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Most of our readers will, no doubt, be familiar with
those old, sepia tinted photographs of Irish scenes taken
in the latter years of the 19th and the early years of this
century which may sometimes be seen gracing the walls of
coffee shops and the like around the country or appearing
occasionally as bound collections. )

-Many of these emanated from the Lawrence Studio in
Dublin, whose staff travelled throughout the country recording
the passing scene in cities, towns and rural areas. Using the
old fashioned wet plate cameras of the period they produced
photographs of very high quality.

The National Library of Ireland holds a large collection
of these photographs and they generously agreed to co-operate
in an interesting project initiated by the Federation of Local
History Societies, to which the 01d Waterford Society is
affiliated. This involved re-photographing 1,000 scenes from
the Lawrence collection so as to produce 1,000 pairs of
photographs of places throughout the 32 counties of Ireland,
taken 100 years apart.

At the.time of writing the project is well under way and
as can be imagined the results are proving most interesting.
In some cases the scene has changed very little over the years
while in others it is hardly recognizable.

When the project is complete the new collection will be
held in the National Library and a set of scenes from each
county will be lodged with the local County Library,
together with a catalogue of the new collection showing the
scenes depicted and the names of the participating
photographers, without whose assistance the scheme could not
have gone ahead.

Valuable assistance was also given by Messrs. Fuji who
‘generously spansored the praoject by supplying and processing
the film.
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Inu'estigation of Rathmoylan Church,

Co. Waterforo.

Andrew S.R.Gittins.

Rathmoylan Church lies approximately 100 yards up a farm track which
joins the Dunmore East to Ballymacaw road from the west at G.R. 60629092
(0.S. 3" series, Sheet 23). It is situated near the north-east edge of
a plateau which is defined by a steep-sided ravine.

The site has claimed the attention of antiquaries in the past on
account of an extensive group of earthworks and overgrown middens which
lay between the churchyard and the precipitous edge of the plateau.
Unfortunately, these were destroyed in the Winter of 1982/'83 when the
land was deep-ploughed; a situation doubly unfortunate since they had never
been adequately investigated or surveyed. The fullest description and
survey available is that published by the Reverend George Reade 1869,
whose fertile imagination led him to proclaim the discovery here of "a ?
ancient residence of the princely family of 0'Faolan, Lords of Deesi".

The plan of the earthworks which accompanies Reade's text and which was
stated to be of only approximate accuracy, was subsequently elaborated on
in a rough survey undertaken by an archaeologist working for the Office of
Public Works, shortly before the earthworks were destroyed.

The 0.P.W. report mentions that pottery, mainly of two types, and an
jron spear head, were revealed by field walking. The pottery is described
morphologically but is not dated or ascribed to definite fabric types. 1In
recent seasons, the area has been walked by local volunteers, organised by
Mr. Noel McDonagh. The finds, most of which appear to be fairly modern,
include a brooch pin, now in the possession of the MNational Museum and
described by them as medieval, and a small collection of pottery. The pot
- sherds examined by the author were largely of c17th/18th century date,
and included gravel-tempered, Sgraffito and Brown wares. Two small sherds
of medieval South Leinster ware were also present, and a fragment of a
Gravel-Tempered roof tile was found within the church.

The final element in the settlement pattern, and the only one to have
survived, is the ruined church which stands in a small,modern-1ooking,
rectangular enclosure. This has received scant attention from former
writers since the visible remains lacked both antiquity and features of
architectural merit. However, the juxtaposition of the building, modern or
otherwise, in relation to the remains of what may have been an early
settlement of some significance, begs the question of continuity of 1and-use
and was thus thought worthy of further investigation.



Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford.

Over the last twelve months, much of the vegetation which covered
all of the area of the churchyard has been removed by Mr. McDonagh and his
helpers, and so it has been possible to examine the remains in some detail
and to prepare an accurate plan of the building. (Fig. 1).

The above-ground remains are of a plain, rectangular structure in
the Gothic style, measuring internally 14.85x6.20m. (48'-10"x20'-4"). The
walls, which are substantially intact, are constructed from irregularily
shaped fragments of local sandstone and conglomerate (gritstone), and a
little slate, randomly laid and plastered internally with a thick coat of
coal-flecked, 1ime mortar. The side walls are only 0.56m. (1'-10") thick
and the northern one, remarkably, appears to lack a foundation. The gable
walls are 0.60m. (2') thick and the foundation of the western one is at
least 0.50m (1'-8"), deep.

The interior, entered through a plain doorway placed unusually towards
the west end of the north wall,3 is 1it by four symmetrically placed and
well proportioned windows. The side windows are all of similar size,
differing only marginally in overall dimensions; internally 1.20 - 1.2%.
wide x 2.55m high (3'-11" - 4'-3" x 8'-4"); a height to width ratio of
approximately 2:1. The jambs and the heads take the form of equilateral-
pointed arches. In each case, a continuous, linear gap about 0.10m (4"),
across, in the plasterwork of the reveals close to the external openings,
indicates the former existence of wooden window-frames. These frames,
since they were clearly original and mounted externally, suggest a date
around the turn of the 17th-18th century for the building, which makes it
an early example of the Gothic Revival in Ireland.4

The east window survives today only up to the level of the springing
of its arch. It is 2.22m (7'-3"), wide internally, the jambs are 1.91m
(6'3") high and very slightly splayed. The sill is flat. 0'Donovan,
writing in 1841, records that the window was approximately twelve feet high,
(3.66m). Unfortunately, he does not mention the shape of the head .

The doorway, which 1ike the windows is not adorned with any dressed
stone, is not intact but enough of the west jamb and the lower part of the
arch survives to reconstruct its details. The outer arch was probably of
equilateral-pointed form and the back-arch was of segmental-pointed shape.
The jambs are plain with right-angled reveals. The width of the opening
is 1.40 - 1.44m (4'-7" to 4'-8") and 0'Donovan records a height of 8'-3"
(2.5Im).

The only other surviving contemporary features (there are no signs of
addition or alteration), are the traces of the attachments for the altar
rail, preserved as castes in the plastering, 3 metres (9'-9") from the
east wall, and a small, blind aperture 0.55m (1'-9") west of the
springing of the eastern window of the south wall. This may represent the
point at which a sounding-board, above the pulpit, was attached to the wall.
The floor of the building has entirely vanished. At the east end, a low
platform of earth, retained by a crumbling drystone revetment, was added
at some stage. Its function is unclear but it obviously belongs to the
period following the abandonment of the church as a formal place of worship.

s



Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford.

