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EDITORIAL

I

EDITORIAL
The journal of an Irish historical society is expected to combine a number of functions. Its first and
most obvious purpose is to provide material that will interest as large a section of the membership as
possible. It should be a unifying factor in a Society whose members are geographically and
culturally diverse; indeed, it will probably be the only aspect of the Society's activities to be shared
by all the members. Furthermore, a good journal is an advertisement for the Society in its own
locality, while in the lrish world at large it becomes a symbol of that locality to all that read it. It has
also an even broader function, for its availability in the major libraries means that it will be
accessible to everybody and for all time - or at least as long as printed material endures. Its articles
should thus be aimed at a far wider readership than just the members of the Society at any one time.

Decies made its first appearance in January 1976 - a modest, homespun affair of ten
pages, containing numerous brief reports and snippets. It was initially intended as a supplement to
the Journal of the Old Waterford Society and one of its purposes was to attract the interest of the
schoolgoing population. When the Journal abruptly ceased publication, Decies became the sole
organ of the Society and began to increase both in size and in scope. Sixteen years after those
humble beginnings, we have now reached issue no. 45, which exceeds seventy pages, not for the
first time in the magazine's history.
The large number of people involved in various capacities in bringing those forty-five
issues into existence can look back with pride on some impressive achievements. In the first place,
Decies has put into print the contributions of ordinary members of the Society with a message to
impart; their enthusiasm for their subject has enlivened many pages. It has also published the work
of third-level students from the locality whose more specialised studies have brought the journal to
the attention of the history and geography departments of Irish universities. And we have been
fortunate in receiving contributions from several academic historians of national reputation.
It is the view of this editor that in one respect, at least, the standard of Decies has been
unsatisfactory, and that is in the quality of its production. Admittedly, great progress has been
made since the days of running off copies on a duplicator and binding the pages with staples. The
clarity of the text and illustrations and the durability of the binding have improved enormously.
However, the production of Decies has remained the work of enthusiastic amateurs, and compares
unfavourably with the journals of our counterparts in neighbouring counties, which are all produced
by professional printers. The record of Tipperary is particularly impressive, where a society not yet
five years old has already brought out four superb volumes, the latest running to nearly 250 pages.
These are, of course, expensive productions, but I feel that so far as Decies is concerned a suitable
combination of high quality and reasonable cost needs to be found.
No. 45 is the first issue of Decies to be produced by the use of computer technology,
having been entirely typed and typeset at FAS Waterford Heritage Survey. To present the printer
with a camera-ready copy has been a challenging task, and great credit is due to those who
accomplished it. Two people deserve special mention: Laura Dunne, who did much of the typing
(no easy task in the case of 'Waterford Diocese, 1096-1363', a scholarly article with many
footnotes) and Anna Lane, who did the typesetting. The Society has cause to be grateful to them.
I hope that our members will approve of the new format of Decies and will enjoy their
reading.

AS OTHERS SAW US:
WATERFORD IN INGLIS'S
JRNEY THROUGHOUT IRELAND IA

Henry David Inglis (1795-1835) was born in Edinburgh and was the only son of a Scottish lawyer.
His first book of navels, Tales of the Ardennes, was published under a pseudonym in 1825 when
he was thirty and immediately established his reputation as an entertaining but discerning writer.
Over the next ten years he wrote narratives of his travels in Norway, Switzerland, Spain and the
Tyrol. The two-volume account of his Irish journey appeared in 1835, the year of his premature
death at the age of forty. It was spectacularly successful, and ran into five editions within three
years.
Written a decade before the Famine, Inglis's description of treland in the 1830s presents
a picture of economic backwardness, overpopulation, and appalling poverty. However, the gloom
is relieved by his generally benevolent attitude and his ability to see a humorous element in some
otherwise bleak situations. Although his standpoint is that of a middle-class Scottish Protestant, he
does his best to be fair in matters of race, religion and politics, and is no respecter of persons when
he feels that some sharply critical comments are needed.
We publish here two extracts from the first volume of his Journey throughout Ireland.
His account of Waterford city and the eastern part of the county is taken from Chapter 111, pp 34-44;
his visit to the Blackwater valley appears in Chapter VIT, pp 92-99. For easier reading, the
punctuation has been brought more closely into line with modem usage, principally by the deletion
of a multitude of superfluous commas.

The country between New Ross and Waterford is hilly, open, almost all under tillage, and not very
thickly peopled. Both the farm houses and the cabins were of a worse description than I had yet
seen in Wexford, and appeared to get worse as I approached Waterford. While the car was slowly
drawn up the steep hills, I always took the opportunity of walking in advance, which permitted me
to enter or look into the cottages. In one, without chimney or window or a panicle of furniture
excepting two broken stools, I found an old infirm man at his breakfast of potatoes and salt. This
man was able to work but little, and was suoported almost solely by going about the country
begging of the farmers; he offered me a potato, which I accepted, and I gave him in return - what I
advise every traveller in Ireland to carry wlth him - a little tobacco. In another cabin, I found a
woman working straw for bonnets. She said she could earn by her labour ls.3d. a week. Walking
up one of the hills, I overtook about sixty boys and girls, who had been at mass. It was Saturday,
and their parents being busy washing, had sent their children to chapel in their stead.
The road from New Ross to Waterford does not run by the river side, although the river
runs to Waterford; and it is not until very near the city that the views improve, or that the country
bespeaks any approach to a large town. The entrance to Waterford, however, is extremely
imposing: the river Suir is crossed by a very long wooden bridge, and the fust part of the town one
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enters is the quay, which, whether in its extent or in the breadth of the river or in the beauty of the
opposite banks, is unquestionably one of the very finest quays I recollect to have seen. At full tide
the views are indeed beautiful. The quay is little less than a mile in length, and the river is not much
less than a quarter of a mile wide. The opposite banks gently slope into green hills, well clothed
with wood and adorned with villas, and the church, called Christendom Church,' with its fine
surrounding trees, standing close to the water, adds greatly to the beauty of the prospect. The quay
of Waterford reminded me of the quay of the Some at Lyons.
During the last fifteen years, Waterford has been an improving town, though that
improvement has not been at all equal to what might have been expected from its trade; and at the
time I visited it, the retail trade of the place was suffering from the low prices of farm produce, and
consequent depression of the agriculturists. During the last nine years, the exports of Waterford
have nearly doubled, and at present exceed two millions. But an export trade is not the most
lucrative; in Waterford there are but few capitalists: the merchants, therefore, carry on their trade
under very disadvantageous circumstances, and it is said that not one twentieth per cent. of the value
of the exports remains to Waterford.
Although there are very many unemployed persons in Waterford; and although the
number of infirm poor has made a Mendicity Society necessary; and although, as the reader will
presently be informed by my personal observation, scenes of the utmost misery and destitution are
constantly brought under the notice of any one who walks into the bye streets; yet, taking the circle
of country round Waterford, I believe I am entitled from my inquiries to say that there has been
some improvement among the people. In female clothing, the introduction of cotton has had the
effect of improving cleanliness. Waterford stuff used to be the common material, and a gown made
of this would last six or seven years, and during all that time the pin that fastened it up behind was
never taken out. This dress has been superseded by cotton. and there is therefore an improvement
in cleanliness. In houses, the premiums offered by the agricultural society have produced some
improvement; and the abolition of the duty on coal, which is now pretty generally used in and about
Waterford, has led to some improvement in the consauction of farm houses, by creating a necessity
for grates, and for chimneys of a better form. In food, there has been no improvement among the
labouring classes: the wages of labour will not admit of any; but in the town, and among the small
farmers, potatoes have in some degree yielded to wheaten bread. The wife of almost every small
farmer carries a wheaten loaf back with her from market; and bread of a second quality is cheap, the
large export of the fine qualities leaving the inferior kinds for home consumption.
Taking a circle of ten or twelve miles around Waterford, the large properties are not so
much over-let as the smaller. The estates of the Waterford, the Duncannon, and the Devonshire
families2 are not understood to be rack-rented, and are all under good management. The property
in the worst condition is that of Mr. Lane Fox, who grants no leases, and whose tenantry are mostly
in arrear.3 I was much amused by learning the kind of presents which this absentee landlord made
to his tenants' wives and daughters, on the occasion of a recent visit to his property. Supposing the
county of Waterford, and the tastes and wants of its people, to resemble those of New Zealand or
California, the good hearted but mistaken landlord visited his estates with pockets full of beads,
little mirrors, brooches, and other gew-gaws of a like kind.

1

2
3

More correctly. Kilculliheen or the Abbey Church. A small, plain Protestant church was built here in 1737: it
may be seen in the engraving of Waterford in Smith's History (1746). It was replaced in 1820 by the present
building, erected with a grant of E900 from the Board of First Fruits: the tower, a familiar landmark. bears
the date 1824.
i.8.. the estates of the marquess of Waterford, the earl of Bessborough (the fourth earl was created Baron
Duncannon in July 1834) and the duke of Devonshire.
See J. S. Carroll. 'The estate of George Lane Fox'. Decres. no. xxvi, pp 52-59.
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While at Waterford, I made frequent excursions into the surrounding country, and sufficiently
verified the fact that the smaller properties were very much over-let. I found £5, £4. IOs., and even
f 7 per acre paid for small farms; and in all these cases, potatoes formed the sole diet of the fanner,
with occasionally the back-bone of a pig. This puts me in mind of a place in Waterford called
Arundel-square, where pigs' back bones, and all those parts not exported, are exposed for sale at
three-halfpence and two-pence per pound; and on Saturday evening, this square is filled with eager
purchasers. There is no possibility of living, and paying such rents as I have mentioned. Many
acknowledged that their arrears never could be paid, and that they had taken the land at such rents,
merely as a refuge against starvation. This is universally the case where land is let by competition.
Men who are unable to turn to any business by agriculture will agree to pay any rent so long as want
of employment prevails to so enormous an extent.
There are in Waterford several large institutions; particularly, a House of Industry,
which appeared to be under good management, though the want of a separate place for lunatics is
very objectionable; and a Mendicity Society, the same in principle as that in Dublin, but exhibiting
rather less filth and wretchedness. But the most important institution which I visited was a Catholic
school, at which upwards of seven hundred children were instructed. This is a new establishment,
called by some, monk-houses; and is an association of young men, who dedicate their lives to the
instruction of youth, and who call themselves 'Brothers of the Christian Schools'. It is in fact a
monastic institution, bound by vows, like other orders; and although I am far from questioning the
motives either of the founder, Mr. Rice, or of the young men who thus make a sacrifice of
themselves, yet I cannot regard favourably an institution under such tuition. I know too much of
Catholicism in other countries to doubt that intellectual education will be made very secondary to
theological instruction; and although I am very far from ascribing all or any large portion of the
evils of Ireland to the prevalence of the Roman Catholic faith, yet I would rather not see a system of
education extensively pursued, in which the inculcation of popish tenets forms the chief feature.
These schools are established in many other towns besides Waterford, and where I meet with them,
I shall not fail to notice them. There are at present ninety merqbers of the order of 'Brothers of the
Christian Schools', and their number is rapidly increasing.
Whisky drinking prevails to a dreadful extent in Waterford. There are between two and
three hundred licensed houses, and it certainly does seem to me, that among the remedial measures
necessary for the tranquillity and happiness of Ireland, an alteration in the licensing system is one of
the most important. At present, the expense of a license increases with the respectability of the
house that demands it, the expense being charged according to the rate; so a premium is thus
offered to the lowest houses. This system certainly ought to be changed, and the price of licences
raised; government would lose nothing by this, for although the number of licensed houses would
be reduced, the reduction would be amongst those houses which now encourage illicit trade.
Before leaving Waterford, I visited some of the worst quarters of the town, and was
introduced to scenes of most appalling misery. I found three and four families in hovels, lying on
straw on different corners. and not a bit of furniture visible, the hovels themselves situated in the
midst of the most homd srd disgusting filth. The heads of the families were out begging potatoes
round the country. I noacel: among the inferior classes in Waterford - I do not mean the mendicant
or destitute poor - too man? evidences of idle, slovenly habits - ragged clothes, which might have
been mended; uncombea hair, which might have been in order; and even in the farm houses I
observed, amongst a class who in England would have been neat and tidy, dirty caps and faces,
ragged children, and an untidy and slatternly look about things, not warranted by the circumstances
of the inmates.
The population of Waterford is 30,000, of whom 25,000 are Catholics.
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There are two watering places, or rather sea-bathing places, in the vicinity of Waterford:
Tramore and Dunmore. I visited both, though they scarcely repay a visit. The road lies through an
uninteresting country, and the places themselves are merely an assemblage of indifferent houses.
The seabeach at Tramore, however, is remarkably fine; and no shopkeeper at Waterford is entitled
to hold up his head, who does not spend a few weeks with his family at Trarnore.
A more interesting excursion is to Curraghmore, the magnificent domain of the Marquis

of Waterford, and in the same neighbourhood there are several other objects of interest: Mayfield,
the extensive cotton factory of Messrs Malcomson; the Besborough Domain; and the town of
Camck-on-Suir. The road from Waterford to Curraghmore lies through a very pleasant country,
which becomes beautiful as the domain is approached. There is the fine broad river, the wide, well
cultivated, and well wooded vale; and a magnificent oak forest stretching over an extensive district,
as fine a specimen of forest scenery as any I know in England.
Before visiting Curraghmore, I applied for permission to see the neighbouring cotton
factory; and in order to get to it passed through the village of Mayfield? which exhibited every
sign of that improvement which might be expected, from the employment afforded by the adjoining
manufactory. I found no fewer than 900 persons employed, of whom a large number were of
course young persons; the wages of the boys and girls were from 2s.6d. to 7s. per week; the
upgrown persons worked at task-work and might easily earn f 1. The most marked improvement
has taken place in the neighbourhood since the establishment of this manufactory: not in lodging
only, but in food also, a great change has taken place; and although high wages, which leave a
surplus, are some incentive to intoxication, it is a fact that not an hour's labour is ever lost in the
factory owing to the dissipated habits of those employed in it.
The calico manufactured here finds an advantageous market not only in Ireland but in
England also, and is able to compete there with the fabrics of Manchester. It has been commonly
said that Irish manufacturers cannot compete with those of Britain; but this establishment at
Mayfield does compete successfully; and with a sufficiency of capital and an equally favourable
situation, one would imagine that any other might be equally prosperous. The expense of erection
is less than in England; labour is cheaper; and where there is navigation, the difference in the
expense of conveyance to market is but a small item.
I regretted deeply to learn, not from the proprietor of the mill only, but from other
sources, that Lord Waterford's family have thrown every obstacle in the way of this establishment;
and that, only the other day, an attempt had been made to take advantage of some manorial rights,
and to demolish the mill dams. Pity it is that the aristocracy should even by open acts separate
themselves from the interests of the people around them. The enterprising Quaker who has
established this factory has done more for the neighbourhood than Lord Waterford and all the
Beresfords have ever done; and his lordship's pride ought to be, less in his magnificent domain and
fine stud, than in the comfortable condition of the surrounding peasantry, and in the establishment
' which has produced it.
It was only by dint of much importunity that I succeeded in gaining admittance to the
domain; but it is well worth the trouble of importuning. It is indeed a magnificent domain! It
.contains 4600 acres, and is one of, if not the very largest park in the United Kingdom. The River
Clyde5 - not the noble river of the north, but a fine full stream nevertheless - uaverses the park;
and the timber by the river side is of the most magnificent description, particularly the Norwegian
' firs, which I have scarcely seen surpassed, even on the banks of the Glommen in 'Old Norway'.
The house is not at all worthy of the domain.
c

4
5

1.e.. Portlaw.
Recte Clod~agh.
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The defeat of the Waterford family in the election for the county6 was felt by them as a
severe blow! but it has had its uses: more attention is now paid to the interests and comforts of the
tenantry; and it is universally admitted, that the property has recently been, and is at present, under
excellent management.
From Curraghmore I proceeded to Carrick-on-Suir, driving through the park, which
extends to within about three miles of the town. I know of few finer prospects than the valley of the
Suir presents, as it opens upon one, from the heights above Camck. It is of great extent; of the
utmost fertility; extremely well wooded, with fine mountains for a back ground; with a broad
navigable river flowing through its centre; and adorned by many fine domains. I do not think it is
equalled by the Vale of Clwyd.
It rained torrents as I descended the heights towards Carrick, which nevertheless looked
well, with its old bridge and ivied castle and pleasant environs; but, like many continental towns,
there was a sad falling off on entering it. I was struck with its deserted, falling-off appearance with the number of houses and shops shut up and windows broken - and with the very poor,
ragged population that lingered about the streets. Nor were these appearances dissipated by farther
opportunity of observation; I had not yet visited any town in a poorer condition than this. Camckon-Suir, once a town of great prosperity and large stuff manufacture, and situated in one of the most
abundant of districts, appears to be now distinguished only by the extreme poverty of its
population. I found the price of labour here lower than I had yet anywhere found it. Sixpence to
eightpence, without diet (and even for temporary employment), was all that could be obtained, and
at this price many hundreds of unemployed labourers could have been got by holding up one's
finger. From all quarters I ascertained that a constant deterioration had taken place in the condition
of this town and its neighbourhood during the last ten years; but indeed, any one remaining a day at
Camck, and keeping his eyes open, need scarcely put the question 'whether any improvement has
taken place?' I have already said that the rents on Lord Waterford's and on the Duncannon
properties are not rack-rents; as much cannot be said for the smaller properties in this
neighbourhood. Too many are disposed to let land to the highest bidder, though it must be admined
that in many parts it is impossible to carry that disposition into effect, owing to the danger of taking
land over another man's head. Camck, it will be recollected, stands partly in the county of
Tipperary. I noticed, amongst other indications of the small means of the lower classes, stalls set
out with a miserable assortment of small bits of meat, the offal of pigs, chiefly; and much of the
meat was in a state unfit to be eaten. These morsels were sold at a penny, three half-pence, and
some of them even as low as one half-penny. Camck-on-Suir, with all its poverty, may boast of
excellent bread: I never ate better, and I may take this opportunity of saying that the bakers' bread
generally, in the south of Ireland, is most excellent.
The condition of Camck might be greatly bettered by improving the navigation of the
Suir to Waterford, so that vessels of a larger tonnage might come up to Canick and load there. It is
thought that the expense of deepening the channel would not cost above f 4OOO or f 5OO0,but even
this mfling capital is not to be had, because there is a want of enterprise, resulting from a want of
public security - a want that must continue to exist, so long as the mass of the people continue to be
without employment.
The population of Carrick-on-Suir - I mean of the town parish - is about 10,000, of
which number the Protestants amount to about 250.
I returned to Waterford on the Kilkenny side of the Suir, that I might have an opportunity
of seeing the Besborough domain and the scenery on the lower part of the Suir. Three miles on the
6

This refers to the defeat of Lord George Beresford by the pro-Catholic candidate. Henry Villiers-Stuart. In the
electlon of 1826.
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road to Waterford, Besborough lies. The domain is remarkably well laid out, and the house, which
is well situated, containing some good pictures, certainly well worth a detour of a few miles. The
village of Pilltown, which stands on the road, close to, and, I believe, upon the Besborough
property, is evidently a pet village: it is a row of cottages adorned with evergreens and flowers, and
is meant to convey to the passer-by the idea of snugness and comfort. I trust the noble proprietor
has not contented himself with externals: I have no reason to think that he has; on the contrary, the
Duncannon family are everywhere well spoken of. At the same time, in a country where I know
that more than 4s.6d. a week, without diet, cannot be afforded for labour, I look with some distrust
upon these beautiful cottages, because I know that internal comforts cannot be in correspondence
with external indications.
There are few more beautiful drives in any country than that from Canick to Waterford.
The road keeps, for the most part, close by the fine broad river, which sweeps through a country of
amazing fertility and beauty; and the first view of Waterford, seen through an opening in the rocks
that terminate a long reach of the river, is one of the most striking things I recollect to have seen.

