
DECIES 



C O N T E N T S  

Page No. 

3. E d i t o r i a l .  

b. P l u s  c e  change . . . ....... 1891 - 1991 . 
5. W a t e r f o r d  D i o c e s e ,  1096 - 1363 ( P a r t  1 1 ) .  

17. As O t h e r s  Saw Us: S i r  W i l l i a m  B r e r e t o n ' s  
V i s i t  t o  W a t e r f o r d ,  1635.  

23- The Down Su rvey  Maps o f  Co. W a t e r f o r d :  
The Barony  o f  G a u l t i e r .  

S r .  As 

J u l  i a n  

sumpta 

C .  Wa 

39 .  The W a t e r f o r d  Room P a t r i c i a  Fanning 1 
43. Book Rev iew:  Walled Gardens, by  Annabel  E l i z a b e t h  K i rwan 

D a v i s - G o f f .  ! 
46. R e p o r t  of Annua l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  and 

Membersh ip  L i s t .  

FRONT COVER: 

Our c o v e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  shows J e r p o i n t  Abbey i n  Co. K i l k e n n y .  One o f  
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  and s p e c t a c u l a r  C i s t e r c i a n  m o n a s t e r i e s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  
i t  was f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h o u g h  t h e  g r e a t -  squa re  t o w e r  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h  was n o t  added u n t i l  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  i s  
j u s t l y  famed f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  i t s  s c u l p t u r e d  c l o i s t e r  and tombs. 

We w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  t o  W a t e r f o r d  C o r p o r a t i o n  and 
t o  W a t e r f o r d  R e g i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  f o r  t h e i r  v a l u e d  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s s u e .  

DECIES i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n  o f  t h e  O l d  W a t e r f o r d  S o c i e t y  and i s  
i s s u e d  f r e e  t o  members. A l l  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  t h e  c o p y r i g h t  
o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s .  



E D I T O R I A L  

Only a few years ago, the study of local history was regarded as a hobby 
suitable only for  small and generally ( b u t  not always) amiable groups of 
mildly eccentric enthusiasts. This situation i s  rapidly changing. The publ i c  
a t  large i s  learning through the mass media of the potentially disastrous 
consequences of neglect of the environment on the one hand and of unplanned 
development on the other. 

This change of a t t i tude  i s  to  be seen a t  a number of different  levels.  
The importance of making future generations aware of their  debt to  the past i s  
reflected in the emphasis on local studies i n  the new Junior Cert i f icate  
History syllabus. There has been a spate of local his tor ies  and personal 
memoirs emanating from the Waterford area i n  recent years (one i s  reviewed in 
th is  issue) .  Parish history societies and heritage centres (Ardmore and 
Tooraneena a re  examples in th i s  county) a re  using the past to  create a new 
espr i t  de corps for  the present. The developing interest  i n  tracing one's 
ancestors i s  bringing a higher profi le  to the Waterford Heritage genealogical 
centre i n  Jenkin's Lane. The past year has seen the formation of a Waterford 
Civic Trust and an East Waterford Development Committee. Our local authorit ies,  
frequently the target  of cr i t ic ism, have also been playing the i r  part, and the 
role of Waterford Corporation has been particularly impressive in recent years. 
Our county and municipal l ibrar ies  have local history sections of which any 
library could be proud (see Patricia Fanning's a r t i c l e ,  below). 

To be sure, there i s  also a strongly u t i l i t a r i a n  aspect of th i s  change in 
a t t i tude  towards the past. However, as  our economic prospects become ever more 
uncertain i t  i s  only commonsense to bring greater numbers of tour is t s  to  our 
county by making i t s  towns and countryside more interesting and enjoyable to 
v i s i t .  

The ba t t le  on behalf of the past i s ,  of course, f a r -  from won. Sometimes 
publ i c  a t t i tudes  hardly seem to have changed a t  a l l .  Even as we go to press our 
local papers t e l l  us of the shameful pollution of Tramore beach and of a 
controversial new road to be bui l t  i n  the Comeragh mountains. 

I t  i s  surely the function of our Society to involve i t se l f  on one side or 
another in a l l  tha t  a f fec ts  our past. Our heritage needs our support, and we i n  
turn need to renew our strength by the addition of fresh recrui ts .  Many of our 
most active members are  now battle-scarred veterans, and we need to go out and 
tap the immense goodwill that  undoubtedly exists  towards our aims i n  the 
younger generations. 

