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" There bad been an obstruction, s transitory obstacle,

.. tation of his owo rearon. The Irishman appliss to
bis God, without thinking it necessary to havea

PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—THURSDAY, APRIL s3s3.

CATHOLIC CLAINS.
Mr. GRATTAN began by obsersing, that in
consequence of what fell from some Gentlemen in the
former debates, respectiog the main principle of this
question, he had bess induced to change the form
of the motion ; the present motion would not be of
a nature to pledge those who were friends to the
principle of it, to the sopport of any doctrine in de-
tail. It was not a motion to insnare, but to invite
discussion. It would be, in short, & motion for
mere consideration—it would be a motion calling on
the House to acknowledge that the Petitions in fa-
vour of the Catholic Claims did geserve at lenst con-
sideration-—every person, therefore, who thought
that those claims were founded in justice and soand
policy, and ooght to be granted in their own right,
would vote for such a motion—every person who
thought that such claims should be conditionlly ac.
ceded to, would support the present motion—every
person who thought that they could be granted at all,
under whatever circamstances, or whatever qualifi-
eations, could not consistently refuse their support
to the presant motion—[ Hear, hear,}. He woold
go farther—no man who thooght the questionofsuf-
ficient importance to deserve consideration, could
now vote aguinst the motion, which, in the first
Instance, asked for nothing more—{ Hear,] those,
therefore, who thought the present question worthy
of cousiderntion at all, must vote for the present
motion, that called for that meroly-—all, in short,
mould be-for the present motion, except those who
* met the people of Ireland at the threshold of the
Constifution, and thooght it wise o shut the gates
againgt them for ever. [ Hear, hear.] In consider-
$ng the Catholic Question, they woald have to pass
Judgment on more than exploded objections in the
abstract, ot superstitious scruples in the detail —they
maust look up and look abroad—they must look at
.the question in the spirit of trath and comprehen-
sion—they mast try to see clearly, and to see far.
+Lreland was before them immediately—but there
*wore also two conntries who could not be indifferent
to their declsion—Spain could not be indifferent to
“the declsion that deprived Ireland of a constitation,
becagse [reland was Catholic—=FPortogat could have
no confidence in the jealousy that withheld from
Treland her rights on accoout of her religion. The
allies, therefore, of Fongland were parties to this
question.  If the means of doing great good, or ex-
tensive evil, constituted porer, they were thed most
powerful.  Iroland and America were now before
them, and exhibited vast opportunities for fally to
ruin, or wisdom to save.—[hear, hear.] Though
America was 2 aame of ill omen, yet as we lost her
by our errors, it might be a rude anticipation of ill
to suppose thatcalsmity could not teach us wisdom.
1la bad other hopes, though the British Fmpire was
now a3 it were a-drift betwecn tho two Continents,
she might yet regain her anchoragein the old world,
and her influenco in the new—and that by acting up
to the spirit of those great principles that had kept
her great so long, aud so long had deferred her ruin.
The question now before the House was plain, sim-
ple, obvious ; strong as the principles on which it
rested, clear as the truths that had hitherto pro-
gressivelyadvanced it, and permanent, and wide, and
aniversal as the policy that called for its adoption—
hothing temporary, nothing local stood in its way.

a scruple in a high quarter—but It was gooe; how-
ever they might lament the cause, they could not
but acknowledge the fact. That scruple could no
longer be industriously resorted to. The question,
then, rested upon itself—[ hear, kear,] and it was
to be put in this way—would they deprire two-
thirds of the Irish people, aud one-fourth of the
people of the British Empire, of their civil liberties
for ever ! [ Hear, Acar.] Af thoy would not, they
mast vote {or the consideration—and if they reject-
+d the consideration, it could be upon a principle
of eternal exclusion « ly—[hear, hear,] because
they who maid *¢ not now,” and gavo noreason, said
in substance * never.” —~{hear, hear.] This was
Ahe appropriate phrascology for such sentiments,
thongh they who felt them shrunk from tho utte-
rance of a proposition so intolerant, so extrava-
gant, so abominable, so animaginably preposterous.
Forever! Was it uota frantic ahuse of power to le-
gislate the eternnl disabilitics of a people ?  \Way
not this legislating human penalties beyond the
moans of hurhan infliction?  Tyranny to the crea-
tuie, and blasphemy to the Creator—and what was
the crime that sent them beyoad the limits of time to
speculate for a ponishment—the proud and con-
acientious .adherence of & people to the religion
of thelr uncestry—of a people integral in their vir-
tues, passiors, prejudices, and feelings—their In-
tegrity, their eutirety, have never been broken
doown—the individuality of the natioual character
bas cotne out ol the storms of ali seasous vnshaken,
vnimpaired, and unobserved.  You should ever
bear in mind the true nature and origin of your
connection with that countey. Itarose out of pri-
vilege, contract, opportunity, covenaut, expedi-
ency, speculation—any thivg but couquest.  You
never coaquered Ircland ; no right of conquest
shook the right of property, and if they had a pro-
perty which they were justified In concluding to be
sacred, it was their property iu the gospel.  Whea
God gave man a revelation, he gave him also a
light by which to rend it, the conscicutious interpre-

dicouse from his King [Acar, hear,]. 11 Parliament
Interfere, what can be tho result of such interposi-
tion ? they might do much in heaping disqualifica-

