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MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION.

Year seems fto follow year with such rapidity that it is easy to overlook when
the last annual subscription was peid. 411 members who had paid for 1977
have received each copy of Decies for 1978. For those who have not yet paid
their 1978 subscription, hewever, a 'reminder" is enclosed, the current sub-
geription of £2,50 having been due since last January. We regret that we
carmot continue to send Decics to those whose subscriptions are more than
twelve months in arrears a5 their membership is deemed to have lapsed.

Therefore, if you bave »eceived a reminder, please act now., A full list of
the 1978 membership will be published in Decies 10 (January, 1979).

Wew members paying the subscription for 1979 in the last four months of 1978
will be entitled to membership from the time of payment, lfembership open
to all; the subscription for 1979 is siill £2.50 to be sent to:-

Mrs. R. Lumley, (Hon. Treasurer, 0. W. S.)
23, La’sy Terrace, Waterford,

TDITORIAL.

We have had many requesss for back numbers of Decies, I'or each issue we had
tried to enticipate the numbers required, While it is gratifying to find

demand so conbtinuously in excess of owr k' ~r-=4 anticipations, we do appreciete
the frustration of our eadership resuliing from inability to obtain back
copies, However, to rer2oduce them would be a most formidable task and the

publication of current research seems to have greater priority. Instead, we
hope to produce a comprehensive index o all issues &g soon as possible.
Compiling it, however, will be a long and tedious task; we'd be very grateful
for offers to help with it from members of the 0ld Waterford Society. It
would also be useful to vs for Tuture issues if members would communicate to
us their opinions on format 37d content of this and previous issues.

Our thenks once again to Waterford Corporation without whose help and encourage-
ment we could scarcely survive, and specifically to the much-tried goodwill

of our typists, Miss Eileen Murphy and iMrs. Nancy Dunphy. Contributors tend

to be taken for granted, but without their research and cooperation there would
be no "Decies . Our thanks to them and to the dozen or so patient members of
our society who have performed the tcdious task of assembling, stapling and
preparing for post the last three iscuaes,

Held over to Decies 10 are "Repcrts of Summer Outings'", matters "Arising from

Previous Issues" . the promised re »2nse tg .the Su é?emmnj on Klll in Decies 8
and reports o7 recent publications o local .1Jtur1 interest



(ii Becord of Recent Destruction and Present Threat)

By Ian V.J, Lunley

Waterford City though possessing meny fine and varied buildings and
monuments, has yet over recent centuries continually suffered seriocus losses,
The destiuction of the 0ld Christ Church Cathedrsl, the greet stone merchant's
houses of the 16th and 17th centuries, and of the old James Gandon Courthouse in
Patrick Street, stand out perticularly., Nevertheless, all were succeeded by
buildings which, 1if not equal in value or interest to the lost, were yect of the
highest quality. The old Cathedral was succceded by John Roberts'! great
masterpiece, probably the finest 18tn century ecclesiastical edifice in Ireland;
the old mansions by the splendour of the town houses of Georgian Waterford with
their fine but little known or apprecisted decorative plesterwork; and the old
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courthouse by Sir Richard Morrison's jrpressive building in the Park.

The last 15 to 20 year period has continued to be one of destruction but
with the very ilmportant distinction that very little likely to be considered
enduringly worthy has been created in compensation, particularly in the City
Centre. Destroy but not rebuild has been the genersl trend, and where
rebuilding has taken plece it has usually been alien to the general character
of the city and impoverished in inspiration, The prospect for the future shows
no improvement for fthere arec now more important buildings at present under
immediate threat, or with an uncertain future than have been destroyed over
recent years. )

DESTROYED BUTTLDINGS ATD FELTURES

Though only one of the losses which has occurred in the last 15 to 20 yeears
could be described as of outstanding or naticnal importance,(the interior of
3t.0laf's Church), the whole list when put together gives a pieture which is
quite alarming.

The most important loscés (illustrated here) were:

S+t. Thomas'! Church (fig.l)

Excluding the rather doubtful claims for the West gable and doorway of

St., Olaf's this was the oldest churc» remnant in the City. It s history has
been a subject of confusion, but thc Chancel arch which was the only surviving
feature was of undoubted 12th ceatury, and probably early Anglo-Norman date,
It wag round arched with simple mouldings and bulbous capltals. As the stones
have been destroyed it is imposgible to comment upor it more precisely. In
addition the tombstones of the surrounding graveyard were also destroyed with
their inscriptions left unrecorded. '

o

This wreckage was done in 1967 by the ovmers of the site, as what can
only be called an act of vondalism., It is olmost difficult to belicve that
such losses can still happen in this supposedly enlightened age as only the
most mean cslculation could hove coveted the small space of ground which the
ruin occupied. For about 10 years nothing was done with the bulldozed site
until it was sold and now scrves as a public car park.



ST, OLAF'S CHURCH (INTERIOR) (fig.2)

Standing on & Viking site end incorporoting sncient remz2ins in its south and
west wells, this church is a rebuilding of 1733-'4 , by an unknown architect under
the direection of Bishop 1illes, The Bishop was a noted High Church figure of his
time who built meny other churches in the Diocese including St.Patricks in the
City, now happily serving the Presbyterian esnd Methodist communities and saved
fren the fate of S5t,0laf's.

St.0laf's, with its great south doorwey and splendidly furnished interior was
by fer the grandest. With the exception of its glazing it survived unaltered end
was o grect rarity of its period in Ireland. Sadly the Church of Ireland had
neither the numbers nor the resources to maintain it, so that after & number of
years of disuse end decay its interior has been systemeotically dismantled. NMuch
of the destruction wes carried out throughout European Architectural Heritage Year,
1975, end still continues. No significant core or protest from any locel or
netional body has been heerd. The beautifully detailed western gallery screen heés
already been removed and mutileted and along with it the 18th century organ with
its fine carved case, the marble baptismal font, the black and white marble aisle
paving, the pialastered box pews, thc rare original communion reil with the steps
about it, the morble topped communion table with the parquet floor bencath it, the
broass chandeliers and some of the wall panelling have all been removed and
distributed to unsuitable locations. The magnificent three decker pulpit and
cenopied Bishops' Throne yet remain, in a neglected state with carvings damaged,
intended to be housed eventuclly in the restored Cathedral.

The breaking up of 5t,0laf's should of course never hove been permitted to
occur,reflecting both thec hopeless inadequacy of plamning legislation and the
shameful lack of local concern over o churcn of such very grect importence. When
all the fittings heve been removed it will be a desolate wreck with only the
ornate pilasters and scroll pediment of the rercdos and the remains of the west
gellery left.

CATHEDRAL SQUARE (Figs. 3 & 4)

Situated in the heart of the ancient Viking settlement and dominated by the
great Church of Ireland Cathedral, the Square end the streets immediately around
1t form the most interesting ond d istinctive streetscapes in the City. Until
recent years it was an unblemished harmony of 18th century buildings ell fitting
in with and enhencing each other.

Two disastrous demclitions heve now taken place. The more serious was that
of the handsome late 18th century house, 1o,12, on the Colbeck Street corner,
with its fine stone doorcase and sidewing,(fig,4). Serving in its time a5 a
Crimean Var hospital end leter as the Bishop Foy Girls' School, it was
demolished after a period of shomeful neglect in 1974, along with the entire
north side of Colbeck Street, The most undesirable views from the Squarc are
now exposed and its whole enclosure destroyed. The replaccment proposed and for
which Planning Permission was grented (i.c. the two large office blocks designed
to £ill the sites at both sides of the Bishops Palace) is now thenkfully unlikely
to be constructed.

The other loss, that of the mid 18th century housc on the Henrietta Street
corncr,lo.34 Peter Street (fig.B) hag spoiled the north side of the Squere. I
hes been replaced by an unzuthorised,low,crudely finished,corrugoted iron roofed
shed which the planning authorities will hopefully losc no time in removing.
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Along with these demolitions there hove been other leosses, In the mid 60's
the old Deanery lost its fine stone doorcasc and railings , greatly impoverishing
that seetion of the Sguare, The railinged cerrioge sweep of the Bishop's Paleace
with its flanking rusticated gateways, was mutilat
T

ed in 1974 and unadvisedly
destroyed in 1977, witih the coupletion of the restoration work on the building.
In a2ddition one of the houses on the north side suffered the inscrtion of 2

tasteless new doorway.

If there had been proper plenning legislation Cathedrol Square should have
been made & complete conservation arec, but now its unity and enclosure have been
destroyed, probably irrcvocubly.

MASON SCHOOL, IADY IANE ( fig. 5)

£ Teautifully detafﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁeorgia‘ fem, #His sciaool wos founded in 1740 by
Susenneh Mason, deughter zand heiress of Sir John Mason, for 34 poor girls, thus
making it one of the first girls schools in the country. Her fine tomb, by
Van llast, may be secn in Christ Church, The building was of four bays, with
limestone door ond window surrounds, guoins and cornices. In the centre was a
pedinent containing the Mason srms surrounded by festoons and the inscription:
"Pietas Maspniana MDCCXLY.