There is some evidence to suggest the presence of an earlier church
on the same site. Mention of the Manor and lands of Rathmoylan is made
in documents spanning the period 1274 - 1667. In the Ecclesiastical
Taxation Account of 1306, the vicarage of Rathmolan was valued at
20 shillings.” The first specific mention of the church occurs at the
time of the Dissolution. In June 1536 an inquisition held at Passage
found it to be in the possession of the Prior of St. Johns, Waterford.
On November 15th of the same year, a grant of the rectory and tithes
and the advowsons of the vicarage of Rathmolan and Kilhee (Killea) was

-made to William Wise Esq 8 The Tast relevant reference is again to the
rectory and vicarage, in 16199, and the church is indicated on the Down
Survey map of 1654.

The historical record does not of course locate the site of the church
to which it refers. The physical and topographical evidence, such as it
is, suggests however that it lay in a similar position to the edifice
described above. In the first place there are the remains of some sort of
settlement close by, towards which the doorway of the surviving building
faces. Secondly, this building is superimposed upon a trunc ated system
of earlier walls or foundations which are similarly orientated.

The visible remains consist of a wall running east-west which serves as
a foundation for its successor, and an adjoining one aligned north-south
(Fig.1). Both are constructed of rough-hewn or random shaped fragments of
sandstone and conglomerate, and they appear to be bonded at the junction,
which is formed of large blocks of conglomerate. Since the details here
are largely obscured by the later wall however, it is impossible to be
conclusive on this point. Only the very surface of the north-south wall
is exposed to view._ It appears to have been vertically truncated northwards,
possibly by graves.10  Rather more of the east-west wall can be seen. Its
extent is indeterminate since it is overlain to the east by the collapsed
earthen platform, and to the west by the later gable wall. The visible
masonry consists mainly of rather small pieces of sandstone which appear
to be laid roughly to course. Examination of the south face in a
conveniently placed animal burrow indicated that the wall runs down at
least 0.55m (1'-9") below its truncated surface and that it is bonded with
lime mortar to at least that depth. The presence of mortar together with
the fact that the face is quite neatly executed suggests a standing wall
rather than a foundation, though a consideration of the other wall suggests
the contrary.

This latter could in the context of an ecclesiastical building, be
interpreted as the footing of a chancel-arch. If that was the case then it
follows that the east-west wall too would have been a foundation. This
sorrt of problem and likewise, the question of whether the walls indeed
represent the traces of an earlier church could not be resolved without
excavation.

Early ecclesiastical sites sometimes betray themselves by such: features
‘as pieces of cut stone re-used in later masonry or early cross slabs and
perhaps a bullaun in the graveyard, but this does not seem to be the case here
There are several interesting headstones of the later 18th Century -early 19th
cerntury, all to the south of the church. Not all of these are inscribed and
some have a rather primitive appearance but none can be dated to medieval
times.. The earliest headstone bearing an inscription is dated 1744, The
nature of the writing suggests a craftsman who was not particularly literate.




Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford.

The westernmost group of stones consists of five rough slabs of conglomerate.
Only one of these is decorated, and the details are reproduced in Fig. 2.

In the opinion of Dorothy Kelly and Heather King of U.C.D., it is likely to be
of post-medieval date with no parallels to suggest anything earlier. It is
somewhat unusual however in that it apparently lacks any inscription to
accompany the cross motif. Recently Mr. McDonagh discovered a small, now
recumbent, slab bearing a simple incised cross on one side, and there may be
more stones hidden below the surface of the ground.

Perhaps the only other evidence for a former building on the site is the
nature of the ground immediately adjacent to the surviving church. This has
the appearance of a slight mound; the ground-level to the south and east of
the building being rather higher than the floor-level of the church itself.
This differential could be partly explained as the result of burial during the
18th century and later, but there is no indication of any significant rise in
level relative to the earliest headstones, over the period during which the
graveyard was in use. An alternative explanation though speculative, is that
the ground could have risen as a result of earlier grave-digging and/or the
decay of a building which lay abandoned for an indeterminate period before the
site was cleared in preparation for its replacement. This latter interpretati
would help to explain the relative frequency of loose rubble near the surface
of the higher ground, not all of which could readily be explained as deriving
from the later church since most of it still stands to wall-plate height.

Taken together then, the strands of evidence seem to point to this
location as the site of the church which existed in 1536. Again, only"
excavation could take the argument further but while the site is not under
threat of development, that would be hard to justify since burials would
inevitably be disturbed in thé process.

FIG. 2 : HEADSTONE




Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford.
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FOOTNOTES:

1.

Reade, Revd. George H., J.R.S.A.I. Vol1.1,Third Series, 1868-9,p.228-
His unsupported speculations which include the assertion that
Rathmoylan Church was of 16th century date (which is highly unlikely),
should be seen in the context of the times in which he was writing
and do not detract from the value of his article as a whole.

2. 0.P.W. Topographical Files.

3. The churchyard enclosure is likewise entered from the north.

4.  Cf. Hollywood Church, Co. Wicklow; in Craig, M. 1983.
The Architecture of Ireland, p.213.

5. 0'Donovan, J. 1841. Letters containing Information Relative to the
Antiquities of the County of Waterford, Collected During the Progress
of the Ordnance Survey in 1841.

6. Noel Cassidy, pers. comm.

7. Cal. Doc. Ireland. Vol.5, p.304.

8. Butler, M. 1913. A History of the Barony of Gaultier, pp.44-45.

9. Pat. Roll Jas. I, p.311,

10. Canon Power states that there were no interrments within the walls.
I believe that on this point he was incorrect.

Ref. Power, Revd. P.. The Ancient Ruined Churches of Co. Waterford
J.R.S.A.I. Vol. 21, p.477.
APPENDIX A - BY NOEL McDONAGH.
Inscriptions on Gravestones at Rathmoylan Church.

1. Here lies the body of Dinish Dwyer who departed this 1ife in May 1756 -
As being the buiral place of William Dwyer of Waterford and his family -
Requeisant the Pache.

S
2. Erected by Nicholas Power in memory of his wife Ea‘tgr Power al$ Sleavin

' who died Jan'Y the 2d 1810 aged 31 years alfo in memory of his father

Morice Power who died July the 8:th 1790 aged 43 years.

"Requiefeant in Paccamen.
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10.

1.
12.

13.

14.

Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford.

Erected by John and Patrick Brazel in 1805 in memory of their family
here John Brazel 21 yr.S Patrick Brazel 23yr:S

Cross cut in red sandstone 1ft.x2ft.