I left Waterford for Kilkenny by way of Thomastown, travelling by the mail-coach as far
as the latter place. There was a fearful congregation of beggars besetting the coach at its starting;
and although such scenes in Ireland are most harrowing to the feelings, it is sometimes impossible
to help being amused by the quick replies and insinuating ways of these sons and daughters of
poverty. A commercial traveller chanced to be seated next to the door, and while the coach waited
for the mail-bags, he was assailed by a torrent of importunity. 'One little sixpence, your honour!
it's but a half-penny a-piece for the poor crathers'. The young man answered that he had nothing
less than half-crowns. 'May your honour never have less,' said two or three together - wits really
jumping. 'I dare say,' said he, 'you would take my coat off my back.' 'And if your honour gave it
with good will, may be we would,' said another.
There is nothing interesting in the country between Waterford and Thomastown. The
land is generally under cultivation, but there is also some waste land, susceptible of all
improvement; and the land that is under tillage is by no means in the condition of which it is
susceptible. The road from Waterford to Thomastown runs the whole way through the county of
Kilkenny, which it enters immediately on crossing the bridge; and Thomastown is situated not very
far from the centre of the county. The only bad inn I had yet seen in Ireland, I found at
Thomastown.

I now left Mitchelstown, for the military town of Fermoy. The only interesting object on the road
from Mitchelstown to Fermoy is Kilworth, the village and seat of Lord Mountcashel, whose village
did not exhibit signs of much prosperity; but I merely speak of it as I saw it en passant; and
besides, I passed through it at that very early hour (5 a.m.) when things do not look to great
advantage. At Kilworth there is an extensive corn mill, which gives employment to a considerable
number of persons.

"

Fermoy, which is only eight Irish miles distant from Mitchelstown, is seen several miles
before one reaches it. This is partly owing to the extensive barracks, which at a distance would lead
one to imagine the town much larger than it is. Fermoy, however, is not a very small town, and is a
remarkably pretty and prettily situated place. It lies on the right bank of the river Blackwater; and
from its extending in line along the river, a la miliraire, and having a hollow square in the centre of
the line in front of the bridge - covered too, both in flank and rear, by fine, cultivated, wooded
slopes - it presents a more imposing appearance than most other towns of the same size. The
barracks are magnificent. They stand opposite to the town, on the left bank of the river - the old on
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one side and the new on the other side of the road, which runs from the centre of the town at right
angles to it.

I need scarcely say that Fermoy depends for its support mainly upon its garrison, which
sometimes contains several regiments, and is at all times one of the largest military stations in
Ireland. But notwithstanding the patronage of the military, and consequent good retail trade which
Fennoy certainly has, I found that it had its proportion of unemployed persons; and rather more, I
thought, than its due proportion of beggars. There is a considerable number of resident gentry
about Fermoy; the town has what is called a genteel neighbourhood; and by commercial men it is
designated a good little town.
The banks of the Blackwater between Fermoy and Lismore present many attractions,
though the more celebrated scenery on the Blackwater is to be found lower down. a-\ finely
cultivated country lies all the way on the right, and the opposite bank of the river is adcrned by
many fine seats, generally embosomed in wood. Mount Cashel7 appears to great advantage soon
after leaving Fermoy; and the seat of Mr. Grant,8 some miles further, is very beautifully sit~ated.
I noticed on the road to-day a trait of manners which I had not before observed: two peasants, who
appeared to recognize each other after a long separation, and who chanced to meet on the road,
embraced each other, d la Francais. This, by-the-by, is an execrable road - the first very bad road I
had yet seen in Ireland.
Lismore possessed a two-fold interest. I had everywhere heard much of its surrounding
beauties, and I had, ever since setting foot in Ireland, heard the very highest,praises of the state of
the Duke of Devonshire's property, of which Lismore was the first portion that had come in my
way. My expectations were therefore considerably raised, and I am happy to be able to say that
they were not disappointed. As for the natural beauties of Lismore, they are scarcely to be
surpassed. The Blackwater, both above and below the bridge which leads into the town, flows
through one of the most verdant of valleys, just wide enough to show its greenness and fertility;
and diversified by noble single trees and fine groups. The banks bounding this valley are in some
places thickly covered, in other places lightly shaded with wood. Then there is the bridge itself, and
the castle - grey and massive, with its ruined and ivy-grown towers; and the beautiful tapering spire
of the church; and the deep wooded lateral dells that carry to the Blackwater its mbutary streams.
Nothing, I say, can surpass in richness and beauty the view from the bridge, when at evening the
deep woods and the grey castle and the still river are left in shade, while the sun streaming up the
valley gilds all the softer slopes and swells that lie opposite.
To say that there are no unemployed poor and no beggars or paupers in Lismore would
be to assert an untruth, but I feel myself bound to say that of the former class there are
comparatively few, and that a large proportion of the pauperism of Lismore does not naturally
belong to it, but has resulted from the clearances of some neighbouring and less considerate
landlords; and I am also fully warranted in saying that I found much truth. though perhaps a little
exaggeration. in the accounts I had everywhere heard of the Duke ot -?evonshire'sproperty.
The foundation upon which the reputation as a good landlord of this great proprietor
rests, is that his land is let lower than the land of most other proprietors; that in fact a farmer can
live out of his land; and this, in Ireland, is saying much. I do not think the average rent of good
land at a moderate distance from the town exceeds 20s.. and many of the very small occupiers were
certainly in a much more comfortable condition than I had seen them elsewhere. I found, for
example. in the course of a walk, one man who had three acres and a half at 7s. an acre. This land
7
8

Recte Mount Rivers, the seat of Manhias Hendley.
Kilmurry.
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was originally in a nearly uncultivated state, and was let for twenty years at that rent. I found
another paying £3 for two acres of good land close to the town, with a very comfortable house
attached, which elsewhere would have let at £3 or £4 without any land. It is also agreeable to have
it in my power to say that no one had an ill word to say of those in the management of the property.
In many other minor matters, the tenants of the Duke of Devonshire at Lismore have advantages the chief of which perhaps is the privilege of cutting turf, as much as they please, at one penny per
horseload. I would remit the penny: it can be no object to the Duke, and cases may occur in which
a penny may be an object to a poor person. Ejectments too, with their attendant cruelties, are
unknown on this property; if tenants must be got rid of, something is done for them. I am sony I
cannot say so much for many other landlords. 'I am deucedly fatigued this morning,' said an
attorney upon whom a lady called one Monday morning; 'yesterday we had some tough work thirty-eight ejectments to put into effect, and a world of trouble they cost us; egad, so tenacious
were some of the people that we had to pull down the roofs about their ears.' This is heartless
work.
Were it not for the employment afforded on the Duke of Devonshire's property, and for
the other advantages enjoyed by those who live under his Grace, Lismore would be a very poor
place. It contains no manufacture of any kind, and although the gentry of the neighbourhood are
many of them resident, the retail trade of the town derives little advantage from them. Fermoy and
Youghall lie too near, and there are besides, the little towns of Cappoquin and Tallow, each within a
few miles of Lismore, and each of course in some degree patronized by those who live near to it. I
saw no cabins of the very worst description in the outskirts of Lismore, nor many even nearly
approaching to the worst; but I found among the aged and infirm a great deal of that poverty and
destitution which can never be prevented or removed by the exertions of individuals, however high
their public character or however eminent their private virtues.

I devoted a day to a visit to the establishment of the Trappists, situated about six miles
from Lismore. The road lies through the little town of Cappoquin, and as far as that place runs
along the left bank of the Blackwater, and discloses at every bend new and striking beauties.
Cappoquin, prettily situated just at the turn of the river, is rather a clean little village consisting of
one street, which at the upper end degenerates into a suburb of cabins. Beyond this the road climbs
up the side of a deep wooded dell, and gradually rises until it leaves cultivation behind and enters
upon the moor and bog land which stretches over all the neighbouring mountains; and upon this
upland slope is situated the Trappist establishment, which has a singular effect seen at a distance apan from all other buildings - itself of immense magnitude and seemingly placed in the midst of a
desert.

1 .

It is not yet two years since the Trappists settled in this neighbourhood, and (thanks to
the superstitions of the country people) the progress they have made in building the convent, as well
as in reclaiming the land, is indeed miraculous. Sir Richard Keane, a large landowner in this
neighbourhood, granted them rent free, on a lease of a hundred years, five hundred and seventy
odd acres of moor and bog land; and Sir. Richard is likely to be amply repaid for his liberality, in
the proof which has been afforded of the capabilities of the land. The very first year, a fine crop of
potatoes was raised. At present, upwards of sixty acres are under tillage, and on some of these
acres I saw as luxuriant crops of oats as I had seen in any other part of the country. In the extensive
garden too, which the Trappists have formed, I observed as fine beans, pease and other vegetables
as could possibly be raised on any soil. All this has been accomplished by the agency of lime kilns.
The land is boggy on the surface, but below there is as fine and deep a soil as any farmer could
desire. It is true that there has been a great supply of human labour and of all its accessories. The
brethren themselves are between forty and fifty strong, and in such veneration are these holy men
held that an incredible amount of labour has been contributed gratis. I myself saw eighteen horses
and cans and upwards of twenty men at work drawing lime, all of them sent by the farmers as an
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act of piety. Some kinds of labour, however, are paid for. The masons and others employed in
building are paid ordinary wages - for the munificence of some great men (among others the Duke
of Devonshire who, singularly enough, gave f 100) and the contributions of the good Catholics
leave the Trappists in want of nothing. The building, which has only been begun ten months,
already vies in size with any moderate sized cathedral, and might hold within it a dozen of the Irish
Protestant churches.
The spectacle here offered to the traveller and inquirer is at the same time pleasing and
melancholy. It is pleasing, as affording direct proof of the facility with which a great pan of the
waste lands of Ireland may be cultivated, by the instrumentality of two things in which Ireland most
abounds - lime and human labour; and it affords, too, a melancholy proof of the misdirection of
human energies and the prevalence of superstition.
The Trappists are almost all of them young men. At present they do not strictly conform
to the rules of their order, but the moment their convent is completed and the necessity for
communicating with their fellow men ceases, they purpose taking upon themselves all the austerities
of the order - silence as the most indispensible and distinguishing. The brethren are almost all of
them Irish, the few exceptions being English.
I had some conversation, in returning, with one of the men who was leading limestone.
He was a small landholder and did not at all grudge his labour, and in place of agreeing with me that
he was a fool to throw away his own and his horse's labour, he said he should be a much greater
fool if he did not. If to the munificence of Protestant landlords there continues to be united the
religious zeal of Catholic farmers and labourers, these five hundrtd and seventy acres of Sir Richard
Keane's will be ere long a fine productive estate, and the source of a pretty independency to the
brothers of La Trappe.
Besides the Trappist settlement, there are several objects of curiosity at no great distance
from Lismore. Amongst these I may panicularly mention Drumanna, the seat of Mr Villiers Stuart,
and Glencairn, the residence of Mrs. Bush. The latter of these is higher up the river than Lismore;
the former stands on the river side, between Cappoquin and Youghall. But drive or walk in
whatever direction you may from Lismore, you are sure of being surrounded by beauty.
There is in Lismore a school under the new education board, at which between two and
three hundred Catholic children attend. Here, as elsewhere, the school is entirely in the hands of the
Catholics, the Protestant clergyman having declined any connexion with it. There is also a
Protestant parochial school here, at which about twenty-five children receive instruction. The
number of Protestants in Lismore is under three hundred. There are ninety communicants on feast
days. The Cathedral church of Lismore is pretty and small, but room is nevertheless found in it for
the stalls of the non-resident prebends and other dignitaries. The office of the dean, who died
lately, has not been filled up.9
Lismore castle, which I have mentioned as a stnking and picturesque object seen from the
bridge, is worth a visit not so much on account of any thing in the interior as for the view from its
summit. The castle was gutted and rebuilt in the the interior about twenty years ago, and at present
the outer walls only remain in their original state. The pleasure-grounds are beautifully laid out, and
are remarkable for a double row of very ancient yews - which form a most funereal walk - and for a
magnificent clump of ash trees, which over-top the castle on one side. In the gardens are seen all
the choice shrubs and flowers usually found in this part of Ireland, particularly an arbutus as large
as a forest tree.
9

The dean of Lismore, Sir George William Bisshop. Bart, died in 1834 and in December of that year was
succeeded by Henry Cotton, author of Fasti Ecclesiae Hiberniae.

ASOTHERS SAW US: INCLIS, 1834

11

We have had 'descents' of the Danube, and descents of the Rhine, and of the Rhone, and
of many other rivers; but we have not in print, as far as I know, any descent of the B1ackwater;lo
and yet with all these descents of foreign rivers in my recollection, I think the descent of the
Blackwater not surpassed by any of them. A detail of all that is seen in gliding down the
Blackwater from Cappoquin to Youghall would fill a long chapter, there is every combination that
can be produced by the elements that enter into the picturesque and the beautiful - deep shades, bold
rocks, verdant slopes - with the mumphs of art superadded, and made visible in magnificent houses
and beautiful villas, with their decorated lawns and pleasure-grounds. There is Tourin, the seat of
Sir R. Musgrave, a fine old place; Drumanna, the magnificent domain of Mr Villiers Stuart,
embossed in a world of foliage. There is Campire, and Strancally, and the fine place of Mr.
Ronan," and Ballinatray, and others - all diversifying these banks in the short course of the river
from Cappoquin to Youghall. I left Cappoquin soon after mid-day, and reached Youghall about
four o'clock .
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A defea wh~chwas soon to be remedied w~ththe appearance In 1844 of J. R. O'Flanagan's The Blackwater m
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A STANDING STONE AT GIBBET HILL,

WATERFORD
by M. N. Cassidy

The monolith stands in a field which slopes to the nonh and west: National Grid S59.30. It has not
been recorded in either Place-Names of Decies or the O.P.W. Sites and Monuments Record. It is
1.1 metres wide and 0.5 metre thick, and its top is 1.4 metres above ground level. It is a block of
very coarse conglomerate and shows no signs of having been worked. The long axis runs nonhsouth.
Standing stones are the simplest type of monument and are widespread in the Irish
counnyside. They vary in height from less than 0.5 metre to 7 metres.' These monoliths are also
known as DullBns, Gallins, Leachts and Menhir. The dismbution of monoliths varies widely. Co.
Donegal has a possible 300 examplesZ and Waterford
while Kilkenny has a mere 31.4
'Possible' denotes the total of existing stones plus known sites from which stones have been
removed.
The erection of standing stones dates from the neolithic period5 through to the 19th
century.6 The 'Long Stone' at Punchestown in Co. Kildare is the tallest in Ireland and is
associated with a circular enclosure, and it marked a cist grave.' For other examples marking
burials, see T. G. Fewer's article 'A Standing Stone at Corballymore, Co. Waterford'.a Standing
stones may also mark ancient roadways9 and the location of fords,"J and are referred to in early
Irish literature as boundary markers." Some monoliths may be all that remains of destroyed
megalithic structures such as stone circles, alignments and tombs. Others may have been erected as
scratching stones for cattle.
I wish to thank the Quinlan family for permission to visit the site.

M. J. 0' Kelly. Early Ireland, Cambridge, 1989.
B. Lacy, Archaelogical Survey of Co. Oonegal. Donegal. 1983.
M. Gibbons et al.. Sites and Monuments Record. Co. Waterford. O.P.W., 1988
ibid., Co. Kilkenny, O.P.W.. 1987.
K. M. McNally, Standing Stones, Belfast. 1984.
P. Harbison, Pre-Christian Ireland. London, 1988.
ibid.
Oecies. no. IXL (Summer 1989). 43-5
M. J. O'Kelly. op. cit.
P. J. McGill. 'Ancient roadways of Donegal', in Donegal Annual, 19534.
G. H. Kinahan. 'A Brief WpOR of antiqu~tiesof Donegal', in J.R.S.A.I., 1885-6.
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DOWN SURVEY: MIDDLETHIRD

THE DOWN SURVEY MAPS OF CO. WATERFORD:
Part Two

THE BARONY OF MIDDLETHIRD
In Part I (Decies no. 44, pp 23-38) we presented a brief introduction to the Down Survey, together
with the maps and terriers of the parishes of the barony of Gaultier. In this instalment we present
the maps and temers of the parishes of Middlethird, as copied in 1787 for the then SurveyorGeneral. Once again we thank the Trustees of the National Library of Ireland for permission to
reproduce them, and the compilers of the O.P.W. Sites and Monuments Record - M. Gibbons, D.
Alcock, T. Condit and M. Murphy - for obtaining the copies we have used.
The Ordnance Survey recognised eleven parishes in the barony of Middlethird. The
Down Survey, however, counted the large townlands of Ballycashin and Loughdaheen as separate
parishes, thus making a total of thirteen. These are contained in nine maps of varying scales. The
parishes have already been listed in Part I, but for convenience's sake we repeat the list here:
6. Lisnekilly and Longdahy
1. Dromcannon
2. Island Icane
7. Killmeadem
3. Reiske
8. Newcastle
4. Kilbride
9 . Donhill
5. Kilburran, Killronan, Ballicashin and Killoteran

Standing Stone at Gibbet Hill
View from the South-East
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WATERFORD DIOCESE, 1096 1363
by Sister Assumpta O'Neill

Part Three

-

EPISCOPAL SUCCESSION, 1222 1363
William Wace (1223-5)
In 1222 or early in 1223 the chapter of Waterford sent Thomas, a canon, and Roger, vice
archdeacon, to the king to inform him of the vacancy following the death of Robert. Moreover,
they promised to hold good whatever Thomas and Roger would decide in regard to the election.'
This meant that only one journey was required to obtain licence to elect and royal assent to the
election, both of which were then required by law. By 5 April the business had been duly
accomplished and William Wace, formerly dean, was the new bishop.* The Norman name Wace
was well known in twelfth-century England, where one of the family acquired literary fame through
his translation into Norman-French verse of Geoffrey of Monmouth's Historia Regum
Britanni~e.~
William Wace seems to have been associated with the diocese of Waterford for a long
time before he became its bishop. As early as 1200, his name appears among witnesses to various
grants made by Bishop Robert I to the Dublin Hospital of St. John Baptist. On at least one of these
occasions, he was scribe as well as witness, for after his signature are added the words qui hanc
carram scripsit.4 It is possible that he was a monk of the hospital, as was a later bishop of
Waterford, Walter de Southwell, but there is no evidence of this.

William ruled the see of Waterford for only two years or less, for on 19 April 1225 the
king once again granted to the dean and chapter licence to elect, and authorised the justiciar to give
the royal assent, provided they elected an Englishman.5 An election does not seem to have
followed for some time. Towards the end of the year Waterford was still vacant, and King Henry
I11 suggested to the pope that, with the consent of the two chapters concerned, the sees of Limerick
and Waterford should be united, with the episcopal seat at 'the king's city of W a t e r f ~ r d ' . ~
Presumably the king intended to have Bishop Hugo de Burgo of Limerick appointed to rule the
united sees. Hubert's uncle was then justiciar of England and his brother was shortly to become
justiciar of Ireland.' The union of Limerick and Waterford was never decreed, nor have we any
record of the pope's reply to the suggestion made by the king. The negotiations must have taken
some time before the idea was abandoned, for not until 19 August 1227 was the royal licence again
issued to the dean and chapter to elect a bishop to their see, 'vacant by the death of William
1
2
3

4
5
6
7

Cal. docs. Ire. i. 164, no. 1078. For electoral procedure, see Chapter Four below.
ibid. 166, no. 1094.
Wace's early work
Albert C. Baugh (ed.) A Literary History of England (2nd ed. 1967) i. 170.
contamed much original material, includ~ng the earliest references In literature to the famous
Round Table.
Register of the Hospital of St. John the Baptist (ed. St. John Brooks) deed no. 441. Other deeds
signed by William are nos 439. 440, 452. 465.
Cal. docs. Ire. i. 189, no. 1251 .
ibid. i. 201. no. 1337.
A.J. Otway-Ruthven. History of Medieval Ireland. p. 93.
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Wace'.B The election was once more entrusted to Thomas and Roger, presumably the same two
members who had elected William Wace. This time they chose 'Master Walter, prior of St. John
the Evangelist of Waterford'?