The production of a local historical journal does not become any easier.  
From humble beginnings, DECIES grew impressively i n  s ize  and quality,  b u t  to 
maintain t h i s  standard for  three issues per year, published on schedule, has proved 
increasingly d i f f i cu l t .  This will be the only issue fo r  1991. I t  i s  intended to 
bring out two issues in 1992. Meanwhile, happy reading. 
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PLUS ce change ............ 1 8 9 1  - 1 9 9 1  

Life has changed radically fo r  Waterfordians in the l a s t  hundred years - or 
has i t ?  The following noticesappeared i n o u r  local papersduring t h e y e a r  - :  
1891 . 

EMIGRATION. Important notice to  emigrants. Assisted passages to  Western 
Australia f7.0s.Od. Passage to Sydney, Melbourne or Adelaide f13.0s.Od. 
Passengers booked to  any Railway Station i n  America a t  lowest ra tes  and by 
best ships. Call or  write: JAMES McGRATH, Passenger Agent. 

ALL MEN WHO WISH TO MARRY, and be happy, should see the MAGIC MIRROR. I t  may 
concern them. Impediments to  marriage, on account of i l l  health etc.  removed, 
and words of advice and warning of importance to a l l  men. Sealed in envelope, 
any address, on receipt of one stamp. Address: Mr. Howell, 4 Fitzallan Square, 
Sheff ield.  

THE FAVOURITE SOAPS 
Davis's best Tallow Crown. Contains no injurious ingredients; will not injure the 
most sensitive skin nor the most del icate  fabric;  contains superior washing 
qua1 i t i e s .  I t  defies competition. 

Davis's Saturday.1~ a cheap soap, a hard soap, and a good soap. I t  will not r u n  
away i n  the wash t u b ,  i t  la thers  freely,  contains no deletrious ingredients, and 
i s  f a r  superior to  the ordinary cheap soap sold a t  the same price. 

FRENCH SPECIFIC' TREATMENT. For the speedy and certain cure of a l l  nervous 
affection, blushing, bodily weakness, lowness of s p i r i t s ,  and want of muscular 
strength, and general debi l i ty;  also loss  of brain and nerve power; these and 
various ailments easi ly cured by the new French mode recently introduced into 
th i s  country. Full de ta i l s  on receipt of stamped addressed envelope. All persons 
can procure the remedy, which i s  prepared as  a lozenge, a t  a small cost,  and by 
th i s  means and following the hygienic rules  la id down, which are simple, restore 
themselves to  a perfect s t a t e  of health and vigour. 

PLAGUE OF RATS. Thousands have been killed by SANDFORD'S RAT POISON,which i s  
said by Farmers, t o  be the best and most effective ever introduced. Mr. Bliss, 
farmer, He1 sthorpe, Leighton, writes: "That from one dressing he found 136 dead 
r a t s  next morning". J .  Long Esq., of Carlton, s t a t e s  he found over 300 r a t s  
killed by using a t i n  of the poison. Price ls.Zd., Zs., 3s . ,  and 5s. per t i n ,  
of Sandford 81 Son, Sandy, Beds. A t r i a l  sol ici ted.  Save your wheat ricks by 
dressing t h e m  w i t h  Sandfords Mice Poison. 

10s. REWARD. Strayed from the Fair of Dungarvan, 17th Dec. 1890, a 13 year old 
heifer.  Description. Red yellow, having several large white spots on her sides, 
w i t h  one immediately behind the fore-leg on the milker's side, and another on the 
opposite side,  reaching upon the hip (before the hip); a white spot about the 
middle of the t a i l ,  with thick short horns for  her age. Any person who may have 
her i n  possession will please give information to the owner: John Kett, Pulla 
Parish of Dungarvan. 
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CHAPTER TWO: 

D i o c e s e ,  (Panf  

S r .  Assumpta O ' N e i l l .  

E p i s c o p a l  S u c c e s s i o n  ( 1  1 3 5  - 1 2 2 2 ) .  

