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E D I T O R I A L .  

Mos t  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l ,  no d o u b t ,  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h o s e  o l d ,  s e p i a  t i n t e d  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  I r i s h  scenes t a k e n  
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  of t h e  1 9 t h  and t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h i s  
c e n t u r y  w h i c h  may somet imes be seen g r a c i n g  t h e  w a l l s  o f  
c o f f e e  shops and t h e  l i k e  a round  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  a p p e a r i n g  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s  bound c o l l e c t i o n s .  

Many o f  t h e s e  emanated f r o m  t h e  Lawrence S t u d i o  i n  
Dub1 i n ,  whose s t a f f  t r a v e l  1  ed t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  r e c o r d i n g  
t h e  p a s s i n g  scene i n  c i t i e s ,  towns  and r u r a l  a r e a s .  U s i n g  t h e  
o l d  f a s h i o n e d  w e t  p l a t e  cameras of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e y  p roduced 
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  v e r y  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  

The N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  I r e l a n d  h o l d s  a  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  p h o t o g r a p h s  and t h e y  g e n e r o u s l y  ag reed  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  
i n  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o j e c t  i n i t i a t e d  by  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L o c a l  
H i s t o r y  S o c i e t i e s ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  O l d  W a t e r f o r d  S o c i e t y  i s  
a f f i l i a t e d .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  r e - p h o t o g r a p h i n g  1,000 scenes f r o m  
t h e  Lawrence  c o l l e c t i o n  so as  t o  p roduce  1,000 p a i r s  o f  
p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  p l a c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  32  c o u n t i e s  o f  I r e l a n d ,  
t a k e n  100, y e a r s  a p a r t .  

A t  t h e - t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  w e l l .  u n d e r  way and 
a s  c a n  be i m a g i n e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  p r o v i n g  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
I n  some c a s e s  t h e  scene  has changed v e r y  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  
w h i l e  i n  o t h e r s  i t  i s  h a r d l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e .  

When t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  c o m p l e t e  t h e  new c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  be 
h e l d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  and a  s e t  o f  scenes f r o m  each 
c o u n t y  w i l l  be  l o d g e d  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  County  L i b r a r y ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  c a t a l o g u e  of t h e  new c o l l e c t i o n  showing  t h e  
scenes d e p i c t e d  and t h e  names o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  w i t h o u t  whose a s s i s t a n c e  t h e  scheme c o u l d  n o t  
have gone ahead. 

V a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  was a l s o  g i v e n  by  Messrs .  F u j i  who 
g e n e r o u s l y  sponso red  t h e  p r o j e c t  by  s u p p l y i n g  and p r o c e s s i n g  
t h e  f i l m .  
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Investigation OF RathmoyLan Chunch, 

Co. Waten~onb .  

Andrew S.R.Gittins. 

Rathmoylan Church l i e s  approximately 100 yards up a farm t rack which 
j o i ns  the Dunmore East t o  Ballymacaw road from the west a t  G.R. 60629092 
(O.S. $ "  series, Sheet 23). I t  i s  s i tuated near the north-east edge o f  
a plateau which i s  defined by a steep-sided ravine. 

The s i t e  has claimed the a t t en t i on  o f  ant iquar ies i n  the past on 
account of an extensive group o f  earthworks and overgrown middens which 
l a y  between the churchyard and the prec ip i tous edge o f  the plateau. 
Unfortunately, these were destroyed i n  the Winter o f  1982/ '83 when the 
land was deep-ploughed; a s i t ua t i on  doubly unfortunate since they had never 
been adequately invest igated o r  surveyed. The f u l l e s t  descr ip t ion and 
survey ava i lab le  i s  t h a t  pub1 ished by the Reverend George Reade 1869, 
whose f e r t i l e  imagination l ed  him t o  proclaim the discovery here o f  "a 
ancient residence o f  the p r ince ly  fami ly  o f  OIFaolan, Lords o f  Deesi". 7 
The plan o f  the earthworks which accompanies Reade1s t e x t  and which was 
stated t o  be o f  on ly  approximate accuracy, was subsequently elaborated on 
i n  a rough survey undertaken by an archaeologist working f o r  the Of f i ce  o f  
Public Works, sho r t l y  before the earthworks were destr0~ed.2 

The O.P.W. r epo r t  mentions t h a t  pottery,  mainly o f  two types, and an 
i r o n  spear head, were revealed by f i e l d  walking. The po t te ry  i s  described 
morphological ly but i s  not  dated o r  ascribed t o  d e f i n i t e  f a b r i c  types. I n  
recent seasons, the  area has been walked by loca l  volunteers, organised by 
M r .  Noel McDonagh. The f inds,  most o f  which appear t o  be f a i r l y  modern, 
include a brooch pin, now i n  the possession o f  the National Museum and 
described by them as medieval, and a small co l l ec t i on  o f  pot tery.  The pot 
sherds examined by the author were l a rge l y  of c17th/18th century date, 
and included gravel -tempered, Sgraf f  i t o  and Brown wares. Two small sherds 
o f  medieval South Leinster ware were a lso present, and a fragment o f  a 
Gravel-Tempered roo f  t i l e  was found w i th in  the church. 

The f i n a l  element i n  the settlement pattern, and the on ly  one t o  have 
survived, i s  the ruined church which stands i n  a small ,modern-looking, 
rectangular enclosure. This has received scant a t t en t i on  from former 
w r i t e r s  since the v i s i b l e  remains lacked both a n t i q u i t y  and features o f  
a rch i tec tu ra l  mer i t .  However, the jux tapos i t ion  o f  the bul lding, modern o r  
otherwise, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the remains o f  what may have been an ea r l y  
settlement o f  some signif icance, begs the question of con t i nu i t y  o f  landmuse 
and was thus thought worthy o f  f u r t he r  invest igat ion.  
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Over the  l a s t  twelve months, much o f  the  vegetation which covered 
a l l  o f  the area of the churchyard has been removed by M r .  McDonagh and his 
he1 pers, and so i t  has been possible t o  examine the remains i n  some de ta i l  
and t o  prepare an accurate p lan o f  the bu i ld ing.  (Fig.  1) .  

The above-ground remains a re  o f  a p la in ,  rectangular s t ructure i n  
the Gothic s ty le ,  measuring i n t e r n a l l y  14.85x6.2Om. (48'-1011x20'-4'1). The 
walls, which are subs tan t ia l l y  in tac t ,  are  constructed ftom i r r e g u l a r i l y  
shaped fragments o f  1 ocal sands tone and conglomerate ( g r i  ts tone) , and a 
1 i t t l e  s la te ,  randomly l a i d  and plastered i n t e r n a l l y  w i t h  a t h i c k  coat o f  
coal -flecked, 1 ime mortar. The side wal l  s are on ly  0.56111. (1 '-10") t h i ck  
and the northern one, remarkably, appears t o  lack a foundation. The gable 
wa l l s  are 0.60m. ( 2 ' )  t h i c k  and the foundation o f  the western one i s  a t  
l e a s t  0.50III (1 '-8"), deep. 

The i n t e r i o r ,  entered through a p l a i n  doorway placed unusually towards 
the west end o f  the nor th  wa11,3 i s  l i t  by four symmetrically placed and 
wel l  proport ioned windows. The side windows a re  a l l  of s im i l a r  size, 
d i f f e r i n g  on l y  marg ina l ly  i n  overa l l  dimensions; i n t e r n a l l y  1.20 - 1.2%. 
wide x 2.55111 high (3'-11" - 4 ' -3" x 8'-4"); a height  t o  width r a t i o  o f  
approximately 2: l .  The jambs and the heads take the form o f  equ i la te ra l -  
pointed arches. I n  each case, a continuous, l i n e a r  gap about 0.10111 (4"), 
across, i n  the plasterwork o f  the reveals c lose t o  the external openings, 
ind icates the former existence o f  wooden window-frames, These frames, 
since they were c l e a r l y  o r i g i na l  and mounted externa l ly ,  suggest a date 
around the t u r n  of the 17th-18th century f o r  the bu i ld ing,  which makes i t  
an ea r l y  example o f  the Gothic Revival i n  Ireland.4 

The eas t  window survives today only up t o  the l eve l  o f  the springing 
of i t s  arch. I t  i s  2.22111 (7 ' -3") ,  wide in terna l ly , '  the jambs a t e  1.9lm 
(6 '3 " )  h igh and very s l i g h t l y  splayed. The s i l l  i s  f l a t .  O'Donovan, 
w r i t i n g  i n  1841, records t h a t  the  window was approximately twelve f e e t  high, 
(3.66111). Unfortunately, he does no t  mention the shape o f  the head.5 

The doorway, which l i k e  the windows i s  not  adorned w i t h  any dressed 
stone, i s  no t  i n t a c t  bu t  enough o f  the  west jamb and the lower p a r t  o f  the 
arch survives t o  reconst ruct  i t s  de ta i l s .  The outer arch was probably o f  
equ i la te ra l  -pointed form and the  back-arch was o f  segmental -pointed shape. 
The jambs are p l a i n  w i t h  r ight-angled reveals. The width o f  the opening 
i s  1.40 - 1.44m (4'-7" t o  4'-8") and O'Donovan records a height  o f  8'-3" 
(2.5lm). 