Walter (1227-32)
The new bishop was a Benedictine, prior of the house of that order at Waterford.1° At Easter in the
year following his election, Walter went to England, and on his return found it necessary to obtain a
royal mandate to restore to him his rights over 'the land of Caldebec outside the walls of
Waterford9.l1 This land had been in the possession of the church before 1210, and the present
reference enables us to identify it.l2 Of Walter's acts as bishop we have no record beyond the fact
that he ratified his predecessor's grant to St. John's.13
During Walter's episcopacy the union of Lismore and Waterford was officially mooted.
On 16 July 1228 the king (Henry 111) wrote to Gregory IX informing him that both sees are so poor
that the bishops are compelled to beg outside their dioceses. He considers it indecent that persons
of their eminence should be subject to such want. The see of Lismore being now vacant, the king
has consented to the union and asks for the pope's approval.14 There is no record of the pope's
reaction to this second request of Henry I11 to have Waterford united with another diocese but, as
we shall see, a similar request was made just over 100 years later and received a favourable reply.
Before leaving the account of this bishop, it may be noted that the enmes in Sweetman's
Calendar concerning him lead to a certain amount of confusion as to his name. On his election in
1227 and again at his death in 1232, he is called Walter; on the other hand, three enmes between
those dates name him William.lS There is not any entry in the Calendar of Papal Letters to lend
weight to one name rather than the other.

Stephen (1232-?1250)
In 1232 news of Walter's death was conveyed to the king by Walter of Waterford and Henry of
Bath, who obtained for the dean and chapter the royal licence to elect.16 Once again the choice fell
on a Benedictine, also prior of St. John's - Stephen. In view of the fact that Stephen ruled
Waterford for about eighteen years, it is surprising and somewhat disappointing that not a single act
of his episcopate is recorded. We cannot even say for certain that he was dead when the next
election took place in 1250. According to Gams, he died in 1246." Lynch says of him 'sed
quando consecrarus aut mortuus fuerit non comperi'.I8

Henry (1250-51)
To succeed Stephen, the chapter chose Henry, formerly archdeacon of Waterford. Royal assent to
the election was given 1 1 March 1250.19 Henry lived for only a year after his election and was
probably already dead when the pope sent a mandate 11 July 1251 'to the bishop of Waterford'
8
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14
15
16
17
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Cal. docs. Ire. i. 233, no. 1545.
Cal.docs. I r e . i . 2 3 3 , n o . 1547.
See below. Chapter Five, for an account of the house.
Cal. docs. Ire. i. 242, no. 161 5 .
See below.
Power. Waterford Arch. Soc. Jn. ii. (1896), 83-4.
Cal. docs. Ire. i. 242. no. 1616.
Cal, docs. Ire. i . nos 1547. 1583. 161 5. 1882. 1997.
Cal. docs. Ire, i . 297, no. 1997.
Series Episcoporum, p. 233.
De Praesulibus, i i . 105.
Cal. docs. Ire. i . 453, no. 3038.
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instructing him to protect certain privileges of the archbishop of Dublin concerning provisions to
churches in his diocese." By 20 July, the chapter had obtained the royal licence to elect.21
Philip (1252-4)

Once again the choice fell on a member of the chapter, this time the dean, Philip. Since Philip was
of illegitimate birth, papal confirmation was required for the election. This was received from
Innocent IV 26 March 1252, as well as leners to the chapter ordering them to obey their new bishop
and to the archbishop of Cashel ordering him to consecrate the elect.22 Two years later Philip was
dead and the see was once more vacant.23

Walter de Southwell (1255-74)
This time the chapter chose as their bishop the prior of the hospital of St. John the Baptist in Dublin,
and again papal confirmation had to be sought. The letters of postulation were entrusted to Ralph,
chancellor of Waterford. Pope Alexander IV's confirmatory letter, dated 2 April 1255, gives the
name of the bishop-elect as William.24 This is almost certainly an error, as the prior of the hospital
of St. John the Baptist at the time was Walter de Southwell.2~ Moreover, letters patent of Henry
I11 issued 27 Jaunary 1257 refer to 'Walter bishop of Waterford1.26 As a further confirmation,
three bulls of Alexander IV, all dated July 1257, are issued with an inspeximus by 'Walter bishop
of Waterford'.z7 There is no ground for the statement that Walter was a Benedictine.28 a mistake
probably springing from a confusion between St. John the Evangelist's house of Benedictines at
Waterford and St. John the Baptist's hospital at Dublin. The latter was a house of Augustinian
canons directly subject to the pope.29 It had connections with Waterford from an early date, and
had received several grants from Bishop Robert 1-30
In 1255 Walter, as bishop-elect of Waterford, attended a meeting of the bishops of the
province of Cashel. The meeting was probably held at Limerick, since the record of it is contained
in the Black Book of Limerick.31 The object of the meeting seems to have been to curb the power
of the archbishop of Cashel. It was decreed that whenever the bishops of the province, or the
'maior et senior pars of them', or even one of them with the approbation of the others, issued a
sentence of excommunication, suspension, or interdict, the archbishop of Cashel should confirm
these sentences. The archbishop pledged himself, in case he should fail to carry out this contract, to
pay f 100 to be expended for the good of the churches of the province.
During Walter's episcopacy, the old dispute arose again between Waterford and Lismore.
Very soon after his election Walter laid claim to the manors of Ardmore, Kilmolash, Kilmeaden,
and Mothel, then in the possession of Bishop Thomas of Lismore, and justified his claim by stating
that the lands in question had been unlawfully seized by Lismore in the time of Robert I1 of
Waterford. In January 1257 the king issued a mandate to the exchequer ordering the disputed lands
to be restored to W a t e r f ~ r d .This
~ ~ decision apparently caused some unease in Lismore, and the
20
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Sheehy, Pont Hib. ii. 165, no. 333; Cal. papal leners, i. 27.
Cal. docs. Ire. i. 471, no. 31 72.
Theiner, Vetera Mon. p. 55: Sheehy, Pont. Hib. ii. 172.
Gal. docs. Ire. ii. 54, nos 347-50.
Theiner. Vetera Mon. p. 66: Sheehy, Pont Hib. ii. 172.
Register of the Hospital of St. John the Baptist without the new Gate, Dublin, pp xx-xxi.
Cal. docs. Ire. ii. 87, no. 529.
Chartul. St. Mary's Dublin, ii. 120, 127. 129.
See Handbook of British Chronology, which refers to him (p. 334) as Walter O.S.B.
Theiner. op. cit.. p. 157.
Reg. St. John, Dublin, deeds nos 435, 442. 443.
The Bla& Book of Limerick, p. 48.
Close Rolls of the reign of Henry 111, iv. 120.
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dean and chapter appealed to the pope. In 1259 Alexander IV granted them a confirmation of the
judgement that Lismore was a cathedral church. The pope refers to the former dispute between
Robert of Waterford and Thomas of Lismore 'at the time of the general council' and the decision of
'our predecessor Pope Innocent, of happy memory' to have Thomas consecrated in Rome by his
metropolitan, the archbishop of Cashel. He mentions the confinnation issued by Pope Honorius In
and by Pope Gregory IX, which he confinns by his apostolic authority in response to the request of
the Lismore c hapter.33
Two papal documents were addressed to the bishop of Waterford during Walter's
episcopacy, but in neither of them is the bishop named.34 The first is dated from Viterbo, 18
January 1258, and insaucts him to defend the prior and canons of St. Mary's Augustinian house at
Kells (Kenlis) in the diocese of Ossory against unjust molestation. The second is addressed jointly
to the bishops of Lismore and Waterford and is dated 11 March 1260. The bishops are instructed to
restrain attempts to prejudice the rights of the see of Dublin while the archbishop is absent at the
apostolic see. On 2 July 1262 'W. bishop of Waterford' issued an inspeximus of a grant of Henry
111.35
Walter either was dead or had resigned before 10 June 1274, by which date a new bishop
had been elected for Waterford.

Stephen de Fulburn (1274-86)
Stephen de Fulburn, who now succeeded Walter de Southwell, was a member of the order of
Hospitallers and had come over from England in September 1270 'on affairs of the queen of
England and of Edward the king's eldest son? Edward succeeded to the throne two years later,
and two years later again Stephen was elected to Waterford. The circumstances of the election and
the hopes which the Waterford chapter placed in Stephen are revealed with almost pathetic honesty
in a letter sent to the king on the vigil of St. Barnabas (10 June) 1274. 'Having at the king's request
unanimously elected Stephen de Folleburn, priest, as bishop of Waterford, they firmly hope that, by
his industry and influence with the king, their church, which has been reduced to poverty, will find
timely relief.' Ralph de Belgrave, chancellor of the cathedral, was the bearer of the letter, which
ended with the formality of praying the king to accept the election favourably and give the royal
assen t.3'
Stephen de Fulburn, thus elected, ruled the see for twelve years, from 1274 until his
translation to the archdiocese of Tuam in 1286. In that year he was succeeded in Waterford by his
brother Walter, a Franciscan. A third brother, Adam de Fulburn, was a papal chaplain.38 The
family name is variously spelled Fullburn, Fulbourne, Follebourne, or ffulleburn. Cotton says they
were natives of Fulburn in Cambridgeshire.39 At least one branch of the family seems to have
settled here permanently, for the name David Folbourne occurs in a list of jurors sworn at Youghal,
2 August 1332, in connection with charges against the first Earl of D e ~ m o n d . ~
Cal. papal leners. i. 368: Sheehy, Pont. Hib. ii. 295.
Crede Mihi, pp 19. 116; Sheehy, Pont. Hib. nos 452. 486.
Cal. of Archbishop Alen's Register, p. 96.
Cal. docs. Ire. ii. 144, no. 886.
Cal. docs. Ire. ii. 174. no. 1009.
This is the only certain instance ot Edward suggesting a
candidate to an lrish chapter, according to J. A. Watt: 'Edward I and the lrish Church', in
Medieval Studies presented to Aubrey Gwynn, S.J.
Cal. papal letters, i. 487.
Theiner. Verera Mon. p. 136. Adam's relationship to Stephen is
given in Cal. Onnond Deeds. i. 33, no. 72.
Fasti. i. 1 18.
G. 0.Sayles, 'Proceedings against the first Earl of Desmond' in Analecta Hibernica. 23 (1966) p. 18.
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The careers of the Fulburns are of interest not only i n themselves but also as
exemplifying the close connection between the ecclesiastical and the civil administration in the fist
centuries of Norman rule. Churchmen played an important part in the administration of Ireland in
those years, one good reason being that their benefices helped to maintain them while they were in
the king's service.41 The king could not expect his servants to live upon what they received from
him.j2 Moreover, since their promotion to higher ecclesiastical posts depended largely on the
king's favour, they showed themselves diligent servants as a rule.
In the 1280s the administration of Ireland became practically a family concern of the
Fulburns. In 1283, for example, Stephen was both justiciar and treasurer, Walter deputy-treasurer
and Adam chancellor. These were the three highest offices in the ~ t a t e , ~and
3 a bishop of
Waterford who held two of them simultaneously can hardly have paid much attention to diocesan
affairs. Both the justiciar and the treasurer had large sums of money at their disposal and the
Fulburns were apparently no more able to resist the consequent temptation thm were many of their
contemporaries, churchmen included. Stephen had a free hand with Irish rlnances for ten years,
during which time he failed to render any account to the English exchequer. Growing anxiety in
England culminated in the sending of a commission to investigate. Stephen, seeing the day of
reckoning approaching, and fearing to lose his office, fled to Wales, taking with him 'a no small
sum of money, whereof he conveyed back at his return 4 barrels of eight gallons each'. Yet when
the commissioners amved some time later, the treasury was empty and Stephen was once more
fled. These details are set forth in a letter which the commissioners then sent to Stephen urging his
speedy retum.44 When the view of the accounts was finally made, the report accused the bishop of
using the offices for his personal enrichment. 'His bishopric is by extent of the escheator worth not
more than £46, and the bishop, before he became treasurer and justiciar, had no lands or property;
as he can now spend, as he says, £ 1,000, it is plain that this increase was derived from the issues of
the offices.'45 When his debts were calculated, they amounted to £24,280.5~.83/4d.,'notincluding
f 125.13s. for wines bought for his useI.46 Nevertheless, Stephen was retained as justiciar until
his death in 1288, but he gave up the post of treasurer and Walter was no longer deputy-treasurer.
Moreover, Stephen had to pay the king a fine of £4,000 and the king reserved the right :a reopen the
account. Two years after Stephen's death, a re-examination of his accounts was or?ered. As a
result, the chattels remaining in the hands of his executors were seized and sold, with iRt: exception
of his ecclesiastical ornaments, which had not passed to his executors but to the dean and chapter of
T~am.~'
Stephen's peculations and those of his successors brought about a strong reaction in
favour of strict auditing of the accounts of the fish exchequer. The strength of this reaction can be
judged from the fact that a deficit of three farthings was known to be p~rsued.~g
However, though
the report of 1284 had found Stephen guilty, there is a tacit acknowledgement of extenuating
circumstances. In 1285 his salary of £500 per annum was admitted to be insufficient for the
demands made upon it.49 Bishop Stephen was translated to Tuam 12 July 1286.5O Adam was
one of those who conveyed the pallium to him, while Walter was one of the three bishops who
conferred it on him.sl For a list or Stephen's goods and chattels, see Appendix C.
See Richardson and Sayles. The adm:dsrration ot Ireland 1172-1377, p. 2.
ibid. p. 68.
For a discussion of these offices, see ibid.. Introduction, pp 1-69.
Cal. docs. Ire. ii. 556. no. 2337.
ibid.. no. 2332 and iii. 1-15.
ibid. iii. 81, no. 169.
Cal, docs. Ire. iv. 292.
Richardson and Sayles. op. cit. p. 59.
Otway-Ruthven, op. cit. p. 147.
Theiner. Verera Mon. pp 135-6: Cal. papal letters, i. 487
ibid.
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Walter de Fulburn (1286-1307)
After Stephen's translation to Tuam, his brother Walter succeeded him in the see of Waterford.
Ware says that Walter was a Franciscan friar,Q but his name is not given by Fitzmaurice and Little
in their list of friars minor elected or appointed to Irish sees during the second half of the thirteenth
century.53 From a letter of Honorius IV, we learn that Walter was a former dean of Waterford, and
that he had, a short time previously, been appointed to the see of Meath by the archbishop of
Armagh and consecrated by him.s4 This appointment seems to have taken place before 1284, in
which year Stephen, then justiciar, was accused of bribing the archbishop of Armagh by leaving
unpunished and uncorrected his various offences against the king. In return, the archbishop had
'by simoniacal pravity provided the justiciar's brother with the see of Meath'.ss The clergy of
Meath in the meantime had elected a certain Thomas, whereupon both Walter and Thomas resigned
their right into the hands of the pope. Walter was then appointed to Waterford, which he ruled for
twenty-one years. At least one of the two extant taxation-lists of Waterford churches dating from
the fourteenth century was drawn up during Walter's episcopacy. Valuations of all church
benefices and livings were made for the purpose of a levy, the pope having granted to the king three
years' tithes to defray the expenses of the cr~sades.~6
After the death of Stephen in 1288, Walter seems to have suffered some reverses of
fortune, at the hands perhaps of those who resented the Fulburns' long monopoly of the Irish
administration. In 1290 he complained that Nicholas de Clere, treasurer of Ireland, 'deprived him
of his farms after the death of the justiciar, and that his nephew was expelled from the church of
Carrick and Nicholas's brother presented to it instead'.s7 At the same time Robert, sergeant of the
Waterford sheriff, had taken fourteen of the bishop's fat cattle and dnven them twenty-four miles
from the bishop's manor. 'The bishop says Robert returned twelve of the beasts but kept the two
best and fattest.'sg In 1290 also, Walter was summoned to appear before the justiciar to account
for his having unlawfully demanded from the bishop of Lismore £50 rent, formerly payable to
Stephen. The bishop of Lismore claimed that, since the rent was to be paid only during the lifetime
of Stephen, it ceased to be due when the latter, by his translation to Tuam, 'became dead as regards
the bishopric of Waterford1.59 Sometime during 1307, Walter died. In December of that year,
King Edward I1 wrote to John Wogan, the justiciar:
Whereas our beloved in Christ the dean and chapter of Waterford signified to us
by their letters patent that their church by the death of Walter, late bishop of that
place, is deprived of a pastor's care, beseeching us to think fit to grant them a
licence for choosing another bishop, and we, being favourably inclined to their
prayers in this behalf, have decided that licence should be granted to them,
commanding the dean and chapter that they choose for themselves such a
person to be bishop and pastor who will be devoted to God, necessary to the
rule of our church and useful and faithful to us and our land of Ireland, we,
being willing to spare the labours and expenses of the dean and chapter in this
Ware. Irish Bishops, p. 532.
Fitzmaurice and Little, Materials for the History of the Franciscan Province of Ireland, p. xxi.
Cal. papal leflers, i. 487.
Cal. docs. Ire. ii. 551, no. 2332.
These taxation-lists are given in the Appendix.
The two taxation-lists are calendared by
Sweetman. who dates them s~mply 1302-1306. Canon Power printed the earlier of the two in
Watertord and Lismore, pp 340-41, and dated it 1291. G. J. Hand in 'The dating of the early
14th-century ecclesiastical valuations of Ireland' (Irish Theological Quarterly. no. 24. 1957,
271-4), suggests that they were drawn up one before and one after the Bruce wars, the latter
in response to the order to revalue which was given in 1319 (&I.
Close Rolls 13 18 2 3 . p.
73). Both lists are given in Appendix C (below).
Cal. docs. Ire. iii. 319, no. 622.
bid. iii. 31 1 , no. 622.
Cal. docs. Ire. iii. 31 7, no. 622.
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behalf, have granted to them on this occasion, by our especial grace, and we
have given you power, that on the election of the new bishop being made, when
the said elect shall have been presented to you by the dean and chapter on this
occasion, you give the royal assent in our place to the said election, signifying
to the metropolitan of the place in order that that which is his may be done in
this behalf. We also will and have given you power that, if it chance that this
election is canonically confinned by the metropolitan, then, having received
from the elect the fealty due to us on that occasion, you deliver to the said elect
in our stead the temporalities of the bishopric, as is the custom, having first
received from the elect his letters patent sealed with his seal as well as that of the
chapter, that this our favour which we have granted to the said elect on the
present occasion from our mere liberality may not be used to our prejudice or
disherison, or be taken as a precedent in the future.a

Matt hew (1308-22)
Having received the licence to elect, the chapter lost no time in choosing their new bishop. By the
following 7 February they were able to announce that their choice had fallen on 'the prudent and
discreet master Matthew, precentor of our church.I6l By 2 March the election had been canonically
confirmed by the archbishop of C a ~ h e l .Matthew
~~
is sometimes referred to as chancellor of
W a t e r f ~ r d which
, ~ ~ is either due to a confusion between the two dignities or signifies that they
were held concurrently by the same person. The latter possibility is rendered feasible by the poverty
of the chapter at the time and the very low value of the prebends.