I n  1152 ,  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t e  d e a t h  o f  Water ; fo rd ls  
f i r s t  b i s h o p ,  t h e  synod  o f  K e l l s  met.! I t  was a t  K e l l s  t h a t  
f i n a l  f o r m  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r k  begun a t  C a s h e l  ( 1 1 0 1 )  and  
c o n t i n u e d  a t  R a t h b r e a s a i l  ( l l l l ) ,  t h e  p a l l  i a  were  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
t h e  f o u r  a r c h b i s h o p s  o f  Armagh, D u b l i n ,  C a s h e l ,  and Tuam, and  
t h e  number and  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  s u f f r a g a n  sees  f i x e d . 2  Thus t h e  
p l a n  l a i d  o u t  n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  by  G i l b e r t  o f  L i m e r i c k  
i n  h i s  t r e a t i s e  'De s t a t u  e c c l e s i a e '  had a t  l a s t  m a t e r i a l i s e d . 3  
The I r i s h  c h u r c h  now had a  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  
m e t r o p o l i t a n s ,  w i t h  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  Armagh a s  t h e i r  p r i m a t e  
d i r e c t l y  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Pope. The l a c k  o f  s u c h  a' c e n t r a l  
a u t h o r i t y  had been t h e  m a i n  weakness o f  t h e  e i g h t - c e n t u r y  r e f o r m  
i n  I r e l a n d  w h i c h  l e f t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  I r i s h  c h u r c h  
p r e c i s e l y  as  i t  had been .4  A t  t h e  synod  o f  K e l l s  t h e r e  were  
p r e s e n t  t h e  b i s h o p s  o f  L i s m o r e  and ~ a t e r f o r d . 5  T h i s  means t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Ma1 chus  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  made a t  R a t h b r e a s a i l  , 
c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  s i n g l e  d i o c e s e  o f  ' L i s m o r e  o r  W a t e r f o r d '  had been 
s e t  a s i d e .  The b i s h o p  o f  L i s m o r e  a t  K e l l s  was G i o l l a c h r i o s t  
O I C o n a i r c h e ,  a  C i s t e r c i a n  monk, one o f  t h o s e  whom S t .  M a l a c h y  had 
s e n t  t o  C l a i r v a u x  f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  1139-41 .  On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  
I r e l a n d  he  became t h e  f i r s t  a b b o t  o f  M e l l i f o n t ,  and i n  1151  o r  
1152  was a p p o i n t e d  b i s h o p  o f  L i s m o r e  b y  Pope E u g e n i u s  I11  who had 
been a  monk w i t h  h i m  a t  C l a i r v a u x . 6  

T o s t i u s ,  b i s h o p  of W a t e r f o r d  i n  1152:  

O f  t h e  b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d  a t  K e l l s  we know n o t h i n g  beyond h i s  
name - T o s t i u s  - f r o m  w h i c h  Ware c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  he  was a  ~ a n e . 7  We 
do n o t  know when o r  where  he was c o n s e c r a t e d .  As l a t e  a s  1145 t h e  
Danes o f  L i m e r i c k  s e n t  P a t r i c k ,  s u c c e s s o r  o f  G i l b e r t ,  t o  C a n t e r b u r y  
f o r  c o n s e c r a t i o n  b u t  we h a v e  no e v i d e n c e  o f  a  s i m i l a r  move b y  t h e  
Danes o f  W a t e r f o r d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  T o s t i u s .  



Waterford Diacese  1096 - 1363. 

The s e p a r a t i o n  of Waterford and Lismore was r a t i f i e d  a t  Ke l l s  
when two d i s t i n c t  d i o c e s e s  were named, both s u b j e c t  t o  Cashe l .  
T h i s  a r rangement  was p robab ly  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  both p a r t i e s  concerned.  
A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  Danish c i t i e s  of Dublin and 
Limerick a t  t h a t  t i m e . 8  Even t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Waterford and 
Lismore l e f t  problems unso lved ,  f o r  Ardmore t o o  claimed t h a t  i t  
should  have a  b i shop .  In 1172,  twenty  y e a r s  a f t e r  K e l l s ,  t h e  
s u f f r a g a n  s e e s  of Cashel i n c l u d e d  Lismore,  Wate r fo rd ,  and 
~ r d m o r e . 9  The l a t t e r  d i o c e s e ,  which must have been v e r y  small  i n  
e x t e n t ,  was s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  1210,  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  noth ing  i s  
heard of i t . 1 0  'The manor of Ardmore' h e n c e f o r t h  a  e a r s  o n l y  a s  
a  bone of c o n t e n t i o n  between Lismore and Wate r fo rd .  77 