Erected by John Fleming of the city of Waterford carpenter in memory of
his father Tho Fleming who dep:t this 1ife NovD 6th 1802 aged 72yS alfo
his mother Catherine Fleming alias Dun died Feb y 9th 1804 ag.d 74
years. Alfo the body of James Power son of Dennis Power Portally and
nephew to the above John Fleming dep:d Jan y. 25th 1815 aged 27

Thomas Power Dep.d July 21th 1808. Requiefcant in Pace Amen. .

(Stone 1ying flat - 7ft.x3ft.4ins.) I.H.S. This stone was erected by
Margaret Daly.in memory. of her. father, mother, brothers and sisters -
Requesient in Pace.

See detailed drawing, Fig. 3

(Stone 1ying flat - only part readable). 8'x3'8". Gloria in Excisis
Deo - This stone was erected by Thomas Hearn in memory of his father --
of Bai ------- who departed this life the 7 of July ----- 1790 ---
who departed this 1ife July the 6th 1816 age 21 years.

In memory of Johanna Barton died 1876. Also her mother Ann died 1857
and her father John died 1843 Also her sister Catherine and her
brother Patrick Barton.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo - This stone was erected by Willia® Power and
Mary Keily in memory of their daughter Magret Power who dep:d

this 1ife Dec:P 26th 1820 aged 38 years. The Lord have Merch on her
Soul Amen.

T.H.S. Here lyes the body of Joan Power Deceads Nov 21 AD GD47 1744,
T.H.S. Glory be to God on High - Here lyeth the body of Mary Dobbyn
Alias Doyle & her seventh child who departed this 1ife the 8th day

of FebrY, 1773 aged 31 years.

Here 1yeth the body of John Doyle. He died the 11th of Sept 1770
Aged 32 years.

I.H.S. Gloria in Excelsis Deo - Erectd by Abigal Power in memory

of her Hufband Laurance Power who departed this 1ife June 7th 1801
aged 32 years - Requiefeant in Pace Amen.
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ENQUIRY : - The Boate Family of Waterford.

Mr. J.R.D. Russell, of Tall Trees, Oxford Road,Tilehurst,
Reading, Berkshire, RG3 6UT, England, is researching the Boate
family of Waterford and Dungarvan with whom he is connected.

Edward Wellington Boate, eldest son of George Boate of
Waterford, was born circa 1822 and died on 4th October ,1871,
in Philadelphia, U.S.A. aged 49 years. He married the poetess
Henrietta Bruce O0'Neill-in 1848. She was the second daughter
of Edmond Neill of Twie Castle, Co. Donegal.

A noted Irish journalist, Boate edited the Waterford
Chronicle and Wexford Guardian. He was also a reporter for
the Times #n the House of Commons and worked on the Irish
American, Evening Express and other journals. He reported for
the Sunday Mercury to September,1871.

Boate was a member of the 42nd New York Volunteers in
1863. At the battle of Bristo Station in the American Civil
War he was taken prisoner and sent to Belle Island. As
Chairman of a delegation representing 95,000 men he negotiated
with Abraham Lincoln for an exchange of prisoners.

Another member of this family was George Boate of Prospect
near Waterford City and of William Street, Waterford, who was
a landowner and Common Councilman circa 1788 - 1816.

The Boates of Dungarvan were merchants and Tived at
Duckspool and Tournore in Abbeyside. That family included
Henry Charles Boate, born in Dungarvan on 3rd August, 1828. He
was Asst. Surgeon in the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons and served
in the Crimean War where he won medals.

The above details were supplied by Mr. Russell who would be
grateful for any information which would enable him to complete
his researches. Perhaps some of our readers might be in a
position to assist. He particularly seeks information on the
parents and. family of Edward Wellington Boate and where they
lived in the period 1780 to 1850.




Waterford Diocese, 1096 - 136 3.

Sr. Assumpta 0'Neill.

Chapter One:

Foundation of the Diocese of Waterford,

Life and times of Malchus.

0f the clerics who served the needs of the Christian community of
Waterford Danes we have no information until we come to the year 1096.
By that year, the number of Christians in the Waterford kingdom seemed
to its citizens to call for the election of a bishop to rule over them.l
Accordingly they met under the presidency of King Muirchertach 0'Briain,
and chose as their spiritual leader an Irishman named Maoliosa Ua
‘h-Ainmire who was then a monk at Winchester under the jurisdiction of
Walchelin, bishop of that see.2 Having chosen Malchus ( as the name was
Latinized) they drew up a letter and sent it to Anselm, Archbishop of
Canterbury, asking him to consecrate their new bishop. St. Anselm was
then in the fourth year of his episcopate, to which he had reluctantly
succeeded after the death of Lanfranc. Both Lanfranc and Anselm were
Italians by birth and botg had been trained at the great Benedictine
abbey of Bec in Normandy.® Anselm's career as archbishop of Canterbury
was rendered doubly difficult by the treatment , or rather ill-treatment,
he received from the King, William Rufus, son of the Conqueror. About
a year after his consecration he sent a letter to the Irish bishops.
'Reverend Fathers', the letter runs, 'l speak to you in sorrow and I
confess that most bitter tribulation has come upon me. I recall the
fruitful peace which I have lost and I think of the fruitless dangers
I have incurred. Wherefore, venerable brothers, children of everlasting
love, I beseech you in the name of Him who redeemed His enemies by His
own blood, pray that God may grant peace in all things.'4 Such was the
man to whom the clergy and people of Waterford addressed the following
letter

" To Anselm, by God's grace archbishop of the English and to all
the bishops of his diocese, the clergy and people of the town
‘of Waterford with King Muirchertach and Bishop Dofnald,
greeting in the Lord.

13
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Waterford Diocese 1096 -~ 1363.

Holy Father, the blindness of ignorance has for a long time
made us suffer great harms to our salvation, for we chose
rather to withdraw our necks slavishly from the yoke of the
Lord than to submit ourselves freely to pastoral obedience.

Now, however, we have come to know what great profit is
to be derived from the care of pastors, when we compare it
with other things; for without leadership neither an army
will dare to undertake the danger of war, nor a ship the
danger of the sea. How then will our small ship, adrift on
the waves of the world, fight against the wily enemy ? Wherefore
we and our king Muirchertach and our bishop Dofnald and Dermeth
our duke, brother of the king, have chosen this priest Malchus,
a monk of Walchelin, bishop of Winchester, well known to us,
of noble birth and character, imbued with apostolic and
ecclesiastical discipline, catholic in his faith, prudent,
temperate in his habits, chaste in his life, sober, humble,
affable, kind, Tearned in letters, instructed in the law of
God, careéful in interpretation of scripture, hospitable, ruling
own household well, no meophyte, well thought of by al1.5 We
beg that this man may be ordained bishop for us by your paternity
so that he may lawfully rule over and help us and that we may be
able under his leadership to fight manfully for the Lord.