Matthew was one of those designated in 1317 to confer the pallium on the new
. ~ ~only other information
archbishop of Cashel, William Fitzjohn, formerly bishop of O ~ s o r y The
we have of him concerns certain court cases which arose in Waterford, and which, because they
involved clerics, came under the jurisdiction of the bishop. The justiciar held court at Waterford 25
February 131 1, when Richard and John de Cogeho were med for horse-stealing. 'Thereupon came
one Simon de Portefeya, chaplain, with letters patent of Matthew, bishop of Waterford, by which
the bishop made Simon his commissary to seek clerks in the court here, and sought to have Richard
The two accused were found guilty and delivered to be
and John delivered to him as ~lerics.'~s
kept in the bishop's prison. It may be noted in passing that in the circumstances imprisonment
constituted a fonn of clerical privilege. The penalty for a layman convicted of a charge of robbery
was hanging, the hangman receiving for his services his victim's best garment or f ~ u r p e n c e . ~
The next trial of a cleric at Waterford took place in 1313, when one Henry Latrath was
charged with the death of Adam Brun. The hearing revealed that Henry and another man 'came to
the ferry of the Crok of Waterford with two afers [canhorses] and two bundles, wishing to cross to
the liberty of Wexford, and Adam Brun and his following came to Henry and his comrades and
attacked them with insulting words, imputing to them that they were thieves and had acquired the
afers by theft'. In the dispute which followed, Henry shot an arrow which struck Adam Brun
under the left eye, from which wound he died. 'Therefore let Henry be delivered to the commissary
[of the bishop] to be kept in the bishop's prison as one convicted under fitting penalty and let
Henry's chattels be c~nfiscated.'~'Two other clerics appeared in court the same day as Henry.
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Cal. Justic. Rolls Ire. 1308-14, p. 38.
Cal Justic. Rolls Ire. 1308- 14, p. 39.
ibid.
Rennison. Succession Lists. p. 40.
Cal. papal leners, ii. 167.
Cal. Justic. Rolls Ire. 1308-14, p. 188.
Borough customs of Waterford, printed in Mac Niocaill, Na Buirgdisl XII-XV aois. pp 3-59.
Cal. Justic. Rolls Ire. 1308- 14, p. 249.
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'Walter Ohatherne and William Otrassy, charged that they, on Trinity Sunday at the ninth hour,
entered the church of Holy Trinity, Waterford, and there broke a chest before the altar of St. John
the Baptist. and out of the said chest robbed a breviary worth two marks and a chalice worth 20s.,
come and say they are clerks and neither can nor ought to answer here.' When the case had been
heard, the jurors decided that Walter was not guilty and William was, and 'therefore let him be
delivered to the commissary to be kept in the bishop's prison as one convicted under fit penalty. He
has no chattels1.68
Bishop Matthew died late in 1322. In the normal course of events, the temporalities of
the see would be taken into the hands of the king during a vacancy, but on this occasion we know
that they were delivered to the dean and chapter.69 The latter most probably pleaded for such a
procedure on the grounds of poveny.

Nicholas Welifed (1323-37)
Nicholas Welifed, the next bishop, was consecrated Palm Sunday 17 April 1323.70 Like his
predecessor he was a former member of the chapter, having been dean of the diocese before his
election.71
One of our few items of information concerning the activities of Nicholas is that on the
feast of St. Cecilia the virgin (22 November) 1331 he consecrated the new Franciscan cemetery at
Kilkenn~.~2
The bishop of Ossory at the time, Richard de Ledrede, was in exile following the
inquisition held on the doings of Alice Kyteler and her associate^.^^ Again in 1333 Bishop
Nicholas acted as Richard's vicar when, with the bishop of Leighlin, he issued an inspeximus of a
decree of Innocent IV exempting the Cistercians from paying tithes of wool, milk and
The finances of the Waterford bishopric seem to have been at a very low ebb in the days
of Nicholas. In 1325 we learn that £13. 6s.8d. had been paid into the treasury by 'Nicholas bishop
In the same year the
of Waterford and the dean and chapter there and he owes £523.10~.10~/4d.~~
chattels of Richard Fraunceys the dean had been seized by the civil admini~tration.~6
The cause of
the forfeiture is not given, and we can only hazard a guess that it was non-payment of debts.
According to The Handbook of British Chronology, Nicholas was appointed chief governor and
justiciar in 1337, but died 27 June without taking office.77 On the other hand, his name is not
included in the list of chief governors given in The Administration of Ireland 1172-1337, though
the authors expressly state that the list includes all who were appointed, even such as did not
actually take office.78
While Nicholas Welifed was bishop, letters which were to have a significant effect on the
diocese of Waterford were exchanged between King Edward I1 and Pope John XXII. In 1325
Philip of Slane, a Dominican, presented to the pope at Avignon the king's plan for a reorganisation
ibid. p. 250.
Pipe roll xvi Ed. II, in 42nd Report D.K.P.R.I. p. 45.
Clyn's Annals, p. 42. John Leynach. bishop of Lisrnore, consecrated in Waterford the same day.
Lynch. De Praesulibus, ii. p. 106.
Carrigan, op. cit. iii. 104.
ibid. i. 45-47.
Cal. Omrond Deeds, i. 277, no. 656: Sheehy, Pont. Hib. ii. 256.
Pipe roll xix Ed. It, in 42nd Report D.K.P.R.I.p. 45.
ibid.
op. cit., p. 334 note 7.
Richardson and Sayles. The Administration of Ireland 1172-1377. p. 86.
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of the Irish church.'9 The proposed plan was threefold. In the first place all clergy in Ireland were
to preach loyalty to the king under pain of excommunication. This serves as a reminder that after
the recent Bruce campaign in Ireland the pope had enjoined on cenain of the bishops the duty of
restraining the clergy from inciting the people to rebellion. In 1318 the pope had sent his
congratulations on the defeat of the Bruces.80 The second point in the king's plan proposed papal
condemnation for the practice of barring English postulants from Irish monasteries - a reminder that
racial prejudice worked both ways. The third point, which is the one that mainly concerns us here,
visualised unions of the existing Irish dioceses in order to reduce their number to ten, each centred
in a civitas regia. Pope John gave the plan a sympathetic hearing, but in the matter of diocesan
unions he contented himself with decreeing, 31 July 1327, the amalgamation of (a) Tuam, Achonry,
Kilmacduagh and Annaghdown; (b) Cork and Cloyne; (c) Lismore and W a t e r f ~ r d . ~ ~
The king, in requesting the unions, had given poverty of the sees as one of his
arguments, and this was cenainly valid in the case of Waterford, where the valuation is given as
f33.6s.8d. As far back as 1228, Henry I11 had requested the union of Waterford and Lismore on
the same gr0unds.~2 Pope John, in the decree of union. Fives an additional argument - that the
move would restore the ancient unity of the entire dismcr. .- The decree was to become effective on
the voidance of either see by death or resignation. Nevenheless, nothing was done to implement it
when Nicholas Welifed of Waterford died in 1337. At a later date it was stated that John Leynach
of Lismore was then presiding over Limerick also.84 It is clear too that Lismore would not have
given much support to the idea of union, especially as the pope expressly states that he is complying
with a request of the English king. Bishop John Leynach had been consecrated for Lismore in
1323, and as he lived to 135485he must have been active in 1337. As Waterford was the poorer
see, Lismore would have had nothing to gain by the union. For whatever reason, the election of a
successor to Bishop Nicholas proceeded in the normal way.
Richard Fraunceys (1338-c.1349)
When Nicholas died in June 1337, the temporalities of the see were taken into the custody of the
escheator, who on the following 3 October delivered to the exchequer the sum of f 5.4s.6112d. rent
and issues of the bishopric.86 By 6 April 1338 the temporalities were delivered to the bishop-elect,
Richard Fraunceys.87 The new bishop was a former dean of the diocese, the same whose chattels
had been seized.88 The name is variously spelled Franceys, Franceis, Francis, and eventually
Frenssh. It is obviously of Norman origin, and the family seems to have been active in the king's
service.89

See Watt, 'Negotiations between Edward II and John XXll concerning Ireland' in Irish Historical
Studies. x. 37 (1956), 1 ff.
Cal. papal letters, ii. 422.
Watt (loc. cit.) gives three possible reasons for the pope's
attitude.
He wanted English support to counterbalance French pressure at Avignon, he wanted
support for a new crusade, and he considered that as feudal lord of England he had a duty to
protect his vassal in times of stress.
Cal. papal letters, ii. 261. Theiner, Vetera Mon. pp 238-9.
Cal. docs. Ire. i. no. 1616.
It will be recalled that this was the plan of the lrlsh reformers at Rathbreasail in 11 1 1 .
Theiner, Vetera Mon. p. 324.
We know that in the same year Maurice Rochfort of Limerick
was elected and confirmed without royal licence and the chapter had to pay 100s. penalty
(Begley. Diocese of Limerick, i. 200).
Gams. Series Episcoporum. p. 228.
Pipe roll xi Ed. Ill, in 45th Report D. K.P.R.I. p. 48.
Pipe roll xi Ed. Ill, in 53rd Report D.K.P.R.I.p. 36.
See above.
See references in the various rolls.
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Richard was one of three Irish bishops who in 1346 obtained from the pope an indult to
visit churches and monasteries in their dioceses by deputy and to receive procurations.90
According to Lynch he made a grant, with the consent of the dean and chapter, to the prior and
convent of St. Katherine, of the church and land of Cluanfadde, the ecclesiastical benefice of Nove
Villa, and the church of Killotteran. In exchange the prior and convent were to pay to the cathedral
chapter twenty silver shillings and cede to them the church of B ~ r r i n . ~It' is doubtful if Lynch's
dating of this grant is correct, as the church of Killotteran belonged to St. Katherine's as early as
1210, 92 and in the taxation of the early 14th century the revenue of the church of Boryn (Bumn)
formed part of the communia of the dean and chapter.93 One would conclude therefore that the
grant here given by Lynch was made at a much earlier date, perhaps by Bishop Robert I.
Richard died about 1349. We know that the Black Death struck Waterford that
summer 94 and it may be that the bishop was one of the victims. A fragment of the seal of Richard
Fraunceys is preserved in the British Library, attached to a document containing an indulgence for
benefactors to the chapel of St. Elizabeth at Winchester. It is dated 1340.95

Robert Elyot (deprived)
By the time Richard Fraunceys died, the prodecure for the election of bishops to certain sees had
changed somewhat, many of them being reserved to the pope, who appointed the bishop. The
chapter of Waterford proceeded to elect a successor for Richard, and chose one of the canons,
Robert Elyot. The election was confirmed by Ralph archbishop of Cashel, who consecrated the
bishop-elect. The election and consecration were later annulled by the pope, Clement VI, 'seeing
that the see was reserved to the pope'. In place of Robert, the pope appointed Roger Craddock, 'a
friar minor in priest's orders', and sent the customary mandates to the chapter, to the clergy and
people of the city and diocese, to the archbishop of Cashel, and to King Edward.g6 This
appointment is dated 2 March 1350. Two years later, the Pope appointed the deprived bishop,
Robert Elyot, to the vacant see of Killala.97

Roger Craddock (1350-61)
Roger Craddock, as his name is usually spelled, was the last bishop of the separate see of
Waterford, which he ruled for thirteen years.
We have reason to believe that Roger was a persona non grata with the bishop of
Lismore, with the archbishop of Cashel, and even with the dean of Waterford and the city fathers.
In 1353 Roger accompanied the justiciar, Thomas de Rokeby, on his campaigns into Thomond and
Desmond. At Bunratty Castle 'two Irishmen were convicted of heresy, namely of a gross insult to
the Blessed Virgin Mary'. Though Bunratty was i n the diocese of Killaloe, and consequently
outside Roger's jurisdiction, the latter had the two men condemned and burned for heresy.g8 The
reaction of Roger's metropolitan, Archbishop Ralph Kelly, was immediate and violent. 'On the
Thursday immediately after the feast of St. Francis, a little before midnight, the said archbishop of
Cashel secretly entered the cemetery at Waterford by the postern gate of St. Katherine with a great
Cal. papal letters. iii. 33.
Lynch. De Praesulibus, ii. 106.
Cal. papal letters, i. 35: Sheehy Pont. Hib. i. 143.
Cal. docs. Ire. v. 303.
Cal. papal petitions, p. 331 .
B.L.. Add. Charter 5486.
Cal. papal letters, iii. 329: Theiner, Vetera Mon. p. 293.
Cal. papal letters. iii. 422: Theiner, op. cit. p. 296.
This story, translated from Cotton MS Vesp. B. XI. 1 . 127v. told in Gwynn 8 Gleeson. Diocese of Killaloe, p.
365. It is also given in Ware, lrish Bishops. p. 353. and in Lynch. De Praesulibus. ii. 107.
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multitude of armed men and insulted the said bishop of Waterford in his lodging, and gravely
wounded the bishop himself, and many others with him, and despoiled them of their goods.' This
account, which is taken from a Franciscan source, and consequently may be taken to give Roger's
view of the incident, goes on to say that the archbishop's attack was carried out on the advice of
Walter Reve, 'who pretended that he was dean of Waterford', and of the mayor of Waterford.
In 1354 Bishop John Leynach of Lismore died, and in the following year, while Lismore
was still vacant, Roger received from Pope Innocent VI confirmation, with exemplification, of the
decision of John XXII touching the union of Waterford and Lismore.g9 It will be recalled that in
Pope John's letters, which are stated to have been lost, it was laid down that the union was to take
effect on the voidance of either see by death or resignation. Since Lismore was now vacant, Roger
could expect to become bishop of the united dioceses. This did not take place, and it is reasonable
to suppose that his disagreement with the archbishop of Cashel had something to do with the fact.
Ralph was an Irishman and a Carmelite, Roger an English Franciscan. We know that Archbishop
Ralph was at the Roman court in 1358,100and in that same year Thomas le Reve, archdeacon of
Cashel, became bishop of Lismore.lol There is little doubt that Thomas was a relative, probably a
brother, of the dean of Waterford, Walter le Reve. One of Thomas's first acts as bishop of Lismore
was to seek papal confirmation for Walter's tenure of the deanery of Waterford.1°2 There is no
evidence that the archbishop showed any unfavourable reaction towards this interference in the
affairs of another diocese.

Of the intrigues of the next three years we know nothing but the outcome. On 15
December 1361 Roger Craddock was translated to the see of Llandaff in Wales.103 Two years later
Bishop Thomas le Reve became bishop of the united dioceses of Waterford and L i s m o r ~ . ~ ~ ~
List of Abbreviations
A.F.M.
A.L.C.
A. u.
Cal. docs. Ire.
ClynS Annals
I.E.R.
Proc. R.I.A.
Report D.K.P.R.I.
R.S.A.I. Jn.
Waterford Arch. Soc. Jn.

-

Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland by the Four Masters
The Annals of Loch C t
The Annals of Ulster
Calendar of documents relanng to Ireland
The Annals of Ireland by Friar John Clyn and Thady
Dowling
- Irish Ecclesiastical Record
- Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy
- Report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records in
Ireland
- Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland
- Journal of the Waterford & South-East of Ireland
Archaeological Society

(To be cont~nued)
99
100
101
102
103
104

Cal. papal /ewers, iii. 572; Theiner. Vetera Mon. p. 307.
Cal. papal petitions. p. 331.
ibld. p. 342. Gams. Series Episcoporum, p. 228.
Cal. papal petitions, p. 330.
Handbook of Br~tishChronology, p. 276.
Theiner. Vetera Mon., p. 324.
Bishop Thomas
Episcoporum. p. 228).

died

in

December

1393

(Gams.

Series

P.J. FOLEY

45

A WATERFORD POLYMATH, P.J. FOLEY:
VISIONARY OR CHARLATAN?
by Des Cowman
'Polymath' was a useful word applied in Victorian times to multitalented individuals such as John
O'Donovan, Richard Griffith and Robert Kane. In that mould, at least according to his own
publicity, was Waterford citizen P.J. Foley. He may in fact have been such a polymath, but he is
also something of an enigma in that the surviving evidence about him is contradictory.
He first came to public attention in 1822, when he advertised a series of lectures to be
given by himself 'on the Doctrines and Principles of Chemical Philosophy and Astronomy,
including the Principles of Optics, Hydrostatics, Pneumatics and Electricity'. Such enlightenment
could be had for six shillings per head (about two weeks' wages for a labourer)'. The following
year he added 'practicals' to his lecture course; these would include analysis of local minerals and
ores. This is the first intimation of an interest that was to occupy much of the next thirty years of his
life. It would seem that the Waterford citizenry were not yet ready for this erudition. Reports on his
lectures complained of 'apathy', stating that they were attended only by 'twelve men and a few
women'2. For good measure, Foley was also able to inform the public how to prevent typhus
during the epidemic of 1823-4.3
His era, however, was to dawn in 1824 when what was described as 'speculative mania'
in Irish mineral potential was unleashed. Four mining companies were set up and found themselves
in competition for likely sites.4 That July, Foley announced that he had opened marble quarries in
the highly unlikely mineralogical area of Drumdowney, as well as being about to open a copper
mine on the equally unlikely Carew estate at Bal1inamona.s
Following the inevitable failure of these, he wrote a long letter, published in three parts, to
~
the Dublin Morning Post, advocating the mineral resources of County W a t e r f ~ r d . He
specifically states in the second of these that he hopes to attract the attention of 'pamotic individuals'
who are about to open Ireland's mines, and he lays particular emphasis on the possibilities of
Knockmahon. In his third letter he expresses outrage against the inspector for one of these
companies, the Mining Company of Ireland, who dismissed Knockmahon, saying that he would
'not give five pence for all the ore that would ever be taken out of there'.
Even though he himself lacked the resources to develop the mines, he claims to have
persuaded the landowners of the mineral potential which had been thus turned down. He apparently
got them to finance a mining operation there towards the end of 1824, and under his supervision
100 workmen were employed.' According to himself, however, this was just a ploy to get one of
the landowners, the bishop of Waterford, to invite the Mining Company of Ireland to re-examine
Knockmahon. The ploy would appear to have worked, as in January 1825 the company did
1
2
3
4
5