litica! smnipotence within the regions of error ; but
their omnipotence could never make wrong right.
In disqualifying a British subject on account of his
religious opinions, they wouk! attack the principle
that made them a Parliament, and disqualify them-
selves (hear, hear ).  ladmit that there may pos-
sibly exist circumstances comected with malters of
religious opinion, which night call for the regula-
tion of the Legislature ; but those are such only as
eusentinlly affect the allegiance of the subject.—
(Hear!] 1ask you, will you argue the rights of
the Catholics upon that ground?  No; because
you can have no doubt of their allegiance ; if you
will not read the history of past vears, you cannot
help rending their present history in the Gazette of
every passing day {Acar, hear!]. Youcannot help
knowing that Irishmen are evéry day bleediog to
eusure your safety, and dying to advance your
glory. [ Hear, hear.] The names of the proscrib-
ed appear in the honourable memorials of every (Fa-
telle, to shame the proscription that robs them of
nobler distinctiou. and you of greater strength.2—
[Hear, hear.] This is no new objection. I re-
member when it was coutended, that Irishmen could
not bear allegiancs to an Kaglish Goverument—1
remember when it was contended, that no Irishman
could feel attnchment towards a Prince of the House
of Hanover ; bat time bas done with prejudice what
reason never could do. Irelxnd has proved herself
capable of Jong and patient allegiance. The objec-
tion has died in its own folly ; but foily had still
other objections to generate and destroy —the pow-
er of the Pope was called in, and made to teem with
phantoms against tlte peace of Protestantism. Ire-
land, snid these reasomers, can never amalgamate
with Eogland, because of her acknowledgment of
a foreign temponal supremacy, that can at any time
arhitrarily interfere with her allegiauce to a Protes-
tant King. This has been doubly fafsified—falsi- )
fied by reasoniug that proves it uever coald be so—
falsified by fact that shews it never bas been 50 ; if
it had been 30, Earape could not have existed for
a year—the great fountains of social interconrse
must have beeu broken up, and a moral delage
have corered the face of the nations; all the com-
munities of the christian world most have crumbled
into the roins of one great morn! dissolution. [ut
the objection has been answered —answered with a
solemuity that nothing but the horror of its awn vi-
rulence could have rendercd necessary ; it has been
answered by six Universities, Paris, fouvain,
Douay, Salamanca, Pndua, Valladolid; each and
all denied the temporal power of the Pope, the dis-
pensing power ; each and all afirmed, that every
Catholic was bound irrevocably by his oath ; this
was their answer, and they gave it with all horror
of the low, uncharitable, and dark suspicion that
could haresuggested the bad daubt that required it.
[Hear, hcar.] There is another answer, the oath
which your own Acts of Parfiament have required
of them. Thero is yet another, the acknowledg-
ment of their steady faith aud anwarering sliegiance
in the preambles of your own Acts. There s till
another, your voltes of thanks. There was strong
fact agrinst weak sophistry.  You have voted thanks
yeer after year to armive composed of Catholics, for
victories won by the aid of Catholis ! What were
all these?  Verdicts, so mauy verdicts, verdicts of
aoquittal, verdicts found by their accusers.  There,
then, stood the Legislatare, with the penal code in
oue hand, and honourable acquittal in the other;
the bne gratefully proclnimed, but the other super-,
stitlously and iniquitously adhered to; but the io-
nocence and the merits of the Catholics had now
snother sanction in evidence less interested and more
decisiva; this evidence was negatively as well as po-
sitively strong. They had first strong negative testi-
mony. Where, I ask, are those Protestant Petitions
against their claimg, which we swere told would have
by this time bornedown your table? (hear, hear.]
Wae were told, in the confident tonc of prophecy,
that England would hare poured in her Petitions
fromall counties, towns, and corporations, against
the claims of Ireland; [ ask, where are those Pe-
tions 2 Thear.] tas London, her mighty capital,
has the unirersity of Dublin mocked the calamities
of your country, by petitioning in faveur of those
prejudices that would render us less able to redress
them? (fear, hear, hear.] Have the people
of Fagland raised a voico against their Catholic
fellow-subjects?  No; they have thd wisdom to
seo the folly of robbing the Empire, at such a time,
of one-fourth of its strength, on account of specula-
tive doctrines'of faith. They will not risk a king-
dom on account of old men's dreams about the pre-
valence of the Pope. They will not sacrifice an
Empire because they dislike the sacrifice of the
Mass. [ Hear.] 'TheChurch, too, has acted with
the same wisdom that the people hare, and with a
decency warthy her sacred office. Wo have not
seen the ecclesiastical horn raised to gather together
the materials of tamult ; we have not heard it sound-
e s0 as to thrill through the whole sphere of religi-
ous prejudice, and rouse it from the ceatre to the
circumference.  We no longer see the pulpits of
peacc hang with the emblems and banners of divi-
sion—or hear from them the thunders of polemical
diviolty.  We no fonger witness the procession of a
setof dull divines to proclaim their zeal for the Church
in their animosity to the Constitution, and " their
meck attachment to their own faith in their damua-
tioa of every other. { Alaagh.] 1say, then, England
is not egainst us. She has put ten thousand signatures
upon yourtable iu our favour.  And what says the
Protestant interest iu Irctand? Look At their Petiti-
on, examine the names, the houses, the families, the
victory cach name stands for ; Latouche at the head
of the li=, a name onceo opposed to us ; the Or-
monds, the Leiusters. Look at the list of mer-
chauts, of divines, Look, in a word, 4t Protestant
Ireland calling to you in a warning voice; telling

tion endisqualification ; they might mascrt their po-

with a fearful surprize upon your progress, thoy
will go on with you ; they must partake vour dan-
ger, though they will not share your guilt. [Acar,
hear.] Ireland with her Imperial Crown now stands
before you. You havetaken from herher Pacliument,
and she appears io her own person at your bar..—
[Acar.] Will yeu dismissa hingdom without a hear-
ing 2 [Aear.] Is this your answer to her zeal, to
her faith, to the bleod that has so profmol_v graoad
your march to victory ; to the treasures that have
decked yearstreagth in peace. I« her namenothing ;
hex fate indifferent—her contributions insiguificant