The on ly  other surv iv ing contemporary features ( there a re  no signs o f  
add i t ion  o r  a l t e ra t i on ) ,  a re  the traces o f  the attachments f o r  the a l t a r  
r a i l ,  preserved as castes i n  the  plaster ing,  3 metres (.9'-9") from the 
east wal l ,  and a small, b l i n d  aperture 0.55m (1 ' -9")  west o f  the 
spr inging o f  the eastern window o f  the south wa l l .  This may represent the 
p o i n t  a t  which a sounding-board, above the pu lp i t ,  was attached t o  the wall. 
The f l o o r  o f  the bu i l d i ng  has e n t i r e l y  vanished. A t  the east  end, a low 
p la t form o f  earth, re ta ined by a crumb1 i ng  drystone revetment, was added 
a t  some stage. I t s  func t ion  i s  unclear but  i t  obviously belongs t o  the 
per iod fo l low ing  the abandonment o f  the church as a formal place of worship. 



Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford. 

There i s  some evidence t o  suggest the  presence o f  an e a r l i e r  church 
on the same s i t e .  Mention of the  Manor and lands o f  Rathmoyl an i s  made 
i n  documents spanning the  per iod 1274 - 1667. I n  the  Ecc les ias t i ca l  
Taxation Account o f  1306, the  v icarage of Rathmolan was valued a t  
20 ~ h i l l i n ~ s . 7  The f i r s t  spec i f i c  mention of the  church occurs a t  the  
t ime o f  the  Disso lu t ion .  I n  June 1536 an i n q u i s i t i o n  held a t  Passage 
found i t  t o  be i n  the  possession o f  the  P r i o r  o f  St.  Johns, Waterford. 
On November 15 th  o f  the  same year, a g ran t  o f  the  r e c t o r y  and t i t h e s  
and the advowsons of the  v icarage of Rathmol an and K i l  hee (K i  11 ea) was 
made t o  Wi l l iam Wise Edq.8 The l a s t  r e l e v a n t  reference i s  again t o  t h e  
r e c t o r y  and vicarage, i n  16199, and the  church i s  ind ica ted on t h e  Down 
Survey map o f  1654. 

The h i s t o r i c a l  record  does n o t  o f  course l o c a t e  t h e  s i t e  o f  the  church 
t o  which i t  r e f e r s .  The physical  and topographical evidence, such as i t  
i s ,  suggests however t h a t  i t  l a y  i n  a s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  e d i f i c e  
described above. I n  the  f i r s t  p lace there  a re  t h e  remains o f  some s o r t  o f  
set t lement c lose  by, towards which the  doorway o f  the  su rv i v ing  b u i l d i n g  
faces. Secondly, t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  superimposed upon a t runcated system 
o f  e a r l i e r  w a l l s  o r  foundations which a r e  s i m i l a r l y  o r ien ta ted .  

The v i s i b l e  remains cons is t  o f  a wa l l  running east-west which serves as 
a foundat ion f o r  i t s  successor, and an ad jo in ing  one a l igned north-south 
( F i g l )  Both a re  constructed o f  rough-hewn o r  random shaped fragments o f  
sandstone and conglomerate, and they appear t o  be bonded a t  the  junc t ion ,  
which i s  formed o f  l a r g e  b locks o f  conglomerate. Since the  d e t a i l s  here 
a re  l a r g e l y  obscured by the  l a t e r  w a l l  however, i t  i s  impossible t o  be 
conclusive on t h i s  po in t .  Only the  very  sur face o f  the  north-south wa l l  
i s  exposed t o  view. I t  appears t o  have been v e r t i c a l l y  t runcated northwards, 
poss ib ly  by graves.10 Rather more o f  the  east-west wa l l  can be seen. I t s  
ex tent  i s  indeterminate s ince i t  i s  o v e r l a i n  t o  t h e  east  by the  col lapsed 
earthen plat form, and t o  t h e  west by t h e  l a t e r  gable wa l l .  The v i s i b l e  
masonry cons is ts  main ly  o f  r a t h e r  small pieces of sandstone which appear 
t o  be l a i d  roughly t o  course. Examination o f  t h e  south face i n  a 
convenient ly  placed animal burrow ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  wa l l  runs down a t  
l e a s t  0.55111 (1 '-9") below i t s  t runcated sur face and t h a t  i t  i s  bonded w i t h  
1 ime mortar  t o  a t  1 east  t h a t  depth. The presence o f  mortar  together w i t h  
the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f a c e  i s  q u i t e  nea t l y  executed suggests a standing wal l  
ra the r  than a foundation, though a cons idera t ion  o f  t h e  o ther  wa l l  suggests 
the  contrary.  

Th is  l a t t e r  could i n  t h e  contex t  o f  an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  bu i ld ing,  be 
in te rp re ted  as t h e  f o o t i n g  o f  a chancel-arch. I f t h a t  was the case then i t  
fo l l ows  t h a t  the  east-west wa l l  t oo  would have been a foundation. Th is  
s o r t  o f  problem and l i kewise,  the  quest ion o f  whether t h e  w a l l s  indeed 
represent  t h e  t races  o f  an e a r l i e r  church could n o t  be resolved w i thou t  
excavation. 

Ear l y  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s i t e s  sometimes bet ray  themselves by such, fea tures  
as pieces o f  c u t  stone re-used i n  l a t e r  masonry o r  e a r l y  cross slabs and 
perhaps a bu l l aun  i n  t h e  graveyard, b u t  t h i s  does no t  seem t o  be t h e  case here 
There a r e  several i n t e r e s t i n g  headstones o f  the  l a t e r  18th Century -ea r l y  19th  
century, a1 1 t o  t h e  south o f  t h e  church. Not a1 1 o f  these a r e  insc r ibed  and 
sane have a r a t h e r  p r i m i t i v e  appearance b u t  none can be dated t o  medieval 
times. The e a r l i e s t  headstone bearing an i n s c r i p t i o n  i s  dated 1744. The 
nature o f  t h e  w r i t i n g  suggests a craftsman who was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  1 i t e r a t e .  
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The westernmost group of stones consists o f  f i v e  rough slabs o f  conglomerate. 
On1 v one o f  these i s  decorated, and the d e t a i l s  are reproduced i n  Fig. 2. 
I n  i h e  opinion o f  Dorothy Ke l l y  and Heather King of u.c.D., i t  i s  1 i k e l y  t o  be 
o f  post-medieval date w i t h  no pa ra l l e l s  t o  suggest anything ea r l i e r .  It i s  
somewhat unusual however i n  t h a t  i t  apparently lacks any i nsc r i p t i on  t o  
accompany the cross mot i f .  Recently M r .  McDonagh discovered a small , now 
recumbent, s lab bearing a simple incised cross on one side, and there may be 
more stones hidden below the surface o f  the ground. 

Perhaps the on ly  other evidence f o r  a former bu i ld ing  on the s i t e  i s  the 
nature o f  the ground immediately adjacent t o  the surv iv ing church. This has 
the appearance o f  a s l i g h t  mound; the ground-1 eve1 t o  the south and east of 
the bu i ld ing  being fa ther  higher than t he  f loor - leve l  of the church i t s e l f .  
This d i f f e r e n t i a l  could be p a r t l y  explained as the r e s u l t  o f  bu r i a l  during the 
18th century and l a t e r ,  bu t  there i s  no i nd i ca t i on  o f  any s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s e  i n  
l e v e l  r e l a t i v e  t o  the  e a r l i e s t  headstones, over the per iod during which the 
graveyard was i n  use. An a1 terna t i v e  explanation though speculative, i s  that 
the ground could have r i s e n  as a r e s u l t  o f  ear l  i e r  grave-digging and/or the 
decay o f  a bu i ld ing  which l a y  abandoned f o r  an indeterminate period before the 
s i t e  was cleared i n  preparat ion f o r  i t s  replacement. This l a t t e r  interpretat ic 
would help t o  exp la in  the r e l a t i v e  frequency o f  loose rubble near the surface 
o f  the higher ground, not  a11 o f  which could r e a d i l y  be explained as deriving 
from the l a t e r  church since most o f  i t  s t i l l  stands t o  wal l -p la te  height. 

Taken together then, the strands o f  evidence seem t o  po in t  t o  t h i s  
l oca t i on  as the s i t e  o f  the church which existed i n  1536, Again, on ly  
excavation could take the argument f u r t h e r  but whi le  the s i t e  i s  no t  under 
t h rea t  o f  develoment, t h a t  would be hard t o  j u s t i f y  since bu r i a l s  would 
i nev i t ab l y  be disturbed i n  the process. 

FIG. 2 : HEADSTONE 
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o f  the Ordnance Survey i n  1841 . 
Noel Cassidy, pers. c m .  

Cal . Doc. I re land. Vo1.5, p.304. 

But ler ,  M. 1913. A H is to ry  o f  the Barony o f  Gaul t ier ,  pp.44-45. 

Pat. Ro l l  Jas. I, p.311. 

Canon Power s ta tes t h a t  there were no i n te rmen ts  w i t h i n  the walls. 
I bel ieve t h a t  on t h i s  po in t  he was incorrect .  
Ref. Power, Revd. P. The Ancient Ruined Churches o f  Co. Waterford 

J.R.S.A.I. Vol. 21, p . 1  

APPENDIX A - BY NOEL McDONAGH. 

I nsc r i p t i ons  on Gravestones a t  Rathnoylan Church. 

1. Here 1 i e s  the  body o f  D in ish Dwyer who departed t h i s  1 i f e  i n  May 1756 - 
As being t he  b u i r a l  p lace o f  W i l l  iam Dwyer o f  Waterford and h i s  fami ly  - 
Requeisant t he  Pache. 

2. Erected by Nicholas Power i n  memory o f  h i s  w i f e  Ea 8 t r Power alS'  Sleavin 
who died ~ a n ~ y  t he  2d 1810 aged 31 years a l f o  i n  memory of h i s  fa ther  
Morice Power who d ied Ju ly  the 8:th 1790 aged 43 years. 
Requ i e f  eant i n Paccamen . 