6
7

Waterford Chronicle. 2 May 1822. ad.
Wateriord Minor, 22 Oct. and 8 Nov. 1823.
ibid. 20 Sept. 1823. letter from Foley.
Cowman. forthcoming, on mining boom of 1824.
Waterford Minor. 24 July 1824, item headed 'Mineralogy'.
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reconsider the area and shortly afterwards took a lease on it.8 Not only was Foley vindicated, but
in the long term his persistence was to prove most fortunate for the Mining Company of Ireland, and
their operation was to turn into (in their own words) 'one of the most extensive mines in the
EmpireI.9 He could reasonably have expected the company to reward him with permanent
employment, but this did not happen. Certainly he was not there when the full extent of the find
was discovered in 1828 and there were celebrations in Bunmahon when the people 'drank and
danced until a late hourt.10 Moreover, in a later controversy about who was most responsible for
the beginnings of Knockmahon mines, Foley is not mentioned." Nor indeed does it seem he was
consulted when a local farmer tried to set up his own mining company to exploit the silver which
was thought to lie along Kilmunin valley.12
The Rev. R. H. Ryland, in his history of Waterford published that year (1824), says that
the local people were digging lead-silver out of the strand there. Ryland gives geological details
about the eastern part of the county - details which it seems he got from Foley. Resumably Foley
was extremely annoyed not to be given credit in the text of the book? It may well have been a
somewhat cynical and disillusioned P. J. Foley that turned his hand once again to lecturing and
offered himself to the citizens of Waterford as an instructor in 'Philosophy, Chemistry, Mineralogy
and Geology'.14 By the end of 1825 he was looking for ore again in a most unlikely geological
setting, Benvoy. Along the coast there he claimed to have found not only copper and iron pyrites
but gold! Possibly on the strength of that, he bought or leased a house there.15 This was
convenient for a second operation which he began at the end of that year at Cruach near Dunhill,
where he claimed to have raised lead.16 The adits, presumably from that operation, are still there.
Then, early in 1826, he persuaded some members of Waterford Chamber of Commerce to set up a
joint stock company, the Waterford Mining Company, with himself as 'secretary, pro-tem'. He
informed the public that 'there is scarcely an estate in the county of Waterford that does not contain
ores or minerals of value'. Furthermore, it was the 'duty' of landlords to help develop these
minerals in order to benefit their tenants. Shares were offered to the public who, it seems,
expressed little interest, as he abandoned his advertising campaign after just three weeks.17
What he did over the following year is not clear, but in March 1826 he offered his services
to local landowners as a free-lance mineralogical surveyor for a fee of one guinea a day. Not only
would he test for minerals, but he would also test the soil, repon on antiquities,'etc'.l8 He backed
this up with a number of 'news items' through letters reporting on the minerals he had just
discovered on the estates of proprietors wise enough to hire him. He had found coal at Ballinacrea
on the Christmas estate, only four miles from the city; he'd discovered a range of unspecified
minerals at Mount Congreve, with a promise of 'immediate opening' by one of the four new
ibid, 7 and 26 Jan. 1825; Waterford Mirror. 9 July 1825. letter from Foley. Further detail from Foley in
letter to the Mining Journal, 1842, p. 50
See D. Cowman. 'Life and work in an Irish mining camp c. 1840: Knockmahon Copper Mines in County
no. 14, May 1980. pp 28-42.
Waterford', 0-s
Waterford Mirror. 1825. 21 July, letter 'W" of Annestown. Others are mentioned. but not Foley, and it
would have been untypical of him not to comment publicly in the weeks that followed.
Mining Journal, 1842, letters pp 118. 125-6. 134 (3 letters, one from Foley claiming his own role. which
continud to be ignored by other letter writers), 150. and 157 (three letters).
Waterford Mirror. 1825. editorials, 31 Jan. and 2 Feb.
Ryland, R.H.. The History, Topography and Antiquities of the County and City of Waterford, London. 1824.
The index has 'Foley, Mr., his geological remarks, p. 231'. On that page a geological profile of both banks of
the Suir immediately west ot the city is given, prefaced by the sentence 'It may be as well to add a few
explanatory remarks by the author of the sketch'. The sketch appears ten pages later, and only an
observant reader will note in the bottom lett-hand corner the words 'P.J. Foley del.'
Cork Constitution. 7 Jan. 1825.
Waterford Mirror. 1 Oct. 1825. 'Mining Intelligence'. and 15 March 1826. letter from Foley with address
'Benvoy Cottage'.
ibid. 26 Dec. 1825. 'Mining Intelligence'.
ibid. first ad appearing on 18 Feb. 1826. finishing on 15 March 1826.
ibid. 15-29 March 1826.
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companies, the Royal Irish Mining Company; for another of the companies, the Imperial Mining
Company, he'd discovered lead and copper at Ballybrennock and Carrickadustry as well as slate at
Stonehouse and Kn~ckduff.'~None of these came to anything, and a fifteen-year gap follows in
which no more is heard of him.
He resurfaces in 1841, claiming credit for the reopening of Ross slate quames near
Kilmacthoma~.~~
A year later he is in Limerick but reporting on mines in Meath. By 1844 he is in
London but still writing in detail about Irish
Sometime during the following year he gave
expression to this advocacy by leasing a mining site in west Cork and commencing operations there
in late 1845.22 Presumably on the basis of his experience of that area, he wrote a four-part series
of articles mainly dealing with the mining area of West Carbery in Cork. Meanwhile, an
anonymous correspondent (himself?) to the Mining Journal referred to him as a man 'to whom
Ireland is somewhat indebted' for his promotion of Irish mining.23 And indeed, five years later,
other mining interests were attracted to the area which he had advocated and a great deal of
speculative investment followed.
P. J. Foley was obviously a man who had to earn a living. There a n gaps in information
about him, such as when and whom he married, what children he had and how he sustained them.
Sometimes, it would seem, he had to eat humble pie, as when in his fifties he had to work for a
well-qualified geologist, Dr Holdsworth, who presumed a knowledge of Irish mining based on
experience far less detailed than Foley's own.24 Immediately after that, it seems he had a job
managing a copper and a sulphur mine to the west of Lough Cong in Galway between June and
December 1 85 1.25
By the end of 1851 other opportunities had opened up in Irish mining, particularly in the
area he had advocated in 1845-6. Even before he had finished with the Galway mine, it seems he
had already taken initiatives to return to his earlier mine in west Cork. The name of the townland on
which it stood could be used to describe the entire early 1850s phase of mineralogical activity in the
West Carbery area. The place was Crookhaven; the phase was that of 'bubble companies' set up to
exploit the gullibility of potential investors.26
During this mining period he was involved in four companies in West Carbery. There is
no suggestion of fraud in relation to his reworking of Crookhaven, nor to another mine of his at
Duneen near Clonakilty. However, he was independently the major beneficiary for the Carbery
West Mining Company of Ireland (Boulysalough, Co. Cork) Gray and Purple Silver-Copper
Mines, and the South Cork Argentiferous Copper Mining Company, which leased Ballydehob.
Both were set up in 1852 and shared the same London offices. A great deal of activity took place
there in selling shares, manipulating share prices, issuing laudatory reports on both operations, and
concealing from shareholders the fact that the mines were worthless and that at Boulysalach Foley
had apparently ordered the main shaft to be sunk in the wrong place. When shareholders eventually
ibid. 15 March. 20 May and 6 Nov. respectively. 1826.
Mining Journal. 1841. p. 347, 'Mining Notice'.
ibid. 1842. pp 213 and 261. two items 'Mines of Ireland' 1 8 1 1 by Foley. re Brownstown. Navan, from
Limerick: ibid., 1844, p. 94,letter headed no. 1. though there seem to be no others.
ibid, 1846, p. 67. anon. report (from Foley?) and p. 105, letter from Foley with reasonable geological
detail of Crookhaven.
ibid, 1846, pp 94, 105. 117 and 158. letters I-IV. Foley: p. 67, anon., 'from Correspondents'.
NLI MS 20916, notebook of P.J. Foley. The first page of this is an account in his own writing of sums
received by him from Dr Holdsworth between 5 Sept. and 28 Dec. 1850. Holdsworth's insights into Irish
mining amounted to a bland series of generalisations published as Geology. Minerals, Mines and Soils of
Ireland. ..... London, 1857.
ibid.. notebook. reports on mines in Orumsnauve and Glengowla.
Cowman and Reilly. The Abandonded Mines of West Carbery: Promoters, adventures and miners. G.S.I..
1988. chapter 9. 'The anatomy of a Bubble Company fraud'.
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forced the selling of this particular mine, Foley did not turn up. He later explained that by an
'extraordinary' coincidence his Ballydehob mine was for sale at exactly the same time. Since he
could not be at both sales simultaneously, he went to neither one!n
By the end of 1854 Foley was still operating - out of the same London office - as a 'Civil
and Mining Engineer' (the source of these qualifications unspecified) and offering its services as a
'General Mining Agency1.28 References survive to his attempts to keep his West Carbery mines
alive in 1855, but after that Foley disappears from view again, this time permanently. Few other
biographical details survive about him. There is mention of a son-in-law named Grant, whom Foley
cited as a mining expert and got to draw up a report praising the potential of Ballydehob. Grant,
however, was just a carpenter.19
Foley also had a son, who signed himself Pierre J. Foley. A nicely scripted report from
him survives in the archives of the Geological Survey of Ireland. It is a highly laudatory report on
the mineral potential of Cappagh in west Cork. Written across 1: however, is a note by a senior
geologist: 'Not the least dependence may be placed on any staizrrent by the above young mant.30
The irony is that young Foley was not altogether wrong. Durirg :he 1860s and early '70s nearly
1000 tons of rich ore were removed from Cappagh.3' It would seem that the enigma had passed to
a new generation.

27
28
29

30
31

ibid., ch. 12. 'Mr. Foley's Bubble Companies at Boulysalach. Crookhaven. Ballydehob and Duneen', with
references from the Mining Journal on pp 157-9.
Mining Journal. ad. on 11 Nov. 1854.
Mining Journal. 1855, p. 467, letter from Foley yielding to pressure from shareholders and admitting that
the author of the laudatory report was a carpenter and his son-in-law, but calls him' a practical all-round
man'.
Part of this is reproduced in Cowman and Reilly, 1988. p. 97.
ibid., table. 0 . 117.

DRUMCANNON INSCRIPTIONS

49

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS AT
DRUMCANNON, Co. Waterford
Transcribed by Julian C . Walton

In the days of the Fianna, two giants lived on adjacent hillsides to the north-east of the present town
of Tramore. One was called Longa, and he lived at Carraig Longa or Caniglong; the second was
none other than Conan Maol, the bald and boastful companion of Fionn MacCumhail, and he lived
at Drom Chondin or Drumcannon. The giants were often on unfriendly terms and expressed their
bad neighbourliness by hurling huge sandstone boulders at each other across the valley. As proof
of the truth of this story, many of the boulders may still be seen on the hillside of Camglong and in
the valley below, and the ordnance map marks the position of one great stone at Drumcannon which
Conan used to throw around just to keep himself in practice. The hills where these giants lived
were named after them, and this is the authentic (?) origin of Drumcannon, meaning Conan's
Ridge.'
The medieval church stands on top of the ridge and commands a spectacular view. It is
reached from the boreen that runs over the hill and connects the old Waterford-Tramore road with
the road from Tramore to Dunmore. The building fell into decay during the turbulent years of
Elizabeth's reign and was in ruins by the time of the regal visitation of 1615; only the south and
west walls now survive. The west gable is intact and is surmounted by a small belfry with two
openings, similar in style to those at Faithlegg and St. Michael's in Waterf~rd.~
For two centuries after the Reformation, the parish was completely neglected by the
established church, there being neither an operational place of worship nor a resident clergyman.
Then in 1735 Bishop Milles, a great reactivator of old churches in his diocese (most notably St
Olaf s) attached a small church to the east end of the medieval building. The Rev. Edward Thomas
was installed as curate, and Bishop Este raised him to the rank of rector in 1743. The Rev. Daniel
Sandoz became both chancellor of Waterford and rector of Drumcannon in 1749, and remained in
office until his death in 1798. He was succeeded as rector by his curate, the Rev. John Cooke, who
held the post until he died in 1845. Thus for a period of almost a hundred years, from 1749 to
1845, the parish had only two incumbents.
John Cooke was a son of Theodore Cooke, the town clerk of Waterford, and lived at
Woodlands near Faithlegg.3 Rector of Drumcannon from 1798, he appears to have had de facto
charge of the parish since his appointment as curate in 1791, Sandoz being both aged and absent.
From the start he kept proper records, establishing both a vestry minute-book and a register of
baptisms, marriages and burials. At the back of the minute-book he kept a duplicate register, which
-

1

2
3

V. Rev. P. Canon Power. The place-names of Decies, pp 348-50.
V . Rev. P. Canon Power, 'The anclent ruined churches of Co. Waterford', In Jnl of Waterford &
S.E.I. Arch. Soc., i (1894), pp 134-7.
Now part of the farm buildings of the present Woodlands, which was built in the 1840s. It IS the
home of the present wrlter.
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was fortunate for posterity as the original registers of the parish were destroyed in the Public Record
Office in 1922. The extant baptismal and burial registers date only from the beginning of the
present century; the marriage register dates from 1845.
By the turn of the century Trarnore was a growing market town and its reputation as a
seabathing centre was long established. It was obviously absurd for the parish church to be on a
desolate hillside two miles away, so in 1805 Cooke applied to the Board of First Fruits for a loan
towards building a new church in the town itself. The vestry minutes show that the church was in
operation by 1806; it was consecrated in 1809. At about the same time Cooke (who up till then
used to ride over from Woodlands to take the services) built a glebe-house at Westlands, not far
from Newtown Cove. He was evidently a diligent pastor, and we learn much about the state of the
parish in his time from his description of it in Mason's Statistical Swvey of Ireland ( 1814). On his
death in 1845 he was buried not at Trarnore or Drumcannon but in his ancestral tomb at St. John's
in Waterford. By this time Tramore had expanded considerably, and the church he had built was no
longer adequate for the needs of the parish, so his successor the Rev. Edward Dalton replaced it
with the present fine building, which was consecrated in 1851.4
John Cooke's parish was large in extent, embracing the civil parishes of Drumcannon,
Kilmacleague, Kilmacomb, Ballygunner and Ballinakill, but the register shows how few in number
were his parishioners, the vast majority of the inhabitants being Catholic. There seems to have been
a masshouse at Drumcannon in penal times, for the Rev. Theobald Burke, named as parish priest in
the 1704 registration of popish clergy, is stated to have resided there. Two of his successors,
Richard Hogan (died 1764) and Patrick Leahy (died 1785) were commemorated on a tombstone at
Drumcannon (no. 38). During the pastorate of Nicholas Phelan (died 1830) a chapel was
established at Tramore. The present parish church, 'one of the finest structures of its kind in
Ireland, an enduring monument to the architectural genius of McCarthy and to the magnificent
courage and resource of Rev. Nicholas Cantwell', was erected between 1856 and 187
The
marriage register dates from 1785, but there is a gap between 1840 and 1859; the baptismal register
dates from 1798, but there is a gap from 1831 to 1857.
Today Drumcannon churchyard presents a sorry picture of neglect. The medieval and
18th-century churches, built end to end and conveying the impression of being one very long
building (though they were actually in use at different periods), are covered in ivy, while the
adjoining graveyard is a mass of briars and long grass, even in winter. The boreen runs along the
east side of the graveyard, from which the ground rises steeply. This is partly due to the site being
at the top of a hill, but also because the dead have been interred here for many centuries, body being
piled on top of body. In old graveyards, headstones generally face east to meet the rising sun (a
symbol of resurrection), and at Drumcannon on a bright morning all but the most obdurate
inscriptions may be read with surprising clarity; once the sun has passed behind them, however, or
if the weather is dull, many are virtually illegible. To the south, the adjoining field comes right up
to the church wall, so that there are no monuments to be seen on this side (excavation in the field at
some future date might prove rewarding). This is most unusual, for it is generally on the south side
of a church that one finds the oldest gravestones; as the shadow of the church never falls here, this
side was thought
->e lucky, whereas the north, being in shadow for so much of the day, was
avoided until there as no space left elsewhere in the graveyard. At Drumcannon, however, there
being no space to the south, the dead were left to take their chance on the north side.

-
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Rev. W. H. Rennison, Succession list of the clergy of Waterford & Lismore, pp 105-07.
V . Rev. P . Canon Power. Waterford and Lismore: A compendious history, pp 265-8.
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The enclosure at Drumcannon contains 85 inscribed monuments. The great majority of
these date between 1730 and 1830, which is exactly what one would expect in a graveyard of this
nature. Most of them commemorate members of the Catholic rural middle class; Protestants at that
period set no great store by tombstone inscriptions, and few of the names in Rev. John Cooke's
register appear on these monuments (the Lane family being the principal exception). Moreover, it
cannot be repeated too often that the individuals commemorated on tombstones represent only a tiny
fraction of those buried in a graveyard such as this. namely those whose relatives had the means and
the inclination to have a monument erected. For the historian, however, tombstone inscriptions are a
record of great importance; indeed, in the case of many of the individuals commemorated here, their
inscriptions may be the only evidence that they ever existed.
The publication of monumental inscriptions is already an established feature of Decies,
and a special mbute must be paid to the work of John Mulholland in the Suadbally area and of the
late Hugh Ryan at Mothel and Dysen. It is intended to continue this precedent. The inscriptions at
Drumcannon were recorded in March 1973 as a contribution to the archive being compiled by the
Irish Genealogical Research S ~ c i e t y .They
~ are presented in alphabetical order of surname, with
appropriate cross-references. The original spelling has been preserved (but not the line-endings or
punctuation), except where it has been necessary for the sake of clarity to write some abbreviated
words in full. The monuments are all headstones, except where described by such terms as ledger
(horizontal slab), box-tomb, table-tomb, and so on. Several of the inscriptions had been copied on
previous occasions: ten are given in the MSS of Edmond Walsh Kelly; four were contributed by a
and the same work also has a
Miss B. Torrens to the journal of the Memorials Ass~ciation,~
mystery item, allegedly from Drumcannon;B the priests' inscription (no. 38 below) is no longer
visible, and we give the text as copied by Canon Power?
The earliest stone is the Carew ledger of 1708109 (no. 7). while the earliest headstone is
no. 24 (1730). It will come as no surprise to learn that the commonest surname is Power (sixteen
inscriptions), while other common names are Phelan or Whealan (ten), Fling, Flinn or Flynn (six),
Walsh (five) and Brown (four). Over thirty placenames are mentioned, all of them local except in
the case of references to counties Clare (no. 13), Galway (no. 20). King's (no. 32). Queen's (no.
79), and Tipperary (nos 42,79). Occupations mentioned include clothier (nos 41.82). cooper (no.
19), farmer (no. 34), miller (no. 52), priest (no. 38), servant (no. 72), shipwright (no. 4), and
soldier (nos 42, 43).
While the importance of monumental inscriptions as a genealogical source is now
generally recognised, 'the decorative carving on the monuments has received nothing like the
attention it deserves. In the achievements of the local stone-cutters we have, after all, the principal
surviving form of Irish vernacular sculpture in the 18th and 19th centuries'. The tombstones of east
Waterford, while not in the same class as those of Wicklow/Wexford, Louth and west Clare, 'do
have a distinctive decorative style which is more varied and interesting than that prevailing in most
of the country'.1° Those at Drumcannon are no exception. Several stones have decoration of a
more or less conventional nature (nos 31, 35, 56, 69 - skull and crossbones in the latter case), but
no fewer than eight stones have elaborate arrangements of the symbols of the Passion (nos 14, 18,
47, 50, 51, 63, 66, 67). Moreover, one of these, that of the family of Edmond Power of
See Irish Genealogist, vol. 6, no. 1 (1980),pp 2-4.
Journal of the Association for the Preservation of the Memorials of the Dead. Ireland, ix, no. 4

(1glS), pp 364-5.
See end of article.
'Ancient ruined churches', p. 136.
See J.

C. Walton, 'Pictorial decoration on east Waterford tombstones', in Decies, no.

1980), pp 67-83.
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Boreenclough, 1785 (no. 63), is signed 'Neillfecir'. The carver was Matthias Neill, a stone-cutter
whose premises were i n William Street (he was probably the son of Henry Neill, carver of the
monument in Christ Church Cathedral to Benjamin Moms, who died in 1743). This is the only
signed east Waterford passion-stone that I have come across, apart from the work of John Carew. ;
He also signed the headstone to Elizabeth Phelan and her parents, 1783 (no. 56) and two stones in
St. Patrick's, both dated 178 1.11
t

The carving on the headstone of Pamck Mullins of BaUyboy, who died in 1781 (no. 5 I),
is of particular merit (Figure 1). The decorated part of the stone is neatly bisected by the tall,
slender cross, across which are laid diagonally the ladder, the spear, and the sponge on the pole.
The thirty pieces of silver are divided into two stacks, one on each side of the cross. At the far left
is the empty tomb, and the space between it and the silver is filled by the seat of Pilate, the hammer,
two nails, the ointment-jar, and the three dice (the winning throw was an unbeatable three sixes!).
At the far right is a four-pointed star, and the remaining space i~ occupied by the cock on the pillar,
the scourge, the crown of thorns, and the pincers holding a third nail. All these objects are depicted
with a glorious disregard for proportion, and are probably as clear today as when they were carved
over two hundred years ago.

