
O L D  S O C I E T Y  

DECIES 1 2  September, 1 9 7 9  

Page 

3 

CONTENTS 

E d i t o r i a l ,  Recent publ i ca t ions  o f  
local historical i n t e r e s t .  

Medieval Waterford - Part I & I1 

I .  The C i t y  of Waterford in 
the Later Middle Ages James Lydon 

IT. Waterford and New Ross 
Trade Competition c.1300 Eamonn McEneaney 

The Emergence of Tramore. Clarke, Holland, 
Mooney, Power 81 
Treacy. 

Rilnacthonas Workhouse 1875 

The Re-Formation of the Labour 
Movement in Water£ord:from Mew 
Model Unioaisa to Larkinism. 

Aspects of Passage East - 
Part 1 1 3  Julian C .  Walton 

1 

Maurice J. Wigham Records of Vessels Wrecked in 
Tramore Bay, 1816-'99 

Notes on some Poets of the 
Deist Frank Heylin 

Bartholomew Rivers of Illaterfbrd, 
Banker, and his Kindred Hubert Gallwey 

Winter Programme 1979/'80 o f  the Old Waterford Society 

Becies is published thrice yearly by the Old Waterford Society 



Tpxa of rssesle mentioned &zq Wecords of Vessels vrepked .in T~.amma &p 
Pa .~es  lrd - 5;O 



W e  wish t o  apologiee  t o  1ks.L.G~llagher f o r  not including her -?-in the 
list of C a m i t t e e  Henbera published in Deciss 11. Nrs. ~dlaghor was of 
course elected t o  the C ~ n m i t t a e  of the OFKi -for 1979-'80. 

For the three 1979 isaues of Deciea we of fe r  our the& once again to 
Vaterford Cmporation for their help arnd encouragement, 8nd In particular 
t o  Emcy Dunphy wd Eileen Mwphy whose goodwill aeems boundless, For 
help with thia issue we are  a l ~ o  grateful to S.E.R.T.O. 

We a t i l l  need, hawever, t h ~  constrmtive c r i t L c i s m  of  the mmbors of the 
CWS, We also urgently need people who are willing to help to prepare an 
i a e x  for Dec5es 1. - 14. 

We shal l  shortly be losing Sr. V i r g L n i a ,  an i n i t i a t o r  of Decies, one time 
Hon,Sec. af the OR3 , end present Eon.Press OffTcer, She w i l l  be missed, 

!Ye intend t o  repraduce sow of the i3luetratfom on pages 26, 29, and 33 
of the last issue as frantispiuces to DecFea 13. We apologise t o  
Ill;r.llhoma~l Power that their poor reproduc-Hon h0.d rendered then 
umatisf actory in illustrating hie article on Rov.a) .k.Doudmgl a schaola 
at B%znmhon. 

IPhoss w h a e  I979 mbscriptions a r e  still outstanding *ill 2I.d a 
"reainder" enclosed wi-th this issue, Those without such an encl~sure 
nay assme that they are paid up f o r  1939. A full. l is t  09 t h i a  year's 
members wil?, appear i n  Decics 13. 

Pa~saidinin: Land Settlement and Society i n  South-East Ireland, 1600-1050 
By V t i l l i a n  Holm. Published 1979 by Geography PubIicatims at g9.W plus Vat. 

PoJlowing his earlier book "Sources far Locel Studiestt, Dr .Nolan now 
demonstrctes how such sources can be uaed in h s  reconstmction o f  the  paat 
geography of the wee around Castlecomer. He was fortunate i n  kravjng a t  his 
disposal also the  Prior-Wandesfo~de p q o r a  which helped ta bridge many gape 
in the 250 years studied. 

The earl ier  chapters assess the rol6 of Irish,Anglo-Irish and new-English 
in shaping settl&ment and s o c i e t y  there in the 17th century. Through the 
18th and. eaxly 19th cent;urir?s, Dr.No1a.n traces the social and s p a t i a l  
ranifications of the esta te  system on Passadinin. In nssessing the importance 
of We W.ddlenanR on the asea he eoms t o  the  interesting conclwion that 
Castlecomer was a "middlapn town!'. He also d e d s  with the social inpact of 
the developmnt of  the  coal ~uines there as well as with the ~ m i o u s  other 
s t r a ~  tha t  went to f o r n  a highly conplex society. 

I have long naintained tha't the nost relovant questions i n  Mstory we 
now bciw aake8 - and amwered- by geographers. Dr.Nolan, a geographer as well 
as being a neubcr of the OW,  has in these well produced 259 pages supported 
my contention and illustrated i% with 56 rolevmt mgs and figures plus 13 
plates. He is t o  be congratulated cm his in i t ie t ive  in publishing this resemdh 
which thus i l l u s t sa tea  society, not only in Fassadinin but as a p w a d i 5  for the. 



entf re South - cast. The book &&lzble at sou2 local  bookshops, or d l r e c t  
froa the publisher' at 24, Kemington Road, Fanpleogue, Dublin. 

A Walk mound Ardmre, By Sioban Lincoln. Privately published, 1979. 

The imer tLtLe page uses the t i t l o  "A 't'hllrjcng Taur of  Ardmare, Go. 
'Waterford", but ei ther  way tho invitation is the same - to doin &s.T;dncoln and 
the ~ ~ ~ i ' o m  nenbers of her f-lg who des iped ,  rcseasch~d and i l lustraked the 
bob-k~et, mound the eccZesiastica1 care of m o r a .  We axe regaled i n  o w  t o m  
by thg observations, reniniscznces and knowledge of the wfhuaiast .  

It is w s t  attractively produced with a useful map and sho r t  b i b l t a g r ~ p h y ~ ,  
the  hand script ing adding much $0 its flavour. Its t N r t y  page8 contain a 
aolection of delightful  sketches aml at 55p no *aitoT to & b o r e  should bs 
without it, It is available in shopa %here a3ld from Bard TaiXte i n  Waterford. 
Hrs.Lincoln, EX raenbere sf the OVS, is t o  be congratulated on her i a t i a t i v e  
in'publi~hing this and it is very m c &  t o  be hoped tha t  at  some time i n  the 
future every such loce l i ty  i n  thta region will h ~ v e  a sinilar inexpemive 
netma of sharing in the ins ights  of such loca l  en thwins t s .  

me Helen Blake, the last Fethard Iiife-bunt, by J o b  Doyle. 
Privately published, 1979, Pr5cc $1.50 

On Fridcy, 20th Pebrua~y , 1914 the BorwcgLan ,?chooner Nesdco carrying a 
cnrgo of t inber from South knsricn t o  Liverpool w a ~  driven aground on the 
Kesragh Isla.&s Zn Bannow Bay by a ~ o u t h - e & s t e r l ~  gale. k lifa-boat was 
launched fYm the Mexico, but was swept away with two of the crew. These nen 

to swkn as@re, . . -. 

?he Petbard life-boat was launched but when neariw the Ellexico was 
capsized by b z v y  s e m  and snmhed on the islmtt rocks. Nine of the crew were 
lo s t .  k l ine  was thrown f r o m  the s-t;ricken~Schoaner anci nade-faat by one of  the 
life-boat - 4 cmw.-,TWs e ~ p l e d - t h e  c~ew_of -Yne Mexico to cone ashore ~ a ~ t h e .  - . -  
i s l and .  

The Dunnore, Kilnore md Wexford life-boats together with a vvexfard tug 
were unable t o  roacue t h e ' m n  nmaoned on the I a l W  until the PolXoNhg Idandw. 

Using -the records of the Royal Life-boat onthmias,ts S oeie-ty , contemporary 
newspapor rcparts, and nenories o f  loca l  peoples E.Ir.Dayle hae built a 
fascinating description 09 thc tragedy. He illustrates it with photographs 
aken by Poale f s of Vlaterford. All p r o f i t s  w e  t o  go t o  L i f  e-boat Pualls. 



M E D I A E V A L  

A ser ies  covering different aspects of Waterford and 
hinterland in the later middle ages (1200 t o  1500 appmx). 

The atandmd histopias of Waterford tend to skim quickly over 
the period from the arrival o f  the Romans t o  the Warbeck 
episode over three hundred years later, T h i s  s e r i e ~  i s  
intended t o  help fill thc lacuna. We open with Professor 
Lydon's analysis of the r o l e  of  the c i t y  following the break - 

down of  the :'Pax Normanicat' and continue with Mr. ~ c E n e a x P ~  'a 
assessment of  the trade of Waterford and New Ross towards 
the end of the "paxt1 m revealed i n  the trade dispute 
between +hem. In future articles we hope to deal arith the 
administration o f  Waterford city and of  the county, with 
one 09 the more e x o t i c  mediaeval religiousr orders, the 
ICnighta Templars, i n  t he  south-east, a3 w e l l  as ppith other 
aspects of the period. 

By James Lydan 

About forty years ago E British historian m o t e  that  i n  the mLddle ages 
Waterford was next t o  Dublin the moat important c i t y  i n  Ireland, "virtually a 
self-governing s ta te  of the continental type, e lect ing its magistrates,declaring 
w a r  and peace?1 More recently another Xngliah historian,writing of the close 
connection between Waterford and the port of Bristol, enthwed about the 
''hazbom of the sun" and the  rlextansive quay o f  half a mile (where) no Lese than 
sixty vessels could anchor".2 And t o  complete the catalogue, more rechfly  till 
an Irish h i s t o r i a n  called it 9- i r tual ly  tan independant Anglicised outpost" at  
the end o f  the 15th century.3 A 16th century map o f  the B i t i s h  Isles showed 
on137 f o u r  c i t i e s  : London, Oxford, Edinburgh and Waterford .' If this odd choice 
of cities is eccentric, it does demonstrate the importance o f  Waterford In some 
foreign eyea. In the lordship of Ireland she yielded place only to Dublin , a 
f ac t  which is  perhays best i l l u s t r a t e d  by the Irish r o l l s  sf Parliment. P m  
the t ime  of the earliest r o l l  ta sLU*vive, the  t h i r d  statute of every 
Parliament formal ly  confirmed the l i b e r t i e s  and franchises of the three leading 
to-, Dubli-n9?7&terford and Drogheda, and always in $hat order.5 There is no 
doubt, then, that in the later middle ages Waterford mst be seen as s place of  
aame importance and the second c i t y  i n  Ireland. 

TWt the c i t y  itself ahared this .view o f  her importance is easily 
demonstrated. In b b c h  1375 the Nayor and citizens t o l d  King Edward - 
''if all your s a i d  laad of Ireland should be gained by your enemies, which God 
forbid, it would be regained bet te r  and more quickly y your said c i t y  than by 
any other c i t y  tlw*out your said lsnd of it seem that the 
reason why this should be so, aocording to the Xayor, was that the c i t y  
contained only "seven acres of land within the walle, like a l i t t l e  castle". 
We must therefore get our s8al.e r igh t  in viewing rnedjzval Waterfomi : 



if it was the second city i n  Ireland, i t  w a s  In tmth a amall place within its 
walls. Not only that, t h e  same-pe-tition of J375 dep ic t s  a s i tua t ion  so 
desperate that, we are forced to conclude t h a t  the city was not only mml1,but 
poor  as well. It t d d  of "divers slaughters recently made by the enemies of 
those parts" - on one occnsfon the Meyor , l3~ i l i f f~ ,  the Sher i f f ,  Coroner and 
twenty six 09 tb b e t t e r  men of t'b city, t o g ~ t 5 e r  with eighty lays1 Englishmen 
from Coven.t;ry,Dnrtmouth,Brisfol and other places were slaughtered: aix weeks 
later another twenty f o u r  men of W~terford were slain; they wore aggrieved 
because the  country mou&.~was robbed, burned and destroyed r i g h t  up t o  the 
walls; ahips were taken at  sen, so that now there were no shipa or  barges in 
the c i t y  where there used t o  be more than elsewhere in Ireland; they complained 
af their great costs in repairing the beliyy of the  Church of  Blesaed Trinity, 
which had been blown down by a tempest, to the great comfort of t h e i r  ene&es;7 
that they bad to pay for the repa i r  of the ancient walls of the city, which 
had fallen through their w e i g h t ;  and also of the great coats which they bear 
in defending the Kingts right8 nnd inheritance through l i t i g a t i o n  wi th  the t o m  
of Boas, which had lasted lorig p d  w a s  still pending befare the King in the 
chcknoery of Engl~tnd - a11 of which had mado them so  poor that they 0-2, stay 
there any longer without royal aid. 

Xt i s  not t o ,  be believed .that the Mayor end his lending citizens were 
prepwing t o  pul l  out o f  Waterford, o r  t b t  the situation was quito 8s 
despe ra t e  as depicted i n  the petition. Irish towns i n  the later middle ages 
were more than adept at putting on the poor mouth when i t  suited them and on 
this occaaion the Ebyor was Looking f o r  e. g r a n t  of the c w t o n  knm as the 
coket f o r  nine o r  ton yaws and the reduction o f  tho annual farm of the c i t y  
from 100 t o  75 marks. It is noteworthy, too, that this was a time of g r e a t  
disturbance in Hunstor ayrd t h t  the gamrr-uucnt of the day, headd by Hf l l i a m  of 
klxdsor, w a s  not only proving singularly ineffective i n  restoring order ( a t  . 
least according t o  it3 . c r i t ics) ,  but was also cttempting to raise mency by 
aeam of  taXEltion,to which Vaterford, like other t o m ,  would have t o  
 ont tribute.^ Nevertheless it c m  bc shown that  Vatorford was in difficult,and 
even dangerous,circwnstancc;s at tMs timc and that this condition was 
becoming normel. for the c i ty ,  Tho records  of the c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  contain 
enough evidence to tllu~trate this feet and convey in v i v i d  tm the real 
dangers and p r i v a t i d m  which the psoplc of  Wter ford  had t o  face. 50 as to 
carney an impression of r e a l i t y  I she21 let the records speak fo r  themselves 
ahd so as to keep the ca.talogw af d i s t r e m  ~ h o r t  I shall present only a few 
e m p l e s  from the l a b  14th and 15% centuries. But it should be eaphmiscd 
that this is only a swple, that the procegs of det&riareH~'n had bagurr moh 
ear l i e r  in the 14th centuy, md %hati the cmulativft effect of the rc@m w e l i ;  
of distress is -to mzlko one wonder t hc t  t h e c i t y  survived at el l .  

A petition of 1308 addressed t o  the English council described the"a;rsons, 
homicides and thefta  09 tho King's Irish enemies and English rebels and the 
invasions of other cn~zties o f  parqts adjacent". As if that were no% bad enough, 
the petition continued with complaints of !'the capture of ships,barges and 
other  veaaels and t h ~  ransom of t h e i r  men by the French and S p ~ a r d s "  a3zd 
finfahea with EL moan  bout the"intolferab1e expense incurred in rqmiring tbe 
w C L s  and $ortif;ca&Lons of the city'! .g W e  referonce t o  the  French and 
Spani~rds is interlsting: one of tha most frequent complaints as 10% as the 
Hundred Years V i a r  l a s t ed  mas o f  +he 1-9 of shipa and cargoes coming t o  and 
fmro E'nterford. Whatewr about the high p ro f i t s  which entrepreneurs could make, 
the risks ware p a t .  Tn 1430 another complaint was that 'Ithe city has been 
wasted by. Irish enemies a n d  English rebels by m e d  Bretons,Scg-t;s mid 
Spaniards coming by sea . . . . . goods ma chcttels and shippi- (have been) 
destroyed utterly1'.lu Ry 1442, we arc. told,  t he  "city hcts fullen i n t o  such 
poverty as well through the r o b b e r i e s , d e s t m t i o n s  and oppresa ians  done by the 
I r i a h  enemies nnd English rebels,Scots,&.etona,Spani=ds, as because of late 
certain Eketons took Q ba l inga r  of l ia&exs coming with n&rchmdi8e to the 
value af 4,000 m e z k a  t o  thc  said citiacna,,. md the i r  goads m a  da i ly  s ~ ~ t e d ! '  

'rl I 



In 1448 it was m i d  "msny rebels i n  the cauntiesr of KiZlsenny,Epperery, 
Waterford andVexf'ord, wi th  an &sued force o f  the Wng1a Irish enemies and 
divers other natiam,trai tors ,rabols ,f elons and fugitives .of those countries, 
perpetrate Invasions,slaughter~,bu~ning~,p1undexings,robb~~:ies,c~ptUrea~fines~ 
r a n s o m s , ~ ~ n g a  ~.nd other i n t o l l o r a b l e  roiadeeds on the myor and cornom and 
other l iegea of the King there by land and n r a t e ~ " , ~ ~  If t h i s  r e d s  like an 
e x t k c t  from one of  the Irish nnncls, so that onc is tempted t a  d ~ u b t  it as a 
aaber statement of fact, i t  ct least produced m interesting result: . 
permission ww ' gLmn to %he c i t y  %hat "by the assent of the  mayor (it) m y  
gather all persons whose estate  or codf-Lfon is mitable,  to r i d e  o r  go an f o o t  
as often as they will w i t h  s t m k x d s  displayed agsinst the said rebels m d  all  
who favour,~~&d or  victursl them, and apoi1,burn and slay the same't, To merch 
urfth stcmdmda diaplcyed w a s  i n  normal circtrmstaxces treason, and it is an 
indication of the crisis in I r e Z a n d f  tsvsnr5? like Waterford which 
could no longer rely on %he royal stcndmd t o  protect t m, that the English 
goverriment licensed w h a t  was i n  effect  pr ivate  wmfe3.e. @c As a final 
~ m p l e ,  it was s@poFted in 1474 that "the city is inpowrished for tho paat 
a~ years by ill auccesa in t n d e  loss of goods of the citizens and the 
death ,and capture of divers mercknts  o f  the c i t y  and there is no law, justice 
o r  governmen-t: mound -the c i t y  tlutmwder,robbery and wm by the  I r i sh  and 
rebel En&ish, sa t h r t  WE can hzrdly keep the city or repcir f-ts w&Us pad 
par t f f .  7 3 

\Ye perhaps need t o  be reminded t W t  the city of Waterford was a 
comnau3lity of  people and t h t  it was they, cnd n o t  some abatrcet ion like a 
Corpmation or mmicipc l i ty ,  wha suffered. Dangm, oven violent death,loss 
of  property cad priv~tion was the l o t  o f  ~ l ~ l w  uf then. Starvation r&mt have3 
faced the inhatsftnnts ozl occasicnS n, fact which was empbsiued in 1450 when 
m Irish Fczlimnent was told that both c i t y  m d  county were 'tdes-t;royed mid 
wasted CLB well by I r i a k  e n d e s  G?B by Zlnglish rebels, by continual w m 3  
eppiating in the 8 ~ L d  city and c o ~ ~ t y ,  by which the commons of the said c i ty  
aad county m e  sometimes desolated in daf'nult o f  corn,beccuse the l a d  cannot 
be tfll~d''.~4 Another p a r l i a c n t  in 1474 WGS told the a z m  thing: they 
"ommot stlsttzln thmwlvcs  with grainM . l 5  B e  only ctimer, as Pcrliaaent 
rec~guised, was t o  al low cin t a  be imported. Licenses  night be fesued to 
i~1diyidu;rls,l~ o r  grnups,8 t o  c m y  corn t o  the city; or  the license rmghf 
cover a wide area, r?s was the  c m a  13 Daceta'bcir 3 ~ 4 ,  when the' genernl 
permission to bring victucls to Ykterford covered the counties Wexford, 
Tippermy ond ~ i l k e ~ , ~ ~  It might oven ne-cn that tde with the rish hnd to 
be tolerzted, wpalrtab1.e fact which Pwlirraent had t o  accept, r 4 

If -the situc-?;ion WQS as bad 2s the woight o f  ovidence already quotad 
would suggest, then it must e l s o  be cdmittcd t h n t  dcterford herself w a s  i n  
some neasure respons5ble for the discstex. The l o n ~  and vez t ioua  quarrel with 
Hew Bossp involving expensive l i t i g a t i o n  cad in%~mu?ting trade when ~ o l e n o e  
erupted , did not Phc l~?wlessncss and violence which the c i ty  c l w e d  
to bo responsible for her s t r c i t o n n d  circunstc,rlcoa wem sometimes exploited by 
the men of Waterford and ~lometlmes even aacaaianed by t h m  . In. 1449 the 
&bat of Dmbrady, the Gisterciara cbbey across the ri.trer in Wexford , Wab 
amoned to Pcrliment. B u t  ''for fistrust a d  dcnger of the wrys" he refused 
t o  c o m  in person and sent a proctor  i n  h i a  place. Wter, howaver, he chan@d 
his mind Find decided t o  risk the journuy. ''Peaconbly repasing h-elf i n  h l s  
chmber thc a g h t  befcrd',we nrs told, c nmber of' apostate mnks and others 
fron Woxfard c.nd Wzterford,"with divers others Unkylowtz, with force and wm 
against tM peace of our sovereign lord, entered the chm'ber of the s a i d  
Abbot and, there took  hin prisoner, md took the goods mid c&tt;t;;ls of th@ s a i d  
Abbot ou% o f  the m i d  &bey, to the QCXE uf &40, and carried the scid Abbot t o  
Wcterford, cnd there  dotaim hin prisoner ~ t h  gwct d u r ~ s s ~ ~ . ~ ~  If the 
unforturzzte ~ b b o t  would have been sc.fer t o  hnyc risked the dangers af the road  
to Pcrl;iment , and thus avoidccl the "greet durossfl of his i r tpriaoment in 
Fhterf ord, it wm-- n o t  the -!'intollar2blc: hurt 2nd pre jusice of the said Abbotf1 



ltlne llublfn Government, af courss, M d  10% since forbidtaen trcde with 
I x i s h  a~lenies.~? kt occcsimcL1y It hml to face reclitios nnd licensed kade. 
In 1469,for exm~le$.the P&rlimmt l i f t o d  the ban an such tx~.@, hut only 
- t ; e n p o r a x i ~ ~ . ~ ~  It wzs palicy to c o n t r o l  mil rcg.Liate such t r ~ f f i c  os part uf 
the Govermontrs dctoK7ination t o  regulate relotions @nerclLy with Irish 
enexi.cs c;ad English rebela* The principle  o.f centrdiserl, cormto1 - the pokcy 
of "one war a3ld one peccew - h d  bocn snnmcizted cs fm bc~k cs tho 13t;h 
century cnd it lmil n w e ~  beca abadoncc3. In 1745, far m m p l o ,  Waterford wcs 
cllowsd to treat with and t u  n c k ~  truces w i t h  tho Powers and "to do all other 
things which were neccasmy for &he goad of the pccae17.29 But in tho lqtor 
niddle ages such a e e ~ i p t e  t o  minkclAn centralfsed control were no l o m r  
realistio: w h a t  had been g m A i c ~ b l r !  in the hayday of the Inrdship In the 13th 
ocrrtury w a s  in no wzy cpplicablc. to thc circutlstrslces o f  l i f e  in the later 
nlddlc cges. Par tho grcdual esas ioa of $he srj?ttlt:~ent by w b t w o  en13 the 
'lg~olio revival" and its clssocizted dewlnpuents mong the En@ish settlers 
which produced 9 e b a l  ?3agliahtt, %egelrlcrcrte EngLish1' and an ever dbimLohing 
nmber of l t laynl Englishq' ,  ucant thzt Wat~rford, l ike mny other t a m  wcy fron 
the environs of Dublin, beccm iacrecsinaly isalntud. ?Yh~t wcs b o r n  in the 

the 



pew and tho term p n c i ~  ( or  land of peace) shrmk. Thc f ron t ie r .  09 om m e o  
expnnded cnd the frontier of the other shrank. hound Dublin c - PeLe appeorrctd 
md another zround Wat~rfoxd, But the picture,unfortumtely far Ghb; historim who 
likos things neat, wzs not  as siuplc cs thct. Tmnt i c r s  were constantly swfting 
anil anrchlade, ct llccst in the smtern p a r t  of the lordship, wore ovory~hore.~~ 
Nevertheless, so fm as Matarford wm concerned, tho grc&u~l i a o l c t i o n  rrhd the 
appro~ching frontit5r of tho lcylil of a= bucmc facts of l i f  a i n  the 14th century. 
fi'hen Edwmd LV 1462 con f i r~md  c11 the ?g#rford Charters fron 1205 anwards, 
in n g r e z t  impexinus which cavars nearly six pages in tho English cslendm, he 
nddad his sgecicl. @%ce nnd fcvour became o f  I!cte~ford~a pasftim " on the 
froaltier .of our enenies a& rcbels".3? Beynnd thc-t; frontier tho  King's w r i t  
hmdly rm, the cornan 3 ~ w  wca yielding t o  m c h  law o r  even t a  Brchon ~c.w,3~nnd 
t h e  e u t h m i t y  o f  the Dublin Gauermen% and its lac& officials counted far lcaa  
'%%an tk.t of the l~czl wndwin , I r i sh  Dr iinglo-Irish. Wa%erford bad to gut yp  
with tRc situction as best  it could and oope with the problew of imlotion frcm 
Dublin. It provided a aonve~ent s t i ck  with which to beat the  gamrment frm 
tine to t h e .  In 1441,r in describtnp~ how the Powers, ' ' txitors afld rebels t o  our  
lord the K i n g f t ,  wore c-&using hsmc in the city m d  i ts  hinterlcnd becnuss lt;fron 
dzy to day (they) r i d e  in the m e r  o f  wcs with bilnnefls displayed rob,apoi'L 
and kill the King's l i c g e ~ o n  52 the 8 - 4  city of Yic%erfa~d", the city conplcined 
t h a t  the real  c ~ u s o  09 a11 this w7.s l r thct  the lieutencat and governors o f  this 
Iwd for the t i n e  being htsvc n o t  continually wed ts reside i n  the parts  of  
Waterford? tad in defc.ult of cbcstisenent of tho said t m L t o r s  a& rebels, 
'tracording t o  the l ~ w  af the Xin;, the s d d  c i t y  is f o r  the greator p r z t  destroyed 
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T U B  ncousr=Gion uf neglect by the govcxuont is not af Trmediata in teres t  t o  
us here; but the aanse of i soZct ion which i t  p o r t r e p  is nore t o  the point. It 
is aasy.enougP1 t o  show +kt this i s o l z t t o n  coa be traced bmk b t o  the L;th 
~6nh;lrx. The nkthods which had been devises in the emly day5 of the colony for 
keepiw'n check on the l o c a l i t i m  were .px-dmlly to become inzppropriztr? 3.n c 
lordship which was i n c r e a a i ~ l y  frqnentsd, wherc ~omunLcation waa dangerous cnd 
scmatines inpoimible, w d  &ere t;ha force cf tb law sanetine3 failed 90 reach. 
Begulccc p r o f f e r s  2% thc excilequ~r~ or mcounti:ig, or the roturn o f  writs, could 
hardly be hoped f o r  as the  ~ u t h a r i t y  of tbo contrcl goxe$nment beg= to weaken the 
further one moved fro* Dublin. Yet the systcu reacir/Wrchcn&cd Md its officinla, 
like consemr~~tive civil s e r v m t s  nt all tines, continued to p l ~ y  mcording t o  the 
w l b s  as if the g.me warc still the s m c .  It m s  ins is tBd,  f o r  exwplc, thtrt 
after election &kyors should pmscnt thc:~selms in the cxclieqmr in.Iktb&tn to t&e 
the i r  oztha of'office. 3p-t by 1331 t he  ci%y of YiatarfaH w2s reqm&E$ng thct thc 

m - ~ p r  wight be ~llswed t o  tzkc bis oq h there oncl not 3.n Dublrin "on account of the 
diatcncs and the pori ls  o f  the myn." Fro= then on the privilege n m  cod-8 
at .intervz,ls. In 1400,too, tho p r io r  of St.Kc.therines =s autborissd t o  t&e 
%he ocths of the k y o r  a d  csmtcble cf the s t c p l e  , "seeing thn t  by reason of 
$he distzwe EXXI becnuse of the King's I r i s h  encdcs they nzy no t  w i t  out  n 