Rathmoylan Church, Co. Waterford. 

Erected by John and Pa t r i ck  Brazel i n  1805 i n  memory of t h e i r  fami l y  
here John Brazel 21 y r  .s Pa t r i ck  Brazel 23yr:s 

Cross c u t  i n  red  sandstone l f t . x 2 f t .  

Erected by John Fleming o f  the c i t y  of Waterford carpenter i n  memory of 
h i s  f a the r  Tho Fleming who dep:t t h i s  l i f e  ~ o v b  6 th  1802 aged 72ys a l fo  
h i s  mother Catherine Fleming a l i a s  Dun d ied Feb y 9 th  1804 ag.d 74 
years. A l f o  the body o f  James Power son o f  Dennis Power P o r t a l l y  and 
nephew t o  the above John Fleming d e p d  Jan y. 25th 181 5 aged 27 
Thomas Power ~ e ~ . ~  J u l y  21th 1808. Requiefcant i n  Pace Amen. 

(Stone l y i n g  f l a t  - 7f t .x3f t .4 ins.)  I.H.S. This stone was erected by 
Margaret Daly i n  memory o f  her- fa ther ,  mother, brothers and s i s t e r s  - 
Requesient i n  Pace. 

See de ta i l ed  drawing, F ig .  3 

(Stone l y i n g  f l a t  - on l y  p a r t  readable). 8'x3'8". G lo r ia  i n  Exc is is  
Deo - This stone was erected by Thomas Hearn i n  memory o f  h i s  f a the r  -- 
of Bai ------- who departed t h i s  l i f e  the 7 o f  Ju l y  ----- 1790 --- 
who departed t h i s  l i f e  Ju l y  the 6 th  1816 age 21 years. 

I n  memory o f  Johanna Barton d ied 1876. Also her mother Ann d ied 1857 
and her f a the r  John d ied  1843 Also her s i s t e r  Catherine and her 
brother Pa t r i c k  Barton. 

G lo r i a  i n  Excels is Deo - This stone was erected by w i l l  ia? Power and 
Mary Ke i l y  i n  memory o f  t h e i r  daughter Magret Power who dep:d 
t h i s  1 i f e  ~ e c : b  26th 1820 aged 38 years. The Lord have Merch on her 
Soul Amen. 

T.H.S. Here l yes  the body o f  Joan Power Deceads Nov 21 AD GD47 1744. 

T.H.S. Glory be t o  God on High - Here l y e t h  the bddy o f  Mary Dobbyn 
A1 i a s  Doyle & her seventh c h i l d  who departed t h i s  1 i f e  the 8 t h  day 
o f  FebrY, 1773 aged 31 years. 

Here l y e t h  the body o f  John Doyle. He d ied  the  11 t h  o f  Sept 1770 
Aged 32 years. 

I.H.S. G lo r ia  i n  Excels is Deo - ~ r e c t ~  by Abigal Power i n  memory 
o f  her Hufband Laurance Power who departed t h i s  1 i f e  June 7 th  1801 
aged 32 years - Requiefeant i n  Pace Amen. 





ENQUIRY : - The Boate Family of  W a t e r f o r d .  

Mr. J.R.D. R u s s e l l ,  o f  T a l l  T r e e s ,  Oxford R o a d , T i l e h u r s t ,  
Reading,  B e r k s h i r e ,  RG3 6UT, England,  i s  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  Boate  
f a m i l y  of  Water ford  and Dungarvan w i t h  whom he i s  c o n n e c t e d .  

-. 

Edward Wel l ing ton  Boa te ,  e l d e s t  son of  George Boate of  
W a t e r f o r d ,  was born c i r c a  1822 and d i e d  on 4 t h  October  ,1871, 
i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  U.S.A. aged 49 y e a r s .  He m a r r i e d  t h e  p o e t e s s  
H e n r i e t t a  Bruce O ' N e i l l - i n  1;848. She was t h e  second d a u g h t e r  
of Edmond Neil1 of Twie C a s t l e ,  Co. Donegal .  

A no ted  I r i s h  j o u r n a l i s t ,  Boate  e d i t e d  t h e  Water ford  
C h r o n i c l e  and Wexford Guard ian .  He was a l s o  a  r e p o r t e r  f o r  
t h e  Times +n t h e  House of  Commons and worked on t h e  I r i s h  
American,  Evening Express  and o t h e r  j o u r n a l s .  He r e p o r t e d  f o r  
t h e  Sunday Mercury t o  September ,1871 . 

Boate  was a  member of t h e  42nd New York V o l u n t e e r s  i n  
1863.  A t . . t h e  b a t t l e  of B r i s t o  S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  American C i v i l  
War he was t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  and s e n t  t o  B e l l e  I s l a n d .  As 
Chairman of  a  d e l e g a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  95,.000 men he n e g o t i a t e d  
w i t h  Abraham L i n c o l n  f o r  an exchange  of  p r i s o n e r s .  

Another  member of  t h i s  f a m i l y  was George Boate of P r o s p e c t  
n e a r  Water ford  C i t y  and o f  Wil l iam S t r e e t ,  W a t e r f o r d ,  who was 
a  landowner and Common Councilman c i r c a  1788 - 1816.  

The Boa tes  o f  Dungarvan were m e r c h a n t s  and l i v e d  a t  
Duckspool and Tournore  i n  Abbeys ide .  T h a t  f a m i l y  i n c l u d e d  
Henry C h a r l e s  B o a t e ,  born i n  Dungarvan on 3 rd  Augus t ,  1828.  He 
was Asst. Surgeon i n  t h e  6 t h  I n n i s k i l l i n g  Dragoons and s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  Crimean War where he won meda l s .  

The above  d e t a i l s  were s u p p l i e d  by Mr. R u s s e l l  who would be 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  any i n f o r m a t i o n  which would e n a b l e  h i m  t o  comple te  
h i s  r e s e a r c h e s .  Pe rhaps  some o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  migh t  be i n  a  . 

p o s i t i o n  t o  a s s i s t .  He p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e e k s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
p a r e n t s  a n d .  f a m i l y  o f  Edward We1 1  i n g t o n  Boate  and where t h e y  
l i v e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1780 t o  1850.  



Watengoaa D i o c e s e ,  1 0  9 6 - 1 3 6 3. 

S r  . Assumpta O'Nei l l  . 

Chapter One: 

Foundation o f  the  Diocese o f  Waterford. 

L i f e  and times o f  Malchus. 

O f  the c l e r i c s  who served the needs o f  the Chr i s t ian  comnunity of 
Waterford Danes we have no in format ion u n t i l  we come t o  the year 1096. 
By t h a t  year, the  number o f  Chr is t ians i n  the Waterford kingdom seemed 
t o  i t s  c i t i z e n s  t o  c a l l  f o r  the  e l ec t i on  o f  a bishop t o  r u l e  over them.1 
Accordingly they met under the presidency o f  King Muirchertach O'Briain, 
and chose as t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  leader an Irishman named Ma01 iosa Ua 
h-Ainmire who was then a monk a t  Winchester under the  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  
Walchelin, bishop o f  t h a t  see.2 Having chosen Malchus ( as the name was 
Lat in ized) they drew up a l e t t e r  and sent i t  t o  Anselm, Archbishop o f  
Canterbury, asking him t o  consecrate t h e i r  new bishop. S t .  Anselm was 
then i n  t he  f o u r t h  year o f  h i s  episcopate, t o  which he had r e l u c t a n t l y  
succeeded a f t e r  the death o f  Lanfranc. Both Lanfranc and Anselm were 
I t a l i a n s  by b i r t h  aod bot  had been t ra ined  a t  the  great  Benedictine 
abbey o f  Bec i n  Normandy.) Anselm's career as archbishop o f  Canterbury 
was rendered doubly d i f f i c u l t  by t he  treatment , o r  r a t h e r  i l l - t rea tment ,  
he received from the  King, Wi l l iam Rufus, son o f  the  Conqueror. About 
a year a f t e r  h i s  consecration he sent a l e t t e r  t o  t he  I r i s h  bishops. 
'Reverend Fathers I, the  1 e t t e r  runs, ' 1 speak t o  you i n  sorrow and I 
confess t h a t  most b i t t e r  t r i b u l a t i o n  has come upon me. I r e c a l l  the  
f r u i t f u l  peace which I have l o s t  and I t h i n k  of the  f r u i t l e s s  dangers 
I have incurred. Wherefore, venerable brothers, ch i l d ren  o f  ever las t ing 
love, I beseech you i n  the  name o f  Him who redeemed His  enemies by His 
own blood, pray t h a t  God may grant  peace i n  a l l  things. '4 Such was the  
man t o  whom the c l e rgy  and people o f  Waterford addressed the  f o l  lowing 
l e t t e r  : 

To Anselm, by God's grace archbishop o f  the  English and t o  a l l  
the bishops o f  h i s  diocese, the  c le rgy  and people o f  the town 
o f  Waterford w i t h  King Muirchertac h and Bishop Dofnal d , 
greet ing i n  the  Lord. 



Holy Father, the 
made us suffer great  hams to our salvation, f o r  we chose 
rather  to withdraw our necks slavishly from the yoke of the 
Lord than to  submit ourselves f ree ly  to  pastoral obedience. 