F i g . 1 2 . Drumcannon. P a t r i c k M u l l i n s , 1 7 8 1 .

Figure 2
Headstone of Patrick Mullins of Ballyboy, 1781 (no. 5 1)
It is unlikely that we will ever learn very much more about most of the individuals
commemorated at Drumcannon than the inscriptions tell us. Sometimes there is obviously a story
that begs investigation - a friendship with a tragic ending (no. 5). a feud between families (no. 70) but alas, the details will probably never be known. Likewise, it is doubtful whether Maurice
Kennedy (no. 39) ever reached his century: old people were generally wildly inaccurate about their
ages before the introduction of the Pensions Act in 1909 - and sometimes after it as well! It is even
less likely that Edmond Donohue of Ballycasheen (no. 14) reached the age credited to him, though
the figures are quite clearly carved. Presumably the stone-cutter wrote 68 instead of 86, or vice
versa, and then added a third digit by way of correction, thereby creating worse confusion.
I I

op. cit.. pp 77-8.
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In the case of a few families, it is possible to provide some biographical information.
THE CAREWS (nos 7, 8, 53.54)
Robert Carew (no. 7), who died on 9 February 1709,12was the founder of his family's fortunes.
Partly by royal patent and partly by purchase, he acquired estates in Counties Tipperary,
Fermanagh, Waterford and Wexford, including Ballyboro (Castle Boro), which remained the seat
of his descendants the Lords Carew until it was burned in 1922. Through his marriage with Anne,
daughter and co-heiress of Andrew Lynn of Waterford, he also acquired Ballinamona. He was high
sheriff of Co. Wexford in 1686 and of Co. Waterford in 1703.
His eldest son mamed a wealthy Wexford heiress named Elizabeth Shapland. Upon his
death in 1721 she married John Mutlow of Woodstown. She had no children by Mutlow, and on
her death in 1765 Woodstown passed to the Carews. It was a second residence of the family until
the death in 1901 of the widow of the first Lord Carew, aged 103.
Robert Carew had also a younger son Andrew (named after his grandfather Andrew
Lynn), who inherited Ballinamona. Upon his death without issue it passed to his nephew Thomas
Carew, who was the direct ancestor of the late Major R. J. H. Carew. Major Carew's wife is
commemorated in no. 8. The late Roberta Parkes (nos 53,54) was their only child.I3
NORCOTT D'ESTERRE (no. 13)
The d'Esterres were a Huguenot family who settled at Rossmanagher Castle, Co. Clare, in the late
17th century. Norcott, who died at Tramore in 1799, was the younger son of Henry dlEsterre I1 of
Rossmanagher. He cannot have been aged 79, as alleged on his tombstone, as his parents were
married only in 1724. He inherited three townlands of the family estate in trust from his father, and
in 1761 married Catherine, daughter of Alderman Harding Parker of Hillbrook, Co. Cork. They
had five sons and five daughters, and Norcott may have come to Tramore to attend the wedding of
their eldest daughter Catherine to Abraham Atkins of Waterford. They were mamed at Drumcannon
on 26 May 1799, a few weeks before Norcott's death.
The dlEsterres seem to have been a belligerent lot, even by the standards of the 18thcentury Irish gentry. In 1747 Norcott's father was at loggerheads with his rector, who complained
that d'Esterre had offered his hay to be tithed 'in cocks about the bigness of a man's hat' and had
unfairly separated the oats from the barley, cut down an osiery untithed, and kept for himself the
tithes of potatoes, honey, geese, milk, pigs, and kitchen garden produce.
All of Norcott's five sons were either soldiers or sailors, and two came to a violent end.
The youngest, John Neville Norcott, was a member of Dublin Corporation in 1815 when, taking
exception to Daniel O'Connell's description of the Corporation as 'beggarly', he threatened to
horse-whip him. The outcome was a duel, in which d'Esterre was shot in the groin; he died a few
days later. O'Connell displayed suitable remorse by wearing, whenever he went to Communion, a
black glove over the hand that had fired the fatal trigger, and he generously helped the young widow
12

Prior to the calendar change of 1752, the new year began on 25 March, not 1 January. Therefore,
in order to obtain the correct year in the new style of dating, a year must be added to all dates
between 1 January and 24 March.

13

See Burke's Peerage and Burke's Irish Family Records.
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recover debts of £6,000. The latter further consoled herself by marrying a son of Arthur
Guinness.14
THE PORTERS (no. 62)
The Porters were one of the principal Catholic merchant families of Waterford in the 16th and 17th
centuries. John Porter of Ballydrislane, who died in 1759 aged 60 and is the first to be
commemorated on the family tombstone, may have been the son of Nicholas Porter of Waterford,
who had a confirmation of his coat of arms in 1717; if so, then he must have conformed to the
established church to avoid the confiscation of his estate under the penal laws. His son Thomas
Porter, who died in 1782 in his 45th year, married a daughter of Richard Kearney of Waterford,
member of a junior branch of the Kearneys of Blanchville, Co. Kilkenny.ls They had a daughter
Elizabeth, who married Arthur Dobbyn of the Ballinakill family, and several sons, including
Richard Kearney Porter, who died in 1789 in his sixteenth year, 'universally beloved and sincerely
lamented'. Unfortunately the eldest son John, who had inherited the Ballydnslane estate, also died
in the same year in London. His only son Thomas, a minor, died soon after (the Porters seem to
have been somewhat unfortunate with their sons), whereupon the estate was claimed by an uncle
named James, son of Thomas Porter senior. John's widow, however, fought back on behalf of her
daughter Hannah, and each side published advertisements in the Waterford Mirror denouncing the
other's claims. There, alas, we must leave them, for much research remains to be done on the
Porters before their full story can be revealed.16

THE INSCRIPTIONS
BAILLIE: See 85.
BARRY: Erected by Molly and Johanna Barry of Tramore in memory of their father Pamck
Barry who died December 22nd 1893 aged 52 years, and their mother Mary Barry who
died April 6th 1896 aged 44 years.
BRITT: [+ IHS, 2 fine small hour-glasses].
This stone was erected by Thomas Britt. Here lyeth the body of his wife Marearet
[struck out] Catherine Britt alias Whitty who departed this life September 29th 1771 aged
30.
BROWN: + IHS. Erected by Walter Brown. Here lies the body of his father Thomas
Brown who parted this life May 17th 1767 aged 66 years. Also his wife Margaret
Brown who parted this life March 17th 1765 aged 60 years. Also 4 children of the above
Walter Browns who died young.
BROWN: [next to 31 + MS. Here lieth the body of John Brown of the City of Waterford,
Shipwright, who departed this life March the 21st 1777 in the 38th year of his age. Also
two of his children. Erected by the widow of John Brown.
BROWN: See 30.45.
BYRNE: + IHS. Erected by Michael Byrne in memory of his friend Charles Byrne of
14

E. F. H. Colley, 'D'Esterre of Rossmanagher', in Irish Genealogist, vol. 5 , no. 6 (1979), pp 720-27.
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See Burke's Landed Gentry of Ireland, 1912 edition, 'Butler Kearney of Drom'.
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Preroaative will of John Porter. 1789.

Waterford Mirror. 14 and 21 Mav 1803.
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Balleyspelin who was drowned 28 September 1800 aged 28 years.

CANTWELL: + Erected by Laurence Cantwell of Ballykinshilla in memory of his daughter
Johannah Cantwell who died November 15th 1852 aged 20 years. Also his daughter
Honora who died April 20th 1861 aged 24 years.
CAREW: [ledger within 18c. church]. Here lies the body of Robert Carew Esquire who
departed this life on Wednesday the ninth of February 1708. And also Richard, John and
Thomas Carew, sons of the above Robert. And Ann Freeman his grand-daughter.
CAREW: [within 18c. church]. In loving memory of h t h e a Peme Carew, wife of Major
R. J. H. Carew of Ballinamona Park, Waterford, who died 3rd February 1968.
Amor vincit omnia.

CAREW: See 53.54.72.
CLOONEY: In loving memory of our dear mother Kate Clooney, died March 17th 1947
COGHLAN: [ledger] + Here lieth the body of Thomas Coghlan who died the 2 1st day of
December 1769 aged 40 years. Also of Michael Coghlan his son who died the 21st of
December 1790 aged 2 1. And Mary Coghlan of Tramore, wife of the said Thomas, who
died the 22nd of April 1810 aged 72. Also the body of John Walsh Esquire of Tramore
who died the 10th July 1816 aged 43 years.
CONNORS: + IHS. Here lyeth the body of Patrick Connors who departed this life the
26th day of January 1767 aged 58 years.
CROW: + IHS. Here lieth the body of Bridgit Crow alias Whealan who departed this life
April 1lth 1793 aged 65 years. May she rest in peace. Amen.
DESTERRE: [table tomb]. Norcott Desterre Esquire of the County Clare departed this life
the 13 July 1799 at Tramore aged 79 years.
DONOHUE: [symbols of the Passion]. Erected by Richard Donohue in memory of his
father Edmund Donohue of Ballycasheen & his ancestors. He departed this life February
2 1788 aged 686 [sic] years.
DOODY: + IHS, 2 urns. Erected by Mary Doody in memory of her husband Laurence
Doody who departed this life August 12th 1831 aged 42 years.
DORAN:

+

In memory of Ellen Doran who departed this life June 22 1832 aged 30 years.

ELLIOT: In memory of Bridget Elliot died 1 1th July 1926 aged 52 years. Also her husband
Frank Elliot died June 6th 1937 aged 63 years.
FENNELLY: [symbols of the Passion]. Here lies the body of Edmond Fennelly. He died
November the 5th 1765 aged 9 years.
19. FENNELY: [within medieval church]. + IHS, urns, &c. This stone erected by Edmond
Fennely, Cooper, of the City of Waterford, in memory of his son Walter Fennely who
departed this life October 28th 1819 aged 3 years and 8 months.
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FFRENCH: [ledger].+ IHS. Here lies the remains of Margaret Maria Ffrench of Rahasane,
County Galway, who died on the 14th of March 1816 in the 27th year of her age.
FITZPATRICK: + IHS. This stone erected by Timothy Fitzpatrick in memory of his
father James Fitzpamck of Ballytruckle who departed this life February 3 1799 aged 60
years. Also 3 of his children.
FITZPATRICK: [next to 211. Ray for the soul of Patrick Fitzpamck of Ballytruckle who
died February 1st 1883 aged 67 years. And his sister Mary who died July 8th 1886 aged
85 years. Also his sister Anastatia died January 2nd 1889 aged 75 years.
FLANAGAN: + IHS. This stone was erected bv Nichs Flanagan in memory of his father
and mother, brother and sister and 7 sons ard 1 daughter Elizabeth aged 13 years died
December ye 25th 1776.
FLING: + IHS. Erected by Edmond Fling of Iland Tarsney in memory of his father who
died in the year 1730 aged 40 years. Also the body of his mother Mary Fling alias Power
who died May ye 2nd 1731 aged 34 years.
FLING: [next to 241 + IHS. Here lyeth ye body's of ye children of James Fling and
Catherine Power, 1749. God rest their souls in peace. Amen. .
FLING: See 36.
FLINN: + IHS. Here lies the body of William Flinn who departed this life August 17 1763
aged 20 years. Also the body of his daughter Dolly Terrell alias Flinn who departed this
life January 27 1790 aged 30 years.
FLINN: See 81.
FLYNN: + IHS. Sacred to the memory of Bridget Flynn of Waterford who died 27 August
1846 aged 58 years. Also to her husband Pamck Flynn.
FOLOW: + IHS. This stone was erected by Martin Folow. Here lieth the body of Marice
Folow and also the body of his wife Camn who departed this life May the 1st 1761 aged
61 years. Also the body of Mary Folow aged 25 years and one of her children. May the
souls rest in peace. Amen.
FREEMAN: See 7
GAUL: [+ IHS, Glory be to God on high, pincers].
This stone erected by Richard Gaul to the memory of his father Henry Gaul who departed
this life April ye 20 1777 aged 70 years.
GOFF: + MS. Pray for the soul of Elinor Goff alias Brown who departed this life June the
6th 1819 aged 40 years. Erected by her daughter Johannah Goff of the City of
Waterford.
HALPIN: [very faded, almost illegible; + IHS, pierced heart, hammer, pincers, nails].
) who departed this
Here lyeth the bodies of John, Catherine, Ellen, John (
) his wife.
life the 7 day of October 1737, children [of William Halpin?] and Anstic (
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H A M MERSLEY: [ledger within 18c. church] Margaret Hammersley aged 22 years,
daughter of Richard Hammersley Esquire of Corolanty, King's County, slept in Jesus
September 24th 1839. Being freely assured all her sins were forgiven through the Blood
of Christ, she longed to depart and be with Jesus. Reader, can you say this?
HARTERY: + MS. Here lieth the body of William Hartery who died March the 18th 1806
aged 46 years. Also four of his children who died young. Also his father Gerard
Hartery died 26th May 1794 aged 75. Also his mother Margaret Hartery alias Phelan
died 5th May 1798 aged 80.
HARTRY: + MS. Erected by Michael Hartry of Kilbarry, Farmer, in memory of his wife
Johannah Hartry alias Phelan who departed this life December 1792 aged 85 years.
HAYES: [+ IHS, 2 small angels' heads]. Erected by Thomas Hayes in memory of his wife
Catherine Hayes alias Power who departed this life September ye 5 1780 aged 67 years,
and also 5 of his children.
HAYSE: + IHS. Erected by Michael Fling of Killbride in memory of his daughter Mary
Hayse who departed July 23 1787 aged 28 years.
HEARN: See 76.
HEARNE: See 73.
HENNELY: + IHS. This stone was erected by Thomas Hennely in memory of his father
William Hennely who departed this life December 29 1790 aged 76 years. Also the body
of his mother Catherine Hennely alias Whitty who departed this life December 20 1761
aged 41 years.
HOGAN: [ledger]. Here lies the body of the Reverend Richard Hogan, D.D., who departed
this life the 17th day of July 1764 aged 66 years. Also the body of the Rev. William
Hogan who departed [blank] day of [blank]. Also here lies the body of the Revd. Pamck
Leahy, Parish Priest of Drumcannon for 21 years, who depaned this life the 7th day of
June 1785 aged 54 years.
JORDAN: See 79.
KENEDY: + IHS. Here lieth the body of Marice Kenedy who depaned this life 13th of
April 1789 aged 100 years. Also the body of his son Nicholas who departed this life
January the 1st 1792 aged 43 years.
KENELY: + IHS. John Kenely 1779.
KENNEDY: See 47.
KNOX: + IHS, Erected by Joseph Knox, Clother in Patrick Street, in memory of his
daughter Johanna Knox who departed this life November 29th 1790 aged 15 years. Also
4 of his children who died young.
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42. KYFFIN: [fallen headstone] Jonathan Willington Kt.;f n of the County Tipperary, Captain,
Royal Tyrone Regiment of Militia, died at Tramore ,May 15th 1834 aged 65 years. This
stone was erected to his memory by his dear and affectionate wife Frances Kyffin.

.3. LANE: [ledger west of medieval church].
Matthew T. Lane, Assist. Surg. 75th Regt., born at Seaville, departed this life the 3rd of
January 1820 at the age of 28. Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.
Hark what the voice from heaven proclaims
To all the pious dead.
Sweet is the savour of their names
And soft their sleeping bed.
44. LANE: [ledger next to 431. Erected by William F. Lane of Tramore to the memory of his
mother Mrs. Ann Lane who departed this life 31st August 1836 aged 71 years.
45. LAUGHLIN: .t MS. Here lieth the body of Jn. [Laulghln who departed November ye 12
[ 12 aged 55 years. Also the b[ody of his] wife Catherine Laug[hlin alias] Brown who
departed December 25th 1772 aged 6 1 years.

LEAHY: See 38.
McDANIAL: See 64.
46. McDONALD: [ledger]. Here lies the remains of Michael McDonald who departed this life
May 15th 1803 aged 40 years. Also the remains of his daughter Ellen McDonald who
departed this life March 1st 1821 aged 22 years.
47. McGRATH: [symbols of the Passion, with figure of Christ].
Erected by John and James McGrath in memory of their father Michael McGrath who
departed this life August the 12 1784 aged 70 years. Also his wife Johanah McGrath
alias Kennedy who departed April the 24 1784 aged 70 years.

MANDEVIL: See 69.
48. MEADE: + IHS. Here lies the body of John Meade of Kilcullin who departed this life
January 7th 1799 aged 69 years. Also the body of his father Richard Meade who
departed this life November 9th 1761 aged 67 years. Also the body of Pamck Meade,
son to the aforesaid John Meade, who departed this life May the 18th in the year of our
Lord 1808 aged 48 years.
49. MEANY: [ledger] To the memory of the ancestors and relations of William Meany of the
City of Waterford.
50. M O R R I S : [symbols of the Passion]. Here lies the body of Elinor Moms who died
February 1st 1768 agtc: 68 years.
5 1. MULLINS: [symbols of the Passion]. Here lyeth the body of Patrick Mullins of Ballyboy
who departed this life August ye 29th 1781 aged 61 years, and also his son Richard who
departed this life 9ber ye 20th 1769 aged 18 years.
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MULLOWNEY: + IHS. Erected by William and Edmond Mullowney, Millers, of Johns
Town of the City of Waterford, in memory of his parents John and Catherine
Mullowney. Also a child of Williams who died young, May ye 15 1789.
PARKES: [within 18c. church]. In memory of Lucinda Carew Parkes, beloved baby
daughter of David and Roberta Parkes, January 24th 1958.
PARKES: [next to 531. In memory of Lavinia, beloved baby daughter of David and
Roberta Parkes, born and died March 19th 1962.
PHELAN: + MS. This stone erected by Philip Phelan in memory of his father and mother
David and Elane Phelan who died January the 6th 1770 aged 70 years. Also a child that
died young.
PHELAN: [+ IHS, 3 nails, 2 angels' heads, 2 urns]. Neill fecit.
Here lies the body of Elizabeth Phelan who died January 24th 1783 aged 52 years. Also
her father Richard Phelan and mother Bridget Phelan alias Quan.
PHELAN: + IHS. Erected by William Phelan of Ballydrislan in memory of his father Denis
Phelan who departed this life February 1st 1789 aged 88 years.
PHELAN: + IHS. Erected by Michael Phelan in memory of his sister Mary Phelan who
departed this life October 6 1795 aged 56 years. Also his generation.
PHELAN: + IHS. Erected by John Phelan in memory of his father and mother Nicholas
and Ellen Phelan, his daughter Bridget died February 1st 1799 aged 18 years, with two
more of his children who died young.
PHELAN: + IHS. Erected by William Phelan of Ballydrisland in memory of his father
William Phelan who died the 2nd of September 1821 aged 8 1 years. Also his mother
Julia Phelan died the 3rd of February 1825 aged 70 years. His brother Michael died the
13th of August 1826 aged 43 years. His uncle Michael died the 2nd of March 1825 aged
93 years. Also his aunt Ellen Phelan died November the 10th 1815 aged 75 years.
PHELAN: + IHS. This stone erected by Maurice Phelan. Here lies the body [
his father and mother [
] March [
1.