$5 costly power ma p e r i l  of thei r  l i f e  nnd property mpair" t o  Dublin. Thm w3s 
gnc of  the n o s t i n p a r t a t  chcclc8 3n nnicfpcil authority reu~v~d. Bu% even lzore 
aig@.fLcantly, $he 9- was no l owr  cccountcd f o r  a t  the Dublin exchequer, In 
1474.the excuss was that "the c i ty  of i c t e r f o r d  ie sixtp n i l c s  w n y  frm the Bit3 
of Dublin cnrl there is notUng but rebellion,nurder,robbery cnd prcr arodz'.3 
Yet mother sign of the brer-kdown in r o l n t i o m  between Yatcrford arid the centrzl 
govormeat wczs the occasions1 failure of the city t o  return rcpreaen-bttivtim $0 

BmlimenZ; . . beccwe of the s m e  difficulties cnd dchgars of coaunicr,%ion,3Y 

WB t s a k t i o n  c m  be vividly illwtrttt3d by one nore axmple. Thc Droghodc 
pc;rlicw,cnt of 1450 m e  talil  t h k t  the tswn 02 Gcrr icbgr i f fLn in Co.'Jlipperwy 
was ~ m ~ ~ t m t l y  in danger f r o n  English r u b c l ~ : ~ ~ i n  those  lcst fourteen yems the 
t o m  was twice en t i r e ly  burnod'' aid "for the pea tcs t  p c r t  =I1 the people taken 
prisqnms , and aflterwcrds a genercl pi l lago  sf then ncde four  tine^, m d  nU. this 
was done by Englieh rebels". It wns cgreod by P=liwerzt thct the t o m  should be 
enclosed with new wzLLs, "for sll LIcn thzt ~o fron Watcrfard tc! Cl-omeL,Cashel, o r  



Pethard, w b  can have no res-t5ng ppace'bs dging in twenty miles of TO& 
except only Yn the said town of  Carridktl ." Travelling out of Haterford, then, 
yola could only move in sa9etq iPomsne fortified place t o  m~thher through 
boatile oaunfzyside which was in the control of Ir ish eneaiets or E q l i s h  
rebels. ITor was passage by sea t o  be reconrmen8ed so Tang ae has t i l e  FTerreh 
or Spmdards or Scots continued t o  be a scourge In the shipping lams out of 
Waterf ord. 

Anyone familiar with the hiatasy of the Irish Lordship in the later middle 
agea w i l l  kzmw that Waterfardvs posi t ion of i9alation wa8 iiflicd. (39 w h t  was 
happening at3 the 13th century sel;tlment collapsed. Early 14th cerdxwy 
p u - l i a m w t P  pravrid-s skill evidence o'ir the @ m a g  menaae.of t d l e m e n , W e a  
of b'rraea md sattglitea, proteetea by magnates And te r ror is iq  settled 
comubitAee.3~ Qcctusional f o r a p  by cbiaf governom wi$h small mxdes did 
notthing t o  weaken the control exercised by the magmtea in the l o c ~ ~ i - M e t a  o r  to 
briw succ~ur to c~mmuvlities a$ the mercy of Irish eneaes or  Erygliah rebels. 
Bat even the two grs8k @ea imported by Richard 11 at the end of the 14th 
century could restare the cornparat e p@acc and stability aF what Ospen rather 
quaLritly called the  Pm. Bormardco. !' Ae the t l d e  of disorder flowed in the 
14th century, Wat~rford a d  other towns survived as outposts on the fmntier: 
Cmlow, which fiad beon .ssldo the virtual administrative centre o f  the  lordship 
'by l;ionel o f  Clarence in the 136Ote, had to Ue left ho its own'deviow 
before the end of the 14th eentury.41 Trim, which in the great days o f  She 
lbrdahig of Heath had been i t s  oaput, surrounded by the l W  of.p%ace, found 
f t s e l f  n fmntier towla by the 15th cent.my aa the land of mw threatened to 
engulf it: when a Pale aermd wound Dublin, Tr jm became one of its f ~ s t i f i e d  
~ut~osts.4~ Wherever one looks in the later middle -a, one ases the t o m  
which mrulclge t o  amvim becom3.q isolated from each other, In atark: contrast 
to the 13th oentury when some of then ramaged to Oombine in repraaentaSve 
assemblies. E ~ e n  Dublin was placed in a similrr predicement by the growing 
menace sf the Irk& of Ipeiiwter, pw%iculm those of the mountcafns, By 
the emlg 14th century the Irish dominated much a f  the area to the aouth of 
%he city and aometiwes cerne f ight  up to the walls. 

Va-berford, fhen, in the siturtion wMch we have described ewl io r  w a s  
typical of what wns happening in Irelapiif dwfw two centuries of decline in 
EngZiah power. It dernorwtsatos in mZcrocosn the hiatory of Anglo - Imlnnd. 
Td ju4ge by the evidence of the cunplcints slrecady quoted it night n&xoat he 
orilled a "riches t o  xl?rqp" story, Por if Waterford had once before been n 
frontier  t a m  in the hectic dzys af  the A n g ' J _ o - l ~ o ~ n  inmsion (who will ever 
forget the story of  Regincld kcgilllemory md the three p a t  chains which 110 
atretched acros8 the river as u boon t o  preyent the f lee t  of Henry. 11 from 
entering Waterford ? $43 with the e x p m i o n  82 %he LeLns%or settlemeat Taterf  ord 
grew proapered m d  becme the ~ o s t  5mporlant commercial osntre In the 
south. 'Phe series of chmtcro f r o n  carly in t h e  13th een*y, the murage 
g-rruits which are  evidence not only of pbysicnl expansion but of comme~cial 
development c;s well, tbc account$ of the p i a s  of wincs and above &ll the mcounts 
of the Greet; 8ew Custom of 1275 - all be- testimony t o  the growth of  Waterford 
in the 13th century. The development of mines m~lr a c i ty ,  with cssociated 
me~tbng , i lua t  bave generated n good decl of crpitcl." The accounts of royal  
pmvegars show tbt tho ci ty  mzs an outlet f o r  lnrge q w t i t l a s  of erln and 
wine, dpmdag s u p g l k s  uf c a m  from the whole of aouth Leinster m d  e r s t  

I 
Xmster. T h i s  evidence af prosperity sho$s that Waterford he far^ the collapse 
of t he  13th century aattkfilcnt a w e d  tho prosperity which feudalism tlrad %he 
conmquenk ~ o w - b h  in comerm brought t o  Ireland. T h c t  this mi-dencs w y  be 
decspttvo, however, and t h ~ t  sconoufc dccline my W e  begun in the ewly  
14th century is suggested by S Q ~  other facts. When the &it w a s  granted 
murzge i n  UlO, i t  w a s  t o  "repair the  defects in t h o  waU.av48. .And the 
in papen t  of the annual f m  ct the exchequer nay alao argue far decline at the 
end of Edwrtrd 1's reign, I lx 1301 the arrecxs amounted to &436.1&a.5d. g tb : 
city wns able t o  pcy &if this sum in the s a w  gem, though it m a  sti l l  left 



with other debte which cnme ta more thene270.~~ By U15, the farmnae in 
mmrns to the am of E486.2~3,0d, and if the city paid 8422 t o  the exchequer 
it W E L ~  still  l e f t  owing &425.l2s.&d. 

%wertheless the wefght o P? evidence ctertainly c u n f i r a  the picture of growth 
in prosperity in the 13th century. The question we should ask i s 3  does the 
l ~ . t e r  his tory of  Waterford, the isolation, neglect and privation which we have 
nlreedg seen, a i m o r  economic decline ?. In this connection it is iwtmctive 
t o  look at the figures f o r  the wool curtom. 1 em awuxe thct there are  many 
p i t f a l l s  in using these figulcte a d  1 would no* be so foa l i sh  as t o  eguete them 
with the actml export8 of wool,fella or hfdes. NeveatheLass we carmot ignore 
the pattern which +hey show. Tho very first accaunt,covermg newly two yema 
between 1275 and 1277, ~lhows Uew Ross heading the list with E743 in raverrues from 
the cuatom) Waterfard next, w d  a good bit behind, with 8440; Cork, just ohort 
of this wkth &4~,Poll0Wed by Dublin wfth only 65219, Drogheda El33 &nd W r ; x f m d  
as low as ~ ~ 0 . 4 ~  Moat of the wool, therefore, semis to have been exported through 
Ross3,Weterford and Cork* The first two heded the l i s t  beccuBe the rivers 
which rsorved t h e m  were the natural highwcy~ for . t r - ~ p o r t i n g  the wool from the 
rich Xmm.3 of Leimter end because I-ihey were well placed for serving F l & e r ~  
where the demmd f a r  Irish w ~ e l  was growing. The l n ~ t  account t o  hcve 
survived on the Irish pipe ro l l s  cover8 newly three years between 1342 and 1345. 
Now Cork led with &247,with Dublixi and Drogheda close behind with &219 each, 
Waterford next' w i t h  &l77,followod by Ross which had sunk to &121. Bowever 
them figuree are ko be explaincd,they do  how o stwtling decline i n  exports 
md cn equa31~ s tar t l ing shift; in the blmce of trade t o  the ports on the East 
coast. At the very lemt they W e  us receptive to the idea t k t  Waterford 
entered a period of decline in the 14th century which is In line with the 
general picture revealed by otbor sources. 1 s d d  earlier that 13th century 
nurage g r m t s  prnv3.de evidence of  oxpmsion since they were intended f o r  the 
bgLlding of new walls. It can be left to the arctineelogist to confirm L C  the 
money was actunlly epent by the  nunicipal cuthorities tin new structuream But in 
the 14th.cefitury the s j tua t ion  w c s  rcvessed: g m n t s  were n o t  intendM f o r  
enclosing zn expmding city, but f o r  preserving old  wclls, From 1310 onwrtrds 
there i s  plenty o f  evidence for t h i s ,  Waterford seem t o  be hending for the 
p o ~ & t i o x ~  of 1375, wheh the C k p r  could conpme it to a l i t t l e  cmtle,enclosthg 
o n l y  seven acres.'- It I s  notablo,too, that m.ny of the pet i t ions  o f  the Wnd 
qwtsd  anrl ier  mefition Z;ht the B ~ B  wzlls m a  in &cay md that the o i t y  cannot 
af ford  t o  keep them in repa i r .  When the 1k.lglLsh govanment in 1430 grmted 
a30 n yea r  t a  .be expondea "an the repa i r  defence of the tom", i t  was e r i d  
that !'the~d5tches,walls,'t~wors,~tes md poxtcullisefs are ao 024 md'ruimus in 
m y  places rs to be all but f d l o n  t o  the g~oauad~'.'@ Again, if we te&e such 
evidenr~e ct i.ts face value, we nust conclude that the ecowmy of the? c i t y  hsd 
declined s&nce the g e z t  drys of the 13th century. A cynic mi@~-t  suggest thct 
for c1I.the eomplcints wid the reported cttwks by Pewers,O~Dr5scolls ~ n d  other 
nahral enemies 09 %be c i ty ,  a truer picture is prcssented by the evidence of 
collusian between Wstorford and these suppoaad ensrciee, so thct c i t y  walls had 
become 61.n eqensivs a d  pefhcps even m m e c c s ~ y  IUXUT~. The siege of Waterford 
id495 during the height 09 the Wasbeck conspiracy shows tbt the wells rmti3t 

hcve been in u fc;tr a tz te  by then : not o n l y  did the c i t  mams to bold out,she 
helped (with the c i d  of ~ t i l l a r ~ )  to aefecit the So Waterford 
remined urbs intcctn,  just i f ied h ~ r  gosition ca a frontier t own ;md e m e a  
the gmtitude of Henry V 11 who B V Q ~ ,  he m i d 9  "OW right h ~ m t y  tkLcaks,ars we 
have singular aaause t o  do so .51 It; is -inpossible to resist quoting here the 
rmknaan r w  ~ b r 4 A y  ofterwcrds celebrated the glories of Waterford in verse: 

Hewy the Valiarti, f m a w  of memxye9 
We11 did fie h o w  by tzue oxpryems,  
Thy great fydelyt ie  +in t p  of victorye, 
When lsambext was crowned by f z b e  advertence, 
And Perkin,aLlso,wi.th nrj lesae revesem, 
Then only of this lznd Bhow were enpresse - 
QU tu amper in-taetc manes. 52 





wc3uld. k t  W b o w  ; buk  thsy do augge3.t that the city was prosperous enough t o  
provide lavish e d m e n t  i n  one admittedly erm1Z. cc-8e. Put mather way, it 
doe8 not aquare with t h e  ~ i c t u r e  of poverty md deczy which t h e  other evidence 
severled. It suggests vigour m d  growth,not deccy. 

' The stme c m  be s ~ i d  cbout one other inportcllt  piece of evideace. The 
Lucky survi~l.  a9 nunicip~l records frou the IF-ter rliddlc ages presents a picture 
of a self-assured oligmal.;y conduct iq-  the cff~i rs  of tl city which is-thkiving 
and prosperous ,@ It p rov ide s  the evidence which lad Agnes CanWcy t o  the 
conclusian (quoted at .the outset) %hat Waterford was l tvir tuzlly c self- 
g o w r i n g  s k t e  of the cun t inen t~~ l  t jq~e" ,  1f this i& an exaggeration, it i s  
understmidable when view& in thg context of the p m t  playad by the city during 
tha stormy mrly  yams o f  the new Tudor dymsty in En@xa &d tba obv iou~  
reliance of Henry TI1 on the continued loyc l ty  of the ctty. 

The conclusion we nl~st cone to, then, is thct the canp'lnints of the city.of 
Watorford in the  l~ter &idle ages mxst be trtzcted with cnukion. If they do 
illustrz.te in the 14th century the growin& isoletion of Wnterford in d land 
which hcd becono increzsingly c land of war, cnd by a sea which the Hundred Yems 
l a c  had turned in to  c bcttaafield of s o r t s ,  tlzcn they conceal the fact that i n  
the 15th century at l eas t  Nctcrford,  like so nwh of Ireland, learned not only to 
l ive  with the new Isi-tuation which followed tho collapse of the 13th century - 
Ewlisb settlement, but also to ccsh i'n an the new (if risky) opportunities wwch 
this offcred t a  the enterprising entrepreneur. , 
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He a l so  possessed a noteworthy l ibrmy,  includiwsg a ' k o l l  o f  the 
chronicles of Eng1md " - itid., p.149 . 
Just 4ow Lucky the s ~ ~ i ~ m l  of the existing municipal records I s  can be 
seen from the statement in 1822 53 reply -t;o inquiries concerning records 
i n  Waterford: '! when the old Exchange at Waterfard was pulled down about 
f o r t y  years sirme, the mayor ordered several c a r t  loetda of very old 
manuecrlpts t o  be thrown in a heap .in the street  and b m e d  as uselem 
luuberTf ! - &Clarke, EledievaZ Representaftan aYva Coweat, p.73, n.2 



3aCkground of Royal Pav3ur: 

By the t i m e  o f  t h s  accession o f  Edward I i n  1272, two ports t o m  were 
i n  c'ompetition f o r  the  valuable trade o f  the  Suir, Nore and W m w  hinterlands, 
Waterford had long been t h  established post town and its charter f r o m  King 

' 

John gave i t  royal  status.' New Ross, however, was e comparatively nen 
foundation, its walls not being built un t i l  1265.~ Both enjoyed equal . 

geographLca1 advantage but the vigsrous merchants of New Roas seemed aet to . 
take the  bulk of the trade. 

T b i s  rivalry had manifest ptself  i n  t he  early years of the 13th century, 
On 3rd July 1215 King J o h n  granted t o  Hater ford  a monopoly on a l l  shipping 
en$ering the harbour.3 The first mention of opposit ion by New Rosa came a few 
weeks l a t e r  on the 20th A w t  when John ordered tha t  ships should land at 
New Ross provided no injury should thereby r e s u l t  t o  the  c i t y  of  ~ a t e r f o r d . 4  
The reason behind t h i s  change i n  emphaais by King J o b  lies in the fact tha t  
Wllim Wshal , b r d  of  Hew Ross, pe t i t ioned  the King t o  allow ships t o  go ' 

f ree ly  t o  his port .  ( It is ironic that Uilliam Marshal had acted as 
witnem t o  \ l a t e r fo rd f s  Charter containing the exclusive pr ivi lege which workad 
aga ins t  his port  o f  New ~ o s s ~ ) .  Despite  the  f a c t  tha t  N i l l i a u  was one o f  
Johts most f a i t h f u l  fTienda i n  a time when the King w a s  much i n  need of  
friendship and suppor t ,  the klng nevertheless r e f u s e d  t o  revoke completely the 
spec ia l  privilege8 granted t o  Waterf ord. 6 

The 1215 mandate from John author is ing sh ips  t o  go t o  New Ross implied 
that an enquiry was t o  be held to  determine the e f f e c t  this  w a s  going t o  have 
on the King's p o r t  of Waterford. It is unlikely t h a t  an enquiry ever took 
place o r  t h a t  complaints from the  people o f  Waterford, i f  they were for th  - 
coxiing, were l i s t ened  t o  while the  3Imshal w a s  alive. For in January of 1219 
the Kingt s j u s t i c i a r  of I re land ( i . e  . his representative here), was ordered t o  
allow ships t o  p l y  through the lands o f  W i l l i a r r  Idamhall, Earl of Pembroke, 
by then the  guardian of the young Henry XII. The i n f l u e n t i a l  poei t ion held 
by W.Narsha1 i n  the  English government possibly hel2ed t o  poatpo e the day 8 when an enquiry would be held. W i l l f a n  L b s h a l  died in UIay 1219 , and in 
A u g u s t  o f  t h a t  year the justiciar of Ireland was ordered to prolong from 
Michaehas t o  the ensuing f e a s t  of All Saints (1st l~ov.) the  term which ww 
granted t o  his successor f o r  ships  t o  touch aa PTew ROSS .9 The extension was 
given so  t h a t  i t  u igh t  be ascer ta ined whether o r  not  sh ips  could touch at 
New Ross withaut hindrance t o  Waterford. Clear ly  the  death o f  W i l l i a m  Marshal 
had paved the way f o r  an enquiry and once the procesa was s e t  in motion it 
was not long befare a decision was reached. On the  seventh of November, 
only six days a f t e r  the  extension p a n t e d  t o  the nevi Earl had expired, the 
King ordered "that  ships  shall as they used to ,  diverge at "ce por t  of 
Waterford " . I 0  The reason given was because the  c i t y  of Weterford would be 
injured if ahips with merchandiae were allowed t o  touch at New Boss. 

!The next reference t o  the dispute  between the two towns cogea i n  1222 when 
the  justiciar was ordered not t o  permit &ny sfips with merchandise t o  touch at 
the p o r t  of R o s s  apart from those t h a t  were wont t o  touch the re in  t h e  time of 
K i n g  John before the w a r  be-twecn him and ?xis English barons.ll Unfortana-bely 
the nature o f  the ship8 w h i c ~ t o u c h e d  a t  IJew Rosa before the  barons w a r  i s  not 
specified. PLnally i n  1227 what &em t o  have been the policy adopted by 
the Kings of England for the r e s t  of  the middle ages came into f orce.13 
Wilkf an W s h a l l  (son of W i l l i a m  Marshall above) , was granted a l i cence  so  



t h a t  his ships with merchrtndi€M could freely go t o  h i s  port  of New Rosa, 
remain there and depar t  while other  shi s from Ireland and foreign parts 
would p l y  at Waterford. Again in 1230 P4 and in 1236 the King aent writs 
t o 3 t h  Irish j u a t i c i a r  ordering that all whipe except those from the Earl's 
land shall touch at Waterford and n o t  at New Ross, 'Phe 1236 writ stated 
that those going to New Ross or the Island j6 contrary t o  the  Xingla 
command d i d  s o  under pain of fo r fe i tu re .  T h i s  continued t o  be the 
punMmezlt inflicted on those who d i d  not comply with the  regulations at 
least  until the end of Edward's reign. 

For t h i r t y  years between 1236 and 1266 the  sources are silent conoerning 
the dispute between the two t o m .  s does not -ply that the 
reaidellCs of both t o m  were llving ce, EEI the complaint~l 
which emerged i n  1266 uncover an explosive si tuatLonmA In  that par the  
cit izens of  Waterford aent a deputation t o  England t o  complain t o  the K i n g  
about the malpractices of the burgesses of New Ross. The complaint waa a 
aerlous one - not only,wsre ships bypassing Waterford, but the men of New 
Ross were, by force of m, diverting trade t o  their own town. An enquiry 
which waa held Waterford on the sixth o f  December 1266 was the outcome o f  
this Phis enquiry revesled t h a t  acme forty ships had been 
arreated by the men of New Ross and forced t o  lana a t  that por t  t o  the 
de trinient of &he King and the  c i t y  of Waterf ord. It was probably as a 'seault 
of thia enquiry that, in 1267, the Lord Edwarrd iasued a general proclamation 
to  a l l n e r o h a n t s  and mstera of ships  who were not of  the  lands of William 
W a h a l l a  heirs and who came t o  Ireland with merchandise, warning that those 
who bypassed Waterford i n  favo of New Rosa or the Island could have their 

7 9  merchandise f o r f e i t  t o  the King. 