Waterford Diocese 1096 - 1363. 

blindness of ignorance has f o r  a long time 

Now, however, we have come to  know what great  prof i t  i s  
t o  be derived from the care of pastors, when we compare i t  
w i t h  other things; f o r  without leadership neither an army 
will dare to  undertake the danger of war, nor a ship the 
danger of the sea. How then will our small ship, a d r i f t  on 
the waves of the world, f i g h t  against  the wily enemy ? Wherefore 
we and our king Muirchertach and our bishop Dofnald and Dermeth 
our duke, brother of the king, have chosen t h i s  pr ies t  Malchus, 
a monk of Walchelin, bishop of Winchester, well known to  us, 
of noble b i r t h  and character,  imbued w i t h  apostolic and 
ecclesiast ical  discipl ine,  catholic in his f a i th ,  prudent, 
temperate in his habits,  chaste i n  his l i f e ,  sober, humble, 
affable ,  kind, learned i n  l e t t e r s ,  instructed in the law of 
God, careful i n  interpretat ion of scr ipture,  hospitable, ruling 
own household we1 1 , no neophyte, we1 1 thought of by a1 1.5 We 
beg tha t  t h i s  man may be ordained bishop fo r  us by your paternity 
so tha t  he may lawfully ru le  over and help us and that  we may be 
able  under his leadership to  f i g h t  manfully fo r  the Lord. 

B u t  t ha t  you may know tha t  a l l  our voices concur in t h i s  election, 
we have each of us w i t h  ready will signed t h i s  canonical decree 
w i t h  our own hands. 

I ,  Muirchertach, King of Ireland, have signed. 
I ,  Duke Dermeth, the King's brother, have signed. 
I ,  Bishop Dofnald, have signed. 
I ,  Idunan, Bishop of Meath, have signed. 
I ,  Samuel, Bishop of Dub1 in,  have signed. 
I ,  Ferdomnach, Bishop of the men of Leinster, have signed. 

For the f a c t  t ha t  this l e t t e r  i s  extant, we have to  thank the monk 
Eadmer, the friend and biographer of Anselm, who transcribed i t .6  That 
there were some fur ther  signatures to  the l e t t e r  we know from the note w i t h  
which Eadmer closed this entry. ' Many others besides these signed the 
l a t t e r ,  b u t  fo r  the sake of brevity, I have not thought i t  necessary to  
note them1.7 Of the signatures he has given us, t h e . f i r s t  i s  t ha t  of 
Muirchertach O'Briain, a leading s p i r i t  i n  church pefom in his time. The 
second i s  his brother Diarmuid, who seems from the t ex t  of the l e t t e r  t o  
have had some particular jur isdict ion over Waterford, subject t o  
Muirchertach. The third signature i s  t ha t  of Domhnall O'h-Enna, the 
Dalcassian bishop closely associated with the O'Brients i n  the work of 
reform. He was over seventy years old i n  1096, and died two years later.* 
After his death, his work was continued by Maelmuire O'Dunain, who i s  the 
fourth signatory to  the Waterford l e t t e r .  The f i f t h ,  Samuel O'h-Angli, 
bishop of Dublin, had been consecrated by Anselm only a few months before 
he signed t h i s  l e t t e r .  The l a s t  of the signatories,  Ferdomnach, i s  
termed bishop of Kildare i n  the account of his death i n  1101.9 

After the election of Malchus, messengers were sent to  Walchelin, 
bishop of Winchester, asking him to  accede to  the i r  request t ha t  Malchus, 
a monk under his jur isdict ion,  might be consecrated t h e i r  bishop. I t  i s  
1 i ke1.y tha t  the messengers from Waterford, bearing also the l e t t e r  t o  
Anselm, went f i r s t  t o  Walchel i n ,  who wrote to  Anselm, his metropol itan: 
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To my l o r d  and father Anselm, by the grace o f  God archbishop 
of Canterbury, Walchel in ,  bishop o f  Winchester ,greeting. 

The k ing o f  I re land  w i t h  the bishops and c le rgy  and people 
o f  t h a t  country have chosen t h i s  monk o f  mine, Malchus by 
name, a na t i ve  o f  I re land,  f o r  the episcopal o f f i c e  t o  be 
cons t i tu ted  i n  Waterford, one of t h e i r  states. From 
there they sent t h e i r  messengers t o  me, t h a t  I might 
consent t o  t h e i r  e l ec t i on  and might send him t o  you t o  
be consecrated. I therefore  w i t h  the advice o f  the 
l o r d  Godfrey, p r i o r  o f  our church, and o f  our seniors 
and brothers, have given assent t o  t h e i r  pe t i t i on ,  knowing 
the same t o  be a monk adorned w i t h  v i r tues ,  learned i n  
l e t t e r s ,  prudent, humble, fea r ing  God, ca tho l i c  i n  
knowledge and devout i n  r e l i g i o n .  On t h a t  account I have 
sent him t o  your patern i ty ,  t h a t  i n  him and f o r  him you 
may do what i s  yours. I ask you a lso fo r  the sake o f  our 
love, because he i s  our monk, t o  deal k i n d l y  w i t h  h is,  and 
since h i s  countrymen are awai t ing him a t  B r i s t o l  w i t h  ships, 
t o  hasten h i s  consecration. Farewell .  10 

There a re  some noteworthy po in ts  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r .  Walchelin begins by saying 
t ha t  Malchus has been elected by the king, bishops, c le rgy  and people o f  
I re land.  This statement i s  obviously no t  borne out  by the l e t t e r  sent 
t o  Anselm from Waterford, and perhaps de l ivered t o  Anselm by the same 
messengers, which expressly s ta tes t h a t  i t  comes from the c le rgy  and 
people of the  town o f  Waterford, w i t h  King Muirchertach and Duke Diamuid.  
Eadmer, i n  h i s  in t roduc t ion  t o  the t r a n s c r i p t  o f  the Waterford l e t t e r ,  
adds a fu r the r  statement, l i kew ise  unwarranted. 'The k ing  o f  I re land,  
w i th  a l l  the  nobles and c l e rgy  and people o f  t h a t  is land,  sent 
messengers t o  Anselm, asking him i n  v i r t u e  o f  the primacy which he 
exercised over them, and r e l y i n g  on the  aposto l ic  au tho r i t y  which he 
held, t o  come t o  t h e i r  assistance by consecrating t h e i r  new bishop.' 11 
This c la im o f  Canterbury t o  primacy over the  I r i s h  church was no t  new. 
It had been fo rher l y  put  forward by ~anfranc.12 There i s  no evidence 
t ha t  the  whole I r i s h  church ever acknowledged t h i s  primacy, bu t  the 
Danish kingdoms o f  Dubl in and Limerick, and f o r  a shor t  t ime t h a t  o f  
Waterford.made t h e i r  bishops suffragans o f  Canterbury. Thus we f i n d  
Malchus a t  h i s  consecration making the  fo l low ing  profession o f  obedience: 

I, Malchus, bishop-elect o f  Waterford, and now about t o  be 
consecrated by you ,Reverend Father Anselm, archbishop o f  
the  ho ly  church o f  Canterbury and primate o f  a l l  B r i t a i n ,  
do promise i n  a l l  th ings t o  i v e  canonical obedience t o  
you and a l l  your successors. 9 3 

Why d i d  the people of Waterford place t h e i r  diocese under the j u r i s d i c t i o n  
c:f Canterbury ? One explanation i s  t h a t  i n  applying t o  Canterbury the 
Danes o f  Waterford, 1 i ke those o f  Dubl in and imerick, were simply 
seeking the  most accessible metropo l i tan see .\4 Further reasons may have 
been the des i r e  t o  regu la r i se  t h e i r  pos i t i on  i n  the universal  church 
and t o  ensure t h e i r  independence o f  the  neighbouring I r i s h  comarbai.15 
It must be borne i n  mind t h a t  the sett ing-up o f  a t e r r i t o r i a l  diocese 
was somethin outs ide the  t r a d i t i o n a l  framework o f  church organisat ion 
i n  Ireland.18 The advice and assistance des i rab le  i n  the circumstances 
could hard ly  have been obtained i n  I re land,  where t he  new system would 
probably be regarded as an in t rus ion .  The o lder  I r i s h  churches, ( t o  
c a l l  them dioceses would be misleading since they were no t  t e r r i t o r i a l l y  
del imi ted) had been f o r  s i x  centur ies accustomed t o  the  r u l e  of men 
claiming t o  be successors of one o r  other I r i s h  sa in t .  Thus we read o f  
the successor (comarb) o f  Patr ick,  o f  Ciaran, o f  A i l  be, where we would 
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speak ra the r  o f  bishops of Armagh, Clonmacnoise, Emly. An appeal t o  
Armagh was out  o f  the question, since Armagh i n  1096 as f o r  200 years 
previously,  was ru l ed  by lay-abbots, a s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s  t ha t  ended on ly  
w i t h  the  o rd ina t ion  of Celsus i n  1106.17 Nevertheless, jealousy o f  
Armagh has ac tua l l y  been suggested as a motive f o r  the appeal t o  
canterbury.18 An appeal t o  Lismore was equal ly  unthinkable, since the 
newly-consti tuted diocese was formed o f  t e r r i t o r y  which up t o  then was 
loose ly  subject  t o  Lismore. For whatever reasons, the f a c t  remains 
t h a t  the inhabi tants  o f  Waterford chose t o  make t h e i r  new b ishopr ic  a 
suffragan see o f  Canterbury, and t h a t  Muirchertach O'Br ia in,  h i s  brother 
Diarmuid, and a t  l e a s t  f ou r  I r i s h  bishops s i g n i f i e d  t h e i r  approval. 