her two millions absentee—her four millions loan,
Is such a country worth ahearing > \¥iil you, can
you dismiss her sbraptly from your bar ? {hear,
hear '] You cannot do it—the instinct of England
is agaigst it-:-[hcar, Acar /] we may be outnum-
bered now and again—~bat in .calculating the
amount of the real sentiments of the people—the
cyphers that swell the evanescent majoritics of an
ovanescent Mialster go for nothing. I fear not

with them too long, and too frequently, to fear
them now. [hear, hear, hear I7—1In 1782 fought
sgainst & Court M-jor{ty, and In 1782 I beat it
down.—( Hear, hear I]—lu 1792, ten yeurs after,

jority ; we were overwhelmwd, and snnk for a mo-
ment beneath the pressure of comders, bat we roke
again iu the buoyancy of = good cause.—In 1793,

and agaia it was beat down.—[ Hear, hear I}—1In
one year | beat it down.—[ Hear, hear f}—What
other result could follow? It would have been
treason against the people to hare despaired in the
people’s cause—it would have been profane to have
despaired jo the cause of God. It was the cause of
the people, for what Is freedom withaut religious
liberty ?—it was the cause of God, for who can wor-
ship bim acceptably without liberty of conscience?
Lhear, hear ] 1 did not for theve rexsons despair
then—are there none why I should not despair now?
Give me leave to say why I thiuk there nre. If you
refuse to consider at nll, you reject for ever [Hear,
hear I, Bigotry—even bigotry will pause before
it bids a people depair. [hear, Aear !l Again—

if you reject for ever, are yousware of the engage-
ments which you break, end which were helieved
to be for cver binding? (A general cry of hcar,
hear '} Engagements binding from every priaci-
ple of honour in public and prirate life—engage-
ments reaching to the highest quarter.  Can Ireland
forget the memornble xra of 17887 Can othery
forget the manificent hospitality with which she then
freely gave to her chosen hope all that she had to
give 2—(hear, hcar /7 Can Ireland forget the
glowing and spontancous cordiality with which her
favours were then received ?—[hcar, hear T Ne
ver! Nerer! Irishmen grem justly proud in the
consciousness of being subjects of a graciouy predi-
lection—[hear, hear 'J—a predliection that re-
quired vo apology and called for no renanciation—
[hrnr.]—ﬂ pr(‘dﬂ'cc(ion that did equal honour to
him who-felt it, and to those who were the objects
of it.—{ kear.]—It lnid the grounds of a great aod
fervent hope—all a nation’s wishes crowding to a
point, aud looking forward to one event as the
GREAT coMiNe at which evrery woend was to be
healed, every tearto be wiped nway—[hAcar, hear.]
—the hope of that hour beamed with a cheering
warmth and a seductive brilliaucy. _Ireland follow-
edit with all her heart—a leading light through the
wilderness, and brighter in its gloom. She has
followed it over » wide and barren waste —it has
charmed her through the desert, aud now that it
has led her to the coufines of light and darkuess—

tion [re'and i3 united. If You refose hey
now vole to perpetuate the attainder lh:n'
theee-fourths of her population, someth; o
than alienation will follow.
unrestrained coercion may again frightfy h
the fhee of Ireland ; evils wil] roll acey
on evils ;  ohsolete laws will be dragged
tence; the administration of the exrrcutiy
over a chauncl of general litigation ; the
meot at law with the people; well mieap;,
both sides will be heated into fntemperance and
The Dukeof Richmond and his Secrelary were
—hersix millions revenue—her ten millions trade—1} to hare heen originally liberally disposed towy
Catholic Body. They passed the limity,
lity was dissolved, they became insensibly P‘rﬁun;
before they were well aware that they )
to bo judges. If you refuse—I say
Unim}——it must end in separation—there 0t ty,
kinds of separstios—separation in fact—,
. in disposition.  You are uadone by cither, Tdeoa
sty Ireland would escape the wreck. I thig
ratton would be your ruin; and [ think it
Court majorities, [Aear, hear I1—I have fought | be to Ireland neither more nor less than the boy
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less revelry of French aurmlry over the fields, -ang
rights, and libertles, and name of Ireleng, (kear
kear Il anarchy, desolsting and bloady, o .
aext worst evil—a military goverament plgpde;

with only forty-five [ uooc{buupimtn Court ma-' | and murdering by rule and melhod—-licomlouma‘
and slarery—property and confiscation. Thiy woud
be France in Ireland. Let the blessingy Bugland
enjoys be better kuown in Ireland, and she newd
the next year, I encountered that court majarity, | never fear France there or elsewhere.

t the
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not destroy, but you are certainly competent—pey.
fectly competent to your own destruction [!Iear'
hear!].
scend into the grave ; bat depend upon it, that the
gorgeous empire of Great Britain must soon follow
{hear].
yoo decide your own,
placed in the same balance~—throw Ireland ouf of
the scale—weigh l-fnglaud, and she will be fopnd
wanling. [hcar, kear.] After your folly hei thes
dug your grave, your historian may casily writeyeqe
epitaph—Hg®e L1735 ALL TRAT REMAINS OF Fing.
LAND—EXGLAND TAXED AMERICA AND LOST Hig
—DiwguALIrifo [RFLAND AND LosT mER, Axp
THEN DIED TRE DEATU! You say you disqualify
for geueral good—I deny it—you cannot make tawg
God cannot mke—God cannot make arbitrary jawy
—you have, I admit, a vight to reguinte the goalifs
cation—and why ? because youaro a trustee for be
privilege that qualifies—bat you cannot arm the
qualification agaiost the privilego—you cannot make
the qualification destroy the privilege; when you
attempt to do so—you exceed gour powar. Yoy
tay, you legislate for the general good — what is the
modern scceptation of general good —the power of
the state opposed to the liberties of the people—
for here.we have the power of a sect labouting to
work the eternal deprivation of .a people. There
are two species of laws—the lawa of muunicipaliey
—tbe laws of God; the former, to be good, must
rest on the priaciples of the Iatter—but when voa
woald rest your establishments (as you call lh;\m)
apon the eone end ofproscrip(ivv exclusion—the 1w
of uatuse must prerail, the state will reel tos dus
contre of gravity, and (iod will vindicate his own laws
~—by such iaws ysw sxceed your powers, you oppose
the Almighty hi-ﬁlf, god though you had a host of
mitres on your s1dé] yow strike God out of the -
clesiastical consititutton, and liberty out of the political
[Acar, hear, hear ! Nominatiou is the right of the
nominator ; eligibility is the right of the Commons;
you have made the Catholics a part of the Commons
ol the Empire by your own act, aad you cannot deny
them the constitutional privileges belonging to that