But that you may know that all our voices concur in this election,
we have each of us with ready will signed this canonical decree
with our own hands.

I, Muirchertach, King of Ireland, have signed.

I, Duke Dermeth, the King's brother, have signed.

I, Bishop Dofnald, have signed.

I, Idunan, Bishop of Meath, have signed.

I, Samuel, Bishop of Dublin, have signed.

I, Ferdomnach, Bishop of the men of Leinster, have signed.

For the fact that this letter is extant, we have to thank the monk
Eadmer, the friend and biographer of Anselm, who transcribed it.6 That
there were some further signatures to the letter we know from the note with
which Eadmer closed this entry. ' Many others besides these signed the
latter, but_for the sake of brevity, I have not thought it necessary to
note them'.” Of the signatures he has given us, the first is that of
Muirchertach 0'Briain, a leading spirit in church eeform in his time. The
second is his brother Diarmuid, who seems from the text of the letter to
have had some particular jurisdiction over Waterford, subject to
Muirchertach. The third signature is that of Domhnall O'h-Enna, the
Dalcassian bishop closely associated with the 0'Brien's in the work of
reform. He was over seventy years old in 1096, and died two years later.
After his death, his work was continued by Maelmuire 0'Dunain, who is the
fourth signatory to the Waterford letter. The fifth, Samuel 0'h-Angli,
bishop of Dublin, had been consecrated by Anselm only a few months before
he signed this letter. The last of the signatories, Ferdomnach, is
termed bishop of Kildare in the account of his death in 1101.

After the election of Malchus, messengers were sent to Walchelin,
bishop of Winchester, asking him to accede to their request that Malchus,
a monk under his jurisdiction, might be consecrated their bishop. It is
Tikely that the messengers from Waterford, bearing also the letter to
Anselm, went first to Walchelin, who wrote to Anselm, his metropolitan:
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To my lord and father Anselm, by the grace of God archbishop
of Canterbury, Walchelin, bishop of Winchester ,greeting.

The king of Ireland with the bishops and clergy and people
of that country have chosen this monk of mine, Malchus by
name, a native of Ireland, for the episcopal office to be
constituted in Waterford, one of their states. From
there they sent their messengers to me, that I might
consent to their election and might send him to you to
be consecrated. I therefore with the advice of the
lord Godfrey, prior of our church, and of our seniors
and brothers, have given assent to their petition, knowing
the same to be a monk adorned with virtues, learned in
letters, prudent, humble, fearing God, catholic in
knowledge and devout in religion. On that account I have
sent him to your paternity, that in him and for him you
may do what is yours. I ask you also for the sake of our
love, because he is our monk, to deal kindly with his, and
since his countrymen are awaiting him at Bristol w1th ships,
to hasten his consecration. Farewell.

There are some noteworthy points in this letter. Walchelin begins by saying
that Malchus has been elected by the king, bishops, clergy and people of
Ireland. This statement is obviously not borne out by the letter sent

to Anselm from Waterford, and perhaps delivered to Anselm by the same
messengers, which expressly states that it comes from the clergy and
people of the town of Waterford, with King Muirchertach and Duke Diarmuid.
Eadmer, in his introduction to the transcript of the Waterford letter,
adds a further statement, likewise unwarranted. 'The king of Ireland,
with all the nobles and clergy and people of that island, sent

messengers to Anselm, asking him in virtue of the primacy which he
exercised over them, and relying on the apostolic authority which he

held, to come to their assistance by consecrating their new bishop.' 11
This claim of Canterbury to primacy over the Irish church was not new.

It had been forherly put forward by Lanfranc.12 There is no evidence

that the whole Irish church ever acknowledged this primacy, but the
Danish kingdoms of Dublin and Limerick, and for a short time that of
Waterford , made their bishops suffragans of Canterbury. Thus we find
Malchus at his consecration making the following profession of obedience:

I, Malchus, bishop-elect of Waterford, and now about to be
consecrated by you,Reverend Father Anselm, archbishop of
the holy church of Canterbury and primate of all Britain,
do promise in all things to ?ive canonical obedience to
you and all your successors.!3

Why did the people of Waterford place their diocese under the jurisdiction
of Canterbury ? One explanation is that in applying to Canterbury the
Danes of Waterford, 1ike those of Dublin and k1merick, were simply
seeking the most access1b1e metropolitan see. Further reasons may have
been the desire to regularise their position in the universal church

and to ensure their independence of the neighbouring Irish comarbai.

It must be borne in mind that the setting-up of a territorial diocese

was something outside the traditional framework of church organisation

in Ireland.16 The advice and assistance desirable in the circumstances
could hardly have been obtained in Ireland, where the new system would
probably be regarded as an intrusion. The older Irish churches, ( to
call them dioceses would be misleading since they were not territorially
delimited) had been for six centuries accustomed to the rule of men
claiming to be successors of one or other Irish saint. Thus we read of
the successor {comarb) of Patrick, of Ciaran, of Ailbe, where we would

]
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speak rather of bishops of Armagh, Clonmacnoise, Emly. An appeal to
Armagh was out of the question, since Armagh in 1096 as for 200 years
previously, was ruled by lay-abbots, a_state of affairs that ended only
with the ordination of Celsus in 1106.17 Nevertheless, jealousy of
Armagh has actually been suggested as a motive for the appeal to
Canterbury.!8 An appeal to Lismore was equally unthinkable, since the
newly-constituted diocese was formed of territory which up to then was
loosely subject to Lismore. For whatever reasons, the fact remains
that the inhabitants of Waterford chose to make their new bishopric a
suffragan see of Canterbury, and that Muirchertach 0'Briain, his brother
Diarmuid, and at least four Irish bishops signified their approval.

Eadmer gives 20 December 1096 as the date. of the consecration of
Malchus as Waterford's first bishop. The consecration took place in
Canterbury cathedral. The consecrating prelate was, of course, Anselm,
and the co-consecrators were Ralph, bishop of Chichester, and Gundolp,
bishop of Rochester.19 Since the consecration of Malchus is known to
have taken place in December, we can place the otherwise undated letter
from Waterford between April and December of that year. Bishop Samuel
of Dublin, one of the signatories, was consecrated April 20, and allowing
time for him to return to his diocese and attend the Waterford synod, we
can date the election of Malchus to summer or Autumn, 1096.