The building ended its carecr as a pown office and then suffered the usual
period of disuse ond abuse before demolition, which teook place despite the efforts
of the Georgion Society to scve it. The site is now occupied by o little-used
private cer park,

ADELPHT TERRACE (fi;.6)

Called after the idam Brothers! fdelphi in London, this impressive terrcce of
three houses was built in the late 18th century, by the brothers Samzel and
William Penrose. They were of high quality red brick with good doorways and
interior decorative plasterwerk. The centre housc contoained & particulerly fine
steircase with an claborate plaster vaulted ceiling,supported by slender pilasters.
It was similar to one which still fortunotely survives in the only remaining great
house of MNew Strect, the 3t.John's Church Presbytery.

The site is now levelled and epporently little used.

MANOR STATION RATIWAY SQUARE (fir.7)

Serving the Tramore Railway this attractive station was built around 1853 by
an unknown sorchitect working under the dircction of the contractor,Willism Dar zen,
the "Railway King'" of the period, It wces of red brick with limestone dressings
ond similar in type to other stations in the south and east. The style was a
hybrid cne with Elizabethon chinmneys,door end window surrounds end with William
end Mary style curvilinear gables,

With the lamentable closure of the rocilway it suffered a long period of
disuse before demolition. The site is now occupied by a garage and car perk.
Fortunately its smeller twin in Tremore survived in worthy care,
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OTHER T05S:

The pra~zding nave 1 the more serious losses, There have been many
others individuslly wnot of goent ueportance bud which combine ftogether to complete
an alarming piciure.

P gt 5 4

85. Thomos! Chureh hos not been Sha only part of medieval Waterford to suffer
Taough much excellent work hes been donu Ly EhC Corporation in exposing and
repoiring tlhe Ciiy Walls pand Towers,; suall te mutiletion of walls has
occurred in othor areas. One such site Leswsen the Bishopls Polace and Colbeck St,
wag of possible o7 ' importence, The abuse of Blockfrisrs has

contjnu~d narticuler v the cornstruciion of o comncreisl extensicn abutting the
fiorth Hove woll., Teo lote medisval houg» ot St.Micheel's Church in Litile

._l

Michoel Street haoo been badly mutilsated ond 1ts fine segmented crched limestone
firepleoce destruyed. The clersgy-house of old St.Patricks Church of the same
period in Carripgeen Lone hos also veen obusced. In addition the last remaing of
the 16th corniury Jesuit College ofl Arvndel Souare have heon obliterated.
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Lo 7c“7g>
acstruction of
Station, -ant kv

regreT ”bl(" one.

ozen conzidereble . The
Adnlph’ Terrace,formerly the Gorda
rte 2onl fame, was o particulerly
mid 18th century house in the City
work, Lost one of i1te best
v down., Iv 18 likely thot in an
Cecrgion «vcco $hat mony other losses have  ocecurred within
waraccrdeds A rbﬁmu of fine doorways in the Lady Lene
2 howve boon destroyed or matileted end the docorway of the
historic lhouse beside lar e Strecet Schoo qu‘liﬁlﬁlj" designeted for preservation ,
was olso destro; ;i erivly Dy zn oversight, Thoe Mall, though moany of its
bulildings hed V2 ctorinn hCWbﬂlllquCﬁ“”? 55111 retcined its Georgian
proportion which 19 rvow destroyed Uy the dem.’  tions which have token place
within the last 10 years

the pceriod,
and Henrievoo

of ©.,1849 in the Perk, one of the city's
come neur to loss. Through deplorable
' and is now to be restored ot
proper maintencnec had been
afe il proprse to retain the great
LXkely bo lose much of its structurzl integrity,

ceasry lons has beon that of the Apple Market Clock. The
forviord for ita coo-ecl wos the high cost of repairing the

ism which howove 8 no recson for levelling the ;ntlro
vivive waste

sub. e monzy, oL should have been maintoined

88 ¢ lendmorls an? keptl F Ly avollable to repair the
mechanisn. Aprroximai W HTE, spoce Another
unnecessary cet of destruciion wos on the orncote fountain
in the Park, destiroyving o upper stoges, probobly beyond repair.
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flogged fooipoths which
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et least secured the
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The lost 15 to 20 yeor period hos cbove 2ll seen o drometic deteriorotion in
the whole quality cnd cherceter of the Centre Oity shopping crec,mosti  strongly
evidenced by the dewtructiun of many of the best shopfronts. The quclity of whot
has generclly repleced then is too obviously awful to need much comment - the
lurid tlleu,QIUJlﬂlhD window franes,hideous colour schemes ond the plestic letters
ond signs each vying with the other in vulgority and broash ostentation. In some
garish sims invede whole foacodes destroying fenestration lines ond

3

oportions. Readers will be immediotely familicr with the worst extmples

If such creations are really needed to allure and bait the imnocent shopper
then the stote we have cone to is o sorry one. The end result can only be cn
almost continuous ribbon of bad teste gone wild,anonyuous in chorccter and leoaving
‘aterford no different from cny other town or city in the Euro-American comnmercicl
world.

BUILIDINGES ULDER

Among the importent building
stand out Tar above the rest in urge
Hospital. Under present CLICUJotanCGU the po
particularly serious onc.

is at present under threat two
1e Mall and the Holy Ghost
ition of the latter is &

N0.33 THE MALL (fig. 8)

This unusual late Georgian building , once the tovm house of a branch of
the Carew family, is importent both architecturally eand historically. The bow
front with its large area or window 18 The only example in the City, and a great
rarity in Ireland, Cori being the only place where such features survive in
number . In addition,its position on the east side of the lall, acting as a focus
point in both directions, is most important. Historically the a0L“° has
connections with the Young Irelenders as the "JTolfe Tone club met there in 1848
and Thomas I'rancis lMeagher is said to have delivered an election address from its
windows to a campaign meeting in the Mall,

The condition of the building has now seriously deteriorated so that unless
a leasee can be Tound preparced to put Torward the cost of reconsftruction &
demolition order will be enforced upon it for public safety., Reconstruction could
of course be cheaper than demolition and erecting a new bullding which would not
be for many years, if at all,

The loss of this house would be disastrous to the Iall which has been badly
enough abused already, domevor present hope for its future is enccuraging as the
Vaterford fAssoclation of An Taisce heve taken the matter firmly in hand,

HOLY GHOST HOSPITAL: (Migs. 9 & 10)

Designed through an open competiticn by the Dublin architect,d. J O'Callaghan
this splendid building was erected in 1832-'4 at e cost of £15,000, 0O'Callaghen
was a notable architect of his time and eancther of his most important works
the Dolphin Hotel in Essex Street Dublin, is also at present in danger, The
hospital was regarded as well designed and arranged when built, but has now
been replaced by a new one behind 1u9ef_101eac but architecturally nondescript.

The hospitel is Oﬂt around & square court but the only section worthy of
preservation is the front range (fig.9). It is an eleven part twe ctorey

composition with & moct attractive use of local rubble stone,brick and granite
dressings. The entronce is through a pointed archway with wrought-iron gates,
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Iive fronted gables,surmounted by filials in iron work , give an impressive
roofline and a pleasing rhythm to the building, Rising in the centre is the
handsome wooden clock structure with its delicately. slated spire and wrought
iron weather vane. The whole is set in well planted grounds with good front
railings and gateway and a very fine gate lodge (fig.lo) s &ll of which combine
to achieve a most memorable unity.

At present the entire site is in immediate danger of being levelled., The
new establisnment regquires an extension and it is clzimed that this can only bhe
done by selling the site of the old bulldinz and ground to the front. The only
likely purchaser is the South Hestern Health Board who are interested only in a
levelled site for the building of a dey centre, Unless a purchasecr can be Tound
prepared to maintain the front range of the building or unless the Health Board
can be induced to do so there is no hope for it. Suech = solution epart from other
considerations is obviously far more economic, The building is in good condition
and the cost of adaptation would be considerably less than that of demolition and
rebuilding. There would be ample ground-space for new buildings at the back,
leaving the grounds and gate lodge unaffected, As a last resort if it proves
impossible to maintain the entire front ran then the central section,i.e. the
three central gables and the connecting portions between them as well as the
clock tower must at the very least be saved, This would create & Tfocus for a
new complex of buildings,

¢

Time however is quiclkly running out

BUITDINGS OF UNCERTAIN TUTURL

There are a number of important building whose future may be considercd
uncertain either because of disusc,abuse or deterlorating condition., The
immediacy of threat to them varies greatly , but in no case csn it be
disregarded.

The most important members of this group (illusitrated herc) arc 3 -

E
57, OLAR!'S CHURCH:(Pig.1l)

The future of the very siructure of this remarkeble building is now a matter
of uncertainty and dis vieting rumour as 1ts roof timber is decaying. AT
present the wrecked interior is being used as a bullder's store and worishop for
the duration of the restorabtion work on Christ Church.”