I yon will have it so, Ireland may de.

The dny ou which you decide her doom’
Your common fnterest 4y

rank you haveas yet given them in the Constitution.

now that she is on the borders of the promised land,
is the prospect tobe suddenly obecured, and the fair
vision of PRINCELY FAITH to vanish for ever 2—[4
general cry of hear, hear, fiom all parts of the
Houge] 1 will not beliere it.
of Parlinme# m vouch its credibility—nay more, [
demand a mimcle to convince me that it is possible.
{hear, hear.}—So much for one disappointment—
if you bid Ireland despair—there 1s another, the
Uuvion. 1 speak not of -the precise form of words
according to which Ireland covenanted awry her in-
dependence—but 1 say this, that had It not been
for the expectation of the removal of all religious [
disqualifications, Ireland would now have her resi-
dent Parliament. [kear, Aear.] Ireland knows this,
England cannot doubt it. [ come, therefore, to an
honourable nation, not to exact the fotter of the
bond, but the spirit of the covesant—yougot their
Parliament, because they thought you would grant
them their rights in exchange—character in trade is
wealth, it isstrength in politics—in arms it is the
glory that is inviucible—the name of Eingland has
won vict “ries in foreign cabinets—act upto theprin-
ciple thatmade the mention of you formidable abroad,
and you may loug be Fogland—if you refase, you
dissolve the union—you destroy the priuciple of in-
corporation—a farm of words cannot unite where
fact substantially dissevers—the two countries have
been formally united, but the mere force of form
kept them together.  No, the union has been kept
together by expectancy, and must be dissolved by
despair ; 'Lhcur, hmr,] {wo nationscannot exist to-
gether in oue union of mere Parliament and power,
from which the people of both countries are exclud-
ed.  We bave nn union of Parliament, we havean
union of power, but no union of prople ; it is an
union that makesa Parliament more handy to a Mi-
nister, batit mnkes the people nothing ; the integri-

that could put forth the huadred arins for our safe-
ty, cease to beat; the pulse of life is still ; let tho
Constitation circulate, and we are RERIN ON empire.
{hear, hear!] Tle Irish Catholic asks for rights,
the Irish Protestant asks for cousolidation, and both

you that if you are resolved (o go ou till ruin breaks |

usk for the iutegrity of the smpite.  Qu this ques-

J

and property.
were we to think of his idea of glory who ceukd
call this ambition > [hear, hear] We who sup-
port, and they who oppose these Petitions, aiike
l call for security.

Nothing in their mere religious creed could be grave-
Iy supposed to vitiate their claim.
nothing to do with their seven Sacraments.  Excom-
munication has been spoken of a3 a formidable powa
I require an Act { er:

The State has

the parishioner excommunicated has his action

agnlnst the Priest; he actually recovered damages
recently in Ircland.  But the power of the Pope di-
vides their allegiance.
of any other Catholic country ¢ If it has, why has
the Pope, whom the Petition from Cambridge de-
scribes a3 enjoying greater pawer than ever {a
laugh] why is he now a state prisoner in France?
hear '] I the Pope be great in power, how much
greater must be the King of Spain, whois also a
state prisoner.

Has it divided the allegianco

You are paying twenty millions ia

support of the war in Spain, without any stipulation
about the Pope.
that you are fighting for the reversionary interests
of Frauce in the Peninsala?
upon this bigotry whenever it stood in yuur wey,
and never stooped to raise it; but you would lift it
against the claims of your follow-subjects. [ Hear.]
You talk of difficulty.
mittee and all difficulty vanishes. The only solid
obstacles to peaceat home aad strength abroad, are
the Ministers themselves. [hear, hear.] You say,
you tolemte their religion ; I say, you punish it.
What ! am L in an assembly of Englishmen 2 Is it
in a British Parlinment that it is doubted whether
civil disabilities be
hear.]  Is the right of representation nothing ? the
right of Trial by Jury nothing 2 The Irish Catholic
has not the right of Trial by his Peers ; he has not the
privilege of a forcigner; of the mediate lingua, tried
by a jury of Protestants, packed by a partizaa She-
riff. I speak of trialsaffecting their religious interests.
But wearetold, that was ambltien of power, nctan
anxiety for protection.
ty, the cntirety, the heart of the gicautic whole {™umbition of a man not to be robled ; of a woman not
to be ravished ; the ambition of life, liberty, limbs,