The i n i t i a l  s t a g e  of t h e  I r i s h  reform was now s u c c e s s f u l l y  
comple ted .  The implementing of t h e  programme would no doub t  have 
g i v e n  r i s e  t o  many minor problems even i n  t h e  normal c o u r s e  of 
e v e n t s .  B u t  t h e  movement was d i s r u p t e d  l e s s  than  twenty y e a r s  
a f t e r  t h e  synod of K e l l s  when ' t h e r e  came i n t o  I r e l a n d ,  Henry 
son of t h e  Empress, most p u i s s a n t  king of  England . . . . and he 
came t o  land a t  P o r t l a i r g i . ' l 2  

The Norman i n v a s i o n ,  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  a n n a l i s t s  i n  so de tached 
a  manner ,  had an a d v e r s e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  I r i s h  reform movement, 
s i n c e  i t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a s  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s p h e r e  a  d i v i s i v e  p r i n c i p l e  - t h a t  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  - 
where S t r e n g t h  cou ld  come o n l y  from u n i t y .  T h i s  e f f e c t  was n o t  
immedia te ly  d i s c e r n i b l e ,  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of Norman 
i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  I r i s h  and Norman e c c l e s i a s t i c s  seem t o  have 
c o - o p e r a t e d  w i t h  each  o t h e r  i n  working o u t  t h e  programme of reform!3 
T h i s  i s  not  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  from t h e  beginning ,  
Norman i n f l u e n c e  had been e f f e c t i v e  i n  shap ing  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  
r e f o r m e r s  . I 4  Malchus, f i r s t  b i shop  of Wate r fo rd ,  had been t r a i n e d  
a t  t h e  B e n e d i c t i n e  monas tery  a t  Winches ter  and i t  was t o  him t h a t  
S t .  Malachy came f o r  gu idance  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  h i s  p l a c e  a s  reform 
l e a d e r .  We can s a f e l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  r e fo rming  b i shops  b e f o r e  t h e  
i n v a s i o n  were on amicab le  t e rms  w i t h  t h e i r  Anglo-Norman b r o t h e r s  
and t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  some t ime  a f t e r w a r d s .  
The Norman i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  reform p o l i c y  must n o t ,  however, be 
e x a g g e r a t e d .  I t  has  been p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  i n  
England were mere ly  a p p l y i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  Cluny had been 
t e a c h i n g  f o r  n e a r l y  200 y e a r s . 1 5  B u t  ' t h e  C l u n i a c  movement, l i k e  
o t h e r  s i m i l a r  developments  i n  h i s t o r y ,  accompl ished what i t  d i d  
because  i t  found everywhere l a r g e  numbers i n  a  f rame of  mind 
p repa red  t o  a c t  on i t s  s u g g e s t i o n s .  So i t  was i n  I r e l a n d .  
I n s p i r a t i o n ,  a d v i c e ,  example,  may have come from a b r o a d ,  b u t  t h e  
d r i v i n g  f o r c e  which e f f e c t e d  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  
t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y  came from w i t h i n  t h e  I r i s h  c h u r c h 1 . 1 6  

The Norman i n v a s i o n  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  l i f e  
t h e  disharmony a r i s i n g  from t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  of land  - 
a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n v i d i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  when t h e  major  p a r t  of t h e  
income of a l m o s t  a l l  b i s h o p r i c s  and a b b a c i e s  was drawn from landed 
p r o p e r t y . 1 7  Anglo-Norman b i s h o p s  d i d  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  
l a n d s  of ne ighbour ing  I r i s h  d i o c e s e s ,  and i n  Water ford  t h i s  a s p e c t  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  became p a r t i c u l a r l y  t roub lesome  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  In Waterford t o o  t h e  new o r d e r s  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  
i n v a d e r s  - Templars and H o s p i t a l l e r s -  became e x t e n s i v e  landowners  
and t h e i r  houses c e n t r e s  of Norman i n f l u e n c e .  18 



W a t e r f o r d  D i o c e s e  1096  .- 1363 

A u g u s t i n  O I S e a l b a i g  ( 1 1 7 5 - 8 2 )  : 