Edwe;rd the first reigned from 1272 t o  1307 tmd under him medieval 
administration may be said to hwe reached a high poink. Within t i m e  p a r a  
of '&a ac?cesaion he had taken steps to emure that city,Waterford , 
would not eu f f e r  by competing with New Ross for the lucrati~e wine tradeland 
that previous proclamations be upheld, In 1275 the s h e r r i f f  af Dublin was 
given official sanction t o  enter the U b e r t y  of Cmlow ( i n  which New Ross 
then stood - see note on Sources 24 & 25 below), to go to the  town of Mew 
Ross and take, as forfeit to tho King, all ships  with their wares and 
merchandise which had landed there  canGrar to t he  king's la 1 

51 !l?he 1267 prohibition was re-ieeued in 1277 and again in 129p. In April  of 
1292 a ship called the "Alice of H m w i ~ h ' ~  carrying 137 hogheada of wine was 
arrested at Wew Rossl by the sheriff  o f D u b l i n  on the ounds that it had 
bypaaaad Waterford contrary t o  the King's inhibi t ion,@ It was probably ae 
a r e su l t  of thLs event that the burgesses of Hew Ross s e t  $bout getting 
support f a r  an enquiry which was  held i n  November of 1292 concerning 
Waterfordki nonopoly. 

!Phree great Engl ish  magnates beoame involved on the  side of New Ross 
in thie dispute - Gilbert  de Glasa,  Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, W i l l i a m  
de Valence,Earl of Pembrohe,and Roger 13igod , E a r l  of Norfolk and Marshal of  
~ n g l a n d  .24 The involvement of de C l a m  and do Valence appears t o  have been 
the  result  of l e t t e r s  sent t o  them by the ~ g e s s e a  of IJew Ross, requesting 
thorn t o  p e t i t i q n  the  King concerning the monopoly held by Waterford. 
letters addresaed t o  these nagnates show how anxious the burgesses of New 
Ross were to gain support for the i r  cause, f o r  ne i ther  de Clare nor de 
Valence. had any jurisdiction over the town.25 The only association they had 
with the area was that they, together with the l a r d  of New Roaa, Roger Bigod, 
were tho mjor landholders i n  w h a t  wa the liberty of  Leimiter before its 
p w t i t i o n  among oo-heireaees i n  1247,'6 The burgesses of New Roae were 
mekin& the eupport of  these magnates on the  grounds that any injury t o  New 
Roes would a f f e c t  the r i g h t s  of the o ld  Liberty of  Leinster, p a r t  of which 



they held. I n  t h e i r  letter t o  de Clare the burgeases c l u e d  that the  
Liberty of L e i m t e r  was much in jured because the  King had forbidden ships t o  
come t o  New Rosa unless they o r  t h e i r  goods were of that town or o f  the 

In  t h e i r  l e t t e r  t o  W i l l i a m  de w l e n c e  they cle3ned t h a t  the 
rights recently acquired by Waterford danaged his franohiae of  exf ford.^' 
Clearly every e f f o r t  was being nade t o  muster up as auch support as possible 
for -their case. Although no record o r  l e t t e r  f rom the Burgesses to their 
tord,Roger Bigod, survives, they did i n  a l l  probabi l i ty  send a l e t t e r  to  him 
requesting t h a t  he petition the K i n g  on their  behalf. lfhe inquisition which 
was held i n  Dublin i n  IJovenber of 1292 investigated whether o r  not the  King 
should grant -to Roger Bi#d permission f o r  merchants and o thers  with ships az3d 
merchandise to touch a t  the E a r l t  s rLll of l k w  ~ o s a . ~ ~  The findings of t h i s  
i n q S s i t i o n  were in favour of Waterford retaining its nonopoly. Despite the 
fact t h a t  the burgesses of Hew Ross had the support of th ree  of  the most 
importent magnates in England, the E n g  still remained steadfast i n  his 
support  f o r  Waterford. 

During t h i s  inquisition it 'was clainad that the city of Waterford had not 
received its monopoly ri ts u n t i l  the t i n e  when Robert do Ufford was justiciar 
(i.e. 1267- 0 or 127L8l.r thus ignoring Waterfordis claim t o  a cbsrter f m m  
King Johnm3' Equally strange was tho  statement i n  the p e t i t i o n  of 1302 
whereby Roger Bigod again asked t h a t  ships should be allowed t o  land at New 
Boss with u t  hindramoe,31 aa on thLs occasion it waa claimed that Stephen 

38 Fzllbourrz w85  the i n s t i g a t o r  of Baterford' s monopoly r igh t s .  When the 
i nqu i s i t i on  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  was held i n  Waterford i n  1302-3, the 
jury c l ahed  t h a t  Stephen was the  m n  f r o n  whom the  c i t y  of Waterford received 
its monolopy on trade. Another strange feature of this enquiry w a s  that; the 
jury claimed, f o r  the first t i ne ,  t h a t  the l o s s  incurred to Waterford by 
allowing all manner of ships t o  go -to New Ross would, i n  f a c t ,  be coun-teri. " 

acted by the gain to the King and the t a m  of flew Ross. T h i s  was qua l i f i ed  
by the provision that custoas and priaage would bc paid, the implementation 
of which was acceptable t o  the Earl .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  those who gave 
evidence a t  the i nqu i s i t i on  must be questioned, f o r  they, l i k e  the  Ear1,clalmed 
that Stephen h l b o m  was the man responsible f o r  placing 'New Ross in a 
disadvantaged position, Aaong those who gave evidence the presence of two 
men ca l led  le Poer suggests t h a t  those ca l led  t o  t e s t i fy  a t  the inquisition 
were fron the  county of Waterford md, i n  all probebi l i ty ,  cared l i t t l e  f o r  
the welfare af the city. Indeed it is not beyond the realns of credulity 
t h a t  .those who gave evidence were i n  f a c t  bribed. When m consider what was 
at stake,any noney spent by e i t h e r  the burgesses 09 Bow Ross o r  the Earl could 
havo p i d  handsone dividends ff the findings of the inquisition were favourable 
towards New Boss. Despite the f ac t  that the i nqu i s i t i on  favoured Hew Rosa- 
the King d i d  not  pay much heed t o  its findings. Altho~@ the decision of the 
king concerning the  i nqu i s i t i on  of 1302-3 has not survived, it is clear that 
there was no change of  policy, f o r  the nonapoly r i g h t s  o f  Waterford were s t i l l  
a l ive  issue in  1339 *en the next m j o r  enquiry was held. 33 

Effectiveness of Watsrfordvs Monopoly : 

'Phe question which nust now be anmersd is how effective were the 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed on mew Ross during Edward's reign. G.EI.Orpen claims that 
the  constant repetition of the orders  f o r b i d d i n g  certain sh ips  frg$ landing 
at New Ross shows how successful ly  the King's orders were evaded. This 
i n t e rp re t a t i on  of  events is  not acceptable. Ihe advantage t o  be gained by 
ships going t o  Wew Ross i s  -that they were f ree  frers the levy of certain 
cus tom and priaage which weye col lected frm imports i n  the king's port of  
Waterford. It ahou d be noted t h a t  the rate a t  which these d u t i e s  were levied 
w a s  not very great.35 Those who stood t o  p r o f i t  nos t  from ship going to New 
Ross wore the burgeaees of  thet town and not the shipowners o r  traders. The 
1266 i nqu i s i t i on  p rows  th i s ,po in t fng  out t h a t  f o r t y  shipa were brought by 
force of  amas to New Ross. Clear ly  the nen of New Ross had more t o  gain from 



ships calling at their port  tha t  the unfortunate nastors arnd merchmta who were 
forced to go there. 36 

h e  cmmot de#y that the orders prevcating %he bypassing of Waterford were 
reissued but it would be an exaggeration t o  claiw. that t h i a  was a constant  
occurrema. Our sources provide us with on1 two occa ' o w  during Edwasdls ?t 48 reign on which %he oraer was reissued - 1277 7and 1291 . On the other hand, 
if the res t r ic t ion was too  eas i ly  side-stepped how does o m  account for the 
two p e t i t i o m  made by the lords of new R o s s  t o  Kin Edward to allow sh ippiag  

34 t o  go freely to New Boss ? The pe t i t i ons  of 1292 and 1302m show that the 
restriction on shipping going t o  New Xoss was in fact effective. if  this were 
not the case why were the lo rd  and burgesses of New Ross BO anxious t o  end 
Waterford s nonopoly ? 

D e s p i t e  the geogaph$ of the hwbour which made the bypassing af the  p& 
o f  Waterford a relatimly easy task,  I would nevertheless suggest .that evasion 
of the regulations was not practised t o  any great exten*. 1 e l  su re  that, 
had evasfon bean a o o m m  occurrence, t h e  King would ham cone t o  son@ 

, 

arrangeneat concerning the  collection of the p r L s e  of  wine and other dut ies ,  
especially when qp l a rds  of Xew Boss seen Co have been willing t o  
accomuodate h i m ,  Ihs number of ships bypassing the port  of Waferford nust 
also have been reduced by virtue of the f a c t  that i f  they were apprehended 
entering Mew Ross, their goods could be forfeit t o  the  king. Our sources tell 
ua of t h e e  occasions when posi t ive  a t t e q t s  were made t o  a r r e s t  ships which 
had bypassed Waterford contrary t o  the Kingr~ onIcr~.4~ I would suggest that 
the risks inwlved in going to New Rose were s o  great and the ultimate p r a f i t s  
so  anall, t h a t  raost merchants and s h i p  m s t e r s  were discouraged from breaking 
the regulations. Clearly it would be unwise t o  suggest t h a t  evasion of the 
regulations d i d  not take place, however it would be t o t a l l y  upfounded t o  
state that the  p~ohibition had l i t t l e  OP no e f f ec t .  Generally speaking, it 
asem t h a t  t he  King uaiatained and enforced the nonopoly rights o f  Waterford, 
thus helpfng the c i ty  t a  naintain its posi t ion as the greateat importer of 
wink in the colony. 
- -- -- - - - 
TABLE , showing custon coollected on w o o l , w o o ~ e l l s  and hiders exported from New 
Ross and Waterf ord between 1275 and 1322. (Ikon G.EacNiocail1, ap. c i t  . in ,  
Sourcea, p.527-526. These nay not be a complete record o f  exports dye to the 

Cus-tsn Collected 
between aria 

4/ 5 /I275 ll/ 4/1277 
16/ 4/ 1277 29/ 9/1278 
29/ 9/ 1278 13/10/1279 
29/ 9/ 1280 314 /1282# 

5/ 4/ 1282 15/10/128P 
.1/11/ 1286 2/EL/l287 
l/ll/ 1287 1/11/1288 
1/11/ 1289 l/11/1290 
1/U/ 1291 l/11/1291 
1/11/ 1292 1/11/1293 
l/ll/ 1293 l/ll/1294 
20/5/ 1297 1\11/1297 
1/1L/ 1297 7/ 6/1299 
21/ 5/ 1301 lo/ 6/1302 
10/ 5/ 1302 26/ 5/1303 
26/ 5/ 1303 30/1l/1303 
1.7 2/ 1331 29/10/1312 
12/10/1320 12/10/1322 

( * Approx. ) 



Conpetition for Exports: 

The Hew ~osrr/L7aterford dispute was concerned only with imports at o f f i c i a l  
l eve l  , as Waterford's nonopoly did not extend t o  goods leafing the harbour. 
The question we mst now answer is to what extent d i d  New Ross inpiwe upon 
Waterford's export -trade. If we base our judgenent of the colonyfa export 
trade on the cu~tons  r Q a l i P t  f o r  wool,woolfe'lle and h i d e s  we will note that 
between 1275 and 1292 TSew Ross was the g rea t e s t  exporter i n  the colaqy.43 
However, fron 1292 until the end of Edward's reign the figures reveal st great 
s i m i l a r i t y  betwee the quantity of exports leaving Waterford and thoas 
leavlng'lPew Ross.% Phe close proximity of lie. Rosa did not he lp  t o  increase 
Baterfordls share of the export trade, i% would howemr be incor rec t  t o  say 
that the c i t y  suffered by having t o  share with Ilew Ross, the Colony's closest 
harbour to Europe. Until1292 the coabincd quant i ty  oi wool a i d  hidsa 
exported fron both Bew Ross m d  Waterfor was greeter than the t o t a l  export&! 
fro* the other nine p o r t s  i n  the Colony.g5 The dominance in+fbe export trade 
hold b New Roas'and Vatexford was never seriousSy challenged during Edward's 
reign. 

g6 

llbe decline i n  exports suf'fered by the  port of Waterford in the  latter 
half of E d m d l s  reign was not  the reaul t  of i n t e r n 1  conpetition. Every port 
in the colony wL€h the exception of Drogheda e x p e r i e ~ ~ ~  a s W 1 a . r  decline i n  
exports. !I?& export fi es for Drogheda remined fairly camtant until the 
end of the U t h  centurYyNor indeed is the reason for the decline t o  be found 
in internal strife or other adverse conditions which night affect the wool and 
hide trade in Ireland. The decline can in all p r o b a b i l i t y  be accounted f o r  
by increased conpet i t ion fron English wool. The Eng1ieh.woo-l t r d e  suffered 
from an outbreak of a severe epidemic o f  scab m o n g  sheep fLocks in the 
1270's and 1280Is.48 Consequently on failing to f ind sufficient quanti$iers of  
wool  in,Engletnd, the wool uerchenta turned t o  Ireland in an attenpt t o .  
erupplemnt the reduced supply. In actual fact w h a t  Ireland was experiencing 
during the 1270's an8 128Urrs was an a r t i f i c i a l l y  Ugh denand for Irish wool. 
When the Ehglish wool trade began t o  recover during the 1290!s the denand fo r  
I r i s f i a roc l  fell dras t ica l ly  . TBe recovery of tho EngZiahwooltrarde.oan..be 
seen *on the cmtow revenue the King received *on wool and h i d e  exporta . . * .. 
there. In the p a r a  1286-1290 the sun recleivad *on the wool cuatom m a  
&43,801.18.9. w h i l e  the f igure fox the next four yeam was dS'46;256,T9.0. 49 
Although this represents only an increase of some iC2,455.0.3. it ww probably 
enough to accoun-t f o r  the decline in exports sustained by the Ir ish Wool o;nd 
hide exporting ports.  The reason the deucuid f o r  I r i sh  wool fell so 
dramatically in the 1 2 9 O r ~ y  be due to the qual i ty  of I r i sh  woof.. With the 
recdvarg of the English wool trade, t he  coaxse I r i s h  wool uould mn~ -longer 
~ompete. . 

Although competition frou New Ross d i d  not adversely &fect W a t m f ~ r d ' ~  
exports, the quantity of $he New Ross exports shows the great prosperity which 
that town was.enjoying. The nompoly rights held by Waterford did not In 
theory impinge upon exparts c o n i n g  frou Hew Ross, yet in practice, it nust 
have helped W~terford's exports. I would suggea-t; t ha t  Waterfordls export 
potential. vis+-vLs I h w  ROSS WQS a ided  by vtrtue of the fact that shipa. 
coning to.Wat.erford with such comodit ies  as wine did  n o t  return t o  the 
Continent onp;ty but laden with exports, thereby helping Waterford t o  Wnta3.n 
its position as the second best exporter in the colony. Given the prosperity 
of Bew Roas and Waterford, and the fact that both shared the sone harbour 
it i s  hardly surprising that an intense r iva l ry  existed between these  -two 
towns. Equally understandable, is the support aven  by Edwmd I to Waterford, 
despite the f ac t  that  throughout hls raign the town of Hew Roas had the 
backing of 13any influential. English nagnatea. It would be incorrect t o  c h i n  
howevor t ha t  Edward's support for.Waterford sested so l e ly  on -Luport auties 
which could'be gained fron the p o r t ,  We know t h a t  Roger Bigod was willing t o  
allow the co l l ec t i on  of cuatnus on inports if the ICing recowxi the b m  an- 



foreign ships going to llew ~oss '?  On the other bmxl i t  would be Give to 
suggest that % d m d  protect& Waterford purely out of loyalty t o  his city, 
beeewe i n  the fiml analpis  the p rosper i ty  of  the city affected the king - 
f o r  exmple,  a poverty stricken c o m t y  could not p q  its fasn, or' indeed, 
f u l f i l  timy of i ts obligation8 t o  the L;iag. IhxingInia reign, E w a d  1 
instigated m y  changes whcb helpcd to advance the trading pot&utLal of 
Yfatarford city. Perhaps his. greatest favour t o  Yraterfard was the change ho 
d4d not nnlre, By ~llowixq the c i t y  t o  mintain its ranopoly over trade 
entering Waterford hmbour he incremeti i t s  poeperi ty.  Adnittcdly he gained 
f r o n  that prosperity, the nature of this gain w i l l  be discussed in the next 
wection. 

Froa the f o r e g o i q  it would appear that mew Ross was e strorig challenger 
t a  %a-t;erford far the role of pxader city in t he  eouth-east m d  tihat the nain 
r m m n  for Watexford{q u 1 t L m t e  suoccss w w  the pa-tranage of Edward1 . It 
therefare senarfna to wander w h c t  t h ~  King had to gain from W a t e r f o d ,  
pa r t i cu l a r l y  as If his pofentidl incone on wine inparts t h o u g h  Waterford 

5!?d w a s  lost to hin n cus'cormt incone frou expor t s .  of  wool and hides w a s  
~ e n t e r  fron Bew Ross. IWe latiter is c l e w  fmn tho %able on Page 19 
but the King% l ~ s a  on the vine kmde needs further expl=ining. 

One a9 the nethods uaed to nssass the Plportatiun of Wine into Ireland 
in the aiddle ages was bnaod on whct was ccllad t h e  prim of wine. T h i s  w a s  
a t c ; ~  pcid t o  t h e  K i n g  and collected in YLW Roy21 ports fron every ship 
which unloaded a cargo of wjne. The prise wza levied by choosing for -the 
king one t o n  of wine fron before t h e  mat of the  ship axld one ton fron hebind 
the m a t .  fn o u r  records of the wiaa 2% wine ewxy bvo tons m e  equivalent 
to. cne shipload of wLne havtra entered %hc port. The quantity of wine 
iuported cannot be nssossa8,~a the s m ~  pr i se  was exncted from every ship 
regardless ci the quantity w w  c ~ r y i i l ~ .  However, when cwparing the record 
of  t h e  priae  o f  wine relat ing tcr Tizterford with tha t  of any other p o r t  we ~~t 
be vary ce,utious. The Waterfard fi ,~uros are elways eqximlent to only half of 
the actuo.1 prise of wine levied in tho port  of Wcterfard. The reason for 
thia is t:, be found in Henry 111 ' R chrter tlf 1232 which donfcmed upon the 
c i t y  the r igh t  t o  one of the tvra tons of win@ whLeP1 were taken as the  M q t s  
p r i m  o f  win6*5* Before we refer to the figures for t he  prise of wine we 
am t always m l t i p l y  thoso @ven f OT ',Jctarf ord by two. Accordingly we will 
find that f o r  the period 1269-1283 Waterford w a s  not a "very poor third'' but 
i n  f a c t  the 1ecidin.g inporter of wiae.S3 Although evidence r e l a t i n g  to the 
p i s @  o f  wtne does not ax i a t  for the Zcttcr p a r t  af Eilwmd's refgwwe casl 
nonetholesa sar with s m e  d o g e e  of certainty that Tkterford  retnkncd its lekd 
i n  the f i o l d  of wine islp~rts. In 1310, of t he  Wenty eight Irish sWpa 
carrying wine fron Bordeaux, the ucin part f roa  which rrins wa3 exported to 
Imlcna, thir teen of the ship8 miginal ly  c m e  *on Waterford and f i v e  each 
frou both Linerick and CoPk, Despite the fact the-t the destinction o f  these 
ships daes not appear on tho Bordcaux cus tom &ccounts, thosc c a d n g  f r o a  
Yiaksrford did  in a l l  p m b & b i l i t r  r o t m  t o  that  por t ,  suggesting that 
Viaterford retcined its b x d o r s h i p  in the field of wine bports throwbut 
Edncsdls r e i p ~ . ~ ~  Wc cannot crttribute tha position %terfmd held in the 
field of i;rports so le ly  t o  the r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed on Uew Ross's b p o r t  trade, 
Part of ?'Jatorfordfs succees uust suroly ILc! i n  the geogrephicaUy 
advantageous pos i t ion  02 its p o r t  which p l m e d  i t  closer  t o  the Eurupean 
aainlcnd t;hm my other por t  in the culoqy, 

Unless there are  othm itells of t r a e  which ham gone unrecorded, i t  sse-as 
t h a t  the Kingrs; patromge ~JP ! 'l~torford was based an other nolives. I mintrain 
that the win advantage Zdwa~d saw in Waterford was the f m i l i t y  wLth which 
his revonues could be co1leo;t;ed. In Hew Zoss end elsewhere tho E$ng re l ied  sn 
p d d  o f f i c i a l s  tn collect his various cmtois,t~Lls md l e d e s  - a s y s t e ~  open 



to nuch abuse,consequent appoel and l l t i @ t i o  Y'laterfordts charter pro%i.ded 
Tor such nonies to be collected by officials elected by the c i t izens  m d  it 
was pm% of the responsibility of t h ~ ?  i.kym, elcctcd annuallyg t o  emwe that 
this was dona without abussc of the i .  s m y  By the Icte 1'5th 
century this qysten appcms t o  haw becone quite af'ficiant, revenue being 
collected a n d  trmaferred to the myol cxchoquer wiYacsut undue effort on the 
par t  o f  raycil ~ f f i c i ~ l d m .  

T h i s  sptm could of course  hnve been ebused in turn, with thc Mayor md 
citizens providing false returns, FIov~ev~r, them were so=@ checks against 
t M s  as the Mayor and other officials wore mde personally responsible f o r  
the coll@clfon of revenue and c o ~ l d  be nade pay any shor t f a l l s  f r o ~ l  their own 
resourcca. The King had a f u r t h e r  s a x t i a n  agaLwt a m y ~ l  city defaulting 
on t a e ~  - he ~ o u l d  suspend their privi leges  a-12 l iber t ies ,  sending on 
offic'al t o  udn in i s t e r  .the c i t y  ou his behalf. $his heppened t o  Platerford in 
12755; 1285 ;u itil l28357and als. i n  1505. On the first two occgsions 
it was adxinistered by ValtePde la Hi?jr,sherriff of haterford md later 
eschca-imr o f  Ireland. On .the th i rd  occasion Bustace de la Poer seem to have 
taken over the  nauinistration. Tho exact effect of Chis ac t i on  by the Ury: 
on the citizens i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  csscss ad there appears tn b-e no surviving 
record 39 why such drestic cction PYS t:'kcri ngziw.t; the  ciiy. ISevrsefthelcas 
for nost of Edward's reign bds rcycnues sew tr, have been collectad 
efficdcntly, and the b ~ e a t e r  the mime of t r ~ d e  through Sjtztcrford the 
greater his incoue appears t o  ham been. . 

h81Idf-ed by !!atcrford rt that tiis. It conprieros a list cf special toll 
charges on comodi t ies  entering the e i t y ,  the revenue frun which o v a  a. 
poriod of f o m  years was t o  gs tovimds slxcngthenring the walls : 

"Grant t o  the bcififfs o;rd ].ten of 7z te r ford  , fo r  4 years fron 
tho feast of St. Pctcr &fi vinc1.tla noxt s n s r w r r i n  a id  of 
inclosing t h e i r  city, for the 5aprowacnt thercof,and the 
security of tho uen of ?arts r?(!jacent, of tho following 
quatons , m e l y :  - ficu onch s c m  02 whmt f o r  sale, &. ; each 
horse and nme, ox and cow,sulrl, id.; each hide of horse and 
rare, ax m a  COW, szlt o r  t w e d t  3d. each a m t  carrying 
nect,aalt or f x c s h , ~ ~ . ;  5 hop, &.; each snlrlon,fresh o r  
salt, id.. 10 shaep,g~ats or pi@ Id,; 10 fleeces, Id. ; e w h  
ZOO skins of sheep m d  goats &i. 5 each hundred skins of laubs, 

1 hams, rabbits,faxe~,cnts and squirrels, ~d.; each s e a  of 
c l o t h s ,  &.; each whale cloth, 3.; ecch hundred af linen cloth, 
cmvas, c l a th s  of  I r e lmd  , G?-Iowicl'1, a ~ d  worsted, Id. ; eech 
kogshend of wine and cinclcrs, l&, ; cnch a e u  of honey, Id. ; 
mch sack of woal,4d.; each truss u f  cloths brought by casts ,  
2d. ; enCh acm of cloth, Jr or" other  diverse md uinute 
w t i c l c s ,  &la; each bindred of  iron, &Im; f33ch swm o f  iron, 
&. ; each weight uP 1 c a r t ~ o c ~ l ,  Id, ; each cartload of tan, by 
the week, Id. ; @ w h  uarter of woc.d,2da ; 2,000 anions ?&I. ; ? U sheaves of garlic,&. ; each herrings, &I, ; cnch s e w  of 
fish,&. ; each 100 boards, -&. ; e m h  q.mlier o f  szlt, &I. ; ewh 
way of cbcose mil buttar,ld.; each cwtlctad of firewo~d and 
ca.ala,h.; by *he wcck; c m h  1,000 nnils, &I, ; ezch 100 

1 horse-show ond t i r e s  f o r  owts ,&.  ; each qu;r ter  of tan x!. ; 
gnah truse af my kind of w a r e s  axceodirig the value of 23.&l.; 
ecch LOO g ~ d s  of  steel,3fl. ezch hundredof Abordene Id .  ; J ecch hundred of  stoolcfisl,gd.; 10  stone o f  oanvc~,&. ; 10 
flqpns of oil ,&d.;  a d  mch silk-stone $6.; W d a k  tk-t 
%he cwton nforesc3-d uay be t@km f o r  IF' yems f r o s  the  feast . 
af St. Peter ad vincula nex t  ensui-fl.g,c.nd the t  on coupletion of 
this ten1 it shall cecse ' I ,  
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T - H E  E M E R Q E B C E  

This is an amended extract  from a atudy ent i t led,  
'!A Social and Economic Study 09 the Origin & Growth 
of Tramore, C o .Waterf oxdfl, by fiwt: T u r d  Year pupi ls  
of c ~B.s., Pramore - Nichael Clmke,l;iam Holland, 
Thorns Mooney,Michael Power and Cormac Treacy. 