Eadmer gives 20 December 1096 as the date- o f  the consecration o f  
Malchus as Waterford's f i r s t  bishop. The consecration took place i n  
Canterbury cathedral . The consecrating p re l a te  was, o f  course, Anselm, 
and t he  co-consecrators were Ralph, bishop o f  Chichester, and Gundolp, 
bishop o f  ~ochester .19 Since t he  consecration o f  Malchus i s  known t o  
have taken place i n  December, we can place the  otherwise undated l e t t e r  
from Waterford between A p r i l  and December o f  t h a t  year. Bishop Samuel 
o f  Dublin, one o f  the  s ignator ies,  was consecrated A p r i l  20, and a l lowing 
t ime f o r  him t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  diocese and at tend the  Waterford synod, we 
can date  the  e l ec t i on  o f  Malchus t o  summer o r  htumn, 1096. 

That was a most auspicious year f o r  the  consecration o f  a bishop 
who, was t o  become 'an important agent f o r  the reform movement' .20 
Kenney goes so f a r  as t o  say t h a t  events i n  I r e l and  i n  t h a t  year may 
be regarded as inaugurating the t w e l f t h  century r e v i v a l  .21 I n  a t r a c t  
known as the Second V is ion  o f  Adamnan, woe and ca lami ty  were f o r e t o l d  
f o r  the men o f  I r e l and  i n  the year when the  f eas t  o f  the  beheading o f  
S t .  John the Bap t i s t  would f a l l  on a Fr iday i n  a b i s s e x t i l e  and 
embolismal year a t  the end o f  a cycle.22 With the exception o f  the 
l a s t ,  these condi t ions were f u l f i l l e d  i n  the  year 1096. I t  was the 
four teenth year o f  a nineteen-year cycle, which was s u f f i c i e n t l y  near 
the end t o  induce a wave o f  popular t e r r o r  as the  apocaly t ic  year 
approached. When, i n  Sumner 1096, a g rea t  plague broke ou t  'which 
wrought havoc o f  people'23 the  country was dominated by fea r .  'Great 
f e a r  upon the  men o f  I r e l and  before the  f eas t  o f  John o f  t h i s  year ' ,  
says the  U l s te r  annal is t ,  ' u n t i l  God spared them through the fas t ings  
o f  the  c m a r b  o f  Pa t r i c k  and the c l e rgy  o f  I r e l and  besides'. The Four 
Masters g i v e  more d e t a i l s .  'The f e s t i v a l  o f  John f e l l  on F r iday  t h i s  year; 
the  men o f  I r e l and  were seized w i t h  great  fea r ,  and the counsel taken by 
the c l e rgy  o f  I r e l and  w i t h  the comarb o f  Pa t r i c k  a t  t h e i r  head, i n  order 
t o  save them from the  mortal  i t y  which had been predicted t o  them from a 
remote period, was t o  comand a l l  i n  general t o  observe a three days' 
abstinence from Wednesday t o  Sunday, every month, and t o  f a s t  every day 
t i 1  1 the end o f  a year, except on Sundays and great  f es t i va l s ;  and they 
a lso  gave alms and many o f f e r i ngs  t o  God, and many lands were granted t o  
churches and the  c le rgy  by kings and princes. And so the men o f  I re land  
were de l ivered f o r  t h a t  t ime from the  f i r e  o f  vengeance.' The Annals o f  
Clonmacnoise add t o  the  measures taken by the  c le rgy  t h a t  ' they a1 so 
appointed c e r t a i n  prayers t o  be sa id  d a i l y ' .  It i s  perhaps notable t h a t  
ne i the r  i n  1095 nor 1096 do the  anna l i s ts  mention any expedi t ion by 
Muirchertach O'Br ia in  against  h i s  r i v a l ,  Domhnall O'Lochlainn, an event 
which occurs r e g u l a r l y  both before and a f t e r  those years. 
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I n  t h a t  year, 1096, Bernard o f  Clairvaux was f i v e  years old,  
Malachy o f  Armagh was a c h i l d  of two, and Peter Abelard a youth o f  
seventeen. Anselm, the r e c i p i e n t  o f  the l e t t e r  from Waterford was 
s ix ty - three.  Urban I 1  was Pope, and the Crusades had j u s t  begun. 

Ma1 hus, we may presume, sa i led  from B r i s t o l  t o  Waterford ea r l y  
i n  1097.54 He was not  q u i t e  f i f t y  years old, and f o r  almost f o r t y  
years the rea f te r  he played h i s  pa r t  i n  the work o f  church reform i n  
1reland.~5 When he d ied i n  1135 t h a t  work was nearing the f i n a l  form 
embodied i n  the decrees o f  the Synod o f  Ke l l  s, 11 52. 

We- have no record o f  the welcome accorded t o  Malchus on h i s  a r r i v a l  
i n  Waterford. Of Bishop Samuel o f  Dubl in consecrated by Anselm e igh t  
months previously,  Eadmer says t h a t  'he returned j o y f u l l y  t o  h i s  
father land and was received i n  h i s  new see w i t h  a l l  the honours customary 
i n  t h a t  land1.26 We would expect Muirchertach O tB r i a i n  t o  have greeted 
him, though we know t h a t  a t  some time i n  t h a t  year, he was once again 
busy leading a host ing against  Domhnall 0 ~ ~ o c h l a i n n . 2 7  The Annals o f  
U ls ter  from which we take t h i s  i tem g ive  a p i c t u re  of general prosper i ty  
t ha t  year when they remark w i t h  evident sa t i s f ac t i on  on the 'great  nut-  
crop i n  I re land  t h i s  year so t h a t  the s i x t h  o f  a bar re l  o f  nuts used t o  
be go t  f o r  one penny1. 

Malchus was no stranger i n  Ireland, f o r  h i s  o b i t  gives h i s  I r i s h  
name, Maoliosa 0 'h-~ inmire .28 Fr .  Aubrey Gwynn, S.J. th inks i t  l i k e l y  
tha t  he had been a monk i n  some I r i s h  monastery, probably Lismore, 
before he went t o  ~ i nches te r . 29  Now, as bishop o f  an I r i s h  diocese, 
i t  was h i s  du ty  t o  co-operate w i t h  h i s  fellow-bishops i n  car ry ing ou t  
the programme o f  reform already inaugurated on the cont inent .  I re land 
had come through three centur ies  o f  turmoi l  i n  the f l uc tua t ing .  s t rugg le  
against t h e  Danes, dur ing which much was gained, but  i nev i t ab l y  much 
was a l so  l o s t .  The monasteries, centres o f  r e l i g i o n  and the a r t s ,  had 
been repeatedly plundered. Price1 ess books were burned o r  drowned .30 
Others were taken t o  cont inenta l  monasteries by t h e i r  owners f l e e i n g  
from the wrath t o  come. Br ian Boru had made v a l i a n t  e f f o r t s  t o  make good 
these losses, but  the  recovery was bound t o  be slow. An o l d  order was 
changed, the new was no t  y e t  formed. The l e t t e r s  o f  Lanfranc, Anselm, 
and St. Bernard p o i n t  ou t  i n  no uncer ta in  terms t h a t  abuses ex is ted i n  
the I r i s h  church.31 I f we a l low f o r  t h e i r  necessar i ly  l i m i t e d  knowledge 
o f  I r i s h  a f f a i r s  and f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  reformers then as now are  sometimes 
found t o  exag erate. we must s t i l l  agree t h a t  a l l  was no t  wel l  w i t h  the 
I r i s h   church.!^ I t s  greatest  hope l a y  w i t h  the men who were wise enough 
t o  see t h i s  and humble enough t o  admit i t  and then d i d  a l l  i n  t h e i r  power 
t o  supply a remedy. We may consider i t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Bishop Malchus l o s t  
no time i n  se t t i ng  about the  organisat ion o f  h i s  diocese. The Christchurch 
o f  Waterford became h i s  cathedral church.33 He may have organised a 
cathedral chapter and encouraged the canonical r e c i t a t i o n  o f  the d i v i n e  
o f f i c e  as was customary i n  Norman England. 

Four years a f t e r  Malchus returned t o  Waterford, a synod was held a t  
Cashel, a t  which Muirchertach O tB r i a i n  made a g i f t  o f  Cashel t o  the  church. 
The account o f  the  synod mentions on ly  one o f  the _bishops who attended - 
Maelmuire OIDunain - but  i t  i s  l i k e l y  hat  Malchus was one o f  those ' ch ie fs  
o f  the c l e rgy1  who were a lso present. 38 
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Some t ime a f t e r  t h i s ,  Malchus became involved i n  the a f f a i r s  o f  
Bishop Samuel of Dublin. Anselm had heard c e r t a i n  complaints about the 
conduct o f  Samuel, and, as s metropol i tan, sent him a severe 
reprimand f o r  h i s  offences.gi The f i r s t  o f  these was the g i v i ng  away 
of ' books, vestments, and other ornaments o f  the church which the l o r d  
archbishop Lanfranc gave t o  your uncle Donatus.' The second was 
' d r i v i n g  ou t  and sca t te r ing  the monks who had been brought together 
f o r  the serv ice o f  t h a t  church',  and the l a s t  was 'causing the cross t o  
be ca r r i ed  before you on your journeys.' The last-named p rac t i ce  meant 
t h a t  Samuel was appropr ia t ing t o  himself met ropo l i tan d ign i t y ,  which 
prompts Anselm t o  end h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  the words 'I order you t o  do so no 
longer, f o r  t h i s  r i g h t  i s  reserved t o  archbishops who have been confirmed 
w i t h  the pal 1 by the Roman P o n t i f f .  ' - 

This s te rn  l e t t e r  o f  rebuke was not  sent d i r e c t l y  t o  Samuel, but  t o  
Malchus o f  Waterford, w i t h  a covering l e t t e r  ent rus t ing him w i t h  the 
unwelcome task o f  admonishing h i s  brother o f  Dublin. 