W a t e r f o r d  became v e r y  e a r l y  a  Norman c e n t r e .  I t  was a t  
W a t e r f o r d  i n  1 1 7 5  t h a t  Pope A d r i a n ' s  b u l l ,  t h e  famous  
" L a u d a b i l i t e r " ,  was r e a d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  I r e l a n d  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n f i r m a t o r y  b r i e f  o f  Pope A l e x a n d e r  111 .19  
T h e r e  was a  m e e t i n g  o f  b i s h o p s  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  b u t  we d o  n o t  
know t h e  name o f  t h e  b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I t  i s ,  
i n  f a c t ,  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  see  was v a c a n t ,  a s  i n  t h e  a u t u m n  o f  
t h a t  y e a r  K i n g  H e n r y  I 1  a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f  W i n d s o r  a n  
I r i s h m a n ,  M a g i s t e r  A u g u s t i n ,  a n d  s e n t  h i m  t o  I r e l a n d  w i t h  
S t .  L a u r e n c e  O ' T o o l e  t o  be  c o n s e c r a t e d  b y  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  
~ a s h e l . 2 0  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  o c c a s i o n  o n  w h i c h  a  k i n g  o f  
E n g l a n d  e x e r c i s e d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a n  I r i s h  
b i s h o p . 2 1  L a n i g a n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  H e n r y  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  a c t e d  
v e r y  j u d i c i o u s l y  b y  n o t  p l a c i n g  a  f o r e i g n e r  o v e r  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  
W a t e r f o r d  a n d  b y  n o t  h a v i n g  A u g u s t i n  c o n s e c r a t e d  i n  E n g l a n d  
b u t  d i r e c t i n g  h i m  t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  whose s u f f r a g a n  h e  was t o  
become .22  

A u g u s t i n ' s  su rname was 0 ' s e a l b a i g h P 3 ,  w h i c h  l e a d s  u s  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  was a  member o f  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o r k  f a m i l y  
o f  t h a t  name.24 H i s  t i t l e  ' m a g i s t e r  ' means t h a t  he  had 
o b t a i n e d  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e ,  p e r h a p s  a t  P a r i s  o r  p o s s i b l y  a t  
O x f o r d  w h i c h  was j u s t  t h e n  b e g i n n i n g  a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y .  I n  1177  
B i s h o p  A u g u s t i n  was a  s u b s c r i b i n g  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  
H e n r y  I 1  g r a n t i n  t o  R o b e r t  F i t z s t e p h e n  and M i l o  d e  Cogan t h e  
k i n g d o m  o f  C o r k .  8 5  

I n  t h e  same y e a r  h e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  c h a r t e r  o f  
t h e  Abbey o f  S t .  Thomas n e a r  D u b l i n ,  a  h o u s e  o f  V i c t o r i n e  c a n o n s  
f o u n d e d  b y  W i l l  i a m  F i  t z A l d e l m ,  H e n r y ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  I r e l a n d  . 2 6  
He a1 so  w i t n e s s e d  a n  u n d a t e d  g r a n t  o f  l a n d s  i n  Crook b y  G i l b e r t  
o f  Essex  t o  t h e  C i s t e r c i a n  a b b e y  o f  Dunbrody ,  a  g r a n t  w h i c h  
l a t e r  b r o u  h t  a b o u t  a  l a w s u i t  b e t w e e n  t h e  C i s t e r d i a n s  and t h e  
Temp1 a r s .  27 I n  1 1 7 9  A u g u s t i n  was among t h e  s i x  I r i s h  b i s h o p s  
who a t t e n d e d  t h e  L a t e r a n  c o u n c i l  a n d  i n  h i s  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  
E n g l a n d  had t o  t a k e  a n  o a t h  h a t  h e  w o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  p r e j u d i c i a l  
t o  t h e  k i n g  o r  h i s  k ingdom.  2b T h i s  b i s h o p ' s  d e a t h  i s  r e c o r d e d  
b y  t h e  U l s t e r  a n n a l i s t s  i n  1 1 8 2 .  