That was a most auspicious year for the consecration of a bishop
who. was to become 'an important agent for the reform movement'.20
Kenney goes so far as to say that events in Ireland in that year may
be regarded as inaugurating the twelfth century revival.Zl 1In a tract
known as the Second Vision of Adamnan, woe and calamity were foretold
for the men of Ireland in the year when the feast of the beheading of
St. John the Baptist would fall on a Friday in a bissextile and
embolismal year at the end of a cycle.22 With the exception of the
last, these conditions were fulfilled in the year 1096. It was the
fourteenth year of a nineteen-year cycle, which was sufficiently near
the end to induce a wave of popular terror as the apocalytic year
approached. When, in Summer 1096, a great plague broke out 'which
wrought havoc of people'23 the country was dominated by fear. 'Great
fear upon the men of Ireland before the feast of John of this year',
says the Ulster annalist, 'until God spared them through the fastings
of the comarb of Patrick and the clergy of Ireland besides'. The Four
Masters give more details. 'The festival of John fell on Friday this year;
the men of Ireland were seized with great fear, and the counsel taken by
the clergy of Ireland with the comarb of Patrick at their head, in order
to save them from the mortality which had been predicted to them from a
remote period, was to command all in general to observe a three days'
abstinence from Wednesday to Sunday, every month, and to fast every day
till the end of a year, except on Sundays and great festivals; and they
also gave alms and many offerings to God, and many lands were granted to
churches and the clergy by kings and princes. And so the men of Ireland
were delivered for that time from the fire of vengeance.' The Annals of
Clonmacnoise add to the measures taken by the clergy that 'they also
appointed certain prayers to be said daily'. It is perhaps notable that
neither in 1095 nor 1096 do the annalists mention any expedition by
Muirchertach 0'Briain against his rival, Domhnall 0'Lochlainn, an event
which occurs regularly both before and after those years.
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In that year, 1096, Bernard of Clairvaux was five years old,
Malachy of Armagh was a child of two, and Peter Abelard a youth of
seventeen. Anselm, the recipient of the letter from Waterford was
sixty-three. Urban II was Pope, and the Crusades had just begun.

Ma]Ehus, we may presume, sailed from Bristol to Waterford early
in 1097.24 He was not quite fifty years old, and for almost forty
years thereafter he played his part in the work of church reform in
Ireland.25 When he died in 1135 that work was nearing the final form
embodied in the decrees of the Synod of Kells, 1152.

We have no record of the welcome accorded to Malchus on his arrival
in Waterford. Of Bishop Samuel of Dublin consecrated by Anselm eight
months previously, Eadmer says that 'he returned joyfully to his
fatherland and was received in his new see with all the honours customary
in that land'.26  We would expect Muirchertach 0'Briain to have greeted
him, though we know that at some time in that year, he was once again
busy leading a hosting against Domhnall 0'Lochlainn.27 The Annals of
Ulster from which we take this item give a picture of general prosperity
that year when they remark with evident satisfaction on the 'great nut-
crop in Ireland this year so that the sixth of a barrel of nuts used to
be got for one penny'.

Malchus was no stranger_in Ireland, for his obit gives his Irish
name, Maoliosa 0'h-Ainmire.28 Fr. Aubrey Gwynn, S.J. thinks it likely
that he had been a monk in some Irish monastery, probably Lismore,
before he went to Winchester.29 Now, as bishop of an Irish diocese,
it was his duty to co-operate with his fellow-bishops in carrying out
the programme of reform already inaugurated on the continent. Ireland
had come through three centuries of turmoil in the fluctuating: struggle
against the Danes, during which much was gained, but inevitably much
was also lost. The monasteries, centres of religion and the arts, had
been repeatedly plundered. Priceless books were burned or drowned.30
Others were taken to continental monasteries by their owners fleeing ,
from the wrath to come. Brian Boru had made valiant efforts to make good
these losses, but the recovery was bound to be slow. An old order was
changed, the new was not yet formed. The letters of Lanfranc, Anselm,
and St. Bernard point out in no uncertain terms that abuses existed in
the Irish church.31 If we allow for their necessarily limited knowledge
of Irish affairs and for the fact that reformers then as now are sometimes
found to exaggerate. we must still agree that all was not well with the
Irish church.32 Its greatest hope lay with the men who were wise enough
to see this and humble enough to admit it and then did all in their power
to supply a remedy. We may consider it certain that Bishop Malchus lost
no time in setting about the organisation of his diocese. The Christchurch
of Waterford became his cathedral church.33 He may have organised a
cathedral chapter and encouraged the canonical recitation of the divine
office as was customary in Norman England.

Four years after Malchus returned to Waterford, a synod was held at
Cashel, at which Muirchertach 0'Briain made a gift of Cashel to the church.
The account of the synod mentions only one of the bishops who attended -
Maelmuire 0'Dunain - but it is likely Ehat Malchus was one of those 'chiefs
of the clergy' who were also present.3
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Some time after this, Malchus became involved in the affairs of
Bishop Samuel of Dublin. Anselm had heard certain complaints about the
conduct of Samuel, and, as ggs metropolitan, sent him a severe
reprimand for his offences. The first of these was the giving away
of ' books, vestments, and other ornaments of the church which the lord
archbishop Lanfranc gave to your uncle Donatus.' The second was
'driving out and scattering the monks who had been brought together
for the service of that church', and the last was ‘causing the cross to
be carried before you on your journeys.' The last-named practice meant
that Samuel was appropriating to himself metropolitan dignity, which
prompts Anselm to end his letter with the words 'I order you to do so no
longer, for this right is reserved to archbishops who have been confirmed
with the pall by the Roman Pontiff.'

This stern letter of rebuke was not sent directly to Samuel, but to
Malchus of Waterford, with a covering letter entrusting him with the
unwelcome task of admonishing his brother of Dublin.

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, to his friend and fellow-
bishop Malchus of Waterford, greeting and blessing.