1

PHELAN: See 33, 34.
PORTER: [ledger within medieval church].
Here lieth the body of John Porter Esquire who departed this life in the year of our Lord
1759, sincerely regretted by his friends, aged 60 years. Here lieth the body of Thomas
Porter Esquire who departed this life 20th May 1782 in the 45th year of his age. As also
his second son Richard Keamey Porter who departed this life 16 of July 1789 in the 16th
year of his age, universally beloved and sincerely lamented.
POWER: [symbols of the Passion]. Neill fecit.
Here lies the body of Edmund Power of Boreenclough who died June 20th 1748 aged[ I.
Also his children. His brother William Power of Tramore died March [ ] 1741 1. Also
] Power who died MaJrch 10th 1769 aged
Mary Power, wife of
[above
67. Mary Power, wife of
M[
] Power son of the above Edmund, died
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December 2 1st 1777 aged 3 1 years. Also the body of Maurice Power, he died October
7th 1785 aged 67 years.

POWER: + IHS. Here lyeth ye bodys of Iarns Powers children and Mary Mac Danials,
1748. God rest there souls in peace.
POWER: + MS. Erected by James, Thomas and Mathew Power of Grange in memory of
their father Michael Power who departed this life March the 17th 1754 aged 58 years.
POWER: [symbols of the Passion]. Here lyes the body of John Power of Ballymorris who
departed this life ye 22 May 1767 aged 65 years.
POWER: [next to 661. [symbols of the Passion]. Here lyeth r x body of Michael Power of
Mathews Town who departed this life December ye 12 1768 aged 50 years.
POWER: + IHS. Here lieth the body of Thomas Power of Newtown who departed this life
June the 1 1th 1781 aged 80 years.
POWER: [within medieval church]. [+ MS, skull and crossbone, urns, &c].
This stone was erected by James Power in memory of his mother Anastasia Power alias
Mandevil who departed this life April 27th 1803 aged 66 years. Also the body of his
father Maurice Power who departed this life December 3rd 1803 aged 70 years. Also his
daughter Anastasia Power who departed this life June the 15th 1816 aged 1 1 years.
POWER: + IHS. Erected by Edmund Power of Kilcop in memory of his father John Power
who departed this life November 6th 1809 aged 80 years. No person admited here but a
near relation.
POWER: + MS. Erected by Michael Power of Duagh in memory of his father Edmond
Power who departed this life January 15th 1845 aged 80 years.
POWER: [ledger]. In memory of John Power of Ballinamona, a life-long faithful servant of
the Carew family, died December 1st 1906 aged 73 years. Deeply regretted.
POWER: In loving memory of Patrick Power, Carrigeenevagh (1824-1910). Also his wife
Catherine Power nee Hearne (1 841- 1917). And their daughter Bridget Power (18811918).
POWER: + MS, urn. The burial place of Pierce Power of Ballycarnane aged 69 years.
POWER: See 24,25, 35,82.
QUAN: See 56.
ROCKET: + IHS. Here lies the body of Thomas Rocket who departed this life March 15th
1771 aged 69 years. Also the body of his daughter Mary Rocket who departed this life
January 19 1783 aged 55 years. Also his daughter Elenor Rocket who departed this life
July 1st 1798 aged 62 years.
76. RONAY NE: [ledger]. IHS. Here lyeth the body of Maurice Ronayne of Daugh [sic] who
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departed this life June the 14th 1776 aged 74 years. Also here lyeth the body of Eleanor
Ronayne alias Heam who departed this life March 30th 1769 aged 56 years.

RYAN: + IHS. Erected to the memory of Mr. Timothy Ryan late of Tramore who departed
this life June 10th 1792 aged 63 years.
STRANG: + IHS. Erected by Richard Strang in memory of his wife Eleanor Strang who
died August 19th 1818 aged 60 years. Also her daughter who died young.
TALBOT: [table tomb]. The remains of Mrs. Eliza Talbot of Trarnore who departed this life
November the 25th 1835 aged [78] years. Also the remains of her nephew John Jordan
of Templederry in the Co. of Tipperary Esquire, who departed this life September the 8th
1828 aged 39 years. Died on the 7th of May 1841 in the Queen's County, George Talbot
Esquire, deservedly regretted by all who knew him, a aue Christian and a sincere friend
and a kind husband, aged 82 years. Requiescant in pace. Amen.
TERRELL: See 26.
WALSH: + IHS. This stone was erected by Jone Walsh, wife of Thomas Walsh who
departed this life the 20th day of April 1786 aged 82 years.
WALSH: + IHS. Erected by James Flinn and also Thomas Walsh of Ballybeg in memory
of Simon Walsh who died January 20th 1812 aged 21 years. And also of their posterity.
WALSH: + IHS. This stone was erected by Philip Walsh of the City of Waterford,
Clothier, in memory of his dearly beloved wife Mary Walsh alias Power of Kilcohan
who departed this life on the 12th April 1826 aged 32 years. May she rest in peace.
Amen.
WALSH: In memory of Anne Walsh died 3 February 1930. Also daughter Annie died June
16th 1935.
WALSH: See 10.
WELDON: Erected by Bridget Weldon of Mayor's Walk in loving memory of her father
John who died 5th June 1926 aged 65. Her brother Michael died 18th February 1940
aged 42. And her mother Catherine died 2 1st February 1940 aged 83.
WHEALAN: See 12.
WHITTY: In loving memory of Margaret Whitty died August 12th 1888 aged 53 years.
Michael Whitty died March 5th 1906 aged 79 years. John Whitty died March 28th 1911
aged 42 years. Mary Pamck Baillie died March 18th 1912 aged 47 years.
WHITTY: See 2,37.
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POSTSCRIPT
In 1901 John Hewetson, historian of the Hewetson family, made the following contribution to the
Memorials ~ournal:'~
'On the south side of the P a n w Church of Drumcannon at this place, against
the eastern wall of the churchyard, is a grave s p a ~ ssurrounded by a stone coping with low railings,
having at its head an upright stone inscribed as M o w :
Sacred to the memory of Catherine, widow of the late John Sawyer Esq. and daughter of
Captn Francis Hewetson, 62 Regt, who departed this life on the 27 April 1868 aged 74
years. And of Sarah Sawyer, youngest daughter of the above, who departed this life
July 11th 1899 aged 69.'
The whereabouts of this monument is a mystery. It is not to be found at Drumcannon,
where in any case 'the south side of the Parish Church' is an open field. At such a late date the two
ladies are far more likely to have been buried at Tramore, but I could not find the monument there
either. Unfortunately the Tramore burial register is no help, for it does not start until 1908. The civil
registration records for Co. Waterford, which start in 1864, contain no mention of the deaths of these
ladies on the dates given. Obviously Mr Hewetson did not make up the inscription; I can only
conclude that the graveyard was wrongly named in tne :~urnal.

17

Journal of the Association for the Preservation of the Memorials of the Dead, Ireland, v, no. 3
part ii (19O3), p. 474.
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BOOK REVIEW
THE CASE OF VALENTINE SHORTIS: A True Story of Crime and Politics in
Canada, by Martin L. Friedland. University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1986, xi + 324 pp, pb.
Can324.95.
The author is a professor in the Law Faculty of the University of Toronto. He has written a number
of books on legal pmedure and on case studies in Canada. The publication under review concerns
one Valentine Shortis who, after what seems a history of violent behaviour at home in Waterford,
was sent to Canada in 1893 at the age of eighteen. A year and a half later he shot two men dead,
badly wounded a third, and attempted to kill two others. This book concentrates mainly on the
circumstances of his trial (the longest up to then in Canadian history); the extraordinary influence
exercised by his mother, who commuted backwards and forwards between Waterford and Montreal;
and how the consequences of that influence threatened to bring down the Canadian government.
This, then, is a remarkable story, extremely well told and fully sourced. The Shortis
family lived on the Mall. Francis, the father, is described as 'one of the leading cattle dealers in the
south of Ireland, exporting to the British mainland one million dollars' worth of livestock each
year'. From evidence at the trial, it seems he had Clonmel origins. The governor of the local
lunatic asylum testified that various members of both sides of Francis Shortis's parentage had been
admitted there. Of the redoubtable Mrs Shortis's background, nothing emerges. Indeed,
subsequent research deepens the mystery of her origins.
At Valentine's mal the defence pleaded insanity. To support their case they took the
seemingly extraordinary step of moving proceedings to Ireland. Over five days from 5 July 1895
the testimony of over sixty witnesses was taken in Waterford courthouse. Their evidence,
translated into French, did not convince the jury in Montreal, and Valentine was sentenced to be
hanged on 3 January 1896. The only appeal was through a joint decision of the governor-general
and the federal cabinet.
Mrs Shortis, it seems, decided that these would now have to be persuaded. Through
what social channels and personal charm she managed to make her way into the society of the
governor-general (Lord Aberdeen) and his wife goes unrecorded, but she did. Within the cabinet
the opinion of the Ministry of Justice was obviously important. There she may have been lucky in
that its chief advisor was Augustus Power, Q.C., whose father came from Waterford. She did not
rest there, however. A contemporary account says that she 'went to many people; she went to
railway magnates and those who were at the head of great corporations. She did everything that a
mother would do in such a case'. This included rallying opinion in Waterford.
It seems that h4rs Shortis instigated a barrage of appeals for commutation for her son.
Amongst them, according to Professor Friedland, were 'petitions ... from the mayor and aldermen
of Waterford, the Waterford Chamber of Commerce, the Waterford Harbour Commissioners, and
similar groups in other municipalities in southern Ireland. The governors of the lunatic asylum in
Waterford declared that they "from their own observations and from common repute regarding the
mental condition of Valentine F.C. Shortis believe that he was not accountable for his actions".
One major petition contained over a thousand signatures, including those of the Protestant and
Roman Catholic bishops of Waterford, the crown solicitor, and twenty-two barristers and solicitors,
as well as eighteen members of the medical profession residing in and near Waterford.'
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Canadian newspapers reporting on Valentine's behaviour at and after the trial seemed
to confirm his lack of awareness of what was happening. This produced further support for him
from those who wanted to justify retrospectively the innocence of the rebel Louis Riel, who had
been executed in 1886 despite strong evidence of his insanity. Presiding over this pressurised
appeal situation was the Canadian prime minister, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, a Conservative, who was
described variously as 'an Orangeman', 'a stupid bigoted conceited and slightly paranoid little man',
and, quoting Lady Aberdeen - Mrs Shoms's new ally - 'common-place ... an evident mediocrity'.
The details of the legal transactions that followed are of great importance in Canadian
political, legal, penal and constitutional history, but are not of immediate relevance here in
Waterford. Why the Shonises should have created such a stir there goes largely unexplained,
though Professor Friedman quotes some later opinions. Amongst them is the unlikely report that
Valentine's father was an illegitimate son of Queen Victoria's husband, Prince Albert, and that
Valentine himself was the son of a cardinal! In the event he was not executed but spent over fortytwo years in various Canadian penitentiaries (probably the longest term ever spent in prison in
Canada). He was released aged sixty-two in April 1937. In a concluding chapter entitled 'A
Stranger in a Strange Land', the last four years of his life are dealt with. Following his death in
April 1941 a telegram to Waterford elicited no response. He was therefore buried in Toronto and
his grave goes unmarked.
This is a somewhat belated review of a book published six years ago but which is not
available in Ireland. Professor Friedland did come to Waterford in 1988 to speak on the
extraordinary case of Valentine Shortis, but only three people turned up for his lecture! Perhaps
giving it wider notice here in Decies may elicit some local folklore about the family, particularly
anything that might throw light on the background to the remarkable Mrs Shortis.
Des Cowman

A N E W HISTORY O F WATERFORD
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A NEW HISTORY OF WATERFORD
Geography Publications, Dublin, announces the publication in 1992 of a new history of Waterford
entitled Waterford: History and Society. It will be the.founh in a critically acclaimed series on the
history of Irish counties. Already volumes on Tipperary (1985), Wexford (1987) and Kilkenny
(1990) have appeared. With the publication of the volume on Waterford it will now be possible to
obtain a regional overview of historical development in the south-east of Ireland. The editorial team
concerned with bringing this ambitious venture to fruition are Mr. Des Cowman, the well-known
teacher, lecturer, and former editor of Decies; Dr. William Nolan, Department of Geography,
University College, Dublin, the originator of the county history series; and Dr. Thomas Power, a
native of Waterford, now of the University of New Brunswick, Canada.
The Waterford volume, like its predecessors in the series, will be interdisciplinary in
nature, covering the cognate disciplines of history, geography, archaeology, folklore, and Irish
literature. Scholars both professional and local will contribute at least twenty essays to the volume,
which will give a broad survey of the development of society in the Waterford area from prehistoric
times to the twentieth century. The book will be copiously illustrated with maps, plans and
drawings, some in colour. It will be indexed by person and place. The result will be an
indispensable reference work for all those interested in the evolution and history of Waterford.
In achieving this result, the current generation of scholars interested in Waterford's past
is greatly indebted to the historical scholarship exhibited by an earlier generation in the area.
Beginning with Smith's account in 1746, and continuing through the works of Ryland (1824),
Egan (1894), the Downeys (1914.1932) and Canon Power (1932, 1937, 1952). a firm foundation
of publications on the city and county was created over almost 250 years. Added to this are the
historical journals which have flourished in this region, notably the Journal of the Waterford and
South-East of Ireland Archaeological Society and more recently Decies itself. In a continuation of
this strong tradition of enquiry, Waterford: History and Society brings together essays on key
topics of Waterford's past, providing essential information and analysis on a variety of issues.
For the pre-Norman historical period in Waterford's evolution there will be essays on
developments in the prehistory of the area; an account of the monastery of Lismore and its place in
the early christian culture of the region; and a survey of late Viking age settlement in the city, based
on the recent archaeological discoveries. For the medieval period the essays will cover the
development of the Norman administration in the city and county, and the political preferences of
the corporation and community in the city between c.1520 and 1626 brought on by the altered
religious environment of the period.
For the eighteenth century, contributions focus on the development of Waterford
Corporation as a public body; electoral politics associated with the representation of the city in
parliament in the critical period from 1692 to 1832; a survey of the minor gentry of the county,
1750-1850; a fresh examination of Thomas Hussey, bishop of Waterford and Lismore; and a
description of the vital and enduring contribution emigrants from the Waterford region made to the
society and culture of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick in
Canada in the period 1750-1850.
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For the nineteenth century, there will be a survey piece analysing developments in uade,
industry, and society in the region between 1800 and 1840; an examination of agrarian movements
in Waterford in the 1830s. with a particular focus on the celebrated case of the Connerys; an
overview of the landed estate system in the county at mid-century; and the poor law or workhouse
system in the county, 1838-1923.
Additional, thematic contributions deal with such diverse topics as the trades councils of
the city, 1860-1980; the folklore of Waterford; Mrs. Bray's unique and original account of the
Mount Melleray district; and a survey of the Irish manuscript tradition of the area. There will also
be a select bibliography of works on Waterford.
Altogether these essays amount to a significant contribution to our understanding of
Waterford. All those with a serious interest in the subject cannot afford to be without a copy of this
work. A special pre-publication offer will be available.

Thomas P. Power
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DECIES 1981-1985
Index of articles in issues XVI-XXX
compiled by Thomas G. Fewer
In compiling this index I have decided not to follow the style of that presented in Decies XV (1980)
under the editorship of Des Cowman. Decies has expanded greatly in size since the 1970s, so to
produce an index as detailed as that of 1980 would simply be too time-consuming and would
require more than one person to complete (as it did a decade ago). To avoid devoting an entire issue
to an index covering the 1980s, I decided that two indices would be made, one for each half of the
decade.
This index is based in style on that produced for the journal Irish Economic and
Social History (Pollock, 1988). Most of the articles are arranged in chronological subdivisions
prehistoric, medieval, early modem and modem - and in alphabetical order of authors' surnames
within each category. A miscellaneous section follows. Then book reviews are given under the
names of the books' authors. The index ends with a list of short notices and enquiries.

-

Most of the articles on the prehistoric period were descriptions of archaeological sites,
some newly discovered. There was little in the way of general overviews of local prehistory, except
those articles by Peter Woodman, Stanton Green and Marek Zvelebil which emphasised the ongoing
research carried out by the Ballylough Archaeological Project in east Waterford.
The medieval period was reasonably well represented, with a rough balance between
documentary and archaeological research. Waterford city received most of the attention in terms of
archaeology, except for the articles on the Mothel grave-slab and the investigations at Dungarvan.
Tom Nolan and Benedict O'Sullivan provided general articles on the early history of Co. Waterford,
but the emphasis in research was on the later middle ages, which have more and better-preserved
sources of information.
The least research was done for the early modern period (c.1500-c.1750), with only
six articles written in almost as many years! There were eighteen articles for the medieval period,
so, documentarily speaking, there should have been less reticence in studying the 16th, 17th or
early 18th centuries. D.W. Hayton (1979: 32) noted that the early 18th century is a period in Irish
history about which remarkably little has been written. Atmbuting this to a tradition begun by the
19th-century historian W. E. H. Lecky, J. I. McGuire (1981: 64) suggested that historians are more
anxious to concentrate on historical turning-points or periods of activity. However, Joseph Lee
(1981: 175) noted that the relevant chapters in Vol. 111 of The New History of Ireland lay the
foundation for significant progress in the study of the economy of the early modem period.
Perhaps, then, Waterford historians are only following a national trend, though Lee (1981: 176)
found that in economic history the most strikingly neglected region is Leinster. Hopefully this
attitude will change in the future, and not just for the early 18th century but for the whole early
modem period.
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The modem period (c. 1750-today) is by far the largest section, which probably
reflects c . 2 sreater number of surviving documents from this time, and the fact that most are in
English. Apart from articles by Des Cowman ('The civil parish of Rathpamck'), Jack Burtchaell
and Pamck Feeney, there is little written on the Great Famine. There is little specifically on the
history of women, except the articles by Julian Walton on Maria Hore and by John Mulholland on
Alice Butler; however, individual references can be found in the articles by Emmet O'Connor on
the Labour movement, Des Cowman on schools and society in Stradbally, and Thomas
O'Donoghue on oral sources and the fishermen of Ring. Again there is an urban emphasis perhaps this imbalance will be adjusted in the future. Other areas of potential research include
business history, demography, language (expanding, maybe, on Rita Byme's work), farming,
transport (especially cars and other road vehicles), crime, and diet.
The miscellaneous section includes survey repons and indices of archives, lists of
gravestone inscriptions, and multi-period articles (such as family histories) that qualify to be placed
in more than one subdivision. While the supply of record surveys has been continuous, no
genealogy of a particular family was published since H. F. Morris's amcle on the Barkers in issue
XVII.
I have pointed out some of the gaps in the research canied out in the early eighties;
perhaps future conmbutors will work on them. This index should help them in their endeavours.
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Review article
Documents/Sources printed
Survey/Archival index

PREHISTORIC
Stanton Green and Marek Zvelebil, 'Ballylough Archaeological Project: A preliminary
report', XXIV: 29-36
ibid., 'Ballylough Archaeological Project: A brief report on the second season of fieldwork',
XXVIII: 37-42
E. M. Kirwan, 'The ogham stones at Drumlohan reconsidered', XXVIII: 6- 12
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Benedict O'Sullivan, 0. P., 'The coming of the Celts', XXVIII: 13-21
C. Power, B. 0 Donnabhain and M. G. 0' Donnell, 'A souterrain at Rhinecrew, Co. Waterford',
XXVI: 38-40
Catryn Power and Martin Doody, 'A souterrain at Cornaveigh, near Youghal, Co. Cork',
XXIX: 40-43
Irene M. Quinn, 'Distribution of flint erratics in parts of Co. Waterford', XXVII: 22-30
Ciaran M. Tracey, 'Possible souterrain at Dunabrattin Head', XXIV: 37-39
Peter C. Woodman, 'The early prehistory of Waterford', XXIII: 73-77