Why, are you not apprehensire

Thus did you tread

Lanswer, go into the Com-

grievance? [ Hear, hear,

Why, it wasambition ; the

‘This was the ambition, nnd what

Wa call for security agaivst cird

servitnde—nghinst Jisconteat in Ireh.nd, lr.vd dan-
ger to the empire.  We aall for secarity ngmr.ut the
m po'icy that woald make the British name in Ire-
laod odious, the British faith in Ireland eqguivocal ;
that wouald disinherit [reland of her hopes aud po-~
licy, the nerve that binda the two countries together.
They who oppese us call for security. I aall upon
them o shew the danger. [Arar, Rear.] Let them
auswer thisby fact, by argument-—and not sending
o a crovd of ghosts and hobgoblius, fears too sha-
dowy to be grasped at. s there danger in the
Yucharist? in the adoration of the Virgin Mary ?
in the family of the Pretender? in the tempoml
power of the Pope? Admit there were, they are but
prospective, and we should still go into (hef Com-
mittee.  Asto the Fefo, you might have had it, per-
haps: butif you let the timego by,nt whlch alone
it might have beea obtained, you zro not o blame
those who exhorted you then to take it ; above 1.!1,
thiak it not for your safety to teach England to dis-
trust lreland, or Ireland to hale Eugland. If you
persuade the wife that her husband hates her, and
the husband that he bas lost his wila’s affections,
what becomes of the marriage? I respect the Unt-
versities of Lngland, eve in their errors; I respect,
1 love, all conaccted with the City of Dublin ; bat
when they peétition for & cootinvance of the Catho-
Jic disabilitics, bowever good their intentions, rely
vpon it they petition for separution. [Aenr, Acar.]
Fogland has not lent ber sanction to this preju-
dice ; 1 cannot believe she erar will ; let her give
but her confidence to Ireland, and they may both
defy the world. It will be so, it must be so ; this
!tafel)' empire, that stood erect agiust the shock of
the mighty Gaul, and his millions in arms, will
never witherand consume away before a phantom ;
will never fall in piecesat the touch of Harlequin's
wand. | willas spon believe that the whole British
nary could be swept from tho surface of the deep it
rules, by the blast of a storm raised by witches!
Let England be but wise, Ireland will be happy, and
the empire immortal. [ Hear, hear.] The oath,
continued Mr. Grattan, which is contended to be
fundamental, is merely provisional ; it was ordered
to bo taken until it should be altered by Parlia-
ment. At the Union between Fagland and Scotland,
it was declared by the Legislatures of both counw
trics to be provisional. . The Irish were told that it
was provisional, from the bighest aathorities, when
the Union between Britain and Ireland was the
subject of discussion. Now, how could they tell
tir+ ‘Lrish that tho oath was provisional when the
Union was passiug, and now, when it had passed,
tell them that it was fundamental?  Thi, was en-
gzing Ring, Lords, auod Commons, in a monstrous
deception.  He cartainly did not charge those who
cirried through that measure wilhi intentional de.
believing, as he did, that, if it hnd been
in their power, the disabilities under which the Ca-
tholics labour would bave been remored. The Gea-
temen to whose hands the Government of this-coun-
try is at presaut entrosted employ Foreign Catho-
Tica in bigh situations in his Majesty's armies. Why
was that distinction, which was conferred ona Fo-
reign, refused to an Irish Catholic?  Way it that
tha Catholic Religion produced a1 effrct on the
minds of the Irish which it did not prodace on the
minds of the Catholics of other countries > Could
power be safely entrusted in the hands of all Catho-
lics, but the Catholice of our own conntry ? [thad
been said that this isa Protestant Parliament—that
the Coustitution is fundwmentally and exclusively
Protestant.  Hedenied the fact.  The Coustitution
iv not fondamentally and exclusively Protestant.
He would prove it by the Act of 1703; By that Act
the Catholics were admitted to be part of the Com-
mans of Ireland ; and, by the Union, to be part of
the Commouns of Great Britain. Whatever rensons
might at one time exist for disqualifying the Catho-
lics from offices of trost and authority, werg now no
longer in existence.  There was a time when n Ca-
tholic combination in Europe might render it neces-’
sary (o exclude Catholics from power.  But he
would a<k if any such combination now cxisted ? In
Miswer to every thing which had been urged against
the admission of Roman Catholics to the Senate, the
Beneh, and the Army, he would tell the House to
1k the Admirals and Genels under w hom they
Iare serxed, for their character ; to look into the
public papers far the numbers who every day die in
the service of their country ; [hear, hear, hear,]

ro;x!i(m M

toask how many officers at present lie covered with -

wounds, [kear, hear, hear.] Ask their country
Yo their character ; ask the Nobtémen and Gentle-
ren of freland, the Houses of Ieinster and Or-
mond. Ask those men who bear the brunt of the
danger, and they will tolt you. Don’t hazard the
fafety-of [relandand of Englangl oa such arguments,
Jappeal to the English nation ;5 1 appeal to Pailia-
meut 1 appenl to the hospitals now filled with
} »onnded Catholics ; Lappeal to the fields of Spain
and Portugnl, drenched with their biood ; I appeal
(n‘('m«‘ gallant men whe so oft have carried the
l‘iu:ish thuoder trivmphaat over the waters of the
seep s Fappealto you against a policy which invites
“etallof the nation to cat the throats of the other ;
i N;A:;v"nl to you to guard and protect your country
*unstsuch s disgusting degradation. {Hear, hrur:,
hc_ar.i You come down here this duy to decide an
lrl\lx qm-slign, and I will tel} you that the whole of
\ Lo fsemay be comprised in one seutence ; youmre
P beth ruined unless yon unite s and Ireland noavers
You, We wit hase our liberties, ar ! our lives are
at your sevvice.—{ Hear, hear.
e PATRICK DUIGENAN rese amid loud
“s el Hear ! from the Ministerial side: but the
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it swas somce time before we K CCC o1 -
o irctany thing of what he said.  Catho-
":3 l'rr‘vjﬂn(’f;.miur tould ouly be carried into effect by
(){f‘" “r‘-'iml the laws which enjoined the taking the

e sdpremacy, by repeaiing the Act of Unifor-

miiy, and, inshort, by repaling and altering every
thing of our Conslitution, from the time that the
Protestant Reformatton way established in England, | i
down to the present time.  The full emancipation
which the Roman Catholics contended for, would
o to violate and repeal the Act of Union between
Scotland and Euglaud | and the Union between Irew t
land and Great Britain i a grent measurddtso. I
all these Acts were repeated, what became of the
Constitation?
Ireland, the same church establishment was gun- | ¢
ratteed to both countiies.  But our modern Philo-
sophers, and our moder Orators, make very light
of all those Acts. The Roman Catholics have at