Tramore today i s  a seaside r e so r t  and dormitory town f o r  Waterford,with 
a population of about 5,000 swelling i n  S ~ e r  to  about 30,000. I n  1659 
"Tramorefl townland had a population o f  ten and was second smallest i n  its 
parish, Drumcannon. T h i s  townland appears to-. haw nothing in i t  to  
encourage settlement - except the three miles of beech from which it got its 
name. It s t i l l  serves no important indus t r ia l  or commercial need. Could 
modern Tramore have emerged merely because of a sand-spit ? That i s  w h a t  
we t r i e d  to  decide. 

Beginnings : 

I n  the 60 years af ter  1659 the only mention we have found to  T r  ore i s  i n  
the published summaries o f  the papers o f  Lord Donerail,the landlord. I n  
these Tranore. i s  merely l i s t e d  anong the many townlands i n  his possession 
and there i a  no indication of any p a r t i  ulaf development &re nor i s  i t  shown 
on the f a i r l y  crude saps of the period.' The first indication of urban 
existence appears on a map of  17374 showing five s ty l i sed  houses here bear ng 5 the legend T'lown". T h i s  must have been an exaggeration, however, as Smith 
nine yeare l a t e r  i s  content with the  term ffvil lagell  and the phraag aone 
houses". Biter references suggest t ha t  this was a f ishing village lfut Smith 
makes no s p e c i f i c  reference t o  this,slmply describing Tramore a3 being " A 
village.. . . (being) i n  summertime a pleasant r e  t r e a t  f o r  the c i t izens  of 
Waterford and others who assemble he re  f o r  the purposes of the sal water". 
His map shows only a tower here, but this is explained by Pocacks,'in 1752 who 
t e l l s  us tha t  the Rev.Thomas of Lismore had recently bu i l t  here1'a turret.., 
with one large room up ,one pair of s t a i r s  snd great  dhnveniences under it". 

I n  the twenty f ive  years from 1752 two major fac tors  contributed to  the 
continued uae of T r m ~ r e  "for the purposes of the s a l t  water". One waa the  
publication i n  tha t  year of a t rans la t ion  of D r .  Russell 's  popular book " A 
disser ta t ion  concerning the use of sea water i n  diseases of the glandsf18. 
Secondly was the e ergence inb'aterford of a c lass  that bad grown rich on the 4 Uewfoundland trade and presumably had time and money enough to  be able to  
worry about the i r  ffglands". It wart robably these who wdre responsible f o r  the 
f a c t  t ha t  i n  1778 Taylor and Sk5merPo considered the road Prom Waterford t o  
Tramore t o  be of suf f ic ien t  importance to  show on t h e i r  ser ies  of individual 
road naps o f  Ireland. They also &ow about twelve houses. 

This map is  the first positive indicat ion we have had of where exactly 
Wanore began. The turret i s  not marked but the crude representation of 
houses shows about tw~lve  o f  then t o  be ia approximately the area of the 
present Lodge's corner where they could enjoy a goad elevated vlew o f  the bay 
without being too exposed t o  zurf o r  spray. This accords with loca l  t rad i t ion  
and with the continued presence of five Georgian houses there close t o  the 
entrance t o  the present Sweetbriar Estate ( t h i s  name nay go back t o  the 18th 
century). The fack tha t  these appear to  have teen served by a common gate- 
lodge seems t o  suggeat t ha t  they were bu i l t  by one individual t o  sell o r  
l e t .  

T h e m  then were the  beginnings of Tramore as revealed by the limited 
amount of evidence available. A dozen houses o r  so perched near the top of a 



h i l l  overlo~king a bay with little comercia1 potential seemed an 
unpromising start t o  the present t o m .  It might n1mr have developed had 
local  initLa-Live not csvailcd of outside influences to cause it t o  pow, 

The main o u t s i d e  i n f l uenc~  was none less than the.Prince of  Bales, 
( l a te r  George I V )  who in 17# bestowed ixiwelf on Brighton and suddenly sea 
b a t h i n g  befiae s i l l  the rage . The local inittativo was provided by a 
laterford bankor ca l l ed  Bartholomew Rivers who by 1793'1appears to have 
invaated heavily in what h? quppaaed to be the f tme af the area. I n  
imitation of  Brighton he build an rlssembly Roomsy2 f o r  the musentent of the 
Sweetbrfar res iderr t~ .  Their path to it forns the stra ight  l ine  from Lodgetu 
Carner t o  the f o o t  of Patrick Strsct where the sad remains of  this once 
f ashionablo building still stand. 

A necessary s t ep  in the dgvel-opnent o f  Trmor@ i n  days before 
superaarkets and deep-freezes was the establishment of a regular mket he,re, 
and this too Rivers did.12 To complete the Byenities he nay a l s o  have built 
a h o t e l  - perhaps the present Clrand 1 .  He seem t o  have anticipated 
the present amusement area by building an erabanhent a t  the  Back S k a n  t o  
hold back the sea, hut this was reported t o  have been in rrrina by 1824. 84 
A guide boak15 of 1805 describes Traore  at the turn of the century as being 
"on a declivity of hill.... bwil t  in a scattered imqplar manner but is 
dailjr improvLng.. . . . Several eLagmt small edifices with a hmdsome market 
house, assenbly r o o w  e tc .  have been b~5l t . . . . . '~  . Rivers i n  given full 
credi t  for this and f o r .  haying "diffused a laudable s p i r i t  o f  industry 
among the inhabi t a t s .  If 

!!!he bankruptcy o f  Rlvera t r r  1793"doae not seeu t o  have hindered the 
growth of  Trmore. Be don't have de-bai ls  of this growth aver the fo310wing 
twenty years but t he  establishmnt of two churches and a post office over 
t k d s  period probably added a d ~ g r e e  of  pernanence t o  the resort. The 
permanent population nay not have increaegd greatly to judge R o n  the Catholic 
marrrisge registers between 2793 and 1802 and few people may actually'have 
l i w d  in Trauore over the Vinter , T h i s  was  apparently the case i n  1814 when. 
the Rev. Coaka reported ''After the nonth o f  Qctober there i s  nothing... &-ti1 
t h e  begirmlng of t h e  June f o l l o w i n g t t ~  7, He gives the population then as 
almost r. thowand, but docs n o t  t e l l  us at what t h o  of the year. 

Over the following 17 years however, the population appears to. have 
t r i p l ed  reaching nearly 3,000 ( i t s  peak f o r  the Por t h i a  period 
we have quite a l o t  of detail about the physical davelopnent of T m r e  but 
l i t t l e  ,about t h e  people behid  it, In 1824 it could be described as !! A 
mat,wel l -buiB village " . l 9  By L818 n road branchi off the b d g e l s  Corner- 
Asaenbly Room axis ( ? .e. Summerbl l  & Patrick , w a s  lined with houses, 
g i ~ n g  the basis of the present bIairr Street.  *' Parhaps t h i s  was beoawe 
the p r d i o n t  kexc was less steep f o r  those preceeding t o  the i r  bathing boxes 
on the beachA7 (theqe boxes were here by 1814) and sonetine before 1 30 
accesa to the beach w a  irnproved by the  a d i t i o n  crf a 8 t o r m  w a l l  . 
the pramonade had not- ye t  been built, the bench i t s e l f  w a s  uasd f o r  %e@lm 
races which a r e  encouraged by tho proprietors of t h e  v i l l age t t14  

Y!erd ILke t o  ?+mow more about  tha activities of those anonpow 
t lp rop r io to r s t r .  The a ~ t u z d  o m r  of iPranorc a t  the tine wm Lord ~oneraile*'  
who b u i l t  a new walled market place22(ekLll. standing behind the G r a n d  ~ o t o l )  . 
Whether he was involved in the rapid dcvelopnent of the lower part  o f  
'Pramre we d o n t t  h o w  but m.t alone had tbc Strasld Stree t  area been built 
between 1818 and 1830 but new m a d s  had appeared to ssxvics it, Over the next 
few yews indeed a new road was loid to T m o r c  f r o u  Yiatorfmd, s o  +hat 
t t g e a t  fac i l i t i es  of  intercourse with that city arc afforded by nmerorra 
vehiclesll -22 



: Tmplor 3 Ckfnnerfs h o d  Y8pe. The 8mw11 
a of the ori$ln~l m ~ k e s  l o c a t l o n  of these  
ee difficult, r n y t i c u l r r l p  0 8  there sunears 
rove been only one road .  

1819: Grand Jurv X o p .  Grrw+h of Trarnn?P since 
1778 obv ious .  Ihe a r n s l l  scale in the o r i ? l o o l  
makes It d f f f i e u l t  to trfice t h e  a t r e e t  patterns  
occurotslg. 

1 - 
01 Boundary Survey Map. 'Ince the ar ip lna l  
only deecrlbed 0s a sketch mmp the  d e t a i l e  
not  be rccura te .  However, there seema t o  

e been l i t t l e  expanatan s ince 1619. 

I 
1840: Sfx- inch '0.3. Map. 'hi6 i a  the  firet 
accurate and d a t r l l e c  mrp olthouph from it the 
populstlon changes mentioned in the t ex t  do 
not emerge. 





Vaxious ias t i tu t ions  had followed this cxpas9i~n so that by the mZd 
thirties TramOre not only had its two churches, but alas homes (still extant), 
a d-lsgensary, a p o l i c e  Wracks, a o s t  offfce, a petty ~esrs ions  court, and 
" a n y  comfortable  lodging h o ~ s e s ' ~ . ~ '  To -g,no doubt, the mture of !&anore 
seemed secure - but troubled tiraes lay ahead. 

S tmrggle for survival, 'L84.O- 70. 

~eais~~~ublishad in 1837 gives no hint o f  these troubles. He refers to 
M r .  RLvers' hotel as bcing "on an elevated s i t e  above the xLl1.agefT. F~urteen 
years la-ter t h i s  yillage had disappeared, as had the entire population at the 
t o p  of the t o m  in the area w o u n d  the Catholic chur~h.~g Possibly the 
fetmkne was $0 b l a m  fox th i s ,  but wen before the f-e a dranatic decline 
in population had begun. In the decade up t o  1842 the population of Tramore 
lttawn'f dropped by half, fall ing from 2,224 in 1831 t o  1,120 i n  1841.23 What 
was k,ppclzing ? . 

In brief, we don't bow.  Changes in townZnd bouzldmies do not aoaqunt 
fir the drop a2~hmgh they may account fa? some mtnor face-ts of it. It is 
o f  course possSle that the censlla of 1841 and of 1851 coincided with very 
bad weather so that 'chose who n o r ~ ~ l l l y  resided in WaterSord stayed at horn?. 
However, tkA.s. can hardly have continued over each o f  the next six cenatlsas 
which record a progressive decline s that by 1911 aver 94i'enti~e axea Q? 
Tramre there were only 1,644 peoplee4, about half the 1831 population. Phe 
famine may haw edded to -this declirie but it seem to us Gost l ik~&y that 
the. for tunes of Tramare were scr linked with the fortunes of Waterf ord W t y  
and hinterls-nd'tklat any decline there mamt an immediate cutting-back on the 
Luxury of a Tramore residence. Certainly the Mewfotllldlmd traUe herd declined 
by the 18.40ts but as an economic history of Waterford at this pe~iod does not 
seen t o  .have7 been written, the exwilt expalamtbm. fo r  the decline of T r m o ~ e  
must remain.a-makter of speculation. . - 

Wha-bwr happcncd 5s. not apparent iron the O.S.Idap of 1 ~ 4 1 . ~ ~  13y then 
a Methoaist chapel had been added and sn Anglican School as well w a b~ths. 
Somethzes afterwards the homes along Priests Road were added although it is 
h~fd-.'cp reconcile th&e f L n -  reMdences with c declining population, The 
oveh?ll. population of IPrsnore incrcascd very slightly between 1841 and 1851 
'out obviously some very s t r o n g  social. forces were at work t?mt eatfre 
populations disappenred es recounted above. The inp;licatiow i n  the early 
1850's would seen t o  have beenthct  if some drast ic  steps ware not taken to 
aa9egwrd investment i i ~  Trmare,  all. would be lost, 

In %he early 1850's the first steps were taken, ltwgely by Local 
businessman. They collected 6275,000 Co build a railway from W ~ b r f o r d  t o *  
Wanore. It w ~ s  opemd.in 1853. To encourage now homing in 'framorc the 
railway company offered to carry all building nateriels free and 
b w n g  a house i n  !hanore was given n free five year railway pass %bzw 
preauaably, I t  was kiopsd to rexLvc '%ramore. The s c b m  was not a 
apectrxular success however, While 52 new howas were built over the next 
ei&t years the popu la t i on  barely increased between 1851 and 1861 - f roa  
2? 245 t o  2,565 mil-by 1871 it was s t i l l a  only 2, ~ 9 . ~ ~  Rewrtheless this 
nodest increase in the populat ion figures would probablx have been ~ ? e p l a w d  
by a drastic decreasc were it not f o r  the ra i lway .  

Crtnclwi on: 

CouLd Tramore have emrged merely because of  a sand s p i t  ? T h i s ,  we 
have decided is only partly true. The first houses were sited t o  enjoy the 
proapeat of the scenic bay. Praxi~tg t o  a pmsperous Waterford m a  another 
very Wport-t factor, Most inportant, hwe,ver, i s  the in i t ia t ive  by 





Pew warkhmse records f o r  County ',Yetesford are available f ~ r  
consultation. I have t he re fo re  availed of  an oppor tuni ty  t o  in3pec-b 
a "Fine EIimte 130ak" for Kihmcthomas Union t o  mnhe t h e  following 
notes . 

The book conaists of weekly workbauae atr,ids8ics rmming from 
10th A p r i l  t o  4th Oct., 1875 along with SU,-~~B of eorrespandenae 
from tbie Poor Law CommLssismers, minutes of  meetings of the Board af 
Guarrfiam asld rtports f ~ o m  doctors, inspectors and from the wo~khcpuse 
m s t e r  whoae name does zat c p p e e .  F r o m  hie reparts it i s  passiblc 
t o  get an insight in to  thi clay-to-day prablems in runnir~e; a m a 1  
workhouse in this rolctively prosperous period for agriculture, The 
capacity of the workhouse was 562 but the average number of inmetas 
v i a 3  about 140. AMut 200 others were .@.van outdoor relief. 

The nast frcqucnt i t e m  t o  appear in the masterts reports  e r e  
requests from female im~tcs  for clothes Co enable them to lerve the 
worlrhourre. Tho Boerd gemra l ly  grants about lo/- worth o f  clothes 
although some applicants are turned dam without lam-kion. k 
rcndom s e l e c t i o n  from %he Xastcrls r e p o r t s  with the ~ o c r d i s  
decision given in brackets) : - 

Received, G passage certificate ctld order for lo/- for John H~yes, 
zn ima-te, froa h i s  father who is in America. The b y  w i l l  require 
some assistance f r o n  t h e  Gumdims. (20/- g a t e d ) .  

'#hen changing the clothes of the old men of  the house found on the 
clething of Terence KcDanne11 E 4 .  ghat is to be done with the 
money ? ( ~ o c i s i o n  here n o t  c l ew  - "EdccDamell to be admitted 
by way of loanf') . 
The clocks belor?gkng to the estahlishnent require cleaning m d  
repairs. (TO be repcired). 

Mary Mulochy of KnacEnnahon is willing t o  -taka the foundling child 
son t  i n t o  %ha Home by the Rclieviag Off5cer. [~cfused) 

On Wednesday evedng lwt imate, Bridget Tracey, struck h i m  wi i21  
a quart and cut  h i m  f o r  preventing her l e w i n g  night prayers. Gave 
her in charge to the police.  She was eomnitted t o  g a o l  for a 
month ( ~ ~ ~ r o v e d ) .  

Medical Officer recornends the healthy ima-t;e~ g e t  potatoes three tines 
a week, ( ~ m c t i o n c d .  ) 

Some estimte of the average workhouse diet at this period may 
be m a d e  from the food ordered f o r  this avcs~gc week (3ra to 10th ~ulyj 
f o r  136 imctes: 1010 I b s  b r e ~ d ,  95 Ibs beef, 6 heads, 810 quarts 
milk, 112 lbs. sugar, 1 doz eggs, 8 do2 bear (!) a d  5 doz. wino (!!). 
The las t  two  nay have been sow oonsolat iom to t h ~  paupers for the 
lack of meat oxld eggs. 



Introduction: 

The inauguration 0-9 the  Waterford UnLted Trades and Labour Council in 1909, I 

which was the centrepiece of Labour actiri--Lies between 1908 and 1914, w a s  p a r t  
of a general swing t o w a r d s  radicalism affecting organised labour all over 
Ireland at this tine. Following the disappointments of the late 1890'8, the 
unions fn Waterford reflected the quietisn of the novment nativmfly. It ia 

I 
extremely unlikely that they would ham bad the capecity to reslrme the offensive 
had it not been f o r  tbe inpetus generated by events in Belfast,Cork, and 
13hli.n. IPhese ia W n  had lwgely  been 4ziggexad off by the presence of one man, 

I 

Jams LaFkLn. Writing about; the pragm.t;ic comematima o f  the trade union 
m o v e w n t  during the eesly years of  this century, Charles NcCmthy goes OD t o  
conmen-t about the years a f t e r  1907 : 

''But the following y e a r  there was I;$;t?d.n m d  Belfast, there was the new 
unionism wriving in Ireland a gonexatiorr late, and there w a a  w h a t  amounted t o  2 
civil revolt rather than a trade union strrike, a sudden ups-mge of feeling in 
response t o  the strike orgwiser; A n d  all at once a new dinernion was given t o  
trade m i o n  &faip..., there was nevertheless in a11 this tvomething difficult 
t o  denxi the aoc i a l i sn  of the new endeavour, its pro le ta r ian  character, and %he 
sheer demagogic mmittnent pf Lark5.n t o  the iqrovenent of the lot of the 
unskilled and the deprivedu, 

* 2 
New u g i o n i m  , or Lwktnism, as it was sore approprTately called i n  

Ireland, expressed itself chiefly in terns of %he extension of trade u n i o n l a  
t o  the unskilled, and previously m o r g d s e d , w o r k e r s .  kt the role of the 
a g i t a t o r  was its hal-k. It was to h b  the t  the eaployer mostly objected, 
advocating as he did not only a nore extensive and rigorous application of 
-hado union practices, but social %dew snd a noy~ concept of the m l e  of the 
Labour novenen%*in socicty and politics. After' 1910, the enthuslastit? re~eption 
of Syndicalis-b ideas in Brllcain dispatched ripples of radicnlim across 
StaGeorgels Chrmc'L. Together with the espousal of indtlslzt&l un ion i sm by the 
I.lr.Gat;7eU. they contributed rsignificantly to the gcowilq nonentun of k b ~ u r .  
Bevertheless,Redmondism reuained a powerful force in b a l e  union circles  - most  

! i 
especially in Vatsrford - and the new depwture did not elininate its influence. 

Since its famatian in 1890t thc Vaterford Pcdemted Trades and Labour Unian 
hcd from time t o  tiue addressed itself to t h e  urgent social problems w i t h  which 
the city w a s  beset. The chief of these wore unelaploynent and housing. An idea 
of the extent of  poverty in Waterford at the of the century can be pasped 
from the fol lowing tnblesm3 

The Nmbers in receipt  of relief i n  Vaterford C i t y  1892-1896: 

Indoor : 
Outdoor : 

TOTAL: . 

Expendiixre of the Uaterford Union on Outdoor Relief '1892-1896: 



b o n a h r i n g  that %he populatian of the city in 1895 m a  20,852 souls4, the size 
of  the gxoblen can be appreciated. Rowever, the influence of the &bow 
~ v @ E E E I ~  in * U s  area was very limited. !Phi notfun that workera aught t o  tackle 
social deprivation through induatrirl action onLj cane with Janes Larkin and czs 

'yet  w m  a coaccpt foreign t n  trade unionists. 

The fim corsnittuent of the unions to co-operation rather than confrontation 
.was as much a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  psyche as their conviction i n  the necessity af free 
labour orgaaisation. The introduction t o  the  report  o f  the Fourth Annual I r i s h  
Trade Union Congress, w h i c h  was held in Y ~ t e r f o r d  in 1897, Lllustrates the mood 
.of  t rade u n i o n i s n  at this tine. I t s  author, P.J.Leo declared tha t  the C o n g r e e ~  

shown Yne enployern that though representfag such a powerful army bf 
,workers as 50,000 nen, that the densnds set forth are just and reasonable-bbth; '  
that the ~epreeentatives of the workers o f  Ire'iand are tolerant; and broadminded; 
that thefr notto is "Defence not Defiance"; that the object of @wry trades 
Congress is t o  pronoteeand cultivate better re1ni;iam between the enployer and 
eaployee, md t o  such an extent has this bacn appreciated and understood in the 
c i t y  02 the Urbs Intacta that "-those who c m e  to laugh rewained to pray " 5 

The concern to  win recogdt ion  f o r  its tolerance and r e spec t ab i l i t y  w a s  
clearly shown in the proceedings of t he  Congress, which opened on Uonday the 7th 
of June at 10.00 a,% 

"Shortly after ten o'clock, when the delegates were a11 i n  t h e i r  places, 
the Mayor of Vaterford entered Sn state, attend& by his avrolpd and a c e  hewers, 
and accompanied by (.E procession of Aldemt.n,Comcillors, and local notables), 
for the purpose of extending t o  the Congress a hearty welcone to  Vatexford. AB 
the civic party took t he i r  seats upon t he  p l&t fo rd  they were w m l y  greeted by 
the delegatescf .= 
One nember o f  the nunicipal representatives encapsulated the sentinents of  
a igwtor ies  and delegates al ike when hc saTd, 

"If carr ied an i n  a s p i r i t  of 'tolerction, neeti a l i k e  that would resu1"i 
in an essential benefit to employers and eaployces"fhear,hcar). There was 
nothing i n  their qendn paper tha% ~,ny euploycr could object  t o  (hear,hear)".7 

The presence of the civic group was evidently very much appreciated by the 
Congress. I11 seconding n motion of -thanks to tho Xayor and his party, a Bel-Past 
delegate explained why. 

r' ( ~ e )  thought it was a raatter f o r  c o w a t u l e t i o n  that the chief ~fa@strkte 
of  Yaterford c m e  there in bis official. capacity t o  welcom tho Congress (hem, 
hear), They k m w  how nen in repreaen%ativc positions wcre very liable t o  f o m  
wrong ccinc;luslom of  the  proceedings o f  warkingten; but if they looked t h r o w  
the agenda they would see that they were not  tbcrc i n  antagonisn t o  any class, 
Isut t o  f u r t h e r  their o m  interests , arid chin justice for thenaelvesfrm8 
&panding on this theze, P.J.Leo outl ined his vision o f  future labour 
develapment 3.n the Congeas report. 