MEDIEVAL
T. B. Barry, 'The archaeological potential of Waterford', XXIII: 43-49
John Bradley, 'Medieval floor tiles from the Franciscan Friary, Waterford', XXIV: 40-41
J. S. Carroll, 'Reginald's Tower', XXVI: 22-27
Sheelagh H. Harbison, 'The absentee problem in Waterford and east Cork during William
of W indsor's administration, 1369-1376, XXIII: 4- 16
Ian W. J. Lumley, 'The Deanery "Crypt", Waterford: A preliminary investigation', XXIV: 4-7
Mary C. Lyons, 'Elizabeth de Clare's purpany of Callan, c. 1338-1360', XVI: 23-34

**

ibid., 'An account for the manor of Old Ross, September 1284 to September 1285, Pan 1'.
XVIII: 33-40; Part I1 (textual appendix), XIX: 18-31 **
Conleth Manning, 'An early christian grave-slab at Mothel', XVII: 80-81
Eamonn McEneaney, 'King John and the city of Waterford', XXVI: 5- 12
Michael Moore, 'City walls and gateway at site of St. Martin's Castle', XXIII: 50-61
Tom Nolan, 'Twenty kings of DCisi', XXX: 18-19
Benedict O'Sullivan, O.P., 'The Deisi and others', XXIX: 5-10
ibid., 'The Deisi become christian', XXX: 4-9
Gerard Rice, 'A numismatic blot on Waterford's escutcheon', XXVI: 60-61
Sarah Stevens, 'A brief examination of a site at Coal Quay, Waterford City', XXX: 43-54
Ciaran M. Tracey, 'Gallowshill, Dungarvan: A report on the site and recent finds', XXII: 4-14
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EARLY MODERN (c.1500 c.1750)
'Decie', 'Notes on Rathgormack Castle', XVI, 52-60
Des Cowman, 'The Reformation bishops of the diocese of Waterford and Lismore, or
notes for the Atherton file, c. 1540- c. 1640, XXVII: 3 1-38
John De Courcy Ireland, 'Sir Thomas Stucley and the maritime importance of
Waterford', XXX: 12-17
Paul M. Kemgan, 'The fortifications of Waterford, Passage and Duncannon, 1495 to
1690', XXIX: 12-23
John Mulholland, 'The trial of Alice Butler, Abbess of Kilculliheen, 1532', XXV: 45-46
Tom Nolan, 'Listing of monastic possessions in Co. Waterford c. 1540', XXVI: 45-51

-

MODERN (c.1750 TODAY)
Jack Burtchaell, 'Nineteenth-century society in County Waterford, Part It, XXX: 25-34
Rita Byme, 'Irish words still in use in the Fenor area', XXVI: 13-15
J. S. Carroll, 'Census of Carrick-on-Suir, 1799', XXI: 29-31

**

ibid., 'The estate of George Lane Fox', XXVI: 52-59
ibid., 'Aspects of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Waterford from 23 Corporation lease
maps', XXVII: 13-21 **
Des Cowman, The civil parish of Rathpamck in the nineteenth century', XIX: 4- 17
ibid., 'Schools and society in Stradbally in the nineteenth century', XXI: 18-28
ibid., 'Thomas (Bullocks) Wyse: A Catholic industrialist during the Penal Laws', Part I: XXIV: 813: Part 11: XXV: 40-44
ibid., 'The last voyage of the Menapia of Waterford, 1836, XXVI: 28-30
Pauline Daniels, 'From Ferrybank to Agra: The story of an Indian Mutiny veteran', XXX: 10-11
'Decie', 'From the memoirs of Richard Rorke', XVII: 29-36

**

Daniel Dowling, 'South-east Kilkenny in 1798 and the role of William Gaffney', XXIV: 14-19
ibid., 'New Geneva', Part I: XXIX: 32-39
Patrick Feeney, 'Ballysaggart estate: Eviction, famine and conspiracy', XXVII: 4- 12
Georgina Flynn, 'The Young Ireland movement in Waterford, 1848', Part I: XVIII: 41-49; Part 11:
XIX: 53-60
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William Fraher, 'Ardo House', XXIV: 25-28
ibid., 'The reconstruction of Dungarvan, 1807-c.1830: A political ploy', XXV: 4-21
Matt Gough, 'A land war episode at Lisfinny', XXIII: 23-24
John Hodge, 'Waterford shipping news', XXIX: 11
Eileen Holt, 'A nineteenth-century French uaveller's visit to Waterford: AmCdte Pichot (1844)'.
Part I: XVIII: 11- 16; Part 11: XX: 6 1-66 **
Paul M. Kerrigan, 'From the Naval Chronicle, Vol. I, 1799'. XXVIII: 34-36

**

Siobhan Lincoln, 'The old order changeth - St. Paul's, Ardmore', XXVIII: 34-36
Donal McCartney, 'Electoral politics in Waterford in the early nineteenth century', XX: 39-50
Frank P. Murphy, 'In pursuit of seafaring ancestors', XVII: 53-56
Emmet O'Connor, 'The Labour movement in Waterford City, 1913-1923', XVIII: 17-32
ibid., 'Farmers' organisation and politics - recollections of Michael Walsh', XIX: 32, 38

**

Thomas A. O'Donoghue, 'The development of the Ring fishing industry, 1846-1864'
XVI: 3-14
ibid., 'The Ring fishing industry, 1890-1926'. XVIII: 4- 10
ibid., 'Oral sources and the fishexmen of Ring', XXII: 39-43
ibid., 'The bilingual programme of instruction, 1904-1922, with specific reference to its
introduction in west Waterford', XXV: 22-3 1
Donal 0 Luanaigh, 'Suspected importation of Fenian guns through the port of Waterford',
XXII: 29-32 **
Jack O'Neill, 'The railways of Waterford', XXI: 4-17
Terence O'Reilly, 'The battle of Waterford, 1922', XXVI: 31-37
Colm Power, 'The 1918 Congress of the Irish T.U.C. and Labour Party', XIX: 33-38
Thomas Power, 'Ships provisioned in Waterford for Newfoundland, 1765', XVI: 69-71
ibid., 'Schools in connection with the Kildare Place Society in County Waterford, 1817-1840'.
XVII: 4- 16
Irene M. Spry, 'A County Waterford explorer [John Palliser (1817-1887)], XVII: 57-66
Andy Taylor, 'Churches and the growth of Tramore in the nineteenth century', XXII: 33-38
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ibid., 'Horse-racing in Tramore in the nineteenth century', XXVII:39-42
Albert Thornton, 'An account of Waterford City's entry into the railway era', XVI:47-51
ibid., 'The Waterford City tramway', XXVIII:22-24
Donal Walsh, 'An account of the loss of the Teaser in 191 1 and the Markcha1 de Noailles in
1912 off the Waterford coast'. XXI:32-38
Julian C. Walton, 'A Spanish poetess of Co. Waterford origins: Maria Gertrudis Hore
(1742-1801)', XXVI: 41-44

MISCELLANEOUS
Donal Brady, 'County Waterford workhouse records', XXVII:42-43

***

Anthony J. Brophy, 'Waterford Harbour Commissioners' records', XXVIII:25-33
J. S. Carroll, 'Some notes on Waterford maps and plans', XX:28-38
ibid., 'Old Waterford newspapers', XXII:55-62

***

***

***

ibid., 'The antiquities of Lisnakill Parish', XXX: 20-24
Edmond Connolly, 'Survey of gravestone inscriptions at Churchtown graveyard, Dysert',
XXV:32-39
ibid., 'The old bridge at Carrick-on-Suir', XXX: 35-42
Des Cowman, 'Bronze-age copper-mines at Danes' Island', XX:22-27
ibid., 'Drink in the Waterford area to c. 1840', XXII, 15-28
'Decie', 'The Chatsworth Papers', XXIII: 29-30

***

Brian Donnelly, 'Business records relating to County Waterford in the Public Record Office,
Dublin', XXI:43-55 ***
June Fennelly, 'Notes towards a maritime history of Dunmore East', XXVI: 16-21
William Fraher, 'St. Mary's Church of Ireland, Dungarvan' (includes Appendix: 'Life expectancy
in Dungarvan, 1770- 1820' by John Hartery), XXII:44-49
Huben Gallwey, 'The Anthony family of Carrigcastle and Seafield', XVI: 15-22
Richard Lahen, 'Some charitable institutions of old Waterford, Part I: XXVIII: 43-53; Part 2,
XXIX:24-3 1
H. F. Moms, 'The Barkers of Waterford', XVII: 17-28
J. H. Mulholland, 'Monumental inscriptions from Stradbally, Co. Waterford, up to 1880',
XVI:61-68
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ibid., 'Monumental inscriptions from Stradbally R.C. Church and Faha Chapel-of-Ease, Co.
Waterford, up to 1880t, XVII: 7 1-78
Silvester 0 Muirf, 'The Villiers-Stuart Papers', XXIII: 30-32

***

Old Waterford Society, 'Survey of civil parishes of Crook and Kilcop; Faithlegg; Killea; Kill St.
Nicholas; Kilmacombe; Rathmoylan and Corbally', XXIV: 42-57 ***

H. R. R. Peacock. 'The Woodhouse, Stradbally, papers, 1668-1904, XXIII: 25-29

***

Ciaran M. Tracey, 'A planning consideration in urban development - Waterford City, a case study',
XXIII: 62-72
Julian C. Walton, 'Wills relating to Waterford', Part I, Where to find them, XVI: 35-46
ibid., Part 11, 'The published abstracts of Ignatius Jennings', XVII: 37-52

***

***

ibid., Part 111, 'Unpublished Jennings abstracts: The "Waterford wills" series - Index of testators
(1) A-Kt, XIX: 39-52 ***
ibid., Part IV, ibid., (2) L-Z, XX: 51-60

***

ibid., Part V,'Miscellaneous wills in the Jennings MSS.', XXII: 50-54

***

ibid., Part VI, 'A collection of Waterford wills in the National Library', XXIII: 17-22

***

ibid., 'Marriage Licence Bonds, Chancery Bills, and miscellanea in the Jennings MSS.',
XXIV: 20-24 ***

BOOK REVIEWS
Terence Brown, Ireland: A social and cultural history, 1922-1979; reviewed by Martin Conneely,
XIX: 61-62
Cyril Byme, Gentlemen , priests and faction-fighters: The letters of Bishops O'Donel, Lambert,
Scallan, and other Irish missionaries; reviewed by Kevin Whelan, XXIX: 44-46
Maurice Craig, The Architecture of Ireland from earliest times to 1880; reviewed by W. Fraher,
XXIII: 33-34
Phil Duggan, ed., Fifry years of Abbeyside scouting; reviewed by Des Cowman, XX: 68-69
Thomas S. Flynn, The Dominicans of Rosbercon (1267-c.1800); reviewed by T.P., XIX: 66-67
William Fraher, Dungarvan: An architectural inventory; reviewed XXIII: 35-37
Esther Hewitt, ed., Lord Shannon's letters to his son: A Calendar of letters written by the second
Earl of Shannon to his son Viscount Boyle, 1790-1802; reviewed XXIII: 38-39
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Irish Genealogist, VI.,No. 1, 1980; reviewed XVII:79

Norma R. Jessop and Christine J. Nudds, eds., Guide to collections in Dublin libraries: Printed
books to 1850 and special collections; reviewed by T. Power, XXIII:34
Patrick Mackey, Selected walks through old Waterford; reviewed by T. Power, XVI:72
ibid., Reginald's Tower and the story of Waterford; reviewed by Des Cowman, XVI:73
ibid., A ciry and counry guide to Kilkenny and sourh Wexford; reviewed by Des Cowman,
XIX: 66
ibid., By Hook or by Crook; reviewed by T. Nolan, XXIII:40
John Mannion, 'The Waterford Merchants and the Newfoundland provisions trade, 1770-1870';
reviewed XVII:79
Sean and Sfle Murphy, The Comeraghs - Refuge of rebels; reviewed by Des Cowman, XIX:67
William Nolan, Tracing the past: Sourcesfor local studies in the Republic oflreland; reviewed by
Peter Connell, XXI: 56
Padraig 0 Fiannusa, Tuath Chois More - Cois Bride; reviewed by T. Power, XVI:72-73
Desmond Rushe, Edrnund Rice: The Man and his times; reviewed by Noel Kelly, XIX:63-65
John Turpin, John Hogan, Irish Neoclassical sculptor in Rome; reviewed by W. Fraher,
XXIII:33
Julian C. Walton, ed., 'The subsidy roll of County Waterford' in Analecta Hibernica 30;
reviewed by 'Decie', XXIII: 39-40

OTHER
Short Notices: Confluence '85, XXIX: 47-49
Ex hi bit ions:

Reginald's Tower:

Thomas F. Meagher exhibition, XX:68;
Waterford bridges, XXIII:40

Waterford Arts Centre. XIX:68
Waterford County Museum, XIX:68

Genealogical Enquiries:
Biographical information on 18th-century M.P.s for Waterford, XX:60
Boutcher burial-place, XX:67
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Christmas (John, Thomas and Richard), XX:67
Cuff of Waterford and San Antonio, Texas, XX:67
Dobbyn of Waterford, XXII:63
Fitzgerald (Thomas senior and junior), XXX:55
Power, millers near Whelan's Bridge, XXX: 55
Power of Woodhouse, Stradbally, XXX: 55
Purcell tombstones at Mothel Abbey, ?UC:67
Ramsey family of the Waterford Chronicle newspaper, XXX:55
Reilly of Ballykeoghan, Kilmacow, XX:67
Walsh (Richard Ambrose) of Co. Waterford, XXII:63

History Organisations:
Federation of Local History Societies, XX:69; XXII:63
Irish Labour History Society, XIX:68
Waterford Labour History Group, XIX:68

Oral History Project: XIX: 68
Place Names and Buildings:
Brass Castle, near Gracedieu Road, XXX: 55
Hungry Halls, terrace of houses, Bawnfune, XXX: 55
King's Channel, XXX: 55
Mill at Whelan's Bridge, XXX: 55

Society News:
Outings XIX:68
0.W.S Survey XVI:79

75

76

DEClES no. 45, Spring 1992

DUNGARVAN RECORDS, 1855-1950
A CALENDAR OF THE MINUTES AND RECORDS OF DUNGARVAN TOWN
COMMISSIONERS & URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL, 1855-1950. By William
Fraher, pp 286, Dungarvan U.D.C. & Dungarvan Museum Society, 1992.
It will probably come as a surprise to many in Dungarvan that there actually are council records still
extant. It had been assumed that the records had been destroyed or lost. The minute-books and
papers listed in this calendar date from 1855, when the Dungarvan Town Commissioners were
established. The records are held in two locations: the minute-books, harbour records, etc. in the
town hall and a smaller collection in the archives of Dungarvan Museum Society. The latter appear to
be from the papers of John Hunt, solicitor to the Commissioners from 1870 to 1920. The old
corporation seems to have disappeared by the latter part of the 17th century, and the administration of
the town was taken over by the dukes of Devonshire through their seneschal. It is possible,
therefore, that some of the old corporation records may have ended up among the Chatsworth or
Lismore papers.
In spite of the loss of the earlier records, there is much of interest in the 19th-century
papers included in this calendar. There are details of the design of the present coat of arms and seal of
Dungarvan, executed by William Williams (1820-1875), a man who deserves to be better remembered
in Dungarvan. Various railway projects were proposed in the 1860s in Co. Waterford: we find
mention of the ClonmeVLismore/Dungarvan,the Waterford/Lismore/Fermoy, and the Waterford/
Dungarvan lines. The Dungarvan Gas Consumers Co. Ltd. was established in 1858; details of its
foundation, shareholders, etc. can be found in the calendar. There is much information on the longrunning saga of the reclamation of Western Bay and the Cunnigar bridge. The idea was first put
forward in the 1830s and was still being considered in the 1950s. Other items of interest include the
building of the town halVlibrary in St. Augustine Street and the Dungarvan Tramway project of 1885.
The latter was never carried out,but the plans and details survive. Other interesting subjects covered
include the burning of properties in Abbeyside during the 'Troubles', and additional material on the
loss of the ship Moresby in 1895 and the removal of the wreck by Daniel Coughlan of Waterford.
These are just some of the items included in the calendar, which should be a useful
addition to Dungarvan's local history. Copies of the calendar will soon be available for consultation
in Dungarvan Library and in the County Library headquarters at Lismore.
William Fraher

THE OLD WATERFORD SOCIETY
The Society aims to encourage interest in history and archaeology in general, with particular
reference to Waterford and the adjoining counties, and to promote research into same.
Lectures on appropriate subjects are arranged for the autumn, winter and spnng.
Visits to places of historical and archaeological association are arranged for the summer.
The Society's periodical publication Decies is issued free to all members. Back-numbers (nos 114,1976-1991)are available from Waterford Heritage Survey, Jenkin's Lane, Waterford.
Membership of the Society is open to all. The subscription for 1992 is f8, payable direct to the
Hon. Treasurer.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 1991.1992
Chairman

Liam Eachthigheirn

Vice-chairman

Mrs Lisa Gallagkr

Hon. Secretary

h4.n Nellie Croke

Hon. Treasurer
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Committee: h4r Fergus Dillon. Miss Patricia Fanning, Mr George Kavanagh, .Mr Pamck Kenneally,
Mr Pamck Kennedy, Brother Malachy, Mr Jim O'Meara (ex officio), M n Margaret Power.

COVER ILLUSTRATION
St Pamck's Catholic Church dates from the mid- 18th century and is thought to have been originally
a grain store. Because of the penal laws it had to be away from the main thoroughfares and out of
sight of any Protestant dwelling. It stands in a narrow laneway where it might easily escape the
casual visitor's notice. With the advancing prosperity of Irish Catholicism in the 19th century, the
old penal chapels were mostly swept away and replaced by larger and more pretentious churches.
St Patrick's. presumably because of its obscure location, has remained virtually unchanged for two
and a half centuries. Dr Mark Girouard refers to it as 'a building of few architectural pretensions
but of immense charm, vividly evocative of the period in which it was built'.

OLD WATERFORD SOCIETY
Programme for Summer 1992
Outings will depart from City Hall at 2.30 p.m. unless otherwise stated.
3 May

Outing to Kilkenny, to visit the Castle, Rothe House, and St Canice's Cathedral.
Assemble at the Castle at 3 p.m.
Guide: Fr Sean O'Doheny, P.P., K.A.S.

17 May

Annual coach mp. Venue: Kinsale.
A separate notice will be sent to members.

4 June

Evening visit to the Heritage Centre, Greyfriars, Waterford.
Meet at venue at 7.30 p.m.

21 June

Outing to Ardo House, near Ardmore.
Guide: ,Mr William Fraher.

19 July

%
Outing to Kilkieran and Knockroe.
Guides: Dr Muiris O'Sullivan and Mr William Dalton

30 July

Evening mp to Passage East and environs.
Assemble at the Square, Passage East, at 7.30 p.m.
Guide: ,Mr Julian Walton

30 August

Boat nip on Galley Cruising Restaurant.
Further details later.

13 Sept.

Outing to Cahir to visit the Railway Museum and Church of Lreland church.
Guide: Mr Michael Kennedy.

N.B. The Society is not responsible for damage or injury suffered or sustained on outings.

Annual General Meeting

Owing to circumstances beyond our control, the A.G.M. of the Society has had to be put forward
by a week. It will now take place in Garter Lane 2, O'Connell St., Waterford. at 8 p.m. on
Friday 3 April 1992 - not on Friday 10 April as advertised in our last issue.
Lecture

Members are reminded that the last lecture of the season, entitled 'The origin-legend of the Dike',
will be given of Mr Tomas 0 Cathasaigh in Garter Lane 2 at 8 p.m. on Friday 24 April.
Subscriptions

The subscription for 1992 is £8.00. Payment should be made to the Hon. Treasurer, Mrs Renee
Lumley, Forrnby, 28 Daisy Terrace, Waterford.