Anonymous B i s h o p  ( d i e d  c . 1 1 9 9 )  : 

F o r  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  A u g u s t i n ' s  d e a t h ,  we h a v e  no r e c o r d  
o f  t h e  name o f  a n y  b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d .  We know t h a t  t h e  s e e  
was v a c a n t  a t  some t i m e  d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s , 2 9  b u t  i n  J a n u a r y  1200,  
G i r a l d u s  C a m b r e n s i s ,  p r e a c h i n g  b e f o r e  I n n o c e n t  111, r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
' a  g o o d  I r i s h  b i s h o  who i s  now d e a d '  had t e s t i f i e d  i n  h i s  f a u o u r  
t h e  p r e c e d i n g   year.!^ As W a t e r f o r d  i s  t h e  o n l y  s e e  known t o  h a v e  
b e e n  v a c a n t  i n  1200 ,  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i s  p r o b a b l y  t o  a  b i s h o p  o f  
W a t e r f o r d  T h i s  anonymous b i s h o p  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h  
~ i s m o r e , ~ i  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  v a r y i n g  i n t e n s i t y  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  
a  c e n t u r y  and  a  h a l f  and was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c o n c l u d e d  u n t i l  
t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h e  s e e s  i n  1 3 6 3 .  T h i s  b i s h o p  d i e d  b e f o r e  1200,  
p r o b a b l y  1 1 9 9 .  3 2  
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R o b e r t  I (1200-22L :  

B i s h o p  R o b e r t  I was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  see  o f  W a t e r f o r d  
somet ime  b e f o r e  1200 ,  a n d  o n  A u g u s t  24 t h a t  y e a r  was one  
t h e  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  K i n g  J o h n  a t  Angou leme.  3 j f  
I n  Sep tember  o f  t h e  same y e a r  he  w i t n e s s e d  a  c h a r t e r  o f  J o h n  
a t  ~ l e n c o n . 3 4  The name o f  R o b e r t  o c c u r s  a g a i n  i n  a  g r a n t  w h i c h  
he  made a s  B i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d  t o  t h e  c a n o n s  o f  S t . M a r y  Oseney,  
n e a r  O x f o r d ,  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  ~ i l  t i n a n . 3 5  The g r a n t  i s  u n d a t e  
a n d  a t t e m p t s  a t  d a t i n g  i t  h a v e  n o t  been a l t o g e t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l .  !ti 

R e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  W a t e r f o r d  and  L i s m o r e  d e t e r i o r a t e d  
d u r i n g  R o b e r t ' s  e p i s c o p a c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r  o n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  t o  
L i s m o r e  o f  M a l a c h y ,  a  C i s t e r c i a n  monk.  B i s h o p  M a l a c h y  was 
e l e c t e d  a b o u t  1 2 0 2  o r  e a r l y  i n  1203 .  The r e a c t i o n  o f  R o b e r t  
i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  o f  Pope I n n o c e n t  I11 d a t e d  5  November 
1 2 0 3 .  I t  i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  Tuam a n d  t h e  b i s h o p s  
o f  K i l m a c d u a g h  a n d  ~ e r n s . 3 8  We l e a r n  f r o m  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  
when M a l a c h y  a s  b i s h o p - e l e c t  o f  L i s m o r e  was p r e p a r i n g  t o  v i s i t  
t h e  a p o s t o l i c  see,  t h e  b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d  v i o l e n t l y  s e i z e d  h im, 
d e s p o i l e d  h i m  w i c k e d l y ,  p e r s o n a l l y  s t r u c k  h i m  ' e v e n  t o  t h e  
s h e d d i n g  o f  b l o o d ' ,  and,  a s  a  f i n a l  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  had h i m  
i m p r i s o n e d ,  f e t t e r e d  a n d  b e a t e n . 3 9  The Pope, s i n c e  he  ' c a n n o t  
o r  s h o u l d  n o t  d i s s i m u l a t e  a b o u t  t h e  a u d a c i t y  o f  s u c h  p r e s u m p t i o n '  
p r o n o u n c e s  s e n t e n c e  o f  e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and  a d d s  t h a t  R o b e r t  i s  
t o  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e s t o r e  t o  M a l a c h y  p e a c e f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h  and  d i o c e s e  o f  L i s m o r e .  