The fate of the cluurch is presently undecided, At all costs its external
appearence must be prescerved unaltered and the most wortihy use which could be
found for it would be that of a civic museum end exhibition centre, the structure
Itept ready for the day when & more appreciative generetion might wish to
reunite its splendid Turnishings and fittings and reverse the deplorable loss
which has been suffered. ' ' -

CATHEDRAL SQUARE: (Figs.12,13,14)

Though ean intolerable amount of loss has already taken place there is a
prospect of yet more. A number of the houses in the very important group of
seven on the north side, (figs.12 & 13) arc in poor structursl condition and
unless repair is done in the near future irreversable detericration may set in.
This could result in some of the houses heing vacated snd demolition then
enforced for safety reasons,




The last 15 to 20 yecr period hos ocbove cll seen a drometic deteriorction in
the whole quality cnd chorocter of the Centre Oity shopping arec,mosti  strongly
evidenced by the destruction of ucny of the best shopfronts. The gquolity of whaot
has generclly reploced then is too obviously owful to need tuch comment - the
lurid tiles,cluminiun window Trancs,hideous colour schemes tnd the plestic letters
ond signs each vyins with the other in vulgority and brash ostentotion. In sonme
cos o

strect proportions., Readers will be immedietely fomilicr with the worst excmples,

s these garish sisns invede whole facades destroying fenestration lines cond

If such creations ore reclly needed to allure and bait the imnocent shopper
then the stote we have come to is 2 sorry one. The end result con only be cn
almost continuous ribbon of had toste gone wild,anonynous in choracter and lecving
Waterford no different Trom cny other town or city in the Euro~imerican commercicl
world.,

BUILDINGS UNDER TIIEDIATE THRIAT

Among the important bulldings whose future is at present under threat two
stand out far sbove the rest in urgency - llo,33 The Mall and the Holy Ghost
Hospital, Under present circumstances the position of the latter is =&
varticularly serious one,

N0O.33 THE MALL (fig. 8)

This vnusual late Georgian building , once the town house of & branch of
the Carew Tamily, is important both architecturally end historically, The bow
front with its large area ol window 1is the only example in the City, and a great
rarity in Ireland, Corl being the only place where such features survive in
number . In addition,its position on the east side of the lall, acting as a focus
point in both directions, is most important, Historically the house has
comnections with the Young Irelanders as the "Jolfe Tone club met there in 1248
and Thomas I'rancis Meagher 1s said to have delivered an election address from its
windows to a campaign meeting in the #all,

The condition of the building has now seriously deteriorated so that unless
a leasee can be Tound prepercd to put forward the cost of reconstruction &
demoliltion order will be enforced upon it for public safetry. DRecounstruction could
of course be cheaper than demolition and erecting & new building which would not
ve for many yesrs, 1l at all,

The loss of this house would be disastrous to the ilall which has been badly
enough abused already, However present hope for its future is encocurazing as the
Waterford Association of An Taisce have talen the matter firmly in hand,

HOLY GHOST HOSPITAL: (Figs. 9 & 10)

Designed through an open competiti
this splendid building was erected in 1352-'4 at a cost of £15,000, 0'Callaghan
was a notable architect of his time and another of his most importent works,
the Dolphin ilotel in Essex Strect Dublin, is also at present in danger., The
hospital was regarded as well designed and arranged when built, but has now
been replaced by & new one behind it,eflicient but architecturally nondescript,

The hospital is set around & square court but the only section wortiay of
vreservation is the front range (fi5.9). It is an eleven part two otorey

compesition with & most attractive use of local rubble stone,brick and granite
dressings. The entrance is bthrough a pointed archway with wrought—-iron gates,
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Five fronted gables,surmounted by filials in iron worik , give an lmpressive
roofline and & pleasing rhythm to the building, Rising in the centre is the
hendsome wooden clock structure with its delicetely slated spire and wrought
iron weather vane, The whole is set in well planted grounds with good front
railings and gateway and a very fine gate lodge (fig.10) , &Ll ofl which combine
to achieve a most memorable unity. ‘

At present the entire site is in immediate danger of bvelng levelled. The
new establishment requires an extension and it is claimed thet this can only be
done by selling the site of the old bullding and ground to the front. The only
liltely purcheaser is the South Eestern Healill Board who are interested only in a
levelled site for the huilding of a day centre. Unless a purchascr can be found
prepared Lo maintain the front range of the building or unless the Health Board
cen be induced to do so there is no hope Tor it. Such & solution apart from other
considerations is obviously fer more economic, The building is in good condition
and the cost of adaptation would he considerably less than That of demolition snd
rebuilding. There would be ample ground-space for new buildings at the back,
leaving the grounds and gate lodge unaffected. As a last resort if it proves
impossible to maintain the entire front range then the central Section,i.e, the
three central gables and the conuecting portions between them as well as the
clocit tower must at the very least be saved. This would create & focus for a
new complex of buildinss.

Time however is quickly rumning oud

RULIDINGS OF UNCERTAIN TFUTURE

There are a number of important Du11d11i whose Tuture may be considered
uncertain either because of disuse,abuse or detericrating condition. The
immediacy of threat to’ them varies greatly , but in no cese can i} be
disregarded.

The most important members of this group (LL]UuuT ted here) are i -

ST, OLAT'S CHURCH: (”1£011)

The . future of the very structure of this remarkable bullding 15 now a matter
of uncertainty and disquieting rumour  as its roof timber is decaying. Af
present the wrecked interior is being used a3 a builder's store and worushop for
the duration of the restoration work on Christ Church,

The fate of the church is presently undecided. At all costs its externel
appearance must be preserved unsltered and the most worthy use which could be
found for it would be that of a civic museun eand exhibition centre, the structure
kept ready Tor the day when a more sppreciative generetion might wish to
reunite its splendid furnishings and Tittings and reverse the deplorable loss
which hes been suffered,

CATHFDRAL SQUARE: (Figs.12,13,14)

Though en intolerable amount of loss has slready taken place there is &
prospect of yet wmore. A number of the houses in the very impoertent group of
seven on the nortn side, (figs.lZ i 13) arc in poor structurzl condition end
unless repair is done in the near future irreversable detericration may set in.
This could result in some of the houses being vacated end demolition then

enforced for safciy reasons,
L
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Among fthe houses whose future is so endangered is No.l on the Henrietta St.
corner, one of the most historic in the City (fi;.lQ) United aoriginally with
Wo.2 it once had a central pediment and another line of windows now blocked up.
Until 1746 it was the Bishop's Palace and stands on Blizebethan foundations,
ATter that it was the town house of the erchitect John Roberts znd nis leree
Tamily, two of whom Thomas and Thomas Sautelle Roberts were distinguished Irish
artists of their time. among the other houses, No,6 j,uncccupied for some tinme
and obviously deteriorating, is in the worst danger,

tlso on the north side of the Square the building on the Peter St.corner
(fig,l4) hes been vacant for some time though in excellant condition. Its
disuse seecms absurd for 1t contains perfectly desirable office accommodetion,.
It is to be hoped that it will be brought back into use before any
deterioration sets in,

The work being carried out on the Cathedral stands out amid the gloom as
very encouraging particularly in the removel of some of the disastrous effects
of the 8ir Thomas Drew "restoration" of 1391l. Yorthy proposals have been put
forward to redecorate ond refit the Cathedral bringing back some of its lost
18th century appearance which will hopefully be in true harmony with
John Roberts original intentions,

The prospect of o squoare being left with only the moin buildings standing,
oand oll the rest furned to ruin rubble ond motor cars is not an unresl one.
If +this come to be, the value of the restoration of the Cathedral ond Bishop's
Poloce could only be greatly undermined , indeed the value of the palace
restoration has been bodly cnough undermined slready. However the Corporation's
excellent proposal %o ccguirce and landscape the site ot ecch side of the Palace
spould affect a major improvemont,

£11 of the remoining buildings in the Sqguore sre of such importonce thot
no further loss can possibly be suffered. Indced there is no reason why
anything more should be lost, for it mokes simple good sense that deterioration
should be halted in ites carly stoges cnd fthat buildings wiaen they become vacated

should be brought bocic to life a5 quiclly as possible.

WATERFORD ARMS ,COLBECK GIRERT (Fig.l5)

This attroactive early 19%h century building is the only one of the City's
0ld coaching inns to survive intact., The main feature is the large stucco
representetion of the City Arms over the entrance.

For some time unoccupied the building is likely to deteriorate unless it
1s repaired and brought beck to life in the near future., If this is not done
its chances of survival are likely to diminish progressively after a number of
years heve passed.

METHODIST CHURCH , GREYFRIARS:(Fig,16)

This late Victorian Church hos been unoccuplied for & number of years though
it remesins in good condition. The interior is very dull but the front by
contrast is of fine quality. It is of rough hewn limestone with gronite
dressings and cerved feotures, The centrol composition of windows 1s of a
porticularly pleasing design,
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PIRACY OFF TRAMORE BAY , 1546

Julian C. Valton

llzny readers will lmow of the extensive trade between Ireland &and Spain
in tone 17th and 18tn Centuries, and of the large number of Irish merchants ! k
settled in Spain during this time, Vhat is not generally known is that at a
earlier period - the reigns of Henry V1l and Heury V11L - England too had an
extensive trade with Spain; relations between the two couatries were cordial,
and quite a few Brnglish merchants settled in Spain, mainly in the Bilbao and
Cadiz greas. s

The Reformation brought this happy state of afifairs to an abrupt end.
Henry V11l's rejection of Papal authority,divorce from his Spanish queen,
marriage to <nne Boleyn , and dissclution of the monesteries, did not help the
popularity of his subjects living abroad. The English merchants in Spain were
subjected to harrassment by the authorities, confiscation of their gocds, and
in some cases torture by the Inguisition. They packed their bags and returned
to England.