I have heard that the Lord Samuel, bishop of
Dublin, is casting out the monks from the church of
Dublin, for 1little or no cause, and that he will not
take them back, no matter what satisfaction be
offered; and that, contrary to custom, he causes his cross
to be carried before him on his journey, and that he is
giving away as his own, property of that church which was
given by Archbishop Lanfranc. On all these points I am
sending him a letter and I am ordering the people of
that city to prevent the distribution of the afore-said
property. And since I can find no person more suitable
than you through whom I can send my letter, I beg you, my
brother, to hand it to him in person, and to warn him with
prayer and counsel, to pay heed to the admonition I am
sending him in writing.' 36

There is also extant a letter written by Malchus to Anselm while the
latter was in exile in St. Omer. The tone of the letter reveals the
admiration which Malchus had for the archbishop in his many trials, and
the affection he felt for him. ‘'Carissime pater', he writes, 'partim
fuimus tristes, partim laeti, de discessione vestra. Laeti quidem, quia
habuimus exemplum discendae patientiae quacumque tribulatione engruente;
tristes vero, quia vos intervalla locorum in longinquam separaverunt,
quia voluimus esse propinqui vobis frequentia litterarum, licet absentes
personae'. 37 He then requests Anselm to send him the book on the Holy
Trinity which he had written and which Malchus has lately heard was
commended by the Pope himself. Lastly he reminds Anselm of a request he
had already made to him to commit to writing a sermon on the Incarnation
given apparently at Winchester. Since Malchus mentions that the sermon
was preached ‘'after dinner on the feast of St. Martin' but does not
mention the year, the letter appears to have been written within twelve
months of his departure from Winchester. There is no record of Anselm's
reply, except in so far as his 'cur deus homo' can be regarded as the
written version of the sermon requested by Malchus. '
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In 1105, before the diocese of Waterford was quite ten years old,
an event occurred which was of the utmost significance for the whole
Irish church. The comarb of Patrick died at Duleek and Ceallach was
chosen to succeed him.38 This Ceallach or Celsus, though a member of
the family which had ruled Armagh as lay-abbots for 200 years, had been
won over to the cause of reform,39 Immediately after his election he
received Holy Orders and in the following year he was consecrated bishop.
A11 that we know of his consecration is that it took place in Munster in
1106.40 We may however consider it certain that there were three
consecrating prelates, as canonically prescribed. St. Anselm had, in
fact, in his letter to King Muirchertach in 1096, mentioned consecration
by a single prelate as an irregularity calling for attention.41 It is
unlikely that his words would have gone unheeded. It is not difficult
to name. the three outstanding prelates of Munster in 1106, the three
leading spirits of the reform movement. They were Maelmuire 0'Dunain,
Malchus of Waterford, and Gilbert of Limerick.

The fact that Armagh was now ruled by a bishop who was intent on
reform meant that the next synod would be representative of the whole of
Ireland. So it came about in 1111, when a synod met at Rathbreasail.42

It was at Rathbreasail that the first attempt was made at the
formal erection of an Irish hierarchy. Ireland was to be divided into
two ecclesiastical provinces - Armagh and Cashel - each with twelve
suffragan sees. In addition, there were to be two bishops in Meath.
This arrangement was similar to that already obtaining in England,which
was divided into the provinces of York and Canterbury.43 1In Ireland,
moreover, such an arrangement coincided with the traditional division
of the country into Leth Chuinn and Leth Mogha. In the planning of the
diocesan limits, the general lines of already-existing civil divisions
were fo]]owed.44 This probably explains why Lismore and Waterford were,
at Rathbreasail, constituted one single diocese.45 The seat of residence
of the bishop was to be Lismore or Waterford. The diocese was to extend
'from Mileadhach on the brink of the Bearbha at Cumar na dtri n-Uisce to
Corcach, and from the Suir southward to the sea'.46 This territory
was in fact coterminous with the ancient territory of Decies.47

Bishop Malchus was now free to reside either at Lismore or at
Waterford. It was natural that he should choose Lismore. It had been
for a long time 'a great religious city, a school of sacred sciences, to
which pilgrims from all over Ireland and scholars from beyond the seas
resorted.'#8 The earliest date at which we can fix the residence of
Malchus at Lismore is 1121 or 1122.49 He may have been there earlier.
Niall Mac Aeducain (whose name is inscribed on the famous Lismore Crozier)
was bishop of Lismore at Rathbreasail (1111) but died in 1113.50
Malchus may have gone to Lismore soon after Mac Aeducain's death. Or he
may have lived some time at Cashel. Malchus signed the acts of the
synod of Rathbreasail as archbishop of Cashel,! his name appearing
immediately after those of the papal legate and the primate. By that
date the term archbishop had a very definite meaning and signified that
Malchus was to be metropolitan of the newly-constituted province of
Cashel.52 One aspect of this was that he was henceforth free of the
jurisdiction of Canterbury. We do not know how long Malchus remained
archbishop of Cashel. There is no evidence that a bishop was elected to
replace him at Waterford. It is likely that Malchus remained bishop of
Waterford at the same time as he was archbishop of the province, just as
St. Malachy some years later was bishop of Connor and archbishop of Armagh.
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Like Malachy, Malchus may have resigned the metropolitan see.

Certainly he died at Lisggre and the annals recording his death call

him bishop of Waterford. At any rate, though the seat of the
archbishop was fixed at Cashel, by decree of the synod of Rathbreasail,
this may not have been immediately feasible. Cashel had no tradition

as an ecclesiastical centre, having been granted to the church only ten
years previously. Moreover in the turmoil after the death of Muirchertach
0'Briain in 1119, residence at Cashel would probably have been out of the
question.

In 1117 Maelmuire 0'Dunain died in his seventy-seventh year,%4 in
1118 Duke Diarmuid died,95 and in 1119 King Muirchertach himself.56 There
was now-only one-survivor ngthe-signatories‘to the-Waterford letter (in
1101 Ferdomnach had died).®/ Bishop Samuel of Dublin 1lived until 1121,
when he too 'in pace quievit'.%8

In 1120 Celsus, archbishop of Armagh, made his visitation of Munster.
This was his first visitation of that province since 1106, as far as our
information goes. He had, of course met Malchus in the intervening years
for they were both prominent at Rathbreasail. While Celsus was in
Munster in 1120, he left as his vicar at Armagh a young priest whom he
had ordained only the year beforg. This was Maolmaodhog 0'Morgair,
afterwards known as St. Malachy.®9 When Celsus returned to Armagh he
sent his young vicar south to Lismore to study under Malchus. St.Bernard
described this incident in his Vita Mal achiae and speaks of Bishop
Malchus in terms no less eulogistic than those of the letter from
Waterford in 1096.