The P o p e ' s  l e t t e r  makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  R o b e r t  
h i m s e l f ,  b u t  a l s o  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  had i n v a d e d  a n d  o c c u p i e d  t h e  
d i o c e s e  o f  L i s m o r e .  B u t  i t  seems c l e a r  f r o m  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  
when B i s h o p  F e l i x  o f  L i s m o r e  r e s i g n e d  i n  1202,40 t h e  p a p a l  
l e g a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  C a r d i n a l  J o h n  o f  M o n t e  C o e l i o ,  e n t r u s t e d  
t h e  see  o f  L i smore ,  a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  t o  B i s h o p  ~ o b e r t . 4 1  
T h e r e  i s  a  d i s c r e p a n c y  h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g a t e  
a n d  t h e  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  Pope, who had M a l a c h y  
c o n s e c r a t e d ,  a n d  s e n t  c o n f i r m a t o r y  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  d e a n  and 
c h a p t e r  o f  ~ i s m o r e . 4 2  Pope I n n o c e n t  c e r t a i n l y  seems t o  have  
been  f a v o u r a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  M a l a c h y ,  a n d  was a l s o ,  no d o u b t ,  
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s h o c k i n g  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  
b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d ,  whom he  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  f i t  t o  
r u l e  one  see,  s t i l l  l e s s  t w o .  

The a m b i g u i t y  a r i s i n g  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o c c u r s  a g a i n  l a t e r  when 
s u c c e s s i v e  b i s h o p s  o f  W a t e r f o r d  p r o d u c e ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  
c l a i m s ,  l e t t e r s  p u r p o r t i n g  t o  be  t h o s e  o f  t h e  l e g a t e ,  a n d  t h e  
b i s h o p  o f  L i s m o r e  w i t h  e q u a l  e m p h a s i s  d e c l a r e s  them t o  be  
f o r g e r i e s .  

The a c r i m o n i o u s  d i s p u t e  t h u s  i n i t i a t e d  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  
v a r y i n g  i n t e n s i t y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y  a n d  a  h a l f .  The s t o r y  
sounds  s c a n d a l o u s ,  p e r h a p s ,  t o  m o d e r n  e a r s ,  a n d  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  v i e w  i t  i n  i t s  s e t t i n g .  The c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  L i s m o r e  and  
W a t e r f o r d  was p o l i t i c a l  a s  much a s ,  o r  p e r h a p s  m o r e  t h a n ,  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l .  The D a n i s h  see  o f  W a t e r f o r d  had become a n  
i m p o r t a n t  c e n t r e  o f  Norman i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  was a c q u i r i n g  e v e r  more  
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power  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  f r o m  c o n t i n u e d  r o y a l  p a t r o n a g e .  L i s m o r e ,  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  I r i s h  t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  had, 
b e s i d e s , t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  s i z e  and  o f  a n c i e n t  p r e s t i g e .  The 
a i m  o f  W a t e r f o r d  was t o  expand  i n t o  a n d  a b s o r b  t h e  d i o c e s e  o f  
L i s m o r e ,  a s  D u b l i n  s u c c e e d e d  i n  d o i n g  i n  d o i n g  w i t h  ~ l e n d a l o u ~ h 4 3  
L i s m o r e  t e m p o r a l  i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  l u r e  f o r  t h e  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  p o o r e r  s e e  o f  W a t e r f o r d .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  W a t e r f o r d  
a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h e  second  p o r t  i n  I r e l a n d  (Ross b e i n g  f i r s t )  
a n d  h a n d l e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  t r a d e  w i t h  E n g l a n d  and  t h e  c o n t i n e n t . 4 4  
N e v e r t h e l e s s  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  two  sees  
a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  t a x a t i o n  l i s t s  o f  t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  r e v e a l s  
a  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  r e s o ~ r c e s . ~ 5  T o t a l  v a l u a t i o n  o f  
W a t e r f o r d  a m o u n t s  t o  1 1 2 5 - 1 7 - 8 ,  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  L i s m o r e  comes t o  
$71 1 - 8 - 2 . 4 6  

T h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o,f t h e  d e a t h  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  B i s h o p  
R o b e r t ,  b u t  o n  1 9  O c t o b e r  1204 ,  t h e  k i n g  g a v e  h i s  a s s e n t  t o  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  D a v i d ,  c o u s i n  o f  t h e  j u s t i c i a r ,  M e y l e r  F i t z  H e n r y ,  
p r o v i d e d  he  b e  one  o f  t h o s e  named.47 

D a v i d  ( 1 2 0 4  - 1 2 0 9 ) :  