However, some of the more dering of their number had no intention of taking
their defeat lying down, If they could no longer trade with Spain, they would
make a profit out of the Spaniards in a more dramatic fashion - by piracy.
Spanish merchantmen were an easy target for the wily FEnglish, and if the
victims were returning laden with treasure from the New Vorld, the rewards
reaped by capturing them were often great, Pirscy became Irequent,relations
between the two countries broke dowm, and by the middle of Elizabeth's reipn we
are in the time of the great buccaneers such as 3ir [reancis Drake,

The fnglo Spanish trade and its degoaeratiow into piracy is the subject of
a book entitled Forerumnners of Drake, by Gordon Connell-Smith (oublished by
- A\ ~ < .
Longman's,1954), from which the followiny incident is teken,

In the summer of 1546, the Santa llaria de Guadalupe,captained by Asencio
Perez, left Bilbao for Chester with a cargo of wood &nd iron. UVhen
approaching Ireland, she was attacked by an English vessel under the command of
Michael James, a West Country adventurer. After firing upon the Spaniard with
guns and arrows, James and members of his company bosrded her , and according
to Perez, "put him and all his company in prison under hatches by the space
of two days and one night or theresbouts ... where they had no space 1o
staend nor sit, but did 1lie one upon another like hogs, bound fast with ropes
and cords'. James condescended to spare the lives of the Spaniards, but he
warned them '"to beware for they should mecet with manx ships which would sink
them", Then, having plundered the ship of much of its wood, he and his
comrades departed, mouthing further thrests, When Percz asnd his company
"did perceive that the said pirates were departed from their ship, they did
begin to creep out of their said prison', and gingerly continued their way
towards Chester,
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Their troubles however, were far from over., Vhen they had got as fer &as
Tramore Bay they espied another English ship approaching them, commended (as it
turned out ), by Leonerd Suupter, another enterprising English “"merchant". Ais

the enemy vesscl bore dovn upon them, the Lspanierds rLcalled their treatment at
the hands of Michael James, and his warningz. Yhen the Dnglishman was within
gunshot of them, their nerve cracked and the whole company,including Peresz,
rushed for the boats, abandoned ship, and headed Tor the shore with all possible
spead, Sumpter toolk the ship without {iring e shot.

Sumpter end his meriners had rather a different story to tell when
defending their actions before the Admiralty Court. They. claimed that they had
come upon the ship off Tramore Bey, and hed given chase. "When they ceame up with
her, Sumpter ‘‘called with a loud voice thereunto', but received no answer. A
boarding party found "nor man nor cklld” on the ohlp 80 they took charge of her
"as a thing found floating upon the sea'., Dut for their prompt action, they
claimed, the derelict would have perished in the storm that arose shortly
afterwerds.

James & Sumpter put in at Pensrth, in Wales, where they disposed of their
booty to "divers honest men of Cardiff". Shortly efter, Miguel de Poza, &
Spanish merchant was stending on the queyside in Bristol watching the unloeding
of some wo2d and iron, when he suddenly recoznized the markings on the woed as
being those of a merchant he knew in Bilbao. It was the stolen cargo! He
hastened to report the matter to one of the sheriffs of the city, who impounded
the goods. All in vain - de Poze had no licence to cleim them, and in due

course they were all returned to the'honest men " who had bought them from the
pirates.
ICE-PLOLS THREATEI CTIMBERTOES" =  JANUARY 1881

Frowm Ted O'Regen

Amongst the Archives in the Muniment Room in the City Hall is a Minute Book of
the Bridge Commissioners,the Company ich had a monopoly of the toll charges on
‘Tlmbbr"o‘v”. Since this wooden bridge had been built across the Suir in 1794
the original shareholders and their descendants hed earned 10% to 12% annually
on the originel investment. Thercfore, it was obvious that there was more than
civic concern in their reaction to the possible destruction of the bridge
a freask cold spell froze the Suir in mid-Jenuery 1831, The minutes of
mecting . @f thelr executive committee held on let Feb.188L tell afterwards what
happened asnd at what cost.

when

"The late severe frost and ice commenced heavily about 15th Januery,snd it being
ascertained that much ice was accumulating in the long reach,lr. urncot Grubb's
steam tug,FPather Matthew,was employed to cut it,so that it might come against

the bridge with less force and weight., The ice come down by the bridge on the
20th and formed a solid mass ecross the river extending upwords about as fer as
Suir St. On the 2lst,a special meeting of the Committee was held end lr.Edwerd
Jacob was authorised to endeavour to explode the ice with dynamite., This

failed and then the Coumitte,having met on the bridge with lir.Edward Jacob &
Mr.le Lelland,arranged that the steam tug should be employed in clearing a semi-
circle in front of the centrel part of the bridge,teking the strain off the wide
arch and off about 6 or nore piers at cech side. The Committee thought the result
was very satisfactory. The dlce receded upwerds wiih nearly every tide,but to a
very suall distence and returned in increasing quontities up to Tuesday 25th. At
this time much apprehension in respect of the bridge was generally expressed. The
Committec had not,nor had Mr,lMc Lelland,sny grest heart, but felt it incumbent on
them to toke every precaution,and to this end cmployed two steam tugs, the

Father Matthew eand the Suir,constantly from 22nd to the 29th,
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HOTES O 4 FORGOTTEN CQ.WATEHRFOED RELIGIOUS HOUSE,

By Thomas Power

v

FOUNDATION AND BARTLY HISTORY:

It is often Forgotiven by historians of Co.Waterford that for a shert period
in the Ilate 12th and esrly 13th Centuries a small Cistercisn house existed in
the area. The name of thie establishment is variously kmovwn in English as
Flanwydan and variante thereof, in Irish as Gleann na Foighdean or Glangragh,and
in Tatin es Vallis Caritetis, ("Valley of Charity"). The scant ruins of the
house are to be found in the towmland of Bellynagigla, about 2 miles immediately

north-east ol Bunm.hon,

o
I

The origin of Glescnn na Folghdean is closely associlated with the rapid
development of Cistercion monasticisn in 12th century Ireland. The Cistercian
ideal of the religiovs life was a more strict observance of the Rule of
Benedict, and under the influence of St.Malachy this ideal found its first
expression in Irelend with the foundatiion of Mellifont,Co.louth, in 1142, Trom
that time forwsrd the Cistercian Order experienced a phenomenal expansion in
ireland, By 1171 there were 12 Cistercian e5 in the country and by 1200
the number of houses hel doubled. Mellifon a number of daughter houses,
that is, houses which hed been established or colonised from Mellifont itself,.:
One of these daughisr houses was at | 1e,Co,Iimerick, from which Inislounaght
Hr Suir Abbey,Co.Tipoerar; .0 Inislounaght 1z of most direct
concern here for it 3 2bbey thet Gleann ne Foigshdean was
cstablished.

r+
=
3
= D

Houses belonging te the Mellifont filiation exhibited a strong Gaelic bias,
while other houses founded after the Invesion , like Dunbrody (1182)? and Duiske,
(1204>p were strongly Norran in their allsgisnce., Inislounaght was a Cistercian
house with deep roots in the Gaelic world, for among the benefactors who
supported the communiiy with endovwments of land were Maelseachlainn O'Faolain,
King of Deise, and Domhnall Mor O'Brien, King of Thomond. In fact Inislounaght
abbey was situated in the ncrthern kingdom of the Deise (Deise Thuaiscirt),ruled
over by the Ui Thaolain, The scuthern lkingdom of the Deise (Deise Dheisoirt),
situated south of the River Sulr and the Knockmacldovms, was ruled by the
Ui Bric sogut, and it was in this area that the religious house of Gleann na
Foighdean was sifuated.

3 that when Gleann na Foighdean was founded in
117k, it was prob=bly endowed 2nd supported by one of the local Gaelic Bepts
the Ul ' The fortunes ot the house were closely
essoclated with the Thege Gaelic septs. The Gaelic supremacy was soon
to be superseded ior 7l ¥ing Henry 11 granted . Co.Waterford as far as
Lismore to tie ¥o: =t le Poer. Tet in practice 1t toolt a considerable
time Lor this gra: igsed and cffected, for the process of the
Normens supplanving the native Irish at a locel level was graduel , and it
was not until the early 13th century that the two chief Deise septs were
actually superieded. The declining influcnce of these scepts is reflected in
the changing circumstances of Gleann na Foipghdean.