Anselm, archbishop o f  Canterbury, t o  h i s  f r i e n d  and fe l low-  
bishop Malchus o f  Waterford, greet ing and blessing . 

I have heard t h a t  the Lord Samuel, bishop o f  
Dublin, i s  cast ing out  the monks from the church o f  
Dublin, f o r  l i t t l e  o r  no cause, and t h a t  he w i l l  no t  
take them back, no matter  what sa t i s f ac t i on  be 
offered; and that ,  cont rary  t o  custom, he causes h i s  cross 
t o  be ca r r i ed  before him on h i s  journey, and t h a t  he i s  
g i v i n g  away as h i s  own, property o f  t h a t  church which was 
given by Archbishop Lanfranc. On a l l  these po in ts  I am 
sending him a l e t t e r  and I am order ing the people o f  
t h a t  c i t y  t o  prevent the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the afore-said 
property.  And since I can f i n d  no person more su i tab le  
than you through whom I can send my 1 e t t e r ,  I beg you, my 
brother, t o  hand i t  t o  him i n  person, and t o  warn him w i th  
prayer and counsel , t o  pay heed t o  the  admonition I am 
sending him i n  w r i t i ng . '  36 

There i s  a1 so extant  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Malchus t o  Anselm whi le  the 
l a t t e r  was i n  e x i l e  i n  S t .  Omer. The tone o f  the l e t t e r  reveals the 
admirat ion which Malchus had f o r  the archbishop i n  h i s  many t r i a l s ,  and 
the  a f f e c t i o n  he f e l t  f o r  him. 'Carissime pater ' ,  he wr i tes,  'part im 
fuimus t r i s t e s ,  part im l a e t i ,  de discessione vestra.  Lae t i  quidem, quia 
habu imus exempl um discendae pa t ien t iae  quacumque tri bu la t ione engruente; 
t r i s t e s  vero, quia vos i n te r va l  l a  locorum i n  longinquam separaverunt, 
quia voluimus esse propinqui  vobis f requent ia  1 i tterarum, 1 i c e t  absentes 
personae'. 37 He then requests Anselm t o  send him the book on the Holy 
T r i n i t y  which he had w r i t t e n  and which Malchus has l a t e l y  heard was 
commended by the Pope himsel f .  L a s t l y  he reminds Anselm o f  a request he 
had already made t o  him t o  comnit t o  w r i t i n g  a sermon on the Incarnat ion 
given apparently a t  Winchester . Since Malchus mentions t h a t  the sermon 
was preached ' a f t e r  d inner on the f eas t  o f  S t .  Ma r t i n '  bu t  does no t  
mention the year, the  l e t t e r  appears t o  have been w r i t t e n  w i t h i n  twelve 
months o f  h i s  departure from Winchester. There i s  no record o f  Anselm's 
rep ly ,  except i n  so f a r  as h i s  'cur  deus homo' can be regarded as the 
w r i t t e n  vers ion o f  the sermon requested by Malchus. 
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I n  1105, before the diocese o f  Waterford was qu i t e  ten years old, 
an event occurred which was o f  the utmost s ign i f icance f o r  the whole 
I r i s h  church. The comarb o f  Pa t r i ck  d ied a t  Duleek and Ceallach was 
chosen t o  succeed him.38 This Ceallach o r  Celsus, though a member o f  
the fami ly which had ru led  Armagh as lay-abbots f o r  200 years, had been 
won over t o  the cause o f  reform.39 Immediately a f t e r  h i s  e l ec t i on  he 
received Holy Orders and i n  the fo l low ing  year he was consecrated bishop. 
A l l  t h a t  we know o f  h i s  consecration i s  t h a t  i t  took place i n  Munster i n  
1106.40 We may however consider i t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  there were three 
consecrating prelates,  as canonical ly  prescribed. S t .  Anselm had, i n  
fac t ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  King Muirchertach i n  1096, mentioned consecration 
by a s ing le  p re l a te  as an i r r e g u l a r i t y  c a l l i n g  f o r  at tent ion.41 It i s  
un l i ke l y  t h a t  h i s  words would have gone unheeded. It i s  no t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  name-the t h ree  outstanding pre la tes o f  Munster i n  1106, the three 
leading s p i r i t s  o f  the reform movement. They were Maelmuire O'Dunain, 
Malchus o f  Waterford, and G i l b e r t  o f  Limerick. 

The f a c t  t h a t  Armagh was now ru l ed  by a bishop who was i n t e n t  on 
reform meant t h a t  the next  synod would be representat ive o f  the whole o f  
Ireland. So i t  came about i n  1111, when a synod met a t  Rathbreasail.42 

It was a t  Rathbreasail t h a t  the f i r s t  attempt was made a t  the 
formal e rec t ion  o f  an I r i s h  hierarchy. I re land  was t o  be d iv ided i n t o  
two ecc les ias t i ca l  provinces - Armagh and Cashel - each w i t h  twelve 
suffragan sees. I n  addi t ion,  there were t o  be two bishops i n  Meath. 
This arrangement was s im i l a r  t o  t h a t  already obtain ing i n  England,which 
was d iv ided i n t o  t he  provinces o f  York and ~anterbury.43 I n  Ireland, 
moreover, such an arrangement coincided w i t h  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  
o f  the country i n t o  Leth Chuinn and Leth Mogha. I n  the  planning o f  the 
diocesan l i m i t s  the general l i n e s  o f  a l ready-ex is t ing c i v i l  d i v i s i ons  
were fo l lowed .44 This probably explains why Lismore and Waterford were, 
a t  Rathbreasail , cons t i tu ted  one s ing le  diocese.45 The seat o f  residence 
o f  the bishop was t o  be Lismore o r  Waterford. The diocese was t o  extend 
'from Mileadhach on the b r i nk  o f  the  Bearbha a t  Cumar na d t r i  n-Uisce t o  
Corcach, and from the  Sui r  southward t o  the  sea' .46 This t e r r i t o r y  
was i n  f a c t  coterminous w i t h  the  ancient  t e r r i t o r y  o f  ~ec ies.47 

Bishop Malchus was now f r e e  t o  res ide  e i t h e r  a t  Lismore o r  a t  
Waterford. It was natura l  t h a t  he should choose Lismore. It had been 
f o r  a long t ime 'a g rea t  re1  ig ious  c i t y ,  a school o f  sacred sciences, t o  
which p i l g r ims  from a l l  over I r e l and  and scholars from beyond the seas 
resorted.148 The e a r l i e s t  date a t  which we can f i x  the residence o f  
Malchus a t  Lismore i s  1121 o r  1122.49 He may have been there e a r l i e r .  
N i a l l  Mac Aeducain (whose name i s  inscr ibed on the famous Lismore Crozier)  
was bishop o f  Lismore a t  Rathbreasail (1111) bu t  d ied i n  1113.50 
Malchus may have gone t o  Lismore soon a f t e r  Mac Aeducain's death. O r  he 
may have l i v e d  some t ime a t  Cashel. Malchus s i  ned the  acts  o f  the  
synod o f  Rathbreasai l  as archbishop o f  Cashel ,57 h i s  name appearing 
immediately a f t e r  those o f  the papal legate  and t he  primate. By t h a t  
date the  term archbishop had a very d e f i n i t e  meaning and s ign i f i ed  t h a t  
Malchus was t o  be metropol i tan  o f  the newly-consti tu ted  province o f  
Cashel .52 One aspect of t h i s  was t h a t  he was henceforth f r e e  of the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  Canterbury. We do no t  know how long Malchus remained 
archbishop o f  Cashel. There i s  no evidence t h a t  a bishop was elected t o  
replacz him a t  Waterford. It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  Malchus remained bishop o f  
Waterford a t  the  same t ime as he was archbishop o f  the  province, j u s t  as 
S t .  Malachy some years l a t e r  was bishop o f  Connor and archbishop o f  Armagh. 
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L i ke  Malachy, Malchus may have resigned the metropol i tan see. 
Cer ta in ly  he died a t  L i s  r e  and the annals recording h i s  death c a l l  
him bishop o f  Waterford.yg A t  any ra te ,  though the seat o f  the 
archbishop was f ixed a t  Cashel, by decree o f  the synod o f  Rathbreasail , 
t h i s  may no t  have been immediately feas ib le .  Cashel had no t r a d i t i o n  
as an ecc les ias t i ca l  centre, having been granted t o  the church on ly  ten 
years previously.  Moreover i n  the turmoi l  a f t e r  the death o f  Muirchertach 
O 'Br ia in  i n  1119, residence a t  Cashel would probably have been ou t  o f  the 
question. 

I n  1117 Maelmuire O'Dunain d ied i n  h i s  seventy-seventh year,54 i n  
1118 Duke Diarmuid died,55 and i n  1119 King Muirchertach himself.56 There 
was now-only one surv ivor f the- s ignator ies  t o  the Waterford l e t t e r  ( i n  
1101 Ferdomnach had diedl.87 Bishop Samuel o f  Dubl in l i v e d  u n t i l  1121, 
when he too ' i n  pace q u i e v i t '  .58 

I n  1120 Celsus, archbishop o f  Ahagh, made h i s  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  Munster. 
This was h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  province since 1106, as f a r  as our 
in format ion goes. He had, o f  course met Malchus i n  the intervening years 
f o r  they were both prominent a t  Rathbreasai l .  While Celsus was i n  
Munster i n  1120, he l e f t  as h i s  v i c a r  a t  Armagh a young p r i e s t  whom he 
had ordained on l y  the year befor  . This was Maolmaodhog O'Morgair, 
afterwards known as S t .  Malachy.gg When Celsus returned t o  Armagh he 
sent h i s  young v i c a r  south t o  Lismore t o  study under Malchus. St.Bernard 
described t h i s  inc iden t  i n  h i s  V i t a  Ma1 achiae and speaks o f  Bishop 
Malchus i n  terms no less eu log i s t i c  than those o f  the l e t t e r  from 
klaterford i n  1096. 