W i t h  the powfry: intelligence o f  $ 1 ~  workers of Ireland and consequent' 
eqansion of ttscix idees  regarding their  duties and r e spons ib i l i t i e s ,  a b e t t e r  
feeling is ccrtain t o  prevail between c a p i t e l  asld labam, and the old tine-worn 
and barbarow methods of strikes w i l l  soon becane so  obsolete as the bnd-loon 
ox the flint-lock. Ebutual confidence and mtual self-rljepect are bath 
inportant f a c t o r s  i n  bringing about this riuch desired end. Trades Unionisrn is 
~llarchLng rapidly on the road of progre5s;  r i ts  i n f l u e u c ~  is f e l t  in every land, 
and is as baundless as the ocean, and its power, i f  used judiciously, is as 
irresiatable es the waves that break upon our shores."9 



Liew Unionism and Lerkin: 

The flme of new Unionisu wes 1d.t i n  Watcrford on Wednesday the 14th 09 
Octaber 19.08, ~ - t ;  a meting in the Ciey Hall. The pu=poac df thceneet ing was 
tihe orga&is&ion of  dockers, and the =in sge8km wets t-o be Jams L@5q,then. 
an o f f i c i z l  of the Llverpool based l h t i o n n l  Union of Dock Labowem. -kin 
had alremy org&sed dock workers in Belfmt and C orlc. E s  &vent in Waterford 
was r e w e d  wikh p e c k  interest  by ~ 1 1  sections of t h e  conr;nurity, .The 
i issmbly Roan w a s  packed t o  cepacity, the c~awds spilling gut onto the W l l .  
The aatabl.fsfinan.t too, were thcrc ki stTefqth. Thc High Sherrif  of the C i t y  
prmiMd, . a d  six other neabers uf tha Carporatiun e a t  on the platforn along 
M2;h the President of the Wacs an13 Labour Union. In addition an unuaual 
nmber of politicimm end busincssaen occupied the f ront  rows.li Xgaewr, .in 
nan;r r e s p c t s .  this was quite nornal. Pol i t icZas  and a f e w  enployera, had 
alwagra Ukcd to iderttify themelves with the working classes. The attendance of 
so many of then revecled a synpathy with labouring nen, but also a.desire to 
show Er.Lmkin that h m a d o u s  re la t ions  prevciled between the c1css.e~ in 
Wat&rfard, and whilst his ideas Lzad sone c o r i t ,  them wzs l i t t l e  need Por the2 
here. 



In 1909, the W.P.T.L,U. canvmwxl the idea of fsraLag a proper t r ~ 4 a s  
counc i l ,  and net with a favowable.r~cponse. The Uayday c e l e b r a t i o n s  were weJ.1 
suppor ted  that year, amd i t  -was at  n zleeting t h ~ t  night that the p roposa l  w m  
formllg rzede public. Although Labaur w a s  beginning t o  flax its nuscles, i t  
was not done without the  benign assisthnce of  -the R ~ o n d i t e s ,  The inprimitur 
of Radwondiau was clezrly v i s ib l e  In the proceedin@, Thc usual quota sf 
c i t y  councillox~ and d i , m t o r i @ s  adornod the pla t foru ,  (Ikrkin wets invited but 
had te1ep;rmed h i s  apologies), and i n  his uayora l  address i~ld.r;'lhlttle g w e  
his encouragezlent to a new depwturc th~t  mas uviaentlg not intendad t o  be all 
that different frou old Urxionisn. 

l l lFentlme~ let you not  be aervslw abcrut t h i a  thing. (The setting up +of ..a 
trades council J . I know that sonetines there is an idea  i n  the winds of the 
s k i l l e d  and unskilled labourers t h ~ t  if they attend a nesting of this Hnd 
they w i l l  be ~ lmked by t he i r  enployem. Ta ny rind, I think that the 
enpluyors w i l l  have nore regard and rasqect f o r  nen who attend a e e t i n g ~  of. 
this kind 85id u n i t e  a$ one TSUI to d o  juBtice t o  011 oancernad,tf~~ 

The remLution t o  fo rn  a trades couucil was duly pwsed by the wsenbly. 
The imugwal u e e t i n g  of the meterford Uni-ted Trades Etnd Lebour Council took 
place on Mom3ay the 24th of  Elsy a t  Ro,0 Qallybrickcn, the hone of Nichael 
OfConnor, Brmch S e c ~ e t ~ x y  of the AnQp.aated Society of Railway Servan%s - 
a union that had long been advocating this =we. Dela~ates f roa  the 
following bodiw w s r e  present: the 17,B,T,L.U,, the A.S.R.S.,  The D-rapers 
Asslstanta Association, the Typgraphical !;ssocintion, the b .S . Tailors and 
TaiZoresses,  the Posticns Union, t h e  O tonecutters Society, the Coopers Society, 
the A.S . Corkcutters , the L.S. Pipamkers , the Bailway C3leE.k~ Association, 
the h.3. Coaohtrakcrs, the Cabinet Xakers Society and the Bridge ArtifWes 

The I.T.G.W.U., the A S .  Ccrpentcrs end Jcriners, the Ancient W l d  
of Ixlcorp~rated Brick and. Stone Layers, t h e  Gxacarstjissistants Associatian, and 
the ITaticsnaX Federal Union of Bakers asd C~nfectioners, were repmscnted at 
neetings later an i n  the year. 

If tho catalogue o f  unions bears a stxong resmblsace to t ha t  09 the 
W.F.T.L.U. in the  18Wt8, the  n e w  trades c o m ~ c i l  was ct l e e s t  prepaxed t o  take 
up Labour grievances with a good deal nore ~ L ~ o u r ,  and wns f i r n l y  couuittBd TXI 
a cb~pre~ensive extension of u n i o o  umbership. The council c m v z ~ s e d  variow 
local groups, including the Corporat ion , the I r i s h  Indwtrial  Develapmnt 
Assoc i a t i on ,  and the U a t e d  Irish Leaguet t o  support the Fair Wapa Resolution, 
tben beim debated in Farlicnent. It also peti t ianec!  John Rodnod M.P. t o  have 
Che Sunday Observance 1kc-t applied to the  hole of  Irelaoil, E& part  of its 
cmqcign %a lxiac Emday work f o r  c o ~ l - f i l l e r s  maedm19 Local issues were taken 
up w i t h  t h e  Co~poratim i n  EL noak concerted wzy, md pract ical  propoael8,such 
as the establishucnt of z. coal m d  boot funcl, and the 7rmia ion  of playground@ 
m d  open spccea, were presented t o  the City Council in EII effort t o  inprove 
working clws li-vtng condit ions.  Thc o ld  chestnuts of tile sele of breed and 
coal by weight were t&m up - e t h  the sme o l d  xesul+a the councillors 
mxed syup3;theli.c and t h e n  referred the ra t te r  to thei~ legrl adviaore, or a 
sub-couxittec, where i t  was convuniently fortrotten about. 

The Wades C o u i i c i l m t  wLth Iinited success in them cmpaigm but i t s  
in i t i a t ive  on the i ndus t r i a l  Sront; was zuch uore spectacular. It was 1910 
before tho  efforts to inprove w a g e s  and organisation really begen in emnest. 
lit a neetine i n  J ~ U & ~  ths council agreed t c  ask -kin, now with t h e  
I.T.Q.W.U., and Con 0 7 L e b c ,  an official of tho Irish Drr-gerrs,Assistaqts 
AssociatSon, to cone to Watcrforcl t o  o r w a e  non-union labour on the docks di 
in the drapers shops. OILehme adcl~essad a met ing i n  tha City Hall on the 
30th of the month at which he stated thzt h i s  associetion had over 120 fully paid 
up ambers i n  W~t~rford, but that them ware s t i l l  about 100 a s s i s t z n t s  outside 
the ~nion.*'~tteu~ts to inprone or;e.r&mtion on the docks net with very ~ t r o a  



reaiatance frou the ~!tl?ldytrs - pr-kiculcr ly  Edwcrd Nurpbg, a coa l  mrctaaint. 
In 1911 the' s i tuat ioa.  becam nore favowabk and in kugu3-t of that  year 
P.T. D ~ l y  succeedad i n  refoMng the IaT.G.BsUm branch aad i n  enrolling new 
mnbers. The branch extended its n~mbership to inclucle cartcrs as we11 as 
dackars. NLchael OrQannor was appointed pes t  tiw secxetnrry, and fu l l -  t i ne  
secretary i n  1913,22 But s t r ikes  were the engine of nw d o n i s o ;  it was the 
iniluatrial unrcst af 1311 tkt wrenched the Labour novemnt o u t  of  its old  
way$. 1911 was the pivotal yew, t h a t  altered the =-hare of 'the novenent in 
Watarford. It was not the end of old unionisn, but w e s  very definately the 
bogkmiq  of  t h e  new, 

1911: The !I!wniyq, Point: 

The action of the d a c k c r ~  axla tr~ll lspart  workers in Britain had a bllg 
inpact on Waterpord in LgZl.. The prcvioua yew tho veteran labour leader 
Ton lkm, recently impired  by E'reach syndicalim, had returned to England and 
ancoun-t;ered n surgrfeingly enthusiastic reccgtian t o  idus tz ia l  unionism song 
t m d e  union leaders and umber; alike. Syndicalisn defined indusrCria1 unreat 
in class tarns Euld saw the strike weapon as a;n i~ ipor t - t  p o l i t i o a l  inst~unent. 
Whtlst not accepting all of its inp'lications, the workers imediately grwped 
the  practical advantages of this theory. Thc f5xs-t salvo in the new class wax 
was fired by nenbors of - t ; h  Scmens' Fireneat U a i ~ p .  who refwed t o  
operate tho S.8. Olpgic, the largest liner then afloat, as she lay in 
S outhaupton ready for. her r e twn  v o ~ &  t o  New York. On June the L4th the 
mian  as a whale took up tha denand far wage increases, and the s t r ike  w a s  
declrned mrkiona.1,- The stoppage was fully supported by the gatexford Ilracles 
Council, and the port workers exprassed thir s o l i d m i t y  eind refused t o  handle 
diverted vessela. Although Waterford playcd but a v c ~ y  s m U  p a r t  in the 
Seanen's.rsictory, the success and speed with which i t  was @ b e d  infused a new 
s p i r i t  in to  the city, bring in^; Waterford aueh e l o ~ e r  in to  l ine  with thc naia- 
strew of Wmtrial unionisn. Mi'l5t;ancy qu&ckly spmad t o  3 thw seetiom. 
Tonr8annfa achievment in welding thc carters and dockers of  Live~pa'L into an 
efficient strike forfie arm one 02 the inapfrations tbt induced the Waterford 
oarters t o  join the I.T.G.W.U. at this tine.23 

However, the v o s t  inportm-k develtspmat fn Praterford tha t  yea r  w a '  ' . 
undoubtedly %he B a i l  Str ike .  There were i n  f a c t  two strikes, of which  the 
second wag the mre significant. On the L8th o f  A u g W t ,  faced with nom-€ing 
presswe fro= their own 1;1eC1'oaro, t h e  A.3 'R.3.  executive declared a national 
strike i n  protest against the inadoquaoies 3f the Corrcilintion Board end the 
tardinass of the Railway G m p m r i o s  in dealing wLEh the trentw grievances. The 
i n t c m n t i o n  of Lloyd George, who a2pealod f o r  national unity in a W e  af 
o r i s i s  (the Agadir affair tbreetened t o  ' b i n s  f3Pittxi.n inta w a r  with ~ernaqy) ,  
brought aka% sr canpronise settlencnt Pvbthb two days. The secmd dispute ,  
which ww a pmaly Irish one, broke out on tha 11th of Septenber. The cause 
of the trouble stenncd fxou the refuscl of workers in Kingsbridge to handla 
goads from a strike-hound t inber yoSd in BubLin: The ncn in qusation were 
imadiately disnissed by t h e  Great Gout lcrn and Vbstorn R~ltlwry Coupany, & 
the X.S.B.S. struck in support of their rc-instateuent. One hundred 
railmyuen in Waterford were &fectcd. 

This str ike ua~ovored a side of the city thzt had Long been mbuaergod - so 
long thct mq thought it did'nt sxigt. Thc workers rallied round the 
rcilwaynen, fully convinced of the lei,;ltimcy of.%h@ initral action taken nt 
IXngsbridge. Indeed they themelves resorted t o  spi~ethc  tic action on one 
occ'asion - when goods wem diverted by barge fro11 the G.S. l& W.R. narshalling 
ywds at 13cwratht to the Great Westcrn j e t  y, the G.V.R. dockers, a l l  nenbers . 
of the I .T.G.V.U. rofuead t o  handle Weu.22 By contrast, the establisbent saw 
the affair as a very grave challenge to  the existing systeu of things. In 
their  eyes the s p p a t h e t i c  strike wcs whzt the nedievcl church c d l e d  a 
novclty and synenoaous w-i-t;h mwchisn. B,P.Rpn illustrotxis the  nature of the 
oultme shock . 
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''To the enployera these articles of faith end practice, so  far ka they 
seriously cowidere& then at all, werc not only revolutioular.3f-, but incoupre- 
herisible. They regarded the soc i a l  and industrial systen they W!mw...czs par t  ---- - 
of  the order of nature:..,. Porkers aw co-aperetors and cont;rolfers of Lndustrg. 
wqa gonethi. outside the ran@ 0.f their conaciousricss, but $hey could understand 
~ d r k i n g  nen"t:and t o  sane. extent eves.,!. wor- wonen) d e s i r i n g  nore wages, f o r  
f rorz tjm. ta 't$e -?-bey bad cone up a@&Wt. this' hunger of -the pro le t a s f  at. But 
thcire yvaa 9 r e g d m  wax. to , prevent these dwands, and if ever the wilful. and 
wantan"expedien-t; of a s4xLke:was to be.forced, it should of course be bna due - 
f c t q   kc a, na$ignel. or g.nperial decZasntion of war after dip lomta  and 
negotiafors had fail-ed. Yhe svdden ".syxpa-thetic strikeft ,  tlre inpudent refusal 
t& handle. "-t%&ed gobds", and a715 such ncthcxb of r71mkin i~n1'  and Connollyisn, 
were- pn a par Wth ccaqspiracy . and w s ~ m s ~ ~ t i o n .  1~26 

There is no doubt but that the p c s s ,  politicitzns, and the authorities 
over-reacted, , .. o s s 1 ; y .  overestiaating the threat which they detected in We 
dispute. The worst *tame of this occurred on IYidcy the 22nd of September 
(by wkL~h tine the erd of, the strike was in sight), when pollce and aaldieP8 
backed .by a troop of dragoogs blocked the route 09 a strike procession,forcing2 
t j~e  w n  to dispe~?e, wbAch they diaJ P@8~~ably.27 &an 'the beghmlng t h e  press 
had atrongly shdempd the strike. Articles w e r e  published debating t ke  
question o f ' . s ~ a t h e t i c  action, concluding f a r  the nost p a r t  that it was inspired 
by '%socialis..tie a d  B r i t i s h  Labouristic ideas,$hat it w a s  fo re ign  to Irelaad; 
wldoirg23+e wvxk.vf k n e l l ;  repelling i n v e s m n t  eLYd danaging the praspscta of 
Horse R u l e  by showing the Unionists th2t the Irish were u&it  t o  govern then- 
selves. &m this point O ~ W E ~ ~ E E  Z d i t o r i a l  cormcn"cnnd reportage of industr ial  
relatfona mrkebly contrasted with the benign corrdescemim of earlier yews. 
The press w& sit anti - labour por se however. Reports af ll'straight forwasd" 
disputes, i+.e.; urthere Larkinisn or sy~zpathctic action were nut involved,were 
fa i s ly  hbje&ve, 5cc&ionally the Editorials caue out Ln favour of atril&er3 
aemas . 

The w e *  in which the R a i l  strike ended is a8 warthy of atten%ion 'as 
'its afi,.r$Las.. on the 20th of Se2tcaber, the DuSlin tinber dispute ended in 
con~lef e- defeat. The R a i l  atogpage w a s  reknstateil ainultaneously. In Waterford 
the G.S .& W .R. henand~d that the i r  enp'loyees fetwx to work on %he conpanyt s . 
tema, Init-iaLly the A.S-RDS. brznch agreed t o  reuain out mtil such t ine  &a 
assm-aces were given that there would be no victinisation, Eowever, on the 
2nd a?:Oc+.mbe~, the loconotivc m n  returned- t o  work on their euployers t d m m ~ .  
T h i s  xhderu~ned the pos i t ion  of the reminder who were forced to do 13k~wiso.  
Most received their old jobs back, but sixteen nen were taken on at reduced r a t e s  
09 paY*28 - TIBvcwbheless, the nornla of %he railwtlyuen remined hi&. They were 
collfidBnt that $hey would have won ha& it not been f o r  the unilateral action of 
the t b ~  loco mn.. Shortly af ter  this, I*, Halls ,  m argwiser of the Railway 
Senmrke, received a WELEI receiption at a brmcb ueeting at which he pledged the 
UnZonfs comlt"cr;en% t o  inproving wages and conditions. The ne~WFs fox the i r '  
part, to ld  H2lls that the action of the loco  niln was totally unrepmsantative 0% 
their posit$on.+d thrt they were reerly and eager to cane out again if need be?9 

~ b i n g  the next two yeaFs the new found cmf5d&nce fully hanifested. 
itself &fl began t o  pay p r a c t i c a l  dividends as regards #age rates. 1913 was the 
high w a t e q  &k of achievenent . In May, the carpenters fn t w o  building f i m s  
succeedecl in'wi&ng an extra 3/- per  week on the exis t ing  mte  of 30/- and 
iupdahg a.naxinun worklw weelc of 58 hours in Surmer and 51 hours in Kinter.3O 
!The' f o l lodkg .  Qctober, after a 90 nonth strike, the Masons wan pmity with 
the woodworkers. The tailors ware successful. in t h e i r  cmpaiLga t o  have-all 
shops. pay the Union mte. The bakers in tho lode1 &keriesg and casual 
laboukra in Graves Wber yards also struclre3' T h i s  w a s  an apprenticeship in 
nilitancy.aot to be.for@ttea. Although tht. next three yems brought @ecl-i,ne 
and di~or~~tnlsaiio-n, the experisncc of 19~0/1917 enwed that t rade uniollisn 
i n k t e r f o r d  would never quite be the scslc again. 



Labour Politics: 

PalitLcal dewlopnent proceeded at; n slower p a w .  . The natwing of 
cbnsoiausrzeas -arm very nuch *he product of' %ndustrtsl agLtetiam? 'and lwked any 
philesaphicel  f omdotioii. Tn Irelend, industr ial  ' mci~nisn had alwkp %ncqrporated 
a-political BisLension. Garrnolly s' s p d i c a l i s r ~  differed aigaAficantly f-& that 
of the. BriMsh and French mveaents in this respect, E+rm it$ foundati~n the 
I.T,G.W.U. h ~ d  rttgarded poli t icrzl  &tion as one of its uajoi. objecti~es.3~ -By 
1911 the 8ocia l is . t~  were bc@nnring-to win k o n t r o l  of the 1.T.IT.C. The followiag 
ye.m they su~ceeifed, in passiw o. resolution at Congress cq6weriqg tho  e ~ e c u t i v ~  
t p  f u m  a .$&ow: Fwtg as an adjunct ta  the organisation. Rs on' the indw*ial 
front, this p o l i t i c a l  ~dvancc was due largely to the calibre of" the s o c i a l i s t s ,  
of whoa the  mst ou3ratanding was Larkin. 

"&arkifils achievenent - and it was Lmkins mch nore than C'6nnolly1s, - 
despite Zntter dhy opinisrn -. was to raise the whole of id#.trial. trade M p n  
actiyiky- to a Mgh level of r?Fenjficmcs, t o  involve n ~ t  merely the. ' 

prof&a.siortal. trade ~ o ~ s t &  but the g r e a t  r ~ s 2  of the pebple, with. the rasulh'. 
tha.t.ttEse trade mi& oren i sa t i an ,  the Coagress , c o d d  hcl tkre  itself to be as 
w e l l  the  inGepen3en.t U b a w  P&rtp of ' l re i&,  be long a% it held fimly to  the 
q ~ i n o l p l a  that a11 i t s  representct3.vc.s ~ m s t  be trnde W o n  ncnbexs an@ 
authorPsad to act by the t r M e  unjanm. *llLxki.n had imtini? t ive ly  f o h d  -the 
atmwer.; if one could cone to terns with thc divcrse p w t y  po l i t i ca l  temciow 

$1 33 then-one se t  sut t o  doninate then . 
. It was ~a . this  zluthcjdology thrzt the k b o u r  3hwdent graduaily 0ecafie + 

polSticieed. In plcess l i k e  ?deterford whcre nza caam 'of soc~alis ' ts  &isted t0 
guide. trade .unionists koward~ political action, it. took . the sheel" 'ekubernnce 
o f '  W k i n i s a '  t o  i d u c e  the waxkdss t3 ' b ~ e  their new-f ound p o w e ~  cmkied forward 
into politics. The nevi trades c o ~ m c f l  addressed i t s e l f  t o  this question'alndst '  
irJnediataly. A t  its secOnd nuoting, in June 1909, a full discussion to& place 
an the issue of whethsr ar mt t6 contest  tbc local elections the following yew. 
Sane dc2ege-t;es thought t h i s  novi to be pre&~turo. Others were nare f avourable 
but stressed t he  need f w  r)Sed&-'t3bund cmdidatos.  One, aan put Bis finger on 
theY dame of  the general hesttebncy, 

The. f o l l o N x q  hchth council ncs%iag decided t f ~  f i e l d  two in t h e  ~ o n i n g  lwa1 
elections, but in the event the uatter w&stnt puraued -and Zabour abstained f.rm 
the contest. The tr&des council d id  horrever support the  candida%ure of  J w s  ' 

Collins, branch secretary o f  3p I .P.G.B.U. whg s tood  on  m independant la?mur 
t icke t ,  with l i t t l e  success. - ' 

. During the next t w o  years, the  ccmticils a l i t i c s  bega t o  'change. Ffhe 
industrial unrest was creating a body of socialists within the trade mion  
uovenen-t. IhLs..developnent was acknowledges and accepted by the workers, 
Occasian8lly op,:)ositi.on vns scised, such as ik Jwzucrg' L91g9 w h k  the psqpo&l 
30 invite OIZel~ene and Lcrlrin to Wat3rford v?a$ denounced by a delegate ?ran the 
Pipermkers Society, .The dolsgt~m objected on the gromcIs, that the.*two uen ii 
queskion wore socialists ,  He stnted tllat the Pipenakors mere'a Catholic body, 
as was the .council, and fieither should have wtkntr to -do  w i t 4  
sacialim, He went on t o  sqy t b t  hc urn awsre 'that there were sbub s o c i a l i s t s  
on the council but- thep*.had.no r i g h t  -to Tk the%. Tac neeting overuled "'this 
objaction. It w a s  agreed. that the socia1ists present weso there as trade 
Unionist= , md tha t  the dalegates g u l i t i c s  werc the-ir o m  affair.36 Thia 
sunued UQ the general l;jiew on the subject. 



Waterford s-ed i n  the  m t i a n a l  favim1 031 'Labom rcpreserdebtim &. 
19l2/1913. The trades council spozlsored th roe  canc5datcs i n  the lucal. 
e l c c t i ~ n s  o f  January 1913, avo of thcu, J a e s  Gleeson President ~f tha' Council, 
arid ~ ' i c h z i ~ d .  ~ e a n s ' ~  an actjve mii$er if the  k.3 .Ems. won seats. Glec~un did 
p&ticul~ly W e l l ' ,  toppi* the ppll in the 'Tower ' d d  with 773 votes. 77 ( it 
is p s s i b l e  that Glc.cson's t r l m p h  my have Seen due t o  purely local 
~circumtanc'es. 'Three candidztes staor? for the two vacancies. The defected 
nm was the out@% ~ o m c h l o r ;  ?&trick Cillijpn, a businessmn. F i l l i g a '  a 
c q a . i g n  net With stmq apposi$Lon fmu the 120 j a m e s  who ob;j.ectM to his 
attaqts tCl;'fntroduce s ohm-&-banel servica fron the north St~tion t o  the 
c i ty  bo&e) .38 Once ' this start &d- beon nodc, there wes no going back;. the 
"cradi t ih  of Labom xepresmtatian was ~ W & k i ~ r e B .  Howeve: the socialLst 
pr&Wri&e was not strong enough t o  -sua tain the noaentutl of these yeare. ETational 
a d  ovarseaa influences ~E!A stimd.aGed tho  re--fornation of tho Labour nommmt. 
h s  those influences f l q g e d ,  o r  bocano aonserv~t,ive, so dzd Waterford TdZbom. 
Evcn on the *itical-side of the mvenent, suff ic ient  cohesion awng the 
c&idetos diB not ex ia t . fo  ~ r e v c n t  a resurgence of Cmditional Labam 
coniefiat5sn in 3'ItlllicipBl politics. 