It is more then 1ikely
1
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"THE MELLIFONT CONSPIRACY:

Another movement also influenced the fate of Gleann na TFoighdean. In fact
in the first third of the 13th century its destiny was decided by the issues
involved in what historians have termed the "Mellifont Conspiracy''. Since the
introduction of the Cistercian Order into Ireland there had been & fairly
prevalent hostility between the Irish monks and the I'rench monks sent over to
establish the new order on a firm footing in the new country; later therc was
animosity betwecn the Irish and the Norman and Anglo-French monks. There were
language difficulties, and the Irish tended to maintain their own conception of
the monastic life. There were renewed attempts by the General Chapter, i.e. the
ruling body of the Cistercian Order, to bring Irish monastic practices into
‘uniformity with those on the Continent. For instance, there were attempts to
enforce attendance of the Irish abbots8 at the Annual General Chapter meetings
held at Citeaux in France. Absence from these annual meetings, at which
regulations for the government of the Order were enacted, was regarded with
particular disdain. The absence of the Abbot of Gleann na Foighdean was noted
in 1208, for in the statutes of the Order for that year it is stated: -

"Let the Abbot of Vallis Caritatis (i.c. Gleann na Foighdean), who
ought to have come to the Chapter and did not come, pay the
penalty enjoined by the General Chapter. Let the Abbot at
Abbeydorney(Co.Kerry), give him this warning,"

Absenteeism was only a minor symptom of a broader hostility which the Irish
felt towards the Anglo-French culture being imposed on them from outside., This
hostility developed into an actual revolt in which the houses belonging to the
Mellifont filiation defied the sanctions of the General Chapter. Many missions
from the central Authority of the Cistercian Order were sent +to Ireland in an
effort to impose standards and to corrcct abuses and enormities in the houses of
the order there. The most well documented of these visitations is that carried
out by Stephen of Lexington in 1228,

Stephen arrived in Ireland around ilarch 1228 and at first had his base in
either Dunbrody or' Tintern, both Norman foundations in Co.Wexford. While
resident there Stephen addressed a letter to the community at Gleann na
Foighdean. Because it is instructive of the economic state of the abbey and of
the laxity of its monks, this letter is worth quoting in full. Addressing the
community, Stephen writes : -

"eoeee The visitor who is going to travel to those parts gives

werning that the possessions of bthe house should be carefuliy
locked after and not frittercd eway in any menner whatsoever,
On arriving in these parts on the authority of theGeneral
Chapter, with full powers over the arranging and providing for
the reformation of the Order throughout the whole of Ireland,
we have learned from the reports of certain persons that
certain monks without sufficient carc and discretion are
squandering and wasting the possessions of your house, For
this we give instructions to you, as being the faithful sons in
Christ of obedience and your order, enjoining yoa the more
severely in our charge of obedience, that you take diligent and
effective care as much of ell the lands which are your concern
as of all other things, in no way permitting that any monk from
his own house or any other house should contribute to any
squandering of this nature by way of sale or mortgage or any
other type of disposal whatsoever and thus extend his own
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possessions - and thot for all future time, so that God and
the Order must commend you worthily in the matter of your
obedience, As for ourselves, let us sce that it proves wmorc
plessing end sgreeable for you to lock tothe interests of

your house, just as it is more pleasing and agreeable to

look .to the interests of God av
Goodbye. "

d the Order and yourselves.,

From this letter it appears that by 1228 the cconomic condition of the
house was one of declinec,duc to the alienation of monastic property. It was
declared that less than 3 carucates of lapd constituted the ablbey's possessions,
In eddition, the monastic personnel had fallen in number to eight monlks and
nine lay brothers, and there was no abbot tc rule over them. To Stephen, this
situation was intolercble, and it appears that he decided to visit Gleann na
Toiighdean to put matters there in order. I he did so -~ and it is more than
likely that he did, given the tone of his letter sbove - he must heve received
e similer reception as he later got a2t Gleenn ne Toighdeen's wmother~house,
Inizlounaght, where he was resisted,attacked and harassed by the monks and
their supporters.

Y

4t any rate, because of his lmowledge of conditions there Stephen decided
to suppress Gleann na Foighdean as an independent foundation. ©So at a neeting
of abbots in Dublin,presided over by Stephen himself, and held in June 1228,it
wes decided to suspend the Co,Waterford Cistercian house because of its poverty,
its laxity of discipline, and its insufficicnt personnel. Whatever possessions
the house had were to be united to those of Dunbrody. This union was confirmed
by King Henry 111 in October 1232 when it was stated that henceforth the lands
of Gleann na Foigh&ean were to coustitute merely & grange of Dunbrod;f.3 There
is evidence to suggest that this union was fcceptable neither to the monks at
Gleenn na Foighdean nor to the mother - house ,Inislounaght. Firstly, Stephen
of Lexington wrote to the abbot of Maigue,Co.limerick, ordering him to make

sure thet the Jnion between Gleann na Foighdesn and Dunbrody was enforced,and
that wonks who resisted the meoasure were to be disciplined. Stephen's letter to
the abbot of Malgue states :-

"Let your whole body know thet we,in virtue of the authority
transmitted to us by the Gencrsl Chopter, have wholly
entrusted tc the abbot of Mzigue the execution of the union of
the house of Gleann ne Foighdean with the house of Dunbrody,so
that he has power to punish 2ll who rebel or resisty,cccording
as he sees it to he cxpedient.”

Secondly,in 1224 Iunislouncght and Duanbrody were in dispute almost
certainly over Gleann as Foighdean's union with the latter, and the foruer's
reglstence to 1t.

LATER HISTORY:

After 1228 the abbey or cell of Gleann na Foighdezn no longer cxisted as
zn autonomous foundation. However bititerness seems to have continued between
Inislouneaght and Dunbrody over the lands of the Co.Weterford house. In 1274
the General Chapter of the Cistercian Order ordered thet the restrictions
imposed by Stephen of Lexington on the Irish Cistercian houses in 1228 be

b
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relaxed, In effect this meant thot Mellifont end its filiation of houses were
restored to their former statas. Under this stimulus it appears that
Inislounsght (which had been placed under the Abbey of Furness by Stephen in
1“”8 es a disciplinary measure), renewed direct associations with Mellifont,
Inislounaght also felt strong enough torregain its possessions in Monksland in
1278,against the wishes of Duﬂbrody.

Gleann ne Poighdean scems to have been reduced to the stotus of a parish
church; this is evident from o taxation list of 1302 which gives the veluation
of "Glynaefaydan" as Z18-7-8 .2 Inislounaght seems to have retoined its
possession of lands &t Glcanan ne Foighdean xight up to the time of the
Reformation. The evidence for this is contained in the catalogue of Irish
monastic possessions compiled ot the Dissolution inm 1540 - '41., At that time

amongz the Co.VWaterford pessessions of Inislounaght were the vill of
"Glanwyden' containing a water mill, 200 ccres arable and pasture, with a wood

contzining 60 scres valued at 100/- , and leased to one Peter Dobbyn, for
66/3, Also belonging to Inislounaght wes the Rectory of "Glannewydan', the
-} {oe) 1, [

tithes werc steted to be 66/8, with the alterages assigned to the Culutg leased
for a term of years to Peter Dobbyn for 40, 9 Peter Dobbyn was the
pProprietor in 1541, but in the following y..r he wes to be dispossessed in
favour of a new owner., Thus a patent of 10th November 1542 granted '"Glanwedan'
~ stated to be pert of the estate of the "lote monastery of Imyslawnaghe" - to
Thomas Lord Cabir for the betfer support of his honour.,7 Lord Cehir did not
retain posscssion for too long, for on Gth October 1577 a patonu granted the
rectory and tithe of "Glanvydan" fec one Cormaclk Mac Teige.® Gleann ne
Foighdean may have continued to function as a rectory or parish church, for in
the period 1683 to 1683, the rectory of "Glanaydon" was in errecrs to the sum of
£3-0-0 per annum in its poyuacnts of Crown rents. The officials collecting the
rents gove as their reasor why "Glonaydon was continuously in arrears;
"Cannot find this rectory" I

It scems that Glesnn ne Folghdean maintained its asscociations with
Inislounaght for even by the mid-19th cecnfury clergymen of the Established
Church were scrving the united parishes of Inislounaght and Monksland,although
the two were a considerable distaice apart, In 1867 however, the link with
Inislouneght was broken and Monkslend was instituted as a scparate parish under
its own incumbent,d.S.l'letcher. Dut lonksland existed as an independant parish
only for & short periocd until 1875 when it wes re-united ,this time fo
Stradbally Parish. 10

LOCATION AND NOMEHCLATURE:

Before the work of Canon Power tho ex t locetion of the Co, Woterford
istercian houses had not been kncown wjth 1y certainty. igtercian monastic
hlstor14n8 suggested places as fer apart as Cloyne and Uown as being the
site of the house; Offely&Cor: and | *tmeafh were also forworded os being
possible locations. However Conon Power's identificstion of the Cistercian
housc es being situzted in the fownland of 11lymagigle, parish of Monksland,
Co.Waterford hes now heen accepted as correct.