He was an o l d  man, f u l l  o f  days and o f  v i r t u e s  and the  
wisdom o f  God was i n  him. He was o f  I r i s h  na t i ona l i t y ,  
bu t  had l i v e d  i n  England i n  the hab i t  and r u l e  o f  a monk 
i n  the  monastery o f  Winchester, from which he was promoted 
t o  be bishbp i n  ~ ismore60  a c i t y  o f  Munster, and one of 
t he  noblest  c i t i e s  o f  t h a t  kingdom. There so g rea t  grace 
was bestowed upon him from above t h a t  he was i l l u s t r i o u s ,  
no t  on ly  f o r  l i f e  and doctr ine,  bu t  a lso f o r  signs. O f  
these I set  down two as examples, t h a t  i t  may be known t o  
a l l  what s o r t  o f  teacher Malachy had i n  the  knowledge o f  ho ly  
th ings.  He healed a boy who was t roubled w i t h  a mental 
d isorder  i n  the  a c t  o f  conf i rming him ... He restored hearing 
t o  one who was deaf . . . . . For these and other such deeds h i s  
fame increased and he won a great  name, so t h a t  Scots and 
I r i s h  flowed together t o  him and he was reverenced by a1 1 as 
t he  one f a the r  o f  a11.61 

It i s  pleasant t o  v i s u a l i s e  the  meeting t h a t  took place between the 
ageing Bishop Malchus and the  oughful Malachy. One was past the  
b i b l i c a l  three score and the o ther  was the young man seeing v is ions@ 
y e t  d i s p a r i t y  o f  age was no bar t o  union o f  s p i r i t .  Malachy remained a t  
Lismore u n t i l ,  a f t e r  two years, he was reca l l ed  t o  Armagh. For three 
years he was abbot o f  Bangor, and when circumstances forced him t o  leave 
h i s  monastery, he again made h i s  way t o  Lismore. Another famous p i l g r 'm  
a t  Lismore i n  t h a t  year (1227) was Cormac MacCarthy, k ing o f  Desmond, 64 
the  same Cormac who l a t e r  b u i l t  a t  Cashel the  famous chapel which bears 
h i s  name. This v i s i t  o f  Malachy t o  Malchus d i d  no t  l a s t  long, probably 
not  more than a few months. 
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I n  11 29 the  I r i s h  reform par ty  suffered a severe blow when Cel sus 
died a t  the e a r l y  age of f i f t y .  His death took place a t  Ardpatr ick on 
Apr i l  1, and on 3 r d ' A p r i l  h i s  body was ca r r i ed  t o  Lismore o f  Mochuda 
according t o  h i s  w i l l  and i t  was waked w i t h  paslms and hymns and 
cant ic les .  And i t  was bur ied w i t h  honour i n  the tomb o f  the bishops1.65 
Before h i s  death Celsus had named Malachy as h i s  successor but  i t  was 
only a t  the pers is ten t  persuasion o f  Malchus and G i l b e r t  t h a t  he 
consented t o  accept the charge.66 A f t e r  a long s t rugg le  w i t h  those a t  
Armagh who regarded the see as t h e i r  hered i tary  r ight,67 Malachy 
succeeded i n  es tab l ish ing so sa t i s f ac to r y  a s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s  there t h a t  
h i s  successor Gelasius entered upon h i s  succession wi thout  opposit ion. 
Gelasius was s t i l l  primate a t  the Norman invasion. 

One other notable event occurred i n  the 1 i f e t ime  o f  Malchus. I n  
1134, the  chapel on the Rock o f  Cashel was c ~ n s e c r a t e d . ~ ~  B' hop Malchus 
was not  very o l d  and we do no t  know whether he was present.&a Cer ta in ly  
he was present i n  s p i r i t .  The chapel i s  very much an expression i n  stone 
o f  the 12th century reform, an enduring t r i b u t e  t o  the f a i t h  o f  the  age.70 
I n  t h a t  sense i t  i s  a monument t o  the s p i r i t  t h a t  animated Malchus. And 
as i f  i t  were indeed the  seal on h i s  l i f e ' s  work, the anna l i s t  records 
i n  the f o l l ow ing  year, Maoliosa 0 h ~ A i m i r e  bishop o f  Po r t l a i r ge  , and 
ch ie f  senior o f  the I r i s h ,  d ied a t  Lis-mor-Mochuda a f t e r  the  eighty-eight  
year of h i s  age. '71 
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Thady Dowl i ng . 
I r i s h  Ecc les ias t i ca l  Record. 
Proceedings o f  the Royal I r i s h  Academy. 
Report o f  the  Deputy Keeper o f  the Pu b l  i c  

Records o f  I r e l  and. 
Journal o f  the Royal Society o f  Ant iquar ies 

o f  I re land.  
Journal o f  the  Waterford and Sou th-East o f  I re land  

Archaeological Society. 

Eadmer , Hi s t o r i a  Novorum, p .76. 
The cathedral  ~ r i o r v  o f  S t .  Swithun a t  Winchester was a community o f  
Benedict ine monks d i r e c t l y  subject  t o  the  bishop. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c i l a r  
time, i t  was an outstanding centre o f  a l l  t h a t  was r i c h e s t  and best 
i n  Norman Benedict ine abbeys. The format ion given a t  Winchester 
embraced no t  on l y  the s t r i c t l y  s p i r i t u a l  bu t  a lso paint ing,  
architecture,music ,history,grammar , v e r s e  and homi let ics,science 
and languages. Bishop Walchel i n  was said t o  have loved h i s  monks as 
i f  they were angels,and P r i o r  Godfrey,Malchusls immediate superior, 
was noted both f o r  h i s  1 i t e r a r y  g i f t s  and h i s  hol iness o f  l i f e .  (See 
var ious references i n  Knowles, The Monastic Order i n  England.) 
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For Bec as an i n t e l l e c t u a l  centre i n  mediwal  times, see Knowles, 
op.c i t .  ,.p.96-7. It was t o  the abbey o f  Bec t h a t  the archbishop 
of Canterbury, D r .  Ramsey went on the f eas t  o f  St.Anselm, 21 Apr i l  
1567, t o  j o i n  i n  prayer f o r  Chr is t ian un i t y ,  
Ussher, Works, i v ,  515, t rans la ted by Fr.  Aubrey Gwynn S.J. i n  h i s  
a r t i c l e  'Lan;franc and the I r i s h  church' i n  I .E.R. l v i i  [1941), 
481 - 500. 
This l i s t  o f  qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  taken almost l i t e r a l l y  from 1 T im. i i i ,  
1-7, was used from the e a r l y  days o f  the church t o  determine 
s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  candidates for  the o f f i c e  of bishop, and together 
w i t h  the requirements fo r  p r i es t s  and deacons, became known as the 
' regula a p o s t o l i '  . The use o f  i t  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  intended t o  
assure Pnselm t h a t  there i s  no impediment t o  the consecration o f  
Malchus. See 6.3. -Hand's in t roductory  remarks - t o  h i s  a r t i c l e  'The 
Bigamous Archbishop o f  Palerrno' i n  ~ e d i e v a l  Studies Presented t o  , 
Aubrey Gwynn, S.J. 
The l e t t e r  i s  p r i n ted  i n  Eadmer, H i s to r i a  Novorum, p.76; 
Schmitt (ed.) S. Anselmi Opera Omnia,iv. Le t t e r  20-; 
Ussher, Works, i v ,  518; Migne, Patrologia Latina, 159, co l .  395-6. 
Eadmer , FFistor i a  Novorum , p .77. 
A.U. 1098. 
A.U. 1101. For a f u l l e r  account o f  a l l  the s ignator ies,  see 
Appendix A. 
Schmitt, S.Anselmi Opera Omnia, i v ,  Le t t e r  202. 

Eadmer, H i s to r i a  Novorum, p.76 
See A. Gwynn, S.J. 'Lanfranc and the I r i s h  Church' i n  I.E.R. l v i i ,  - 
481-500; l v i i i ,  1-15. See a lso  Councils and E c c l e s i a s t w  
Documents r e l a t i n g  t o  Great B r i t a i n  and I re land,  i. 301. 
Ussher, Works, i v .  
R i c h a r d s m r m a n  ;::istic Foundations, i n  Medieval Studies 
Presented t o  Aubrey Gwynn, S.J. p.41. 
lcenney, Sources, p./58. A comarb was a r u l e r  o f  a loca l  -church, 
successor o f  i t s  founder, no t  necessar i ly  i n  orders; I r i s h  bishops ; 
were o f t en  subject  t o  comarbai. 
' I t  imp1 i ed  ' , says K. Hughes, ' t he  complete overthrow of the  
t r a d i t i o n a l  system'. (Church i n  Ear l y  I r i s h  Society, p.267). 
A. Gwynn, ' S t .  Malachy of'ArmaghB i n  I.L.R. l x x  (1948). 1 

P h i l l i p s ,  H is to ry  o f  the Church o f  Ireland, i .35. 
Eadmer, H i s to r i a  Novorum, p. / / ,  Ralph l a t e r  became archbishop of 
Canterbury, (Anglo-Saxon Chronic1 e, 1114). 