Hberty as any people on earth. They had the same
secarities for their liberties and propertics as the rest
of their feilow-subjectt ; and they might hava & scat
in ParRament, it they would ouly take those oaths
which every other person took. The Catholics were
always aalling out for full liberty of conscience ; but
they themeclves allowed no liberty of conscicuce
whatever. It was & maxim of the Catholics not to
gearrel with the people of another religlon, when

still necessary for him to have the nemination of
Priests in his power. Surely this ought to bea warn.

replying to some of the argumenty aond assertions
made by Dy, Duigenan, particularly with reeand

House, without informing it that Dr. Troy bad

ale conceded the poiut of the temporal Supremacy of
By the Union between England and | the Pope, in his pastoeal letter of 1799. -

to, had been modified by the Pape, on the demand
of the Empress Catherine of Rassin, when the ob.
cts. notious werds, * [ereticne perrequar ot oppngna-
present all their liberties.  They are only excepted | &0, were omitted, and the clagse commencing
from certain employments.  They have as complete § ¢ Salus mao ordine,” had been Introduced.  An
eddilion to it had aflterwards becn made applicable
expressly to the Sovereignty of Great Britnin, by
which the Juror déposed, ¢ all this [ swear as not
being contrary to the allegiance I owe to the King
of GGreat Britain.”
canons, two of doctrine, and tho remuinder of dis-
cipline, were proposed, but they were never for.
mally decreed, as was necessary to their validity ; as

ug to the people of these kingdoms.
Sir J. C. HIPPISLEY commenced his speech by

o the Foutifical Oxth, which he had read to the

He con-
ended that the Pontifical Oatl, so much objacted

At the Counodll of Lateran, 70

they happerred to be stronger thin themselves. Thvir
impotence nlone wis the caase of their humanity.
They sny they have & right to religioas liberty 5 and
the fact was, that nétwithstnoding thelr own fato-
lerance, they were in the full enjoyment of religious
liberty. [hear.] He was himsell & complate Nrieud
to retigions liberty. [ Laugzh.] Religious liberty
wever was denied them, at least in his memory, in
Iretand.  Another reason urged for tha repeal of all
these constitationnlacts, was their number and pows
eriaIreland.  For this there was assertion, and as-
sertion alove.  The only ealculation made was from
the hearth-money returus, andit was contended from
these that the number of inhabitants of Ireland
amouanted in the whole to 4,150,000 ; bat this caley-
lation admittad & great denl too many inhabitaats to
one house. Howerer a Bill broaght in by a Rt. Hon.
Baronet (Nie J. Newport) wonld soon sottle that
Now with respect (0 the wealth aud pow-
er of those formidable Roman Cathiolics, thefc wealth
was sfated at a prodigious rate indeed.
was the fact I Their real property was well known,
wnd it did vot constitute one part out of 49 of the
Amd with respect tothe commerce
of tha country, he would ray, that the Citholics
did not enjoy 1-10th pact of it.
that thitis a contest betwern Fngland and reland,
and thatall Irelnnd ealls aloud for Emancipaiion. —
‘I'he House hud seen n Petition, said 1o be from the

whole kiugdom.

And yet it issaid

Protestants of Iretand, in favour of the Roman Ca-
thotics.  He could say there were oy connties
where the Petition was universally scouted.
opcen means would not do, they hed recourse tasur-
In couaties where the propor-
tion of Ramun Catholic inhabitants was greutest, in
the south of Ireland, for instance, where the prople
do not live in great towns, as in England, prirate
information was sent about to the farmers, that if
they did not sign the Petition they would have their
houses and goods ot fire to. (crics of hear, hear,
hear, from the ()ppnn'{ion.] . This was notorious.
fa Dublin, every litt!e retail dealer was threatened
with theloss of his customers.
of the peesons to the Petition are not the writing of
the persons, Lut copied by others. These were
He woald xay that not qne inn
bundred of the Protestants of Ireland signed this
Pesition; and to impose it apon the people of Eog-
land as thosentiments of tho Protestants of Ireland,
waS as gross a deception ns was ever utterad. The

reptitioas methods.

Besldes, the names

strange liberties.