Indeed that the area had strong moncstic associations is indicated by the
survival in usage of the pl&c@a&mﬂ "ionksland” or "Tearann na Manach", which
means "Domain of the lorks'., The survivel of the nome of the actucl abbey
itgelf, i.e. Gleann na Poighdean, is more difficult to identify . Two
alternatives present themsclves, Tirstly, it is possible thot the name "Glesnn
no Foighdeon' has been altered frow its '1"301 form due to anglicisation and

o

L
the usage of centuries, I1f this view is accepied then it is still npossible
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to see Some correspondence between "Gleorn ne Toighdean' ond "Beile Bheidin"
or Ballyvaden, the adjoining townland to the north of Bollynagigla, I this is
50 then "Beile" would be o more modern substitute for "Gleonn' ond "Bhaoidin'

would be a corruption of ‘TPoighdean". Secondly, and more simply, one may
suppose thet originally two nomes existed,i.e. Gleonn no Foighdean and Daile
Bhaidin, but thot one (the forumer) fell out of usage, leaving the latter to
continue in existence. This process ma be explained as follows., At one time
the long valley in this parish wos known as Gleann ne Folghdean ( i.e. Wadding's
Glen) , but the homestead of this Vadding wos more mnarrowly called Baile
heidine In time the brooder term declined in usage, lecving the more localised
Beile Bheidin to survive

L
o

This involvewment with plecenaoues is tedious but necessary. It is possible
to conclude thet the nsme of the monastery does not survive in popular usage,
and thot the actucl monostic site itself is loccted in Ballynogigla., Haoving
estoblished these focts 1t seoms appropricte to dismiss the name "Glangrogh'' as
having any beoring oun the nomencloture of the moncstery. On the basis of
information goined locally I understond thoet some yeors ogo the noted
Cistercion historion, the late Fr.Killien Walsh wrote 2n article on the
Monkslond arec for the Irish Independs nt, In this article he gave the nome of
the monastery as "Glangrogh', which was o free tronsletion of his into Irish
of "Vallis Ceritotis" ( zle of bh*ilu,) This name,Glongrogh, was subsequently
adopted by the compilers of the Mep of Moncstic Ireland (19595, but in fect the
neme is not found in the sourcos, -

STATE COF TRESERVATION:

Before the 19th century therc is little informotion on whet kind of a
mona3tic structure Gleann no Foighdean actually wos, The Civil Uurvey,(1654—
1656), rather inaccurately stotes of the Parish of Monkslond: "The said Parish
hath noe towne mannors, cdifaces or places of eminence therein", 3But in
contrest the notes to the Dovm Survey (1657) mep mention thet "there is att
Ballysiselly en 01ld Church and 1ill out of repoire and four cobins, noe other
improvement thereon"

The fullest account,however, of the dimcnsions and erchitecturzl features
of the monastery in Monksland is given in the Jonn O0'Donovan Letters of 1841
written in conjunction with the compilation of the Ordnaonce Survey, In 1841
O'Donovan found that the cell measured 46ft.0ins. in length by 171t.8in3. in
breadth, but the building wes very much in ruin with only the west gable,
the north wall, and 9ft. of the south wall et the west end remaining. The
north wall wos 2ft.6ins, in thickness and about 16ft, in height, and it
consisted of brown sandstone and slate colourcd Stonus irregularly leid and
cecmented with lime snd sand mortor, The north woll had a breach of 16 f£%.
down to within 3 ft. of the ground, The west geble had o rectongular door-
way placed within 1ft.line. of the south well and meesuring 5ft. 7ins. in
height and 3ft. 6ins., in width on the ianside, where 1t wos crossed by 3 flags
or lintels, On the outside the sgiructurc wos very dilapideted., At about
1ft.8ins, above the doorway uhu/alﬂﬁow mede of hemmered stones, but necrly
destroyed. In the middle of the west QQUIO sbout 18ft. from the ground, there
was o gquadranguler window of cut stone,which appecred to be quite old. This
window measurcd 2ft. 6ins. high by 8 inu. wide on the outside., The west
gable wes surmounted with a belfry covered with ivg.

A8 this occount of 1841 indicates the monastery wihen in a good stote of
repeir must have been o singulerly imposing structure on the landscape. By
1896 when Conon Power f£irst wrote on this topic, the west gable was still
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standing at 13 ft. in height , and there were also the remains ol supports for
an internal loft, =z feature that O'Donovan had not mentioned.

Today very little physical cevidence remains to remind the observer of the
former existence of the Cistercian housec in Monksland. The west gable is now
almost completely demolished, and the bare outline of the monastic buildings is
now almost obliterated.
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THE PEUIAN LAIDINC AT BETWIC, 1867

Tar Sar ater Murrev
By Sylvester Murrey

On the road overlooking Helvic pier stands a monument commemorating the
landing of the smericen Yenians in 1867, It was unveiled in 1955 by Cathleen
Clarke,wife of the 1916 leader, Tow Clarke. The tradition of republicanisnm

ived on in the Ring arca and ne ®inini are remembered with pride, mesy
lived on the Ring arca a i i are be with pride hat me;
Y e generelly knovm,nowever, is The accldental naty of the Helvic
not be generslly knowm,nho , 1o the accidental nature of the llelv

andings. end th ac hi no guns actually cam n sho . tefore deccribis
landings. end the fact that no guns actuvally came on shore efore describin
the Helvic evisode,it will first be necessary to look at sone &spects of the
Penien movement.

THE FEUTAWNS TN ANMBRIC/.:

American Tlenianisn was in nany ways different from its Irish counterpart .
It was nelther secret nor oath bound, sAmerican Feniens mercely took a pledge
and accounts of thelr meetings,speeches and resolutions were widely published
in american newspepers sympathetic to Feniesnism, This in fact wes the British
Governnent's first source of information on the movement and it appears thet
they were not awarc of the existence;of Fenianism in Ircland at the time of the
Chicago Convention in Fovember 1863, "

The dissensions which ruined the American movemeni were due in part to the
extensive powers neld initielly by John O'llahony., Ileny of the principal figures
in the movement fclt however that better orgenisation was required as
Fenlanism spread across fmerice to the Irish communities in Chicago,
Cincinatti,Ohioyetc, ~In 1865 at the Philadelphia Convention the direction of
the movement was pleced in the hends of a Senate to whom the President (Heed
Centre) would be enswerable, O'lishony refused to accept this decision and a
aplit rosultcd.z The Senaise wing under Y. Roberts favoured striking at
Britain through Canada while the O'llahony wing remained more committed to a
Rising in Ireland,

The fnmerican Civil Yar ended in Jpril 1865 and soon American officers
began to arrive in Ireland., This naturally aroused the Government's
suspicions and the ports of Cobh and Dublin were closely watched., [t this
time imerican public orinion was very enti-Dritish becausce of Britain's
support for the South during thie Var, DBritain had built ships for the
Confederates, had continued to trade with them and the “"London Times" had been
pro-Confederate in outlook,? The Chief Secretery at the time,cdchouse,
regarded Penlenism as a very serious threat because of its Americen
connections,

a1

The U.3. Pregident,indrew Johnson, and tThe becretary of State, W/illian
1. Seward, relied upon the support of the Irish voters - which explained thelr
attitudes to Fenienism. Both were quite willing to tolerste the
involvement of high-ranking army and Civil Service personnel in the movement,
the buying of arus by Penians,etc. This changed somewhat after the raids on
Ceanada in 1866,wien they realised that the activities of the Penlans could
geriously embarrass the U.S5, 1nternotionally, They then toolt & much firmer
stand against the movement, The Poreign Cffice in London was kept informed
of the state of affairs in the U.3. by Bruce , the British /mbassacdor in
Vashington. Then in Septewmber 1805 the authorities here decided to act,
The "Irish People™ weas suppresscd end the leaders were arrested, 4S8 more
evidence reachced the Govermment of Fenion activitics,the Habeas Corpus ict
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was suspended in February 1866 and all through that year hundreds of rank and
Tile menbers were arrested. WMany of the leaders,however,escaped ‘o England and
there began to plan the Rising. In America also planning began , A meeting of
Tormer Union officers was held on Februery 1&th 1867 under Jemes Kelly, a i
Iieutenant Colonel of the 69th,ilew York, John Yarren was elected Secretary.-
This Committeec secns to have been the source which directed the expedition that
eventually left for Ireland,

THE JACHEL SATILS :

Meanwhile (Eﬂrch lGG?),the Rising had taken place in Ireland without
walting for fAmerican help, It had been & complete failure, Hundreds of
Fenians were in prison and the Habeas Corpus Lct was suspended for a further
year, The rcal nature of the defeat did not reach the Wew York Penians and a
letter from the IFenian leader in England, Thomes J. Kelly, appealed to the
O'Mahony wing for help implying thet ell was not yet lost,® Plans were
therefore set in moticn +to send arme end men in & hoat just purchased.

This was | . an 81ft, brigantine called the Jacmel Packet, It had been
built in Medford, lMass. in 1861 and was first called the Henrico, Her first
owner was Henry Okill of Jacmel,Hsziti. In 1866 the ship was ovmed by Jchn a.
Dawes. Vhen Dawes tried to sell the Jacmel to an Italian in Colon,Paname,
the fmericen Consul sceized the vessel., The U.p. Marshall for Southern Wew
York sold her to & men called Cherles T, Blake', Whether he was a front for
the Fenians we do not know., However we do kmow that the resson for the seizure
in Colon wos debts incurred through non-payment of seamen's wages,pilotage
Tees etbe, &

Towards the end of March 1867 the Jacmel was berthed on the Easgt River
waterfront while the plamning was done from nearby Chatham Street in the
Bowery district of Mew Yorlt, Arms were transferred to newly mede boxes
latelled as wine and machinery.? Jemes E, Kerrigan,a U.3. Congressman, was in
charge of the expedition and the loading was supervised by the first Officer
Willi$% Sweetman o, Various estimates put the number of grms fron 5,00010to
8,000 . MNostly these were surplus Union arms from the Civil Vear and also sonme
shich had becn used by the Confederates ~ Spencer Repeaters (Union weapons),
Enfield Rifles (nostly used by the Confederates),ﬁustrian rifles (Union),
Sharp breech loading rifles (mucb used on Vestern trails) and PBurnside urecch
loading rifles plus three 6lb. guns and armunition,