Redmondi~m:me Force for ~ t a b i l i t ~ f  

S c c o ~ d l y  , John R c d m ~ 1 ~  -3 mscpl-ic'Ir~~*ting W3 s t C ~  a s  n pzrlimentary 
leader at this tiue. Crppaeitiun t o  his p~lieics or psition w m  out of the 
question in Waterf ord. Thc! Lcbour nove~icnt op~nly suppsrted Xednclnil and his 
par-t;y in Wesbinster. 5 ~ l l c  o f  the sacislist  t rcde uniontsts ware linclined t o  
take .a uore c r i t i c a l  view of the I r i s h  pertgffs psrfam;mce,pzrtictilarly Qn 
social legislntion. They w o ~ i l c l  km yrcrferrad the trades cvuncil t o  Sean a 
liftlu aose jmwmds the Britioh P;3rlimentzry I;absur Party.  Rowevor t h e  
Council refused t o  indiccte a y r e f e m e t .  , eve2 on social. issues,  re@u?ded 



both Labaur ~ z l d  the Home Rulers as ropsesentiq its interests .4l I n  any &%so 
Rednoad WEB inching closer fo,lds life long goal at %his t h e .  By 1914 i t  was 
cuulfbrllzn-tl~ cbntickpated th t  bsfore long W u t e r f ~ r i l  would have the honour of  
hag represented in the new Irish PaY.liawnt by the R?im Minister. . Mdbil~sing 

. I 

a chzllenge to Redwlzd at this stzge was unthinkable, - 



TJew Model Urdaniaa: 
The f o m  of t rade W a n l s n  t&t developed in Britain fron the 1850ta o n w ~ d s .  
Up t o  then workersf urgani.snticlrns ware ragxded  with suspicion and hbs t i l f ty  
by the Uiddle Claas. The lfew node1 unions sought t o  break with the radkal 
t r a d i t i o n  of the Labour ~ovenent and gain acceptance and legal toleration, 
by thclr diacipJine,nodexation and respectabili%y, The netta of the new 
nodel uniona was "deferice not dcfiancel'. 

h l g ~ ~ ~ a t e d  Society (A .S . \) : 
EIost of the new mdel unions  styled theuselves i n  t?xia way, as they were usually 
founded by nn aualgmatim of local aocieties. The first auoh uniavi w a s  the 
A,S. Engineers (est .l85l). 1% wc;s followed by m y  others such a~ the A.S. 
Carpenters' and Joiners, 'the d.S .Railway Servants otc,  

Hew UnXonisn: 
up t o  the late 1880's txada unions cctered a h o s t  exclusively for ski l led  
workers. An upsurge of u i l i ~ c y  by non-union warkera between 1889 wxl 1893, 
led t o  t h ~  fornation of general unions- who catered f a r  a l l  categories o f  
enployee. The general unions also tended t o  be m r e  nilitant thaa the 
crsftsaent a organisations, J ~ D  Larkin intraduced this s p i r i t  knto Ireland in 
the years after 1907. 

Irilsh Wade Union Congress (I,T.u.c, ) 
Pound& in 1994, Up t o  then Irish trade unionists were affiliated to the 
3 ~ i t i a h  T .U .C . (founded 1868). 

Syndicalism 
A ni l i t an t  form of trade unionisu which ori@nated in Frmce Fn the 1890'sr 
Its w a s  to trarasfom political power -Brow the state (i.e.t,hsl ruling claa~) 
t o  the trade unions, who would then &cone the representative i r p t i t u t i o n a  of 
the people. Larkin never comciottsly advocated Spdicalisn but he agreed with 
aany of its charrzcteristLcs, such as dirpect action,the creation of one big 
union f OP all workers ( the 0 .B.U.), the gronotion of a class solidarity which 
would Porn the  basis of a distinctive workin& class culture e tc .  One i n p o r t a t  
aapect of Syndicalism which Larkia d i s a p e e d  with was the q t h  o f  tho  general 
strslke,af%cr which power would pass to the Unions.  &kin regmded a t r ibs  
as "neceseary evils" which offered no vision of how the new sockety nigh% be 
created. 

S O U R C E S :  

Charles ~cCarthy,"Trc;de Unions in Irclavld 1894-19607 I.P.X.,~ublkn,l9T7; 
pp.13-14 w 

The t e r n  "New kiunisut1andt'LaTkinis~ '' axe aynononom. 
Baterf ord News, 19.12. ' 96 
Sln te r  s Dirac tory, 1896 p .3J6 
J.D. CZaskson,"Labour and Batlonalisn in Ireland11 (kms Press), l k w  York, 
1970. p.156 
Souvenir and Guide 1.TwU.C. Skterfcrrcl 1939. Introduction. 
iden. 
iden, 
J.D.Clwkson, op. c i t  . y ,194. 
T h i s  was tmne of zos t  parts of t he  eountry. In %he 1903 loca l  elections,  
"Labour w a s  muted aluost everywhere except Belfast .... 
of initial a t ter rp ts  at trade &on and Labour 
"Labour in I r i s h  Politi~s'~1890-1930~'(1riah university press), Dublin, 
1974, p.19 ). The sue11 I r i s h  c ra f t  unions were also on the decllne,being 
absorbed by the E n g l i s h  h l p m t e d  Unions ( idea).  





ASPEGII*;j OF PASSBGE EAST , 

The Ghmchee oP Eaasage 

Croak Old Chuch: 
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~l?W.s vae the largest medieval church in the barony of Gaultier, a d  may ham 
-been b u i l t  fn the 13th cenkury by the Knights Templare, who held the manor of 
jGrook. In the Visitations of 1507 and 1615 it is deacribed aa baing in goad 
:repair, but it is not menlionad in the Down Sumey (1655). Probably by this 
time it was  in ruins; oerta5nly it was ruined by the time af D r .  Sm5th (1746). 

The remaim have been described bx Canon Power in Ma article on the ruined 
>chuxches of Gaultier ( ~ o u r n a l  of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of 1relmd,l89l), 
The t h r e e  graceful lancet windows Ln the east gable are the most Interestfng 
feature, and the draughtsmaa 6 .  V. Du Uoyer thought them worthy of sketching 
when he vis;lted Pasaqp fn A u g w t  1862 (see I;lu Boyer collection in R.S . A . I .  
Library, 111.64) Urifarturrately they are  now obscured by ivy, which is growing 
so profusely that it threakens the whole w a l l  ( i t  brought down part  of the eauth 
wall a couple of years ago); its careful removal would be a worthy act of 
conservation, The south wall has a low Eathic window, a piscina, and acuriom 
holy water stoup formed of a single block 09 conglomerate. Scarcely a trace 
sur~uea of the north wall. 

Behveen the churchyard and the remains of Crook Castle is a holy well, which 
according t o  Camn Power was1'8acred-to S t .  J o b  the Baptist, in whose honour 
before the Rebellion a p e a t  pattern was held here on June 24th. The occupat5.m 
by yedmanry of' the neighbouring barracks of New Geneva made p o p l a x  gatherings 
here unsafe after 1798, and %bus the pat te rn  died out". 

The graveyard i s  perhaps the  most interesting Tin Gaul-bier, I n  1973 I -tiranscribed 
a L l  t h ~  i n s c ~ p t i a n s ,  i n  accoxdmce with a scheme i n i t i a t e d  by the Irish 
Genealogic&L Research Society (it is hoped that copies of the transcript will 
soon be available i n  laterfo~d HunLcipal Zibrary; meanwhile, it may be consulted 
In tibe ~enealogical Off-ice, Dublin ~askle) . There were then 138 monm~nts, 
the commonest surnames b e L q  Power 13  stone^) Paul (11) , ~earnle/Heran (7) , 
Kammagh (61, Toole ( 5 )  and M u r p h y  t 4). A number o f  prominent or iateresting 
people are comemorat;ed here, from an musally wide selection a f  aocfel claasas, 
both Protestant and C ~ t h o l i e ;  landed g w t r y ,  s o l d i e r s  frqm Geneva Bmracb,  
fishermen from Passage, ?Vatcrford tradesmen w i t h  local comeot ians ,  and so on. 
An unusual number of stones have epitaphs or other curious-comments on the 
deceased, ma several monments hear fZne pictorial decoration, The imorip- 
tions mention numerous placenames, mostly local, but also f rom as far afield as 
England, Norway, Havana and Australia. Among the occupations given are a 
baatmdcer, a clergyman, a cord aaine~., two customs and exeise ma, a mlster, 
a Member of Pwliament, three pr ies ts ,  a shipwright, a teacher, and numerous 
shipfs capteins, sa i lo r s  and soldiers. Aa one *would expect,nautical references 
abound, and at Least five inscriptions comernorate deaths by drowning. 

'Phi? oldest  monument is a ledger (horizontal slab) in the chancel, dated 1710, 
and comemmting Ralph  PiJkington. It beam the fsmily coat a f  arm, crest 
and motto. The arms are a rather pl6i.n cross, but the crest and motto are mast 
simmge, The crest shows a knigh* wielding a scythe, and the motto is tTRbw 
Thus Now Thusit. They are s a i d  t o  bve  o~tg ina ted  when a W i e v a l  aaow$ory- 
fleeing from a battle and being llotly pursued by the victors, was concealed by 
a band of reaping peasmts,  who clad h5.m in a muck, put a acythe in his hands, 
and gave hfm a rapid reaping lesaora ("now thus, now thus'') ! 

Close by this slab i s  a small grave-mwker, painted white,  which despite i ts 
humblo appearance i s  the bss~-known monment in the place; it marks the alleged 
burying-place of the Croppy Boy ("kt Geneva Barracks that y a w  man died, And at 
Pwsage they have his body laid.. . ." ) . 



I w i d e  the Church, new where the north atoaa, is a 1mg8 Wrnb in a r=lM 
enclosure, imcribed ~ t h  pcretry. Lt was erected by 3enjami.n Conn of Passage 
in memory of h i s  daughter E E m ,  who died in I842 aged 26, 

Close by is an 1xon c ross  w i t h  an inscription in. Italian to the memory of 
Pietro Velcicb, who died  in 1892 aged 47. He w a 8  t he  captain of a ahig from 
Trieste, the Werbina, who died of e heart  a t tack while di rec t ing  his ahip 
dWPng a stom. Local t rad i t ion  falaely esnnects him with the  A l f r e d  E.Snow, 
which was wrecked on Book Hea6l.at the sane period. 

The churchyard cantaim several examples of the local styles of decorated 
headstme. A s t a m  of 1766 bears a crucifix P X d e d  by -lar he&e, and 
a Wnment to the Racket f d L y  dtited 1822 also h m  a crucifix. The cormnonest 
s t y l e  of decoration throtq$mut the  second half of $he 10th century in t e a  area 
w a s  a aslection of objects comected with our LordTrs Pamian (crass, ~ g 8 . m ~  
h m e r ,  IXXL~S, B ~ c . )  . At Crook there are  three  stone^ beari a p b o l a  of +he 2 - m  
Bion,one of which ( o u t ~ % d e  the south-west comer Of the church i s  partioularly 
fine. 

f 
Amexed to the graveyard is an enclosure can&iniag a number of ledger-slabs 
and a large mult, This was the burial place of GauTtierfa mast proninent 
landed fmi2y,  the Paula of BaI1yglan. It also contains perhaps the mat 
moving inscriptioa in the graveyard, which runs: l'Rere lies %he body of Dosotbea 
Wallis who dyed B e b r m y  6th 1812 in hex 14th ye=. She was an asgel upon 
earth: we! hope and -t;rust in God she is an angel, in heaven." 

So far, there is no eddmce a I  vandaltern. Perhaps i - b  was not alwap so, for 
m a  Imcxiptions LnolMfe raquestr~ that  %he deceased be l e f t  in peace. An 
undaked headstone of the 18th century commewratee Ii11125,~3~i Dads, aan to 
John DarLs ,  itwba reques.ts that no one will aisturtr M s  ,graveJ1 ; and the manmeri"t 
to h a  Fie ld  (died 1800 aged 183, baYlng listed all her vir-t;ues, concludes:. 
llBeadex, i t  is hoped C h a t  as long as these virtues are respected tws atone 
will rmmin WnjmedV. An even m x c  alaxming ind>wtfon tbi the l o c a l  
populace in days gone by wem not always as upright as an$ aghk hope i s  
conta%ned in the imcription -t;o Captain Pa-kick Kaygna@ (died 1799 in U s  
3lat year), wbic"a'assus?es us: 'Qe was an krzrnest am." .ITat the only mQ,I hope ! 

Finally, a mystery. . A  ledger-blab against the west w a l l  of the grweyard is 
insc r ibgd  thus: llIlere rest the remains of lTeils Patterson, from Arondahl in 
Uorway, who by manunlucky accident died June 1 5  1774. T h i s  erected 1781by 
one who greatly laments his loss . I t  O m  c'annot h ~ l p  wondering what Er.Petterson 
w w  doing i n  Crook i n  1774. What was the "unlucky accident'l that caused his 
death ? Vho erected the t~mbstone 3 Why was he (or she ?) so anx ious  to 
remain anonymous ? And why the gap 09 seven years before the monument was 
erected ? 

Crook Catholic Church: 
T h i s  church was b u i l t  during the pa~torete of the Rev, -tin P l p n ,  who was 
Pariah Pr i e s t  from 1837 to 1844. The pariah registers cant- entries of 
B a p t i s m  and Umriagea Proa 1839, and me on mLcxafllm in the IWtional Library. 
Before this date the area ww included i n  the registers of Kill St.Hicholaa aad 
=Ilea, which date from 1780 - an unup~wlly early date for the cornencement of 
a rural I r i sh  register, 



St .  Anne's Church, Pasaage: 

During the UiddLo A g e s ,  the land w e s t  af FaBsagCSs+ ' f 6hie'd'-i%G -&&or named 
Coolmacsamy, which wag owned by the f a d l y  of Bruys,  apparently in v i r t u e  of 
a grant f rom King J o b .  In a deed dated 1284, Matthew de Bruya of' Coolmsersawry 
and hie wife Wg'ery, whd wqre eviSamt1y of pious disposition, granted to the 
Master of S t .  Mark's Hospital. i n  Bristol six acres i n  "Colut?mysamf' together 
wlth "the s i t e  of the oratory being built in the nsme of the blessed Anne on . 
the east s-ide o f  the said six acres'', and other lands; in return, the..@ter* _ 
and gre tben  were to recommend especially in theis  prayers the souls of Matthew 
and Margery and the i r  faniliea (see Ir iah Genealo#st, V, 264-5). Incidentally, 
one of the witness af tms charter I s  Roger de &OD, perhapa the earlisat 
recorded Nayor of Waterford. 

The oratory of St. A r n e  is undoubtedly the predeoeaaclr of the present St.Anaels 
church. It is shorn i n  ruins en the panoramic view of Pasaage and al lyhack 
in 1685 by Thorn8 P h i l l i p s  (see Decios 11, p.21) 

By'1746 a new church bad been bull% on the a i t e ,  which according ta Rr.GmitY1 
was having 'tconstant service i n  itty. , When w a ~  it built ? The begiming of 
a pesish register often ix&xates the foundation of a churh (as in the w e  
of Crook R.C. +church, abave) ; the St. Annel.a r e g i s t e r  &tea fkom 1730, which 
oocild thus be,  the da te  a t  which the church was  b u i l t .  SUB suggests that 'it 
was one of the churches erected at thLs.time by BLsbop Xtllea; who a180 built 
St. Olafla, Hfllotteran, and other churches. It would have been the anly 
operational church in Gaultier at this period. As further evidence 03 thia,.  
a chalice sJld paten still  exist, both inscribed " t A m  Chappel - Passagett: 
The paten i s  undated but beam the makccrs mark, R P , in a rectangle. The 
in i t - ia ls  calm appear on a chalice dated 1719 given t o  St.P&trlcks (c. of  I.), 
Waterford by Bishop Nll les  in 1723. He possibly had the paten made on the 
rebuild* of St. Arne's as a cover for a -halice bearing the date 1643, 
W r h  had possibly previously belsrrged. to the old oratory , ( - Bee V o t e s  
on the Chwck Plate of Waterford Diocesew by C. B. Warren in R.S .A.S;. J a m m l ,  
v01. 9T5 p a r t  2, 1967, pp 119 - 127). Incidentally,. this chdica is the 
d d e s t  piece of church plate in the diocese. 

Some tbe:fnthe early 19th century, the church was  extensively restored. An 
eatqte map of 1821 at  Curraghmore calls it the new Church, while It is described 
~JI 1836 ap, having been "'Lately repaired.. . ,built  many years agoft 
It continued i n  use un t i l  very racently, asd was put up for auction br the ' 

Church o f  Ireland in hugtast; 1978. 

St. Annets is a gem of Gaorgi&n architectureI with i t 8  little-wm~n-@-1myj 
i ts  pews and &her fittings, and its sexton's cottage a.ttached. Noreover, 
it is superbly Bi ted  on the hill overlooking Passage, with Ballyhack opposite 
sad a d e w  down the river t d  Duncamon. It was Mghly rated i n  a recent 
sumey.by An boras P a r b a r t h ~  of post-1600 buildings i n  Co. l a t e r fo rd .  

The parish reeater dates fran 1730 and ia a n o a  the oldeat in ti16 diocese. 
1% records Baptism, Marriages and Burials thrQUgh0ut easterr. Gaultier 
( ~ a s a a ~ e ,  DDurunore, ~sthmo~lan), an a r e a  of exceptional interes-t- q t .  thig-period. . 

became of i t s  so cia^ w e t 3  ( S G ~  - w e 2  Croak bla  ~&&i,- abve)  . Moreover, 
the regis ter  h-as been indlexed. The original  books are kept by the R e c t a  at . .. 
Dul.more; they have been nicrofilmed by the Public Record Off ice .  

C onclmion: 
Passage is an area r ich not anly in history but i n  docmentattion. The 
~ m c r i p t i o n s  at Crook he.- been copied; the pariah registers of both churches 
are unu9ually old (in the caae of the Church of Ireland register, we a r e  lucky. 
to have it at all - most of the rural C. of I. registere were destroyed in 
the Record Offioe i n  ~ 9 2 2 ) .  It would be out of  p h e  here t o  list Surther 
souroe inater ia l ,  but such does exiat .  It is time this material was put to W e  
in further studies of the Paseage area. 



RDCORDS OF VESSEIS !7RlXKED IiT W J I O R E  BAY, 1826 ho 1899 

By Maurice J. Wigham. 

The Records: 

Edward Jacob, of mdview, Tramore was born in 1843 ah& died in 1924. A s  
Lloydsl kgent,representative of the Shipwrecked EZariners Association, and as  
Honorary Secretary o f  the Tramore Lifeboat  he had a particular interest in the 
hazads of the bay. T h i s  l e d  him to  make many notes and gather news cuttings 
c o b c t e d  with local shipping, and it is ;Prom these records that I have 
abstracted the  following information. 

There m e  several reasons wgy Tmmore my w a s  the sits of so many wrecks. 
It is the-only substantial opening in approxinately 25 a l e s  af  jagged cliffs, 
stretching from Dunmore almost t o  Dungarvan. From the sea it is difficult to 
dis-t;inguiah i t  f ~ a n  Waterford &bour which vessels i n  d i s t r e s s  ,would normally 
try to reach. The Pillars on Brownstown and ITewtown Head were place&-there i n  
1822-'25 i n  order t o  prevent this C O ~ L ~ U S ~ Q ~ ,  but were easily obscured by 
darkness and bad weather. Once a square-rigged ship was Fn Tramore Bay it w a s  
often t o o  late to "wear ship" and g e t  onto  a tack which would c l e w  one of t& 
headlands. Pacing south-south-wes t t h e  bay gave insuff icient  shel ter  from the 
p r e v a i l i n g  winds t o  make mchoring effective . Only the Rineshrk at the  Worth- 
east corner-of the Bay provided potential shel ter  but the re  were severe t i des  
and the entrance was complicated by sand bars. I n  some cases attempts to reach 
safety were made by beaching vessels on the long strand. 

In the 84 year spah of Edward ~a60b1s recoxds these conditions led to no 
less than 83 shipwrecks with the loss  of  440 lives (363  of theae w e m  f m m  the 
1816 wreck of the Sea ~ o m e ) .  The records %I1 iito two sections .l- 1816 ( the 
Sea ~ o r s e )  to 1858, when the Lifebaa-t was established, and 1859 to 1899. The 
e a r l i e r  section was compiled by John S'l.Maher first secretary t o  the ~ f e b o s t , f r o m  
contempormy fiotes "taken q o n  each occasion of meck". After 1858 the C~maip 
o f  the rlifobpat kept a Jourrml of all wreck8 and rescues. The map on page 49 
JF a siznplified version of the 6" 0. S . map on which Edward Jacob recbrded the 
exact position of wrecks where the details were known. 

Bracts 1816 t o  1858 : 

The following list has been published at least once before, appearing i n  the 
TYlterford ,Uim?os a d  Tramore V i a i t a r "  on December 4 th  1874. It beans  with the 
wreck o f  the Sea Horse, details of  which a r e  too w e l l  known t o  repeat  here. 
(see Wit,& S . E f J  .A.S . ~ournal,~ol.~l,Uo .7) . Far i l lus- t rat ions of the  various 
types 09 vessel, see pages 2 fc 4.3. 

Yeas Ifme Type Carrying From Saved Lost 

1016 Sea Horae 
hpollo 
' F a w  

1817 Agnes 
Oscar 
Pox 

1818 S W o o k  
Enna 

Rose 
1819 Active 

Jams & Henry 

Ship 
Brig 
Sc homer 
Wig 
S h i p  
Brig 
B r i g  
B i an- M e  
Sloop 
8 chacaner 
Brig 

l'r oops 
C l o  then 
Salt 
Cotton 
Flour  
Fruit 
Ballast 
Piah 

Potatoes 
Barley 
Cotton 

Baltimore 
A l l  
A i l  

A l l  

n11 ? 3? 
all 
All 



~4'37 - 

Year Name m e  Carrying From Saved . Lost 

Eliza 
Dmt 
W8.mongr 
Bridget. 
Blora 
=Y 
Ellen 
(S panish) 

K i t t y  
W i l l i a m  & Chy 
James 
mud - 
D i a n a  
Hound 

- 
Two Sisters 
Cuba 
Grebian 
S i r  EdBrrard - 
Ac-tive 
Swan 
B~eeee 
Brothers 
Speculator 
I;e t i t ia  
Srinoe Regent 
Jane 
WiZlfem 
fibram 
Kate 
Dove 
Elizabeth 
Joseph 
Casket 
N p  tery 
D m  tagan 
P e t i t  Aleme. 
Lonville 
S t  . V i m  ent 
Achilles 
Anne 
ELiae. 
Ia Capricieuse 
lkptunus 

Brig; Flax 
Schooner Bal laa t  
Brig Timber 
Brig Ballast 
S c hoarier Bsllas t 
Sloop Fund turc 
Smack Potat~es 
Lugger &uit & 

wine 
Sloop PLOW 
Brig Ballast 
Snack Ba l l a s t  
Brig Wine 
&rigantine Coal 
Brig C o a l  
Sloop 
S Loop Ballast 
Schooner T a l l o w  
Brf g Cotton 
Brig Cotton 
Brig . Coal 
Yacht 
B r i g ~ n t i n e  Corkwood 
B r i g  
Yacht 
Schooner 
Srig 
Snack 
Barque 
Brig 
Snack 

Smack 
Sloop 
Brig 
Snack 
Sloop 
B r i g  
Lugger 
Lugger 
Lugger 
S r i g  
Barque 
B r i g  
B r i g  
Brig 
Schooner 

Ballast 

C o a l  
2allas t 
culm 
Pas sengem 
Coal 

Cotton 
Eotatoes 
Brick 
BeSlas t 
Fish 
Ballast 
L4aiee 
C a r n  
Corn 
G o m  
C o m  
Ba l l a s t  
Corn 
Coal 
Coal 
I c e  

Cork 
Bidef ord A 
Rose 
Sunderland 
North S h i e l d  
Newpart 
Swansea 

Nantes 
Liverpool 
no bf le 
Liverpool 
Cork 
Poole 
ROSS 

Bewport 
S t  .Malo 
Carifigm 
Livergoo1 
Swamea 
South G7alezr 
Mobile 
Glendon 
Ross 
Neppqror t 
Dmgarv~ca 
Cork . 
Portmadoc 
ITantes 
iJantes 
3Jantes 
EJantes 
ITew Ross 
Shields 
Cardigan 
St emlo 
I10rwa.y 

all 
51 

all 
Z 
8 

all 

all 

all 
all 
all 
all 
all  
aJJ 
all 

a l l  
all 
all  
ell 
all 
all 
a l l  

ell 
all 4.1. 
a l l  
all. 

all 
all 

all 
a11 
15 
a11 
all 
a l l  
all 
all 
all 
all 

6 1 
A l l  6. 