Catholics were almost universally of the lowest clans,
and they did not constitgge three party out of five of
the whole population. They were by no means a
respectable body, there was not one sensible man
among them. [laugh.]  The Protestants of Ireland
were a3 able now of themselves, without any as-
sistance from Fuogland, to pat down any insurrec-
tion, as they wergin 1798, In 1798, no doubt
fromna too great secarity of the Protestants, aud not
being sufliciontly aware of the progress of the rebel-
flon, many thousands were taken hyfsarprise and
mardered in cold blood.  But the rebels were no-
thing but & mob. Though there were 30,000 of
them at Viaegar-hill, they were easily put down ;
and the Marquis Cornwallis had not more to do,
than any other General Oflicer residing in this coun-
try.  The People of Engtand, therefore, need not
be terrified at the forces sent oqt by the Ministry to
quell the rebellion ; the only troops who were pre-
sent in time were the Buckinghamshire Mititia, com-
maoded by the Marquis of Buckingham and his
Lady. [Laugh.] Muach had been sid about
the services of the Catholics la the army and navy.
[t had been stated, there aro so many Irish regl-
meunts, and the inferenceattempted to be drawn was,
that these regimeats were Catholics. Why acarly
all the officers and one half of the men were Irish
Protestanmts.  Thers were more Protestants in the
army than Catholics.  But what was the great me-
rit of foing into thn army 2 A soldier is bettor paid,
and lives better than a common frish lahourer. e
would ask amain, were 2,500,000 people to pre.”
scribe religion to thirteen mitlions 2 With respect
to the Catholic religion, see what influence it pro-
duces on (heie most famous characters. Se~ what
the religion iv, as exemplified io Dr. Troy, Hussey
and others, They hare proscribed all sarts of schools,
except Roman Catholic schools.  The Right Ho-
nourableand Learned Gentleman then procesded to
comment on the oaths taken by Cathotic Bishops
and Parish Priests, which he contended were such
as to render it dangerous to eatrust the Catholles
with polirical power. e then proceeded to exa-
minethe nature of Couarcils. He desired Hem to
look to the conduct of France with regard to Fe.
clesiastical aflairs. Notwithstandizg alt the power |

the only object of the then Pope, (one of the most
arbitrary, that ever occupied the Papal chair) was
merely to obtain a supply for his revenne.  The dis-
cipline enjoined by the Council of Trent had never
been receired. The speech which the Right Hou.
Gentleman (Dr. Duigennn) had this night delivered,
was much more moderate thanany of his preceding
attacks vpon the Catholics, and much more tempe-
rate thau several of his parephlets, in somo of which
he had mt serapled to assert, that ¢ The whole of
the Romanists at one time enterad futo & conspiracy
with the Freach, to orerthrow the Government of
the country.” At another 1ime, he bnd maintained,
4 That every Catholic was in his consclrnce a tral-
tor,” and that *“ every Catholic Priest was an agent
of Satan, and an Estray from hel.”
Dr. DUIGENAN here cxpressed his dissent.
Sie J. G HIPPISLEY continved. —If the Right
Hon. Geatleman meant to intima’e to the House
Liat such were net his sentiments, he was aatisfied ;
buat within the last forty-eight hours he had read
those sentithents, in a book published by Stock.
dale, of Ticaadilly, and bearing the name of the
Rixht Hon. Gentleman, as the author ; and, when
the first edition appearcd, he had himeotf inquired,
as (o ity authenticity, of Mr. Stockdaie, and was by
him assured that he was authorised to publish it as
the work of the Right Hon. Gentleman.  He, hose-
ever, did not introduce those passages for the pur-
pose of casting obloquy on the Right Hon. Gentle
bmnn, but for a much better cud. It was his wish to
prove that the doctrine of exclusive salvation oyght
not to be construed in the maancr he had done. 1o
could quote the chis-books of Homan Catholie
trmivarirs; the works of a learned Doctor of the
Sorbonne ; the publications of Messrs. Bailey and [a
Roque, French Professors, and men of great Jenrn-
ing and ability, as well as the works of St. Amtin.
He would not now detain the Hounse by an examina-
tion of those books ; but he would direct their at-
tention to Mr. Hawnrdm's‘history, which was sanc-
tioned by (be names of the highest Prelates of the
Catholic Church i Ireland, in which the author ex-
pressly states, timt, *“ in the name of Christ slone
weremen to be saved”’—which was the plain doc-
trine of the Established Charch. Then came his
construction of the doctrine of salvation. Ilero the
author observed, that those were not considered ‘as
excluded from tho pale of the church, who, from
ignorance, or in consequence of the power of pa-
rents or guardians, were brought up ia a dif-
ferent religion ; such persons, no matter of what
sect, ha looks upon as most unguestiornmbly *¢ with-
in the same pale of salvation as the Roman Catho-
lies.”  Cousequently every Member of that House, .
who, in the estimation of tho Catholics, could
not be supposed wantonly to have neglected or
thrown aside those doctrines, but who had imbibed
another religion, from particular circunmtances,
must be considered in a state of salvation.
The Hooourable Baronet afterwards took notice, in
terms of dissatisfaction, of the conduct of Dr. Mi)-
uer, who, by his imprudent zeal, had again open-
ed the wound, erroueously imagining that the Bri-
tish Gorernmeut, on the point of the Veto, was
endearouring to over.reach the Catholics, not-
withstanding they had stated in a Synod assemblad
for the purpose, that the denial of the right of Feto
to the King was at that time inezpedient. Even
down to 1810, the resolution of 1799 had uot becn
rescinded. A paper pubiished on the very morning
of this debate ( Morning Post) contained some re-
marks which it was necessary to notice, because
they wero founded in injustice and falsehood, and
were a continuation of a series of similar productions.
The Catholic Committee was here charged with in-
tolerant behaviour, and with circulating reprinted
copies of IWard's Errata, the most infamoue work
ever published. The Honourahle Baronet warmly
vindicated the Catholic Committes from both these
aspersions, proving that the book aliuded to was
brought out by the bookseller, who owned it, mere-
ly for bis own private emolument, and that Dr.
‘Troy had freely joined in the censurn of an act o
inproper at the present period.  He appealed to
the English History, commencing with William 1.
and terminatiog with James 11, to prove that no
sech dangers were to be dreaded, as many persons
apprehended, and terminated a speech of mach re-
search, by impressing upon the Llouse the necessity
of accediug to the motion, to’‘'which (demaunding
ooly investigation) he did not think even the Ho-
nourable Member for Yorkshire could object.
Dr. DUIGENAN explained, denying that he
was the author of several of the passages quoted
by the Inst speaker.
Mr. W. BANKES considercd this as being a