4.
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On fpril 12th,1867 the Feniens met in & house in Bast DBroocdway and were
joined by Ceptain Cavanagh. They then took e steamer down river to Sandy
Hook,where they waited until the cvening of the 12th. When the Jacmel came
u hey all went aboard and stood ofi for Cuba avoid susplcion. There

P'tlpj nl‘| 4—-\b' ("h ato 'IO -F‘Ol “'h -toqod ‘“EI&LCW ‘12 T‘OI'C
seens to be some confusion as to what the Cepisin's christion neme was,
Devoy soys he was . n F, Covanach of the U,5. Mavy,while ohn Savacse w

vy 8o 1 ot John F, O an L_}v 1 e T 8 17 VoW de: J Sa o who
became leader of the Fenicns in americe in 1867 says that he was o U.3.naval
. . . . B
officer but intentionally omite his name.!3John F.Ca anagh had been a member
of Congress but Jocepnh B, Cavanagh of Passage Last Co,Waterford, was an
&er ! & ?

officer in the U.S.Maval Reserve and had served in the Civil Var., After the
War he had lived in MNew Yorlt wherc he came into contect with the Fenians
through o fellow Pass

P
|

= . i B . - 4
age man called Buston who had a bar room in the ﬁowery.l‘

Ceapt.Cavanagh had not seen the Jacmel before he boarded the vessel at
Sondy Hook., On the following day he changed course for Ireland and on
Boster Sunday,ipril 2lst renamed the sbip the "Erins Hope". They finally
picked up land on iay 18th at Blackroclk lighthouse on Eagle Island off Northn
Meyo. 4 messenger had been sent from NHew York on April 20th to inform
Kelly of the ship's arrivel. Kelly had asked especially for a landing a%
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51ligo, as the Donegol coast was not well pztro%led ~ 1o Haval shipe were
ationed between Belmullet end Tough Swilly.™!
stationed between Belmulle ougk 1113

THE ERTH'S HOPE ARRIVES:

e e —————— ey

The renamed Joocmel had 2 crew of 5 and 40 PFen Lans, J,E, Kerrigan was in
command of +the Tenian: IR Fogle and John Varren were his assistants.
Conditions aboaoxd werc sleeping sccommodation had been prepared
for fthe extra passengers. On arriving off Slige,the Jacmel showed. her
prearraonged signals -~ o certoin type of Y night ond a furled Jib during
the day.

Severcl days posged snd thore was nc “ckncwledgemcnt from sh01o By May
22rd Ceapt.Cavanaogh hod begon Lo grow impo i ond decided to go oshore himself
to investigote, taking with him two Feni;zﬂ nomed Doherty and O‘Sheaa While
they were away a frocws sezms to have arisen t:rhn the erew ond the Feniens,
resulting in two soilors (! mee Noilan cnd John Swmith ) being shot and injured
by a Fenian named Buckley. To add to the confusion ilc local pilot,Michael
Gallagher,from Towney neecr Teelin,decided theyv needed his services and come
aboard. He hed to be detoined and 1 o folse otory about the vessel
being bound from Spein o Closgow Javennagh then returned just
before another visitor arriveld. be Richord O'Sulliven Burke
who loater plamnned the Tlenchestcr he=il posing as an ortist nomed
Walters,atoying ot the Tmoerizl I

Burke Told the Tenlnms the true
they bring the orme cnd 1ven to Corie wh
Cavancgh occeplbed the advice,but now hoad
two wounded scilors. He out oll three
thot night (quh Moy in chorge of Patri
in the company of threc other Fenions

in Trelond and suggested
cney wos 2till active.
.'Jith the detcined pilot ond
> Milk Horbour neor Streedoagh
L Burke was olso put oshore

Mecnwhile,suspicions haod beer
Nugent and the sailors were arrest
was mekdng its way Tfrom Lougi Swil
time it crrived cnd meking its

brigontines
ond o gun boot
h‘a Hope hed gone however by the
tn the vook coasta

r ofter londing

From Moy 27th %o
Galley. FProvisions wers
Worren rlshor'n for food

5 Hope crulsed between Toe Head cnd the
low,so Copt.Cavancgh tried 1o put

on the evening of the 30th. However,
two coastguord boots come cut and forced to stond off, IHe then
decided to trJ and lond Nagle an ren near Bollycotton but it begon to
blow from the_Zouth Vest ond ho woe Torced to run eastwords during the night
of May 3ldtq

,_
!
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Early on 3aturdoy,
sighted a hooker from Bollin
A swell from The South

theF=nie78 crrived off Helvie. There they
heuling trammels. It wos o fogey morning
~1 running and the Ringmen had difficulty
houling thei> he nets td@ bothomn., The G:pualﬂ asked the skipper,
Poid Mor O'Facleoin,to i 7o men oshore for £2 which he ogreed to do,
However, on golng up ﬂlong51de the brigoniine,?2 men came abonrd the hooker,
Cavenoagh asked Tor them net 1o be put wrhore unvil evening but it wos hardly
reasonable to expect Poid deor to soil zcround =il dey with an owverloocded
hooker, He lended the Feniont on the heceh neor Bellincgoul pier,but by this
time the fog haod lifved and George dones,o coastzucrd in Helvio,saw them and
clerted the R.I.C. who set oul-in purnultr




John B. Cavanagh of Passage East, The “redoubtable’” Augustine E. Costello
Captain of the Erin’s Hope. who became the scapegoat.

Official prison photograph of John Warren
taken in Kilmainham.

Baile na nGall village as it possibly was
when the Fenians landed nearby.

Witliam H. Seward, U.S. Secretary of State,
who became involved in the campaign to
free the Erin’s Hope prisoners.

Captain Ricard QO'Sullivan-Burke who
met the Erin’s Hope off Sligo.



38

Covanagh then saoiled off into the Bristol Channel., With him ot this stoge
were three of the crew ond several TFenians including the leader,Kerrigon., They
sruised off Land's End for o few days cnd returned to Mine Head on June 6th
where they seem to hove expected instructions on whot to do with the arms on
board. Receiving no signol fron shore they continued westword to Toe Heod ond
sct scil for imerica. Food hed run very low when they hailed a trawler on the
Grand Banks in Mid July and finelly crrived in lew York cn August lst

Cavoncgh hed soiled 9,000 miles in 107 doys and hoad evaded the British Novy
on more than one occasicn. The Jacmel hod been sighted by British men-of —wer
several times,but as brigontines were commonly used in coastal trade ,
suspicions were never orouscd. On one such occasion before the Helviec londing
they had mede preporotions to fight if the Havel frigate come close. P.G.Kain
mentioned this in a letter to O'Donoven Rosso on Augustine Costello's death in
1909.%2  John Devoy commented that they hod proven thot crms could be landed
despite the presence of the British Navy and Copt.Coveanagh said,there wos no
point of the coast ot which I stopped thet I couwld not have landed considerable
guentities of arms had preparotions been made to toke them.from'me”QB The
Admiralty hed issued a description of the Jeckrel on June 14th §4apparently
obtained from Williom Million,onc of the prisoners who turned ianformer, However,
the Government was not too hopeful of orresting Covonagh as " Ly this he has
node his way to soume French port for provisions ond will meoke his way bock to
orth Americas ,perhaps for more arms''; observed Larcom in & letter to Lord
HMayo.

ARREST AND TRIAL:

Meanwhile , the American Fenicns had been easily recognized with their
hizgh boots cnd broad-brimmed hats, Lost of them hed headed for Cork but were
picked up before evening between Ring ond Youghel, Two made it to Carrigtohill
and four escoped arrest altogether, One of these had changed his clotB s in
the locolity. Another wos one of the Downing brothers from Sldbereen, £ third
hed relotions nomed Whelon in Ballincgoul., He hid in o ditch all dey and was
sheltered by them thot night. He eventually mode his way bock to America
under an assumed nene, <0

A1l the others were brought to Dungarvon to eppeor before the Maogistrotes,

One of their number,dugustine E.Loutello, spolke on their beholf nosking the
Magistrates under wnich law they were being detoined.’  The lMegistrates had
the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act to foll beck on and adjourned the case., The
prisoners were shortly afterwards tronsferred to Waterford Gaol where they were
joined by John Warren ond Willicm Wogle cnd the two arrested in Corrigtohill.
When these prisoners were being nierched under armed gusrd from Lody Lone
Police Stotion to Ballybricken Joil,a riot occured in which one men was killed
and another bedly injured. Five people vure sentenced to terms of
imprisonment for their part in the riot. It could be snid thot the policce
eccted violently to stone-throwing , but nevertheless pro-Fenlon syupoathy wae
strong in the City at the time, Corridan,the TFenlcn informer who visited
Waterford to identify the prisoners on June 10th also met with o very hostile
reccption and hod to 5ooewvc an ormed gucrd on his woy from the Roilwoy
Station to thp G;Ol

Through the months of June and July the Crown case cgoinst the Helvie
prisoners whs in coursc of preporction. 4% this time the Libercls hod been
defeated and o minority Government under Lord Derby ruled. The Duke of
Abercorn cnd Lord Mayor were appointed to Irelend with Sir Thomas Lorcom
Under Secrcetary., Scruel Lee Anderson wae given chorge of the Crown cose
he seems to have token a personcl intorest in sccuring convictions. I%
appecrs thet ot one stoge he sceeretly entered Kilmainham to persucde one of
the prisoners, William F, Million, to divulge the Jacknells signalling BJBtem
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This was 3fterf“%uo arnied by Llfcom?j%ut Million was released on August Tth.
He went to llew sre he woee shot deesd by lMichael Doheney's son.