1 

P h i l l i p s  (4.) His to ry  o f  the  Church of I re land,  i .34. 4 

Kenney, Sources, p. 
The enti- o f  ~ ~ ~ ' A d a m n a i n  i s  p r in ted  w i t h  t r ans la t i on  and notes, 

1 

by Whitby Stokes i n  Revue C e l t i  ue, x i i  (1891) 420-43. OICurry 4 a 

dated t h i s  prophecy t o  some per io  subsequent t o  the Danish invasion, : 
bu t  before the Anglo-Norman invasion was so much as thought o f ' .  
(Lectures on the Manuscript Mater ia ls  o f  Ancient I r i s h  History, 1 
PP* 424 5). - 
A.U. 1096. 

, 
i We have the  evidence o f  Walchelin's l e t t e r  t h a t  B r i s t o l  was h i s  port  , 

o f  embarkation. 
His age a t  h i s  consecration can be ca lcu la ted from the  fac t  t h a t  he : 
d ied i n  1135 ' a f t e r  the  eighty-eight  year o f  h i s  age'. (A.F.M.) . 
Eadmer, H i s to r i a  Nororum, p.74. I 

A. U. 1 r  
A.F.M. 1135. 
Gwynn, Or ig ins o f  the Diocese o f  Waterford' i n  I.E.R. l i x  (1942) . 
289 - 97. 
Cog. Gael, p.39. 
Ussher, Works, i v .  492,513, 515, 520. Lawlor,St .  Bernard lsL i fe  " 

of S t .  Malachy, pp.45-6. 



This i s  no t  t o  suggest t h a t  a l l  was we1 1 w i t h  the church elsewhere. 
The papacy reached a low ebb before Hildebrand became Pope and 
devoted a l l  h i s  energies t o  reform of abuses. The greed and 
immoral i ty  o f  higher ecc les ias t i cs  and the poverty, ignorance and 
d iscontent  o f  the m a j o r i t y  of ord inary  c l e rgy  make a so r ry  p i c t u r e  
o f  church 1 i f e  i n  Europe a t  the time. See, f o r  example, Moorman, 
Church L i f e  in  England i n  the  Th i r teenth  Century. 
Power, Waterford and Lismore, p.9. 
A.F.M. 1101. 
Schmitt  (ed.) S. Anselmi Opera Omnia, i v .  Le t t e r  278. 
Ussher, Works, i v  . 
Ussher, iv.%8; S.Anse1.i Opera Omnia, i v .  Le t t e r  277. 
T r a n s l a t m  A. Gwynn, S.J. i n  1. t .R. LIX (1942). 
S. Anselmi Opera Omnia, i v .  L e t t e r n .  

05. 
Celsus was grandson o f  a former abbot. 
A.U. 1106. 
Ussher, Works, i v .  520. 
A.U. 11 11.. Gwvnn, S.J. locates  Rathbreasail i n  cen t ra l  TiDDerarv , , 
near Templemore. - te he Twelfth-Century Reform ,)p .29 

" 

Keating, Foras Feasa, ii? . 299. 
Begley, Diocese o f  Limerick, p.76, suggests t h a t  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  a lso 
appl i e s  t o  p a r i  shes. 
 eati in^,   or as Feasa, i i i . 3 0 5 .  
i b i d .  'Cumar na d T r i  n-Uisce' i s  the  I r i s h  name f o r  the meeting o f  
the Suir,  Barrow, and Nore. For de r i va t i on  o f  Mileadhach, see 
Power (ed.) L ives o f  Declan and Mochuda, I.T.S. x v i .  188. 
Ware, An t i qu i t i e s ,  p.49; Power, Waterford and Lismore,p,l 
P o w e r , o p . c i t . .  Lismore had been a r e l i g i o u s  cent re  s ince the 
7 t h  century. For an account o f  i t s  foundation by St .  Carthage, 
otherwise Mochuda, see 'L ives o f  Declan and Mochuda ' (ed. Power) 
I.T.S. x v i .  
Lawlor, St .  Bernard's L i f e  o f  St. Malachy, p.20. 
Ann. I n i s f .  1113. 
Keating, Foras Feasa, iii. 307. 
According- H is to ry  o f  I re land,  p.40, 'Celsus erected Cashel 
i n t o  an archbishopr ic f o r  Malchus o f  Waterford. 
A.F.M. 1135. 
A.U. 1117. 
A.U. and A.L.C. 1118. 
A.U. and A.L.C. 1119. 
A.U. 1101. 
A.U. 1121. 
See A. Gwynn S.J. 'S t .  Malachy o f  Armagh' i n  I.E.R. l x x  (1948) 
961 - 76; l x x i  (1949) 134 - 44; 317 - 31. 
St. Bernard's confusion o f  Lismore w i t h  Waterford ( t o  which Malchus 
had i n  f a c t  been elected ) i s  understandable, p a r t i c u l a r l y  as a t  
the t ime o f  which Bernard here speaks, Malchus was res id ing  a t  Lismore. 
Lawlor, St. Bernard's L i f e  o f  St.  Malachy, p.20. 
Malchus was e ighty-e ight  when he d ied  i n  1135, so a t  the  t ime o f  
Malachy's f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  Lismore, he was about seventy-four. 
Malachy was n o t  y e t  t h i r t y ,  having been born i n  1095, according t o  
Lawlor, op.c i t .  p.6, note 1. 
St. Bernard's chronology here i s  f au l t y ,  f o r  he places the  meeting o f  
CormacandMalachyat  t h e l a t t e r ' s f i r s t v i s i t  t oL ismore .  See 
Lawlor, op.cit., p.21, note 3. 
Also A. Gwynn's note t o  V i t a  S. Malachiae, ed. Leclercq and Roche. 
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65. A. U. 1129. A. Gwynn, S.J. comments: His dying wish t h a t  he 
should be buried a t  Lismore shows how close was h i s  k inship o f  
s p i r i t  t o  Malchus and Malachy. 
(I.E.R. l x x i .  (1949) 317.) 

66. L x ,  o . c i t .  p.48. 
67. S t .  Bernar 9s i n  h i s  picturesque s t y l e  wr i tes:  For l o ,  the 

viperous brood, raging and c ry ing  ou t  t h a t  i t  was d is inher i ted,  
aroused i t s e l f  i n  f u l l  strength. 
(Lawlor, op.cit .  p.53). 

68. Keating, Foras Feasa, iii. 311. 
69. The annals say the chapel was consecrated ' by the archbishop o f  

Cashel and the bishops o f  Munster I. 
Misc. I r i s h  Annals, p.21). 

70. h i s  s ign i f icance o f  Cormacls chapel i s  wel l  &ought out  by 
Liam de Paor i n  an a r t i c l e  i n  'North Munster Studies 133 - 43. 
He po in ts  ou t  t h a t  Cormac had come under the in f luence o f  the 
reform a t  Lismore, where he met Malachy. He does not  however 
mention Malchus. t o  whom Malachv had been sent bv Cel sus. Cormac Is  
chapel i s  described i n  R.s.A.I.-~n. x l i i  (1912)-140 - 7. 

71. A.F.M. 1135. 



TROY, Rappanee anb Highwayman - Social 

Unnest in t h e  1 7 t h .  & 1 8 th, Centunies. 

Dan Dowl ing. 

The exploits of the Brennans of the Castlecomer country, in the 17th 
century, and of James Freney, i n  the 18th, a r e  s t i l l  very much a l ive  in 
the folk history and t radi t ions of Co. Kilkenny. Their f ea t s  and daring 
encounters have, a l l  through the intervening years, never fa i led  to  
fascinate the succeeding generations. A certain romanticism has always 
been associated w i t h  the i r  daring, and the folklore of the c m o n  people 
i s  imbued w i t h  t ha t  t radi t ion.  

The Brennans took t o  the road from motives of revenge, i n  
re tal ia t ion f o r  the loss  of the i r  ancestral homes and lands. The gross 
injustice perpetrated upon them could not b u t  e l i c i t  some form or revenge, 
and in common w i t h  count1 ess others of the i r  times, they have become fol k 
heroes a s  Tories or  Rapparees . 

James Freney, on the other hand some decades l a t e r ,  became a 
highwayman from l e s s  c lear ly  defined motives. Yet his memory is  ever 
fresh i n  the popular t radi t ion.  His gal lantry,  and respect f o r  females 
has ennobled his memory. He never k i l l e d  nor maimed, and to  those i n  need 
or the widow i n  d i s t r e s s ,  his  hand was ever f r e e  w i t h  the proceeds of his 
trade . 

Tories, Rapparees and Highwaymen, of past centuries a l l  had a comnon 
origin i n  in jus t ice  and tyranny, and i n  a corrupt legal system whose main 
function was to  protect the in te res ts  of the new propertied classes who 
were in f i l t r a t ing  the I r i sh  scene a t  t h a t  time. The system was a l l  the 
more reprehensible i n  t ha t  i t  was devised and implemented by an administration 
composed of people who were a l ien  i n  race, re l igion,  language and 
tradition, who had acquired the i r  lands and properties by forc ib le  
acquisition, and dispossession of the rightful owners. 

' The wars of extermination in i t ia ted  and pursued under the reign of 
Elizabeth I ,  resulted i n  the defeat of the Gaelic order a t  the Battle of 
Kinsale i n  1601, and the subsequent f l  ight t o  the Continent of the l a s t  
great I r i sh  leaders including O'Neill and O'Donnell, i n  1607. Their 
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