In vlew of -the f'xequency of these wrecks it is perhaps surprising 
that no local effor 'c  was made t o  s e t  up a rescue service, leaving the onus 
on l o c a l  boaken to venture f o r t h  on Pescue missions, usually in the very 
worsm conditions. T h i s  tlappemd in J m w y  1858 when the Prench brig, 
" La Capricieuse", got  i n to  d i f f i cu l t i e s  on the  bar of Tramorc strand. A 
l o c a l  boat f rom Rineshark put t o  sea in an effort t o  rescue the crew. Their 
boat w ~ t s  capsized however and two of %hem were drowned. T h i s  shocked local 
o p i d o n  and a committee was sat up to collect money to assist the families o f  
the -two nen. Some of the aembera of this cormnittee wrote t o  the Rayal National 
Xfebaat I n s t i t u t i a n  explaining the position and asking -the R.B.L.I. to consider 
setting up a l i f e b o a t  sta-tion at !lkanore. These was  an immediate response and an 
inspector came t o  cop~idcr  the  conditions. He selected a site for the lifeboat 
home which w m  then bui l t .  



T h e  Lifeboat 'Statim in Tramre was  exa afore Pouulde-d in 1659 when the 
b a t  heuse w u  completed nhut 2 ailes f roa  !h&more on the crest of the beach 
about 100 yards bepnd high water. It was built a f  sandstone and Seused with 
C a r l o w  granite. The baildine; ,,.. A , was ,A-.,,- taken - - -  . .. dm i n  18?9.m@ rebU;ilt in Long EEouss 
Lane where it now standa. 

The Z L r s t  boa% was a six-oared Iiifeboat bui l t  by ~csssrs .F&& of Limehouse. 
It w a s  replaced by a 19 -oared boat in 1865. Hbis was the most auwessful 
ltTon Egann. The next boat was a ten-owed self-righting and se l f -d i schwgi~  
uXLfred Prawes" which came in 1880 and ww replaaed a fcw pars later by the 
paten* Wolf umubnergable ten-oar b~a t ,~ 'Ywley" ,  which proved a disastrous 
failure, - Zt f i l l e d  an& almosV sank 0x1 its trial $pip ! k new boat w a s  
ordered &OD G.L. Watson of Glasgow. Th i s  was gi aelf-dtschaqing ten-owed boat, 
n o t  self-righting. .It mas also called r%knleyu and proved successful in bad 
surf, which it soon eacotultl;sed*at the wrack of theRMom~uths1~xe3~i in 1894. 

ifp1.e fhst secretmy of the Ufeboa t  w a s  J o h  %at*ers Elaher, fallowed by 
Jmes Budd, Joseph Robinson Pim, and Edward Jacob. The following is a list sf 
crew menbeys taken Trom the Coxwainfa Journal. comericing in 1861. The ar ig ina l  
spelling h& been retained and the datc: of first mention is given in brackets, 

By the end of 1860 two yews had Basaed without  further mecks;but over 
the S~llowir& eight years the Lifeboat  went out to no leas than 14 vessels, 
saving €it lenst 120 Ifarea. It fa noticeable that the number sf mecks 
recorded in the l i s t  below for  the 1880rs and 1890rs is canpwitively few, 
presumably bccause of the Bore widespread use o f  steam. 



POSZTI01P8 OF WRECKS P m E D  BY ELWARD JACOB. 



Year Narae T.ype Carrying From S a w d  Mat 

1867 Wild Horse Barque P e t r o l e m  PJova Scot ia  10 0 
1868 Oasis s h i p  Linseed I;iverpoo1 27 2 

Mea Barque Mai ~e Tries t e  17 0 

I 
18n Stranger S c haonex S a l t  ITewfoundland 3 0 

Adelaide B r i g  Coal Waterf o rd  8 0 
1875 Pwuly* Schooner Coal Salo  omb 7 0 
1876 Aurora Australis Barque Sugar Sunderland 13 0 
1879 Pedeur Trawler Tenby 5. 0 
1885 Camilla Brigantine Coal Cork 0 5 
1891 Albert Btrlgimtine Coal  Youghal 7 0 
1892 Paul B53-g Pit woad mewport - - 
1891 Garland Cutter Slates Cork 3 0 
1894 Momouthahire Barque Coal  & 20 0 

Machinery 
Scott Harley S teaner Coal  12 0 

1899 Unicorn Schooner G aa l  4 0 

Deta i l s  of these a e  given in the C m a i n l s  Journal. The following seem to be 
of more than usual interest : - 

"Anemone", of Xantes, a 100 ton schooner with a crew of five was sailing 
vii2h a cargo of  pig-iron fron Glasgow t o  Nantes when she ran i n to  difficulties 
off the south-east Irish coast l o s i n g  her sails. She m a d e  for Waterford 
hazbous on 6th January 1867. There was a nodosate south-westerly breeze and 
very heavy sea. After anchoring f o r  a period she let go of her anchors and 
atruck on the Rineshark Bar. A11 her crew were  taken of f  by the BiYeboat,md 
each of t he  Lifeboatls crew received a medal fron the Emperor o f  Prance, Intlis 
Ihpoleon. 

Another awed from abroad cane at the %Zae of the rescue of the 17 mn crew 
of the 600 t o n  Austrian barque "Neal' on 24th ITouenber 1868. She waa coming ' 
from Salina, to Waterford with naiee and had been taken in tow by a tug which 
then mistook Tramore Bay Par Waterford Herbour. There was s moderate South - 
eas ter ly  gale and a sligh-t; mist. The Mfeboat was launched but the tug 
managed t o  keep the barque u n d e ~  tow. The wind then rose t o  a storm from the 
South-south-east, the hawaer pmted and the bmque drifted ashore. The Lifeboat 
was launched spin a t  3 p.n. but was driven ashore by the storm. It was again 
launched 8-t 10.30 p.m. and af ter  being driven b~ck six times eventually reached 
the wreck at 1L45. lilf the crew ware taken of? and tha ship f e l l  over on her 
bean ends an hour l a t e r  when every sea washed over her. The A w t r i a n  
Gavernriient presented g o d  watches t o  Capt.Butler,R.IJ. @ho was i n  charge of  the 
socket appara tus  and t o  Edward Jacob, 2onorwy Secretmy of the Lifeboat; and 
sent a money reward t o  the Lifeboat crew. 

The ''Owis" was a f u l l  rigged iron ship of 1,116 t o m  wit11 a crew of 29, 
bound f r o m ~ m r a  t o  Liverpool with linseed. She stmclc just below the 
Metal Mm on Sunday night, Janw:/ 12th 1068. The we~ther  was thick with heavy 
rain and a moderate gale fron the South-east. Six of  the crew put o f f  i n  
the sh ip ' s  boent -a& eventually reached Slade i n  Co. Wexford. Tha Lifeboat took 
about awl hour an6 a half t a  reach the  'bsfstl .  The ji+boora was pointing 
seaward and .the crew were able by the  jib down-haul t o  reach the boat. All 
those t h o q h t  t o  be alive mere taken off .  On r e t m  t o  the  beach the weather 
bad deteriorated end the seas were very hi& By use of a drogue ( Sea - 
anchor), the I i t foboat  w u s  beached successfully. Hext n o d n g  another man was 
seen t a  be on the "Oasisf'. This time the Lifeboat went o u t  i n  a Bor-th - 
westcrly gale and the t i d e  was lor. Martin Xorris, seanan R.H.R., had t o .  board 
the ship, bend a rope around the nan who was then lowered and dragged through 
the water t o  tho  boat. !I!wo men were l u s t .  

Tbe record closes with two  further wrecks in 1911 and 1918, In 1924 the 
stat ion 5n !!hamore w a s  closed, the Lifebcat being transferreil to Bunsore. The 
present inshore rescue boats at the €hare, Tramore date from 1964-'65. 

*SFM***#***H****M* 



It is astonishing that  the same area oZ corn* Waterford should have produced 
at  the same t i m e t W u  poets a f  national eminence, follow@& two generatiow later 
by a third and that none o f  them were native t o  this region. !Pa@ Gaelach 2 'Suil- 
l&-vs mi- a r e  obscure but he lived most of his life in the Rathgormach- 
ICilmscthopas area. ~onnac'adh Rusdh was  barn in C l a r  a.. His family may have 
been married into the Powers who ware transplmted there by Cromwell. With 
the partial restoration of some Power lavid by Charles LI it ia probable that 
various members of the MacBaaxa Panlly oame to Waterford to live. The tra- ' 

itiona be& by these twc men cclttinued, as we shaJ.l.aee, well in*. thia century, 

05 the earl'rer pair Domeaadh B U h , i t  seema, was more destined in youth for a 
l i fe  of sanctity. He entered the church and studied f o ~  the priesthod in 
Rome while IPagh r e d n e d  i n  Waterford living a l i f e  of gaiety and frivolity. 
However, Donnacadh was expelled from the seminary for a '~youtkful in iswetionif 
(according to his biographer, 0'1)aly) and arrived back f n Kilmcthoaas  . Here 
he lampooned a spir i ted local lady who retal iated by setting f i r e  to the school 
he hzd estab3Ashed there. He s e m  next to have turned up in 8eskimn where, 
aged k:er tyf iwhe set -himself ug as a teeaher o f  Ifreek, %tin, Melic proaody 
and the three Ha. 

It would appear, h~wWer ,  that this life lacked glamour for him be~ame aii some 
atage afI-temards he embarked for Newfoundland. His experiences here he - 
celebrated in an epic poem of 360 verses. Describing U s  lodgings in the Quay 
i n  Waterford he begha : - 

Go P o r t l a i r g e  den stair sin teim-se 
Comh f~ ran ta  Is Conon na FeZnna, 
Glacaim ma lo i s t in ,  b o d ,  bidh is fenata 
A b h f b k r  na h-og mima ha chmai in E i r i m  --- 

.This  poem ia bne of great technical complexity with i-bs aLliteratiw rep. titiom 
and aubt ls  half-rhymes, In translation it becomes a mere jingle: 

"Egg8 seven score, no boa@- - 
Por frying or boiling, paaching or roasting;; 
A crock of butter packed full tightly, 
A piece of bacon fine and sightly.  
A barrel there was of the best then graw2ng 
Of new pata toes  - Munsterts sowing. 
A keg of ale - a11 b&l who brew so, 
IIIlwould liven -the dead if aught could do so.  

While there 
w a l k i r z g  one 
in St. John' 

heP ots one of his  mast celebrated poems - the bilingualrVbe I was 
v ng fairf1. It aeem that Domacadh -8 dxinkiw in Et tavern 
s, Newfoundland, w i t h  some of his fellow countrymen when a group 

of English soldiers joined the par-t;y, He w a s  requested t o  compose a poem 
.extempore for the occrrsion, which he did, singing it in alternate verslss of 
~ r i s h  wnd English. In the Latter language he flattered the sa ld iess  rsnd sang 
the graises of their natLoa, but i n  I r ish he damned them and wished them and 
their work t o  perdi t ion .  

"As I was walking one evening fair  
A g u s  me go deanach i mE'tfle Sheain, 
I m e t  a gang of English blades 
Agus iad da d t r m h d  ag neaxt a mnhd. 
I nte ma drank both late and early 
With those courageous men of w m  
I s  g m  bh-. l i o a  m Sasamigh ag rLth tw e i a n  



In .c dif ferent  vein f s his f m o u e  'Yf3a.n C n d c  
even i n  most anthologies_ of I r i a h  poetry. 
be rather homesick.  he trmslation is by 

Erin Qigb7t w-nich is, of course, 
Domacadh here would appear t o  
 herle lea ~mi&n) : 

Pleasant in that place t h ~  sweet sang o f  birds 
As a soft Cyld gentle harp bewailing the Gaal, 
My fn+e is t o  be a k h o u s d  miles away 
E-m the  fair hills o f  holy Ireland. 

On hi-s return t o  Ireland, I3onnacadh seems t o  hew settled dawn once more In 
the 'Eli23nactbmas ma. . -  Here prestunrbly he estnbl%shed contcct wtth Tdhg who 
by &ad& TPad ab&onerl frivolity for m t t e r s  religious. T&hgrs poem 
have a. s-&?m$B Spfi~ftaality for that era nnd he seems in mnny ways a forerwmex 
sf Bram-1.b Thmps~rt the later mystics. Hie beat h o r n  work i s  in moat 
anthologies - "GiLe mo Chroitl. The quality of his paetry was recogriised dA his 
o m  t1me and he was unuwual among Gaelic  p o e t s  i n  t h a t  he lived t o  see some of 
his poems j-n psi&. 

Donnacadh never d i d .  The clryseet be m y  have go t  to building up a cLr~ulatian 
w a s  the fmom l T p ~ ~ ~ ' l  he issued of the sterling qmUtSea of one R i s t e a d  
M a c  ~ ~ i T t .  

In Ath na scoile de brigh go bhfuil a p  go dtainig i3.a brasaire 
bml-chnoin agus cia clewaim clecheach,clo-thwghthn,cas- 
cusaths, crodha, ca-, cliabh-scaoilte, etc.,stc.,.. 

Some time later Donnacadh abandoned teaching t o  become verger of the Church of 
Ireland zt Yewtovm (~ilmcthows) . Wb.t Tadgh thought of this t r m i t i o n  is 
not recorded but they nust hzve renzined an good t c m  as, yems Inter, when 
Tadgh died (then cged 80) it was D o n n e a h  who com2oaed the  epitaph in L a t i n  
which still stands over his @Eve at Ihllylanecn: 

"This is the grzve OB a poet,  Oh Wanderer: 
GLnnce here in aarrow; 
Pmous he w m  and beloved. Veeds s h a e  hin how,*and grey dust. 
He is gone, he i8.conquored by Pate's i l i v inc ib l e  arrow, 
Yet  hath his s p i r i t  fron earth aomed to the s t a s  'nid the Jizst." 

This is his lest known work but he lived an f o r  mother 15 yema. Going blind 
he wadered  the rozds ,  a pathetic figure it seem, whose work wcs not zppreoi&ed 
by those i n  a posikion to bestow fnne on him. Thc exact site of his grcrve was 
unEmown but a later generation decided t o  honour h5.n by publishing his works and 
erecting the f ine  linestons grc;vestme f o  his nenury iniTewtown churchy?zd, 

In the 80 yews follo~ng Tadghts dez-kh at least nine differem p ~ n t e r s  scw 
f i t  t o  publish his works (- see XXASJ, Vol ZX, 1To.l pp 68-70). Much of 
D o n n a d h ~ n  posthunous fatie, however? was b i o g r ~ p h i c a l  - Ir t rgelg boccluse of the 
adventurous li-Pe,he hzd led. Included in this would be Forms O t P l ~ ~ i l e ~ s  
edition Of Ezchtrr Ghiolk an kehran as well es the biopqhLea  of S o h  B l m i q  
and Ristersd O'P~ghludhn. Much interesting bockpouhd mterial is to be found  
in "Ccthab Post Lcirge agus no Deisef' by Scan OtCcdhln.  

Irrespective of  these publications, however, the poetic t rcdi t ipns of the DeF::-. 
seen t o  b v e  lave$ on i i t o  t h i s  century, One of  t h ~  t rmfi t ters  of this 
cubtwx- wcs a f e h o w  county-mn of D ~ ~ c c d h ,  and likearise n school Cecoher - 
Jcnes C m o d y .  The m m  u o s t  rasponsiblc f o r  perpekii ing the t r a d i t i o n  m 
Bob Weldon. Born in 1837, he s2w bo th  thc decline of tho langmgc cnd the 
upsurge of mtiormlisn in the LB80ts P -  ' 90s .  By then c nore n p p r e c i ~ t L v e  
audience was available. The newly founded Q i r ~ m h t n a  provided a suitcble 
med im f o r  his tzlenks and there he wzs duly honoured, m o n g s t  other owcrds 
gein&ng the Donn Oir in 1900. The poe t i c  t m d i t i o n  was  then tzken up by a 
younger m, P c d r a g  OINlilc~dhs of Tournmeem (born i n  1877). R e t u r n i n g  
bone in 1922 &f ter 20 years ~ a n i r ~  in %?.lea bc devclted the next qmrter 
oenturr t o  giving l i t e r a r y  ~~pressiv:i t o  the Gaelic cu l tu re  of the county. Xe 
died Ln 1947 k t  we h o p  the t r u t i t i o n  did not d i e  with bin. 

~**a31-k*-* 



By Hubert Gallwey 

-J .? 

%orlg ifiatorg of the R ive r s  Pemi ly -  , 

Most of our readers will have h e a d  o f  the bank of Hayden and Rivers which 
operated i n  Waterford i n  the la%e 18th century, but few trill know anything of 
the Rivers f d l y ,  on which n o t k n g  b s  so far been published. The reason f o r  
this may be t ha t  the name seems t o  have becone extinct in Ireland when the last 
o f  fh5s'f~;m5lg died i n  1884. I n  England, however, the R ive r s  surname i s  s t i l l  
e x t a t ;  there are 78 in the present London telephone directory. 

* a 
kcaozrding to Rezvley the name is taken from one of the placea in Prance 

called La Riviere, meaning the r i ve r ,  and mos-k l i ke ly  from the one in Calvado~ 
OT from that bn the Pas de  ~alais? The f L r s t  recorded bearer o f  this name i n  
E-land, Gozelinus de la Rtviera in 1084, must have com~ i n  wi th  the N~rman 
Conquest in'1066, 03- s o o n  a f t e r  it, andm m y  have faught at  Kastings. H e  
appears again in Doomsday Book, 1086, w i t h .  land i n  Smer se t .  In L150 we have 
Walter de la Rivere and thirty yews later the 3 m e  appears among those of the 
early No- s e t t l e r s  i n  Ireland. H u g h  de Ryvere witnessed a pant of churches 
in Delvin by Ei lbe r% de Nugent about Llm, and Peter de la Ryvere was a witness 
t o  a p a n t  o f  t i thes  i n  Urich ( ~ o u t h )  between 1177 and 1191, whilst Riahard da 
Riveres, among others ,  attested Prince Johnls Charter to the. ci-t;izens of DubZin 
in 1192. Tn %he following century the nme ocours q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  among thmo 
o f  the  witnesses W charters by which religious houses were endowed. The 
registers of Llanthony Priory i n  Gloucestershixe, which had much I r i s h  property,  
and of the Fospital of St,John the  B a p t i s t  i n  Dublin contain many examples. 
Among the knights mentioned ape Sir Rober t  de l a  R p e r  about 1230, S i r  Nicholas 
de la Ryvere in 1252 and 1260, S i r  Roges de La Ryvere circa 1260 to 1285. They 
.are  especially aesociated wi th   grant^ of Imds or t i thes  in and around Duleek, 
Cb. Neath. Riverstown i n  Duleek par ish is probably called after them. S i r  
Roger Ls occasionally @yen the U t i n  f o m  of his naw, de R i p m i i s , (  Ripa = 
~iver bank). In the next century they are still associated with the north of  
Go-Neath and with the town of Drogheda. John Ryvers senior had a measrrage in 
Brogheda i n  1349-50 and John Junior was an attorney prac t i s ing  there i n  1393. 
Of significance i n  t he  l igh t  of our ktex story a r e  the record6  in  1300-01 of 
Bartholomew d e  Rivers, desc r ibed  as one of the  Kings1 Gascon merchan%s. Although 
meationed i n  Sweetman's Calendar of Documents relating t o  IreZand,I carmot see 
-any Irish connection. The chria-tian name,nevertheless,is worth noting. 

After its ausp ic ious . s ta r t  i n  Ireland thc f m i l y  seams to  have dwindled 
away u n t i l  the name became extremely rare.  I have found only two references t o  

name i n  the 15th century - and they both seem to apply t o  the  same person - 
i n  the 16th century the only one noticed is Gyles Rivers, who was one o f  

e aheriff s of the C i t y  o f  Dublin in 1516//17, md , an o f f i c i a l  of the 
poration f o r  many years after, but never Mayor. There is n o t  a mention i n  
fiants o r  inquisitions oP Tudor tines. Amone; the p a t e n t  r o l l s  of James 1 

wever, we have one reference which shows t h a t  the famtly had ~umrivad i n  the 
ublin area. By a deed dated 1 9 t h  February, 1618, Bartholomew B ~ l l e w  o f  Vieston 
f the I h U ,  Co.Dublin, m d  John Rivers, his s o l e  feoffee, so ld  m d  ass igned  
Bartholomew Rivers of the sane p l ace  lands i n  Counties Dublin and Meath 
uding Beston itseU',Kilmainhm and Clondalkin near Dublin, Duleek, amd 
ml other denominations i n  rieeth, f o r  a specified sum of money. The C i v l i l  

urvey o f  1654 shows these lards i n  the lmnds of their  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  s o  t ha t  
artholomew Rivers ar  his he2rs nus t  have disposed of them before 1641. 

C k Dict ionary a f  British Surnames. 
Another derimtion nooted i s  f ron  Reviers, a town i n  Normandy. 



After -!$his t~ansactian o f  ltj28? -Isrolled in 1622, we h w ?  an interval, of 
50 pars witbout a record of the Rivers family. %y were np lo-g@?x.lt&ded 
proprietors, so do not figure in the C i a 1  ~ w v q  0~ other recwds: $2 the 
Cromallim or Restaration periods concerned with confiscation wnd sestLtuMon. 
of lsnd. But the Cf ty o f  Dublin hearth money rolls far 1666 - 67 show a 
JCcphen Rivers with f o u r  hewthe t a d d  at; 8 shillfngs. 

The re@aters of soae of the Dublin City pmishea @ve ua the next e e w  of 
the family. In %hose d f  S$,Catherim 1 s we meet E a b o  'Rivers, hgh ' f ie r  q f  
IktboZmew and June, born 24th Zuly, 'raptiscd tlza following day, and W i e d  -la 
December 1687. On 23rd Octabcr 1688 Bartholo~ew, and on 28th Apr i l  1691 W i l l i m n ,  
sam. of Bar-bhalmew Riwars were christened. The regletem af St.fichan'e'tel1 
ua that on 24th Barch 1697 the burial of Ba;r-tholaaew Rivera, "kild by fa11 of 
p g3~bmhot;bse~', took place. Spur athers m e  said to have been lollled in ' this 
accident, and two more, t o  have been -'burnt in pi? glasshouse" . Presumably they 
were all gLws blowws, Oae night iden%Lfy the Bartholomew who w a s  killed in 
1697 as the father o f  three children nentioned above. In obstaele, h~wever, is 
tfis.t St .Ca-t;berimT a has an entlly under DeceFpber 1699: 'Qarcus ye d%r of 3mtl.e 
Rivera baptf~ed 26th". Hovtever this may be, 1 Wnk it faixly aafe to asawrae 
$bat $he Xkwbholomew Rivera who was chris'ten~d in 1688 becaree the Iabacconiat in 
Thoma S t r e e t  whom we Sirs t  meet- in 1713 when he was rn&e averseer of a will by 
one John Billop. He is mentianzd again in a psi11 of 1718, wxl when directories 
begin Ga be published, he hp2&ars in the Uats of rnex~fianb and -bratiers of 
Dublin, with presses in T h ~ m e ~ s  Sweet  rL@t up to his death in 1753. If born 

16238 he aou1d then b ~ n  bcsr, 65. -His w i l l  mentiat35 n son Ch,arles, @ nfece! 
Jane Smalley? a nephew Clahb Snalley and ;Tan@ Rivers, deceased greuldmother of 
same; t b t  is, hie own ma'~har. Aftel' his dea*th the busLm~a in fCham8 Street 
was cwried on for a Furthqr .ten years d e r  the nam~ 09 33tvers.ay-d Smallsy, 

It is virtually cert&n tkt the -t;hree R i l f e r s  brothers who se%tled in 
Dungwrvan in the 1720's were re la ted to ~ t h o l o r n a w  the tobamoni~l, but the 
exacf rclaticnship cannot % ntotud. e night be the i r  father but, if born 
in 1688, i t  would xquire  Wo early marriages i n  succession, because the b e e s ,  
wha would then be hrs grandson, was born about 1730. The coupling of m 
uncommon Christian mme niYa a rare s w m e  (~ertholoraew and ~ ivers )  is aLways 
strong evidence that those ivbo be= the two mms are of the s m e  femily. In 
t h i s  imtanco 'one of the thee .3rofhers in Dungarvm wee m e d  Bartholomew , 
and he had an aunt in Dublin according t a   hi^ w i l l ,  Xureovar, t h e  f a c t  tlaat 
Bartholornew, the future banker, niarried a w i f  0 f rom a Dublin family, in Dublin, 
suggeats.that he had corneatiom wiah that city.  