He was an old man, full of days and of virtues and the
wisdom of God was in him. He was of Irish nationality,

but had 1ived in England in the habit and rule of a monk

in the monastery of Winchester, from which he was promoted

to be bishop in Lismoreb0 a city of Munster, and one of

the noblest cities of that kingdom. There so great grace

was bestowed upon him from above that he was illustrious,

not only for life and doctrine, but also for signs. Of

these I set down two as examples, that it may be known to

all what sort of teacher Malachy had in the knowledge of holy
things. He healed a boy who was troubled with a mental
disorder in the act of confirming him ... He restored hearing
to one who was deaf ..... For these and other such deeds his
fame increased and he won a great name, so that Scots and
Irish flowed together to him and he was reverenced by all as
the one father of al1.61

It is pleasant to visualise the meeting that took place between the
ageing Bishop Malchus and the ¥ou§hfu1 Malachy. One was past the
biblical three score and ten,6¢ the other was the young man seeing visions§3
yet disparity of age was no bar to union of spirit. Malachy remained at
Lismore until, after two years, he was recalled to Armagh. For three
years he was abbot of Bangor, and when circumstances forced him to leave
his monastery, he again made his way to Lismore. Another famous pilgrim
at Lismore in that year (1227) was Cormac MacCarthy, king of Desmond,5
the same Cormac who later built at Cashel the famous chapel which bears
his name. This visit of Malachy to Malchus did not last long, probably
not more than a few months.
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: In 1129 the Irish reform party suffered a severe blow when Celsus
died at the early age of fifty. His death took place at Ardpatrick on
April 1, ' and on 3rd April his body was carried to Lismore of Mochuda
according to his will and it was waked with pasims and hymns and
canticles. And it was buried with honour in the tomb of the bishops'.65
Before his death Celsus had named Malachy as his successor but it was
only at the persistent persuasion of Malchus and Gilbert that he
consented to accept the charge.66 After a long struggle with those at
Armagh who regarded the see as their hereditary right,67 Malachy
succeeded in establishing so satisfactory a state of affairs there that
his successor Gelasius entered upon his succession without opposition.
Gelasius was still primate at the Norman invasion.

One other notab]e event occurred in the 11fet1me of Malchus. In
1134, the chapel on the Rock of Cashel was consecrated.® Bgahop Malchus
was not very old and we do not know whether he was present.®? Certainly
he was present in spirit. The chapel is very much an expression in stone
of the 12th century reform, an enduring tribute to the faith of the age.’0
In that sense it is a monument to the spirit that animated Malchus. And
as if it were indeed the seal on his 1ife's work, the annalist records
in the following year, ' Maoliosa- 0 h=Aimmire bishop of Portlairge , and
chief senior of the Irish, died at Lis-mor-Mochuda after the eighty=eight
year of his age.'7l

N OTE S
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Eadmer, Historia Novorum, p.76.

2. The cathedral priory of St. Swithun at Winchester was a commun1ty of
Benedictine monks directly subject to the bishop. At this particular
time, it was an outstanding centre of all that was richest and best
in Norman Benedictine abbeys. The formation given at Winchester
embraced not only the strictly spiritual but also painting,
architecture,music,history,grammar,verse-making and homiletics,science
and languages. Bishop Walchelin was said to have loved his monks as
if they were angels,and Prior Godfrey,Malchus's immediate superior,
was noted both for his literary gifts and his holiness of life. (See

- various references in Knowles, The Monastic Order in England.)
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For Bec as an intellectual centre in medieval times, see Knowles,
op.cit. .p.9-7, It was to the abbey of Bec that the archbishop

of Canterbury, Dr. Ramsey went on the feast of St.Anselm, 21 April
1667, to join in prayer for Christian unity,

Ussher, Works, iv, 515, translated by Fr. Aubrey Gwynn S.J. in his
article "Lanfranc and the Irish church' in I.E.R. Tvii (1941),

481 - 500.

This 1ist of qualifications, taken almost literally from 1 Tim.idi,
1-7, was used from the early days of the church to determine
suitability of candidates for the office of bishop, and together

with the requirements for priests and deacons, became known as the
'regula apostoli' . The use of it in this letter is intended to
assure Anselm that there is no impediment to the consecration of
Malchus. See G.J.-Hand's introductory remarks to his article 'The
Bigamous Archbishop of Palermo' in Medieval Studies Presented to i

Aubrey Gwynn, S.J.
The Tetter is printed in Eadmer, Historia Novorum, p.76;

Schmitt (ed.) S. Anselmi Opera Omnia,iv. Letter 20-;

Ussher, Works, 1v, 5T18; Migne, Patrologia Latina, 159, col. 395-6.
Eadmer, Historia Novorum, p.77.
A.U. 1098.

A.U. 1101. For a fuller account of all the signatories, see
Appendix A.

Schmitt, S.Anselmi Opera Omnia, iv, Letter 202.

Eadmer, Historia Novorum, p.76

See A. Gwynn, S.J. 'Lanfranc and the Irish Church' in I.E.R. 1lvii,
481-500; 1viii, 1-15. See also Councils and Ecclesiastical
Documents relating to Great Britain and Ireland, 1. 307.

Ussher, Works, 1v. 565.

Richardson, Norman Monastic Foundations, in Medieval Studies
Presented to Aubrey Gwynn, S.J. p.41.
Kenney, Sources, p./58. A comarb was a ruler of a local ‘church,
successor of its founder, not necessarily in orders; Irish bishops
were often subject to comarbai.

'It implied', says K. Hughes, 'the complete overthrow of the
traditional system'. (Church in Early Irish Society, p.267). o
A. Gwynn, 'St. Ma]achy of Armagh™ in IT.E.R. Txx (1948). E
Phillips, History of the Church of Ireland, i.35. :
Eadmer, Historia Novorum, p.7/. Ralph fater became archbishop of
Canterbury, (Ang]oésaxon Chronicle, 1114). ‘
Phillips (ed.) History of the Church of Ireland, i.34. !
Kenney, Sources, p./43. ;
The entire text of Fis Adamnain is printed with translation and notes,]
by Whitby Stokes in Revue Celtique, xii (1891) 420-43. O'Curry 1
dated this prophecy to "some peri‘a'subsequent to the Danish 1nvasion,v
but before the Anglo-Norman invasion was so much as thought of’. |
(Lectures on the Manuscript Materials of Ancient Irish History, E
pp. 424-5). '
A.U. 1096. E
We have the evidence of Walchelin's letter that Bristol was his port
of embarkation.