of Donaparte ia his dominium) i said, that itwrs

with the crucible, or to mix fn it domo ingridisnty
which might explode and destroy them all. It was
true that many of those who complained of dlsqui-
lifications were now most gallantly fighting our but:
the " but that was what grieved him-—~uamely, that
they should wish for that which would be of no sane
sible ndvantage to them even if they obtained it. He
also believed, that thelr claims would bacome more
serious and welghty, if they were concaded In the
present case. Not did he think, that guy thing
would make the body of the Catholics mix falrly
with the rest of the commuuity. It would still Sow
as the Rhone through the Lake of Geneva, with.
out mixing its waters with those of the calm lake.
M was not the sayjng of n string of masses, nor the
adoration of ssintsand angels, nor lhewonhippin(
the Virgin Mary as a Deity, which he thoaght was
to be most dreaded In the Catholics. It was because
he concelved their religion was most farourable to L}
despotic Gorernment, and therefors would be fatal
to our Constitution, thathe objected toit.  [1o was
not, however, for using agatnst them any petalixto-
ry metsoress nor would he wish to yisit them with
the sins of their forefatbers : but hé was for conti-
nulng thase restrictions on the Catholies. I thelr
professions, there were some which called to his
mind the words of the Poet :— ' .

" Solme troths there were, tho’ dash’d and mix'd with
ics,

** To please the fools, and puzzle all the wise.”
Lord BINNING argued in faveur of the motion,
A full participation inall the benefity of the Constt.
tution ought not to be refused to any class of the
people, uuless it could be shewn that the grant wes
stteoded with danger.  The Catholic question geins
od strength year witer year. The mbt was falllng
from the eyes of the peoplé of this country. The test
laws were not the laws of the land. Them werd
an invovetion oo the Constitution, called for by
the necessity of former times, and left to posterity
to be modifed or snnulled s circumstances might
demand.  Lixperience manifested, that Catholics
were not averse to iiberty ; for to whom did we
owo the greater part of our existing rights sud prls
vileges, but to our Catholicancestors>  Were Mr.
Pitt living, be would support the motion. Mr. Pite

- Xnew human nature botter than to soppose thata

Cathelic Barrister would be conteut without being
sllowed to aspire to the Bench, & Cathollc Cap.
tain without being permitted to iudulge the hape of
commanding an: Army," or a Catholic Gentleman
with returning his Protestant neighbour to Parfie.
ment.  Were the principles of the Catholles hose’
tile to the Constitution ? —~Why had any of theit
claima been granted - Were they not hostlle ? Why
were nnt all granted?  Elther the present conduct
of TParliament was & censare upon 1he past, orthe
past wes & cdnsure upon the present.  Ha loved the
Catholics as conntrymen ; he honoured trem ag free.’
weu ; and ho looked forward with confidence to the
day when they would be put in complete possession
of their rights.

Colonel EEMON declared his oplnion to be ia
favour of an enquiry.

Mr. OWEN sid, his opinion always was, that
every individual in these realms should be allowed
the free and unrestrained exercise of their religion.
‘I'he claims which the Irish Roman Catholics cow
made, howerer, he wassorry to say, were inadmis-
sible. If the presant claims were conceded, thelr
demands must naturally increase, and In time they
might conceive the Protestant Establishment ¢to be
unjust and Impolitic—[hear, hear].  Religlous
agimosities would be renewed, and no person could
foresee the result.

Mr. VERNON profesaed that he had hesrd no-
thing alleged agairst the Catholics ; sod nothing In-
deed short of some original sin in (that body could in
doce him to agroe with the opinions of the last
spesker, The Learned Doctor had talked to them o -
great deal about the dangers of the Catholic persus-
slon ; little or nothing on the injustice of excluding
from 500 offices of one kind, and 2000 of another,
a fourth part of the Empire. The Honourable Gen.
tleman concluded an alie speech, by quoting the ce.
lebrated anticipation of Milton, in which he congre
tulates himyelf in the contemplation of seeing ¢4 a
noblennd puissant nation, like a young eagle, scal-
ing tho undazzled oyes before the noontide besm,
while the whole flock of timorous birds flcw scared
aod terrified at the new appearance.”

Mr. MARRYAT concurred in the propriety of
the motion.

[.ord MILTON deprecated thecry of the Church
being in danger, raised, he believed, only to answer
political purposes. But they who raised it uniformly
avoided coming to close quarters—they avoided spe-
cifying where the danger lay. The tests which had
been cnacted, wore enacted not ageinst Catholicism
a3 a religion, but as a protection of the State ; the
necessity of that protection had now ceased, and the
tests should cease likewise. He trusted, indeed,
that thoy bad run their race, and that more liberal
notions were now spreading over the whole empira.
He was willing to allow that the opposition which
the Right Honourable Gentleman so cousistently
maintained to the measure, was the result of a yiie
cerity for which he honoured him ; inhim he firmly
beliered it arose from a decided conviction of its
danger : but he coald not say so much of his subser-
vient colleagues, who got into office by pledging
themselves to no very slucere hosliilty to the Catlio-
lic claims.

Mr. €. ADAM raso to oppose the motion, amid
loud cries of ¢ adjourn—adjoarn.” He considered
the Catholic Retigfon as essentinlly dangerous in its
idolatrous worship, in its invocation of saints and
image, its auricular confession, and its consequent
& bsolution.

Mr. BARNARD spokesgainst the motlon, whem

thequestion was adjourncd at two o'clock.

most utGt tine to turn state n(ch_vmis', to tamiper

(For Second Dey's Debate see Supplemest. )
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