Before -breakin& of the f&ly in Waterford, let us f inish off the Dublin 
line. Valentiae Rivera, a secular priest  of the Dublin di6cese; w a s  off ic ia t ing  
in St.MictzaeTts pariwh in 1698, being obl'iged to say EIass in the ohapel .them 
and nowhere else, Wdly enough he appears once, in 2720 , in a Proteatan+ 
register as offfciating clergyman at a rimrriage, He died  intestato i n  or 
short ly  before 1144t Gharlles Rivers, the son o f  the tobaccroniat, appears w a 
Du%lin merchant in many registered deeds of the 17?5Or~,176LYte and 1770's. Nax-t 
cam M o  d i s t i l l e r s  ~ 5 t h  sepmetc eddrasees. Pa.Gsick Rivers 62 Ghwch Stpee-t; 
appsess in directories From 1762 G,Q 1781; J o b  Rivers of 24 h a k e  SCreet, appewB 
Tram 1770 to 1799. John ra3sriad 8lasame Plunket in A p r i l  1766, but t he  name 
Rivers docs not agpbf- in 5-10 directo~y lists of Dublfn residents, nor in tmy 
registered dred r e l~ tLn3  t a  Dubla, after 1799. The parish regieters that I 
have. Been end the Dublin Grmta  I~ldex, contain several individwIs of the m e  
bssidea those that I have picked out before 1800. fmtey inclu3e a labourel?, a 
plasterer, a baker, a mariner, rz ner~hcnt  a d  Euphemia Rivers (1~28)~ wife of 
Hark Synnott of Drwcondra. !?%ere are none at all fraa 1800 onwards. Evidently 
the n a ~ e  had di=& ou t  in Dublin by the end of the 18th cenlury. 
The hivers B r o t h e m  o f  Dunprvon: 

' ~ s  already mentioned, three brothers settles i l .x  Zhu3gazvan;.Comty WaterSad, 
in the early 17301s. Their n a & s  were Michael, Patrick ard ~ ~ , t h o l & m e w .  We do - * 
not know their  o r i l e ~  cf sirniority, buVwtr(; w i l l  t ake  Bartholomew first. 



WCfl%we he was the first die , .  He m~tl:x5ml b e ,  daughter 60 IDWC Quarry of 
Wockane, Co. Vatex-ford, am3 by her had three daughters, Ha~y, Elizabeth and 
Anne, Mary married Edward Galwey of D m ~ m , n e r c h 8 a t S  and had issue. 
Tbia Edward w a s  z brother af  John Galwsy of barr ick on S u i r ,  and they were 
descendea frotz the Galweys of Lota, Go. Cork. Eli8abethrmmied Patrick Brertno~k~ 
a merchant i n  Co. Tipperary, and WE lived in Bungarma,u~$narried, and &ied ia 
1759. Barth~larnew maiie his w i l l  on 26th July 17?0 and it was proved on 22nd 
March 1742. He mentioned N s  daughters and hothers, a d  hls brother-in-law, 
Jrth Q ~ r x m  

The other  two brothers, both of then nerchant~ in Dwwvan, w r i e d  two 
sisters. k c h a e l  m r i s d  13my,deughter of Sichard S t r k t c h  of Glomel ,mere&nt, 
and Patrick married her sister,EIia~both, Both ooupLea were m i e d  before 
Str i tch  mde kia will in January 1735, and probably ten yema ax sa before that 
date. Wchael Rivere was ma~ried to a second wif~ ,  Jane O s b o m ,  by 1746,tbrough 
whom he acquired e leasebold interest in I& in Colligaa,aear Dung-. By a 
deed of 2nd Hay 1747, he canveyed this interest  f o  Damfaick F'sirrelF of Waterford, 
and that is the laat we hear of kin. He is probably the father, bx his first 
wife, of Barthalornew tbe banker rznd his brother, buti-1: i a  also possible tha t  
Patrick Riwrs and Elizabeth SEritch were %he parents. 

Satpick Rivers evidently Lived longer than Mi.chael, for he i a  recaxded in 
1749,1750,1756 and 1764, He ww probably the father of R i c W  Rivek.a of 
-in S t m u % ,  Clonm%l, brewer a& tanner. If so, he could not be the father of 
Bartholomew t b  banker, becttwe the latter axld B i c W d  of  Clonmel. were laat 
brothers ,  T h i s  Richard hnd a lease o f  prewises in A u n g ~ n  from Patrick Rivers 
in 1764. The memorial ~f the deed concerned does notnention a relationship 
bebeen them; but it 5s l ikely that ++hey were father aad son, Patrick a180 bzid 
h u  daughters (not m e d )  who married Tho- Plmagm and Charles IiIc C a r t h y ,  

PaWickRiv@rs,  the son ~f Richerd, may be fhe e-t;udedt of that nane 
who was attending Kilkcllny Academy in 1791. In 1843 he was a. 
neaber of ClomelG(3orporation - om of the 18 counclllars . Re diea 
6th January 1846,lertving S5 a yew towards the maintenance of the 
Fwsentation Convent schools in Clonuel. He wm the last of his 
name in that  town a d  was probably uma~cxied. 

We now return t o  the remining Ixrotfier of the first generation in aUngamra, 
Nicbel Rivers. By his first wife,Jda~y Stricb,, he was probably the father of 

B6;rtholsnew, the banker of whoa below. 
Richard, who tiled at Cwrick on Suix, 2nd Decenber 1790 andt 
w a s  described in the Clomel  W z e t t c  aa brother af 
&sthalonew Rivers o f  Wnterford. He,or one of his brothers 
(but nbt ~mtholorrew)  nust he the "Rixiere" fron Watexfo~d 
listed i n  an official returh of the foreigner8 resident in 
Bordeaux in the year L756,being ehom as clerk t o  n 
Nr,  Cbrnm from Dublin. 
Echael, of whoa we s h a l l  t reat  later. 
Joseph,who had a legacy of  520 f r o n  his bmtber Micbel  i n  
1807 . 
Thomas, of D u n g a r m  who had la@cies fPom his brothers 
Nichael (1807) and ~ t h o l o n e a  (1809). The latter left him 
his clathea. 

Kate,who namied NcDematt of C o r k  and died befme 1008. 
CeciZy,who married John Rwsall  o f  the c i t y  of Wlaterfoxd, The 
aarrieage articles are dated 2'7 IToveraber 175.6 and w e  witnessed 
by Edwasd Galwey o f  Dungar~ul,Bztrtholo~ew Rl r se r s  of Waterf ord, 
and &ry Rivers,tho sister, The Ruf3solls were kreweT3 and wine 
merchants in '#aterford,aocording LUCES~S Bi~ect~ry,~?87. 
Harytaf Dungaman,epinster. She w a s  a witness to the above 
tnentioned mt ic les  in 1156 and to a dead of Fatrick Rive-ss in 
the saw@ par. 



B ~ r t o l o r n e w  f i l v e r e ,  Banker : - 
. ~ t h o 2 o m e w  Rivers, probably the e ldes t   SO^, w a s  wasried in 1753, BQ he mpt 

have been bexm at least as early ae 1792, end geshcps several years before that;. 
Hia obilahood w m  spent in D ~ ~ n g ~ r v a l l ,  but by the tine of his aarriage he Z R ~ B  
al~eady in business in Waterford. He married W y ,  d&u&%t;or of Ph i l ip  Blake af 
Dublin, pa~~€1k6r.  The mamiage articles a m  dated 10th hgmt 1755. b y  had a 
a o ~ r  o f  8500. 

3y the 1760's Bartbalonew had bu51-t up n thriving bwiness and w a ~  one of 
the principal nerchmta of Waterford. His ~zrmouncmerrfs in local newtspapew 

had a l w  renewed. the l e m  of his wh01esEL'Le grocery warehouse in Waterford .and 
added several hq3rr)vemnts. Ee was inporting and sellfng wines,spXrtta,hops 
teas,mgars,spices eta. In the & m e  paper af gth January 1768, he mounc?ed 
tbat,"At hia s o a t  wholesale w&ehouse in Bro.m-3 Stroet,Vaterford, be se l l s  teas, 
caff eas, wines, run, brandy, hapa, oilso etc, Extrao~dimry encauragelil~nt t o  
those who buy for ready w n ~ y ' ~ .  Bartholomew wag also a ship orrPnBr. In the same 
paper of 13th July lmrj he adver t is~s  that his vessel; The E a r l  of Tpane , has 
just arrived.fmo1 Botterdm, She 28 to returm to Holland at once and will W e  
Sreight Pund pernewer8 reasonably. And so it went on, unt i l  ia 1777 he decided 
to open a banEr. A t  t h ~ t  period, a8 a @fttho3ic, he c o d d  not be bead of a lank, 
ao he obtaiaed e Protestmt parmer in the person of Nbmy Hayden 09 3 m w t r i l 1 ,  
Co.Kilkt;m$. Bwtholamw then mnouwed in the Septenbsr and October p a p e m  that 
he 'ki.ntsnded declining Eercantile Bwincss" and sequesta that all debts due to 
him. be paLd.before &st Soveraber 1777. EtLs letc clerk E2.Job.n Belah, will dispase 
of kgls present stack in trade, "on vary cncouraghg terms t o  thc 33pyer;whieh 
stock consists of choice old wines of different klnds in Wood and Bott'Le,R4un, 
Brandy and Goneva,hndon Porter, new Uncra l  Water,Tea@,Coffee and Chocolgte, 
S a l t p e t r e ,  R a i s i n s ,  Figs sad Almonds, fine Elsenoh Indiga, Madder, Bedwaad,Logmod, 
Sumack aud G a l l q ,  SaLZad,Repe Exld Lintseed Oyle, Paint ing Colours,Crown Window 

i 
Glass, choice L Q ~ P  Tobacco e t c .  " 

The bank opened an 1st N~vember 1777 under the nane of Hayden m d  R L w r s .  
Two days previously s. mtica had appeargd in B&s@;y!s JVaterford 'Chmnicle , 
Pimls lieinster Journal , and no aoubt in the other loccl papers of the parlad, 
!he partners arlp10unce the decision to open the bank, '' in the house where #aid 
River@ dwslls''. They beg leave, " to offer thenselves %a %ht. Favour Etrrd 
Prateation of their  Fxicnds an& tbc P ~ b l i c k ' ~ ,  R e a l  end parasncl ea.t;ntes of 
cans-ide~:aIsLo value w i l l  be vesCed in tho  band8 of the trustees in o p l e l t p  t o  
enamc the confidence of the public. The advmtcge to e mmercial oity  of a 
bank erected on a soliii and substant in1 bsis is atrossed. The Directors  , 
llunconnected with Party, pledge themelvee t o  the Publick, that they will do 
everything in their  power to pronote and improve the C~wmercial Interest; of this 
CityTf,  lTHams of attendance at the B W  will be Sran Ten to Two,  ars at the 
Bsllks of Corke". 

Local papers af March 1778 carriad the following advertisement: f7T0 be l e t ,  
the house and offices on John98 Hill, cormonly called "The Turret'?, which 
Bastholanc~w Rivera  lately occup~ed~'. It sftens,then, the* the hark w a ~ t  &t first 
located qn John's Bill, but, four months later, noved t;o lhmonstrand Street. 
Bartho1or;lew nay b V e  novet3 his private residence t o  Ilranore about %Re sane tine. 

Tt is fron.1778 onwards, efter he had b a c ~ i ~  a bemker, that Bartholomew 
aeqtaired property in Brwore  and began to take M. in teres t  in t h e  developmeat of 
the place as a seaside resort. The A c t  of 1778 enabling Ca tho l i c s  to take  long 
leasas woulfi have encouraged W. B s  activt t iaa them were already w e l l  
advanced by '1786, when the aaqand edi t ion  of The Pas tchaiso Conpani,an was 
publiahed, TMs early. g u i d e  book nakcs the followring statment Wer Prmwe.  
''The town, which farnerly c ~ W i s t c d  of flishenenfs huts, w a s  bu i l t  in a acQt-t;@xed, 
irregular nsnner; but is de i ly  inproving under i t s  prwent proprietm , 



-and euitable for building, in Tramre. G E U X X I W , P . B ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Ki$to~y of. 
Clonmal (p. 3m) says that at the t ine ~f GEL@ c o l h q s e  of thg bank, ' he had 
projected a large reclanation schew on the Back $-tr.md. The f a i lu re  of 
Hayden and Rivers1 Bank. ini ipri l  1793 put mi end to the ~scben~s &.rid enterprises 
of B&tholonew Rivers, Be l ived quietly in %more for the rew5xi.q sbsteen 
years of his  life. 

E.nnfs Leimste~ Journal far 27th July  1793 lists the properties sffered f o r  
sale in the mtter of %he bankruptcy of Harder, & Rivers as follows: 

tb, Hqdentw h ~ ~ % e  an4 beautiful dcuesae Of Smw~lf,CoaKilkenny1160 acres. 
A n  estate in fee amplea subjec-t: t o  a life armuity of AC2OO. - a d j u i n i a  Snowhill, 65 acses. 
Cellarstown in the liberties of Rilkemy, 186 acres. 
'pmevire (?;) . Queen% C 0 248 Acres. 
Nr.Haydenls holding i n  'Prmure, yearly p ro f l t  rent EG.8.6 . 
Coalrahew and Cswbnagr~ge,Qo ,Kilkanny, 400 acres. 
Ballysh~tleen,C a .%ater%ard, 245 a c m a  . 
ICnoclrondufTe,Co, Waterford, 164 acres. 
Bellynolla,Co .W,'$ixxf 0x6, (? Ba;llynolla't :- ) . 
Ihllyfin, Ccr.Gork, 
Tbea  f i e lds  a$ BswLom ia the l ibe r t i es  af Waterford. 
Crobally, Co.Waterford, 132 ecras. 
K i lhagh  , Co.Tippesary, 82 acres. 
Wa R5versrls holding in 'Pho~stowrrr,Co.Kilkenny9which contained a mill, 
eu3 'W and an island, 23 acres. 
Xilypnner, Co. Waterford, 170 acres. 
Litt le Island, Co.Waterfoxd, 176 acres on which is a dairy of 76 aaws and 
the wh~le. set Go a da i ryam.  The cawe and interest in the h n d  -to be sold 
together. Nine years of the Leasa to x+un. 
Ek.RLvere 'a internst in semral. houses in %.tcrf ord. 
Houses and concerns fomerly in posseasion o f  Jmea Jlemon in Sfaterfard . 

8 n o w h i l l  was perllape the only holding in Pae Siaple. The rest wag& all ,ar 
naaxly all ,  Xeaahald ifiterests, aoqu%red, not inhertted.  It i.? a& that %he 
Tmaore property of B~+~thoJoncw is not irrcludsd, 
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3&thahnew Bvers had one son and two daughters surviving. Si;a other 
children appem to have died i n  infwcy, The son, Joseph Rivers, (baptised at 
3t.Patriclr1s un 21st March 1772) became @ 1Lsuterrarzt in the' QeLultier Ca"(i&1ry 
(militia) from 1793, Bnd died w r i e d  at the end of 1797. In his ml1,dated 
29th Emember in that year he says: 'tlAs my aiater  Itate Power has generously 
supported m e  and my father, mother and s i e t e r  A n n e  &.me my father's f&Itire In 
busislaso, and ha# pxamiaed to omtinue t a  do ap, I. leave her my beaaehold 
interest i n  Tmer C F O @ U ~ ~  Pr8ma~e'~ and sverytking elseu, The sister K&ia had 
m e d ,  in Hay L783, Bichrslaa Power of B ~ l l Z Y l a l r i f l ,  and wae anoestm of the 
Powers of Belleme and Paithlegg Elnd therefom of the present mLter. She lmd 
her brother Joseph, her eister Anne (bqtised at St,Patrickf s ,24th ~ ~ r i l , 1 7 5 3 ) ,  
4 her mother l iv ing  with her at 3alEmk~11, she  ate) had% become a widow 
one yeas? a.fter the failure of the bank. 

IWry R i w r a , ~ e e  Blake, the W e  of Bartholomew, died at BalXiuakS11 in 
Oc$ober 1799, Apart from a Legacy "to the House of Industry. for poor Females * 

now building at ESenneasyls Road ", she left everything t o  her daughter, Kate 
Power. 

Bartholamew Bivqr~ died in Wmixce ''at er w r y  advsulced age" oa Wedneeday 
27+h September 1809. .Xn hts  all, wUch is dated 15th Boveaber 18Q6, he disecta 
that debts incurred since J u m  1793 are +a be paid rin the f h m t  instance. He ' 

inpeaches the carduct of his trustees t o  whom he then conveyed his property, 
viz.  Elober-G D o b b p ,  Simon I?ewpoxt, Wmpbrey May, ALexmder Wallace and 
Robert Power, trOn;Ly for their p o a s  mglcct these a ix teen  years &here was 
ample t o  p ~ y  a l l  my debts. Henry Hayden' s to me and ta the bank were 
considerable", He mention@ proper t i es  held f o r  hhu by Edward Lee and then 
continues: " I leaw md bequeath ell my property -to my belaved daughter Ka$e . I Power,aliaa EiiTp~rs, subject t a  E7Q a year t o  ny daughter Anri RLvess, .,.,... 
I desire that  ny da@ter Kate do reserve uy dwel~ngpiouse in Gre@nla W e ;  
Tramore, known eta Gm.C?nls Home, and all Lanil and garden belonging thereto,  md 
M t u r e , f o r  her own use and rcaidencc", EIe desires t o  be buried in %ha vault 
of  hie unale,Bar.&hol~mw Rivers df D-n. 

It ia clear that Bartholomew ha not lost d l  his pmperty in 1793,and bia . 

ha- a prexogatdvs will means that  he possessed a8set.s worth &5 or  awx in , 
more than one diawee, e.g. Ossary as well as Waterford. It is not know 
whether Kate Power ever took up residence in :"rarriore. She W&S a% lW.liaII 
when her father died axld moved t o  Eaith'Legg af-t;er her aecoad son purchased 
it. She died at Baithlegg House on 7th L i a b  1031 a8sd 76. 

The * F m i l y  of M i c h ~ e l  Rivers of C~rrPck on F u ! ~ . I :  

We now revert to Bartholomew~s younger brother  -Michael who also had 
interest  i n  Tramore. He had a hardwarc business in'Elichae1 Street according t o  .. 
Lucrcsl a ~irectori of 1787. In 1784 he' was a signatory to a pet i t ion  for a I 
mil packet 'between Wnterf or6 and LElf ord H~ven. The Weterford Herald o f  27th 
September 1791, amounces his sale by auction of  several homes, l o t s  of land 
a d  s t ab l e s  i n  Trmore  md gives his private  adfiress as Lrtdy Lane. In Apr i l  
1792,together with Bartholonew and Joacpb Rivers, be signed t he  Catholic 
Dec3szatf on', -id a year l a t e r  he sf gnrea the Address presented t o  George ELI I 

by the Catholics of Waterford. IIc nwried Nllary Nhite of Clonnel early in 1764, I 

.wit3 died on 4th November 1807. His w i l l  was proved on 28th Deceulmr following. I 

He l e f t  E500 to his wife Nary, "X a year to his brother Thomas,&20 t o  his 
brother Joseph, &40 a yew t o  his daughter Alice, &20 t o  his niece Mary Russell 1 
of Dungasvan, and &lo to his n iece Kate Power. He l e f t  610 t o  the ch i ld  or 
ch i ld ren  of his deceased s i s to r ,Ka te  UGIcDemott o f  Cork, and one shiZling to U s  
l t l y i ~ , m l i c i o u s  and undutiful daughter k la ry  Tobin", but &LO t o  e ~ c h  of her 
three children. Enal ly ,  he loft E2r3 f a r  the education of poor children in 
Pramore. I f i s  son Michael. was tho executor, who proved the wild. 



me vundutiful''daugbter W y  had w r i e d  Robert Tobin 09 C l a m l  ih 179% 
( m l w e  arttolea dated 27th. JW), who then settled in Waterford anb 
estab2lshed a grocery busin~ss i n  Michael Stree t .  He is l i a t e d  Plz' F%gatla 
Dimot;ory, 1824, as grocer Etna Do8 dealer. Ife died an 25th F e b w y  lWW, 
having been 40 yeass in business in Waterford. !the Bataxford Mail of 2nd 
September 1840 publishes the fo1lmZn.g notice: - To le t ,  the home at the caq.ex 
of  Sahn S t r e e t  sad Lady W e  in which the lsw Robert Tabin lived. Apglg 
J,M, R i v e r s ,  Iybrougbeg Czst le .  

l!liehaelRivexs of 'Bybxoughney Cmtle, new CarxIsk-nnSutr, fa the only 
reoarded son of Michael the oldex. In 1804 he contribu%ed to the fund for the 
bui ld ing  of the Oatholic church at Carrick. In 1807 he proved his fa ther ' s  
will, as we have aeen. In the Cenaua of 1821 he is described as:- 
%Tiphael fivers,49,&ntlemm,70 awes, agent to Power of Bellewe; liw at 
!Pybro@ney Castle* . His wife Helen ia said t o  be 49 also, aPd one son and 
four dwghtera aro listed with tkir xeapectiw ages, 

Tybroqhney C m U e  and estate (652 acres) w w  leased i n  1783 and purchased 
in 1792 by Hfcholsw Power, the husband o f  Katc R i e r e .  Wjohola left the 
!t!ybrou@msy property t o  hia e'ldeat son Patrick Power, later of Belleme, nert;r 
Slieveue,Co.KiJkemy. Patrick evitrently mPtde his mothart$ f3rs.t cowin,Hichel 
Rivers, agent for the property and leesed h i m  the home and 70 acres. 

! b e  Waterford W l  of 24th F e b m y , l 8 3 O  published a letter from Pdiohaol 
Rivers, 'Ilybraughney,promieing his support to Lord George Be~esforZt a t  the 
forthcaning General Election. Since the passing of the Catholic EmmipatLon 
Act in L829, he said, he had no caum for a p p ~ a i t i o n  t o  Lord G e ~ r p .  Ife c8m.A.ed 
out his proase ,  aad the safne papex of 7th Apri l  following reported that he wm 
attack& at the Cbpe1,Carrick-oa4uir, the pr sv ious  Sunday becaws he voted 
for Lord George Beresfordm Furthermore, the same paper o f  1st b y  r e ~ o r t e d ,  
t tzat Hichaelk san Joseph h& b w n  followed by a crowd in C~bx~rick-on4uir "and 

caT.%ed opprobrious m e a l '  because his fatber had voted for Lord George. 

H c h a ~ l  prob~lbly had property near Cappoqiin POT we f i n d  a notice 3a the 
Waterford M a i l  of 19 th  November 1831 as follows: - To ba l e t  f o r  such t e r n  as 
my be agreed upon, the corn stores of M r .  Rivcrs wi th  k i l n  and a dwelling house 
atthchcd, Si tuated on Ihe BlackWaterg one mile from Cappaquin. . - .  . , .  

Echae l  married in 1195 Helena Catherine Comnack, and diea in Waterford on 
23rd Elarch 1834 "of gout i n  the  atomchv, a t  t he  age of 64. H f s  widow died in 
May 1845 at the home sf her son-in-law,Dr.A.Eyw in Carrick-onSuir. The 
newspaper no-t;ice malres her 84, so t h a t  she would have been 9 y e a o  older than 
her husband, if their reported ages are comect.  The 1821 Cemw, w we have 
aeen, gives then th atme age (49), v ~ c h  vasuld make them 62 and 73 
respectively when they tSied. Recent iado~mst ion  indicates t h a t  Ekhael wae hptiaerd 
on 13th June, 1771. T h e  h& isfsue: 

Richael 3t,John, who succeeded his father in ICyrbr~ughney, but 
died at the castle in early March 1839, apparently Witfiout iasue. 
Joseph KcWel,  who succeeded his brother. 

Ame, aggd 17 in 1831. It ia pxobablg 8he who w r i e d  ~r .A*% 
of Carrfck-on-Suir and waa alive in 1058. 
ffetrriet , who married on 52;i July 182'3, Bdwwd W h i  tby B ~ i s a o e  of 
IEami#town,Co.IUUcenny. She w a s  alive in 1858 and he in 1884. 
Wilhelmina, aged 13 in 1821, who marrfed, on 27th November 1830 
Thaw C W L e s  Wvsy,E,D. She was probably Bead by 1858. 
E l i s a ,  aged 9 in 1821, became a nun in Clonmel md was l iv ing  
in 18%. 
Dorathea or Dora, aged 8 in 1821. She was  married; i n  August 
1858 there waa ean inquby i n t o  her nental state,and she w a ~  
found t o  be of unsound d n d  -,we preaune, conmittLed t o  an 
i m t i t u t i o n .  It waa atatud a% the inquiry that  her next of kLn 

*See I r i s h  GeneEGbgi~-s%, 2978, P* 648 





Sources (iidditionai to those wlltiAd in text) .  
" 1 

Cha;rWaries of St. Mary's Abbey, Dublin, e d . G i 1 b r . t .  

(in  ati in) , ed 'Prpshm. 
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