His age at his consecration @n be calculated from the fact that he
died in 1135 ' after the eighty-eight year of his age'. (A.F.M.) .
Eadmer, Historia Novorum, p.74.

A. U. 1097.

A.F.M. 1135.

Gwynn, Origins of the Diocese of Waterford' 1n T.E.R. Tix (1942)
289 - 97.

i
1
i

Cog. Gael, p.39.

]
Ussher, Works, iv. 492, 513, 515, 520, Lawlor, St. Bernard's Life
of St. Malachy, pp.45-6. |
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This is not to suggest that all was well with the church elsewhere.
The papacy reached a low ebb before Hildebrand became Pope and
devoted all his energies to reform of abuses. The greed and
immorality of higher ecclesiastics and the poverty, ignorance and
discontent of the majority of ordinary clergy make a sorry picture
of church 1ife in Europe at the time. See, for example, Moorman,
Church Life in England in the Thirteenth Century.

Power, Waterford and Lismore, p.9.

A.F.M. 1T0T.

Schmitt (ed.) S. Anselmi Opera Omnia, iv. Letter 278.

Ussher, Works, iv. 330.

Ussher, Works, iv. 528; S.Anselmi Opera Omnia, iv. Letter 277.
Translation by A. Gwynn, S.J. in I.E.R. LIX (1942).
S. Anselmi Opera Omnia, iv. Letter 207.

A.U. T105.

Celsus was grandson of a former abbot.

A.U. 1106.

Ussher, Works, iv. 520.

A.U. 11T, A. Gwynn, S.J. locates Rathbreasail in central Tipperary
near Templemore. (The Twelfth-Century Reform,)p.29

Keating, Foras Feasa, 111. 299.

Begley, Diocese of Limerick, p.76, suggests that this principle also
applies to parishes.

Keating, Foras Feasa, 1i1.305.

ibid. ‘'Cumar na dTri n-Uisce' is the Irish name for the meeting of
the Suir, Barrow, and Nore. For derivation of Mileadhach, see
Power (ed.) Lives of Declan and Mochuda, I.T.S. xvi. 188.

Ware, Antiquities, p.49; Power, Waterford and Lismore,p.]

Power, op.cit. p.5. Lismore had been a religious centre since the
7th century. For an account of its foundation by St. Carthage,
otherwise Mochuda, see 'Lives of Declan and Mochuda' (ed. Power)
I.T.S. «xvi.
Lawlor, St. Bernard's Life of St. Malachy, p.20.

Ann. Inisf. 1T13.

Keating, Foras Feasa, iii. 307.

According to Curtis, History of Ireland, p.40, 'Celsus erected Cashel
into an archbishopric for Malchus of waterford

A.F.M. 1135.

A.U. 1117.

A.U. and A.L.C. 1118.

A.U. and A.L.C. 1119.

A.U. 1101.

A.U. 1121.

See A. Gwynn S.J. 'St. Malachy of Armagh' in I.E.R. 1xx (1948)

961 - 76; Ixxi (1949) 134 - 44; 317 - 31.

St. Bernard's confusion of Lismore with Waterford ( to which Malchus
had in fact been elected ) is understandable, particularly as at

the time of which Bernard here speaks, Malchus was residing at Lismore.
Lawlor, St. Bernard's Life of St. Malachy, p.20.

Malchus was eighty-eight when he died 1n 1135, so at the time of
Malachy's first visit to Lismore, he was about seventy-four.

Malachy was not yet thirty, having been born in 1095, according to
Lawlor, op.cit. p.6, note 1.

St. Bernard's chronology here is faulty, for he places the meeting of
Cormac and Malachy at the latter's first visit to Lismore. See
Lawlor, op.cit., p.21, note 3.

Also A. Gwynn's note to Vita S. Malachiae, ed. Leclercq and Roche.
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A. U. 1129. A. Gwynn, S.J. comments; His dying wish that he
should be buried at Lismore shows how close was his kinship of
spirit to Malchus and Malachy.

(I.E.R. Ixxi. (1949) 317.)

LawTor, op.cit. p.48.

St. Bernar in his picturesque style writes: For lo, the -
viperous brood, raging and crying out that it was disinherited,
aroused itself in full strength.

(Lawlor, op.cit. p.53).

Keating, Foras Feasa, iii. 311.

The annals say the chapel was consecrated ' by the archbishop of
Cashel and the bishops of Munster'

(Misc. Irish Annals, p.21).

This significance of Cormac's chape] is well brought out by
Liam de Paor in an article in 'North Munster Studies 133 - 43.
He points out that Cormac had come under the Tnfluence of the
reform at Lismore, where he met Malachy. He does not however
mention Malchus, to whom Malachy had been sent by Celsus. Cormac's
chapel is described in R.S.A.I. Jn. x1ii (1912) 140 -~ 7.

A.F.M. 1135, :

e e i R
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TnOy, Rapparee and Highwayman - Social

Unrest in the 1 7¢th, & 1 8¢th, Centuries.

Dan Dowling.

The exploits of the Brennans of the Castlecomer country, in the 17th
century, and of James Freney, in the 18th, are still very much alive in
the folk history and traditions of Co. Kilkenny. Their feats and daring
encounters have, all through the intervening years, never failed to
fascinate the succeeding generations. A certain romanticism has always
been associated with their daring, and the folklore of the common people
is imbued with that tradition.

The Brennans took to the road from motives of revenge, in
retaliation for the loss of their ancestral homes and lands. The gross
injustice perpetrated upon them could not but elicit some form or revenge,
and in common with countless others of their times, they have become folk
heroes as Tories or Rapparees.

James Freney, on the other hand some decades later, became a
highwayman from less clearly defined motives. Yet his memory is ever
fresh in the popular tradition. His gallantry, and respect for females
has ennobled his memory. He never killed nor maimed, and to those in need

or the widow in distress, his hand was ever free with the proceeds of his
trade.

Tories, Rapparees and Highwaymen, of past centuries all had a common
origin in injustice and tyranny, and in a corrupt legal system whose main
function was to protect the interests of the new propertied classes who
were infiltrating the Irish scene at that time. The system was all the
more reprehensible in that it was devised and implemented by an administration
composed of people who were alien in race, religion, language and
tradition, who had acquired their lands and properties by forcible
acquisition, and dispossession of the rightful owners.

~ The wars of extermination initiated and pursued under the reign of
Elizabeth I, resulted in the defeat of the Gaelic order at the Battle of
Kinsale in 1601, and the subsequent flight to the Continent of the last
great Irish leaders including 0'Neill and 0'Donnell, in 1607. Their
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