D a v i d ,  t h e  new b i s h o p ,  was a  c o u s i n  o f  t h e  j u s t i c i a r ,  
M e y l e r  ~ i t z h e n r ~ . 4 8  I n  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  K i n g  J o h n  
had  g r a n t e d  h im t h e  c h u r c h  o f  ~ u n ~ a r v a n . 4 9  I n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  
1204 ,  a  b u s y  o n e  f o r  John ,  D a v i d  w i  n e s s e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  
c h a r t e r s  a s  t h e  e l e c t  o f  W a t e r f o r d . S ~  I n  Sep tember  1 2 0 5  he  
a p p e a r s  a g a i n  a s  w i t n e s s ,  b u t  had been  c o n s e c r a t e d  b i s h o p  i n  
t h e  m e a n t i m e . 5 1  We know n o t h i n g  however ,  o f  t h e  p l a c e  a n d  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  c o n s e c r a t i o n ,  b u t  we f i n d  t h a t  he  v i g o r o u s l y  
p u r s u e d  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  p o l  i c y  t o w a r d s  t h e  d i o c e s e  o f  L i s m o r e .  
A g a i n  Pope I n n o c e n t  I 1 1  g i v e s  t h e  d e t a i l s .  The r e l e v a n t  l e t t e r  
i s  d a t e d  26 J u n e  1212, when B i s h o p  D a v i d  was a l r e a d y  dead and  
t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  had r e a c h e d  a  new p e a k  o f  i n t e n s i t y  u n d e r  h i s ,  
s u c c e s s o r .  The  Pope o p e n s  h i s  l o n g  l e t t e r  b y  g i v i n g  a  resume 
o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e  u n d e r  D a v i d ' s  e p i s c o p a t e .  
"When t h e  d i s p u t e  a r o s e  b e t w e e n  o u r  v e n e r a b l e  b r o t h e r  o f  L i s m o r e  
and  D a v i d ,  t h e n  b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d ,  we e n t r u s t e d  i t  i n  a  manner  
a g r e e d  upon,  t o  o u r  v e n e r h b l e  b r o t h e r s  t h e  b i s h o p s  o f  K i  l a l o e  
and  C o r k  and  o u r  b e l o v e d  s o n  t h e  a r c h d e a c o n  o f  C a s h e l . " 5 i  (The  
l e t t e r  h e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  w r i t t e n  w h i l e  B i s h o p  D a v i d  was s t i l l  
a l i v e ,  was n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  i s  n o t  e x t a n t ) .  T h e P o p e  g o e s  o n  
t o  d e s c r i b e  how t h e  j u d g e s - d e l e g a t e ,  " d e s i r i n g  t o  e x e c u t e  o u r  
m a n d a t e  d i l i g e n t l y " ,  c i t e d  t h e  b i s h o p  o f  W a t e r f o r d  t o  a p p e a r  
b e f o r e  them a n d  a n s w e r  t h e  c h a r g e s  made a g a i n s t  h i m  b y  t h e  b i s h o p  
o f  L i s m o r e .  When t h e  t i m e  came, B i s h o p  D a v i d  p r o d u c e d  l e t t e r s ,  
p u r p o r t i n g  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  b y  C a r d i n a l  John,  e x c o m m u n i c a t i n g  B i s h o p  
M a l a c h y  o f  L i s m o r e .  The  l a t t e r ,  s a y s  t h e  Pope, was a b l e  t o  p r o v e  
t h a t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  i n  f a c t  f o r g e r i e s .  T h i s  h e  d i d  " b y  
c o m p a r i n g  them w i t h  o t h e r  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  C a r d i n a l " .  H a v i n g  h e a r d  
t h i s  much o f  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  j u d g e s  a p p o i n t e d  a n o t h e r  d a y  f o r  
t h e  f u r t h e r  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  c a s e .  B e f o r e  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  d a y  came, 
however ,  W a t e r f o r d  was o n c e  m o r e  v a c a n t ,  t h e  b i s h o p  h a v i n g  been  
k i l l e d ,  a s  t h e  Pope e x p r e s s e s  i t ,  " a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
d e v i l  by  some o f  S a t a n ' s  s a t e l l i t e s " .  We know f r o m  t h e  a n n a l s  
t h a t  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o  o f  D a v i d  was c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  
U i  F a o l a i n  o f  D e c i e s . g 3  N e i t h e r  t h e  Pope n o r  t h e  a n n a l i s t  g i v e s  
a n y  h i n t  a s  t o  t h e  m o t i v e  b e h i n d  t h e  a c t ,  a n d  i t  r e m a i n s  a n  o p e n  
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