”'“L‘ uijfﬂOﬂ did not have a good witness as he prepared
1l kept up a war of propaganda from their
. . . e smugeled out to be published in
American n@kfnupcrs,beimg later republished here in the "Irishman', These
geriovsly cmbarrassed the Government wL_cn ﬁhich was then trying to establish
good relaaluna i ' in La”wot Jongressmnan Wood of New York had
compliined to : he continued detention of Varren, an
Ameriecan gitizen Johngon placed the laftier before the U.S5. Cabinet and

William 77 to gonfer with the British Ambassador on the 33
mavter. Moreign Of Tice recommending Werren's relesase,
suion of right involving the Liberty of every American

fo0% on this =o0il', wrote ;nglo,34 Sewsrd continued to press

L Costelloe’s ve“ﬂ'%o, Lercom however was unwilling to accede
to the nmurlouﬁ‘ﬁ regrest ar he thought 24 would be difficult to hold the rank
and file il lers ware rﬂiogaeﬁ, One Civil Servant in Dublin Castle
dismissed Scward’s requests 2s YYerkee impudence',

F the two gmilosrs ing go.Nolan recovered gquickly but the ather,

Smith,died from & pfrvr[ in 2 36ﬂn James llelan was a native of Cork
who hed goie 1o ! ge of 14, He had joined the ULE, Navy in 1865
but dasevird f‘;f";r::r 'c- 10.hs ond worked as a deckhand on cargo boats afterwards,
He got . jeb o3 a ¢nck -m wozrd the Jecnel . His wife and child were living in
New Yorlk: and were vo druw the wmeney while he was eway. He was now 27 years of
age ond did not relisnh the idea ot 2 long term in prison, {nderson soon
realised this and sef abont getting irnformetion from him, Unfortunately for the
Fenian:.Vﬁﬁhd ey some very  stsrtling facts about Deniel J. Buckley, (whlch is
presums 2y pehinr the ezrlier Shootlngs)“ Bucltley was an Irish -
Americen who ad sorved 11 the Wer as a Tieutenant. He was involved in some
kind of unva-coneble cordust of the Batitle of Cranston Ridge and was terrified
lest the American authorities should hzar of it. olan told this io Anderson
end the Cro JuLlﬁJva ehreaten Thie Americans unless Buckley
beceme a Crown v o] id = Jourtmertial and possible
eXeCcuTion,t the principa. wituess at the ftrials cof Varren and
Costeilioe. i oliecitsr for Warren and Costelloe was Henry Mills, on the
instructions of the U.S5. Consui. i L the servicesof a Barrister called
Heron o deilzal Loth
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to be the leaders of the
fortunate, He had been born in
‘ork, and beceme alentre in
Washington whrre | b+ As he would have to be tried by
Jury of cli=ng,fnderson toolk no action against him, merely holding
him unger the Hebe:s Corpus Suspensici Act.  John Warren on the other hand was
btorn ai Nozz Carvery, Oc, Corl [ ated to Americe,becsme proprietor
of a liguor :“'_w in Boston, ther eporter with the Daily News
in New York 1 ame Captain in Brigzde. The evidence

:;9 dsming and he was gsentenced to 15 years penal

OFf e
expedition, Will-

’ VRTEY - - .
Ameri Cdy WZL & UADT

o &

marshalled ag;”
servitule for

gl \'r

. . . ) . o & e ; . \
Most interesting of gll,perhaps, was the trial of Augustine E.(”Gus”)
Costello, He wa=s torn in Killimcr,Co-Gelway ane had ~2rved as & Lieutenant

in the Civill V=, e pad worked as =2n actosr in New York and was zctive in
organiesirg tlie zxpedaition. The Jury Tailsd o agree to the charges against
him,however, ani a remviﬁl wae ordered.using the same witnesses and before the
sene dudge (’fg “'“JTu a ﬁpi;jt;i defence by Costello, wio at one stage
Crcs ,Corydon. the second jury fouﬂd agaeinst him end

he uoo was e nv1.'...3- He was sent to Portland $o serve his sentence in the
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company of Devoy eand O'Ieary, He secms to have been & man of much intelligence
and integrity and these qualities may so have distinguished him above the others
involved that he possibly become something of a scape-goat for the entire
incident,

The rank and file members of thne party were offered & pessage to America
provided they apologised for their part in the expedition. Iy February 13268 only
8 prisoners remained in custody. Nolan and Buckley the informcro had been
discharged; Smith the sailor hed died 1in December 1867; P,J. Kain and Laurcnce
Doyle had contracted T.B. while in prison and were released; the remainder
apologised and were put aboard the liner in Cobh, One man from Charleville
Co. Cork was allowed to stay at home because hie said he could not get the money
to pay hls paossage,

ALs the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act was to expire in March 1268,Andersocn
hurriedly prepared Tor the trizl of Hagle,Patrick muveut(wno hed accompenied the
wounded men ashore), end si¥ others who had refused to spologise., These cases
were to be heard in S5lige but a jury of aliens could not be found for llagle and
Hugent's case wag postponed as the judges had to attend Roscommon fAssizes, 38
They were all released shortly afterwards . Nagle returned to Wew York arriving
in mid June 1868, Warren too was rclessed in May but remsined in Irelend.’9
Only the redoubtable Costello remained in prison.

BQUELS:

The trials and subscguent publicity brought about some strange elignments
making and maring assorted reputations, In Helvie, the two fishermen who
simulated obtuseness in giving State evidence, are still remembered with pride,
Poid lor pretended that he wes deaf and could'nt understand English. He
"identified" Judge Keogh as being one of those he had landed at Helvie, calling
him "fear an da ribe . His colleagus,brown, developed a complete loss of
menory, and declarced he had never scen any of the Fenians before, The third
fisherman, Collins, was more co-operative end though he had little English ,his
evidence was helpful to the prosccution. lie lives on Th local memory in the
lines : -

" A Dhonaill Ui Choileain na feicidh tu Dia,
is a Dhoneaill Ui Choileein ne feicidh tu an ghrian'',

Another local men, {ndrew Roche, had cscorted Warren and lNagle to Youghal, He
wes a small fermer in Ring » It was said  that he did not have enough money to
pay his rent and on being offered £10 he sgreed to be a Crown witness 3 -

"Dhein se mar phlean e chun teacht ar an geios
Na deich bpuint & ghlacadh is na fearaibh a dhial®,

Other groups and individuals emerged nore unequivocebly in favour of the
Fenians, Farly in 1368,Tor instance, George Francis Train, the cccentric
American public works contractor arrived in Ireland to speak on behalf of the
prisoners, He was errested for debts in March and placed in the larshalsea.
The Dublin futhorities referred to him as & "noisy demagogue',

TOP (across): Contemporary cartoon showing the threat which the asuthorities

felt the campaigns waged by journalists like Pigott posed to lsw and order,

the Jackmel (Erins HDD&) - from

0]

BOTTOM: A Brigantine of the same kind a
The “hip by Bjorn Landstrom, p. 207 (Mew York, 1961)
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More useful perhaps was the campeign waged in the "ITrishman" by the
journalist Pigott,4o later to earn notoriety os the writer of the forgeries
linking Parnell with the Irnvinecibles, Darly in 1868 himself and R.M,0'Sullivan
were gsentenced to twelve months for seditious libel - i.e, publishing accounts
of Feniaon affairs in America.*t The campaign nevertheless continucd and in
the following February Pigott reminds his rcaders of Costello's idealism,
calling him "every inch a king".

Presumably this type of rhetoric was a powerful force in moulding public
opinion into demanding thc releasc of Costello , the sole remaining prisoncr.
There was also considerable pressure frowu the American-based Amnesty
Association end from both Houses of Congress which passed a Bill setting out
the rights of naturalized Americans on 27th July 1868, 43 That month the
Chief Secretary asked for the file on Costelloe but nothing further  was
done until February 1969 when he was tronsferred from Portland to Hountjoy and
then rcleased,

Costello went nome to Galway and got o hero's welcome, After 21 months
in custody he remained unbowed, '4is lonz as I have breath T will conspire
and plot to gverthrow the British Government', he told a large crowd in

. 1 v . 4 - A .
Ballinasloe™ ., DBoth ‘arrcn and himself, however, decided to return to America,
On the eve of their deperture,ipril 30th 1869, they werc guests of honour at a
banguet in the Imperial totel given by the leyor of Cork, 5 Once they had gone,
the episode clomed.

However, 1t is still rccounted in history books dealing with the Fenians
and the monument ot Helvie perhoaps enhances the m¥th, From the evidence
available 1t would now appear that the original concept of the Jacmel -
Zrin's Hope expedition wes bascd on misinformation; that selection of Helvie
as a landing spot was purc chance; thot no threat was posed to the authorities
by the arrival of thirty two unarmed men, and that not all of the perticipants
(prot&glnists or &ntagsﬂists) acquitted themselves with honour. Of such is
